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Unit 19 • Session 4

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Luke 2

STORY POINT:  
Simeon and Anna worshiped 

Jesus as the Messiah.

KEY PASSAGE:  
John 1:1-2

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
Is Jesus God or a human? As 
the Son of God, Jesus is both 
fully God and fully human.

Jesus Was 
Dedicated

50 Younger Kids Leader Guide

KIDS LESSON 
August  2nd 

	

FOR PARENTS: 
	

God had chosen Mary and Joseph to be Jesus’ earthly parents. Mary and Joseph named their baby Jesus, obeying God in 
faith that salvation had indeed come into the world. (See Matt. 1:21.) When the time came for Jesus to be dedicated and 
Mary to be purified, Mary and Joseph took Jesus to the temple in Jerusalem. 
 
According to the law given to Moses, after a woman gave birth, she was “unclean” and would observe a period of 
purification. Then she would bring an offering to the priest. (See Lev. 12:1-6.) Jesus was about five weeks old when Mary 
and Joseph dedicated Him to the Lord and offered the required sacrifice. 
 
Simeon was also at the temple that day, not by mere coincidence but by the Holy Spirit’s leading. (Luke 2:27) Simeon 
spent His life serving the Lord and looked forward to the day when God would keep His promise to comfort Israel. (See Isa. 
57:18.) God promised that Simeon would live long enough to see the Messiah. That day had finally come. Imagine his joy. 
At last, the Savior was here! 
 
Simeon saw the baby Jesus, took Him in his arms, and praised God. Simeon expressed prophetic praise, trusting by faith 
that God would keep His promise through this child: “My eyes have seen your salvation” (Luke 2:30). Through Jesus, 
everyone would be able to see God’s plan. Jesus would be a light for all the nations. He would bring honor to Israel. 
 
Anna, a prophetess, also praised too. At well over a hundred years old, Anna began to speak about Jesus to everyone who 
was looking forward to God’s bringing salvation to His people. 
Today, we can have faith in Jesus and His finished work on the cross for our salvation. When God opens our eyes to the 
good news of the gospel, we can live and die in peace, for our eyes have seen His salvation. We can joyfully share this 
good news with others. 
 



Jesus Was Dedicated
Luke 2

Mary and Joseph’s baby—God’s own Son—was a few days old when 
Mary and Joseph named Him Jesus, just like the angel had told them to 
do. One day, when Jesus was a few weeks old, Mary and Joseph took 

Jesus to the temple in Jerusalem.Jesus to the temple in Jerusalem.
Mary and Joseph wanted to obey God and 

His law. The law that God gave Moses His law. The law that God gave Moses His law. The law that God gave Moses His law. The law that God gave Moses 
said, “When a woman’s first son is said, “When a woman’s first son is 

born, his parents must dedicate born, his parents must dedicate 
him to the Lord.” The law also him to the Lord.” The law also 

said that the child’s parents said that the child’s parents 
should give a sacrifice. should give a sacrifice. At the 
temple, Mary and Joseph temple, Mary and Joseph 
presented Jesus to the Lord presented Jesus to the Lord 
and offered two birds as a and offered two birds as a 
sacrifice.sacrifice.

Another man was at 
the temple. His name was 
Simeon. Simeon loved God, 

and He trusted in God’s 
promise to send a Messiah to save 

people from sin. God’s Spirit was 
with Simeon, and God had told 

Simeon that he would not die until 
he saw the One who would rescue people 

from their sin.
That day, God’s Spirit had led Simeon to the 

temple. Simeon saw Jesus and picked Him up in his arms. God’s 
Spirit showed Simeon that Jesus was the promised Messiah. Simeon was 
so happy. He praised God and said, “Lord, you can let me die now. You 

The BIBLE Story
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Bible 
Storytelling TipsStorytelling TipsStorytelling Tips

• Act it out: Act it out: Act it out: Choose 
four volunteers to four volunteers to four volunteers to 
silently act out the silently act out the silently act out the 
story as you tell it. story as you tell it. story as you tell it. 
Provide a baby doll as Provide a baby doll as Provide a baby doll as 
the baby Jesus.the baby Jesus.the baby Jesus.

• Use hand Use hand Use hand 
gestures: gestures: gestures: Capture 
kids’ attention by kids’ attention by kids’ attention by 
moving your hands moving your hands moving your hands 
as you tell the story. as you tell the story. as you tell the story. 
Raise them as Simeon Raise them as Simeon Raise them as Simeon 
speaks or hold speaks or hold speaks or hold 
them to your head them to your head them to your head 
like Jesus’ amazed like Jesus’ amazed like Jesus’ amazed 
parents.parents.

kept Your promise, and I have seen the One who will save kept Your promise, and I have seen the One who will save kept Your promise, and I have seen the One who will save 
people from sin.” people from sin.” people from sin.” Simeon said that Jesus would save God’s 
people, the Israelites, and Jesus would also save people people, the Israelites, and Jesus would also save people people, the Israelites, and Jesus would also save people 
from other nations.from other nations.from other nations.

Mary and Joseph were amazed at what Simeon said. Mary and Joseph were amazed at what Simeon said. Mary and Joseph were amazed at what Simeon said. 
Simeon blessed Mary and Joseph. He told Mary that being Simeon blessed Mary and Joseph. He told Mary that being Simeon blessed Mary and Joseph. He told Mary that being 
Jesus’ mother would be a very good thing, but it would Jesus’ mother would be a very good thing, but it would Jesus’ mother would be a very good thing, but it would 
also be very hard. Some people would love Jesus, but others also be very hard. Some people would love Jesus, but others also be very hard. Some people would love Jesus, but others 
would hate Him. Things were going to happen that would would hate Him. Things were going to happen that would would hate Him. Things were going to happen that would 
make Mary very sad.make Mary very sad.make Mary very sad.

A woman named Anna was at the temple too.A woman named Anna was at the temple too.A woman named Anna was at the temple too. Anna’s 
husband had died, and Anna was very old. She stayed at husband had died, and Anna was very old. She stayed at husband had died, and Anna was very old. She stayed at 
the temple and worshiped God all the time. the temple and worshiped God all the time. the temple and worshiped God all the time. Anna came 
up to Simeon, Jesus, Mary, and Joseph and she began to up to Simeon, Jesus, Mary, and Joseph and she began to up to Simeon, Jesus, Mary, and Joseph and she began to 
thank God. Anna talked about Jesus to people who were thank God. Anna talked about Jesus to people who were thank God. Anna talked about Jesus to people who were 
waiting for God to keep His promise to send a Savior. waiting for God to keep His promise to send a Savior. waiting for God to keep His promise to send a Savior. 
She told them the good news: the Savior was here!She told them the good news: the Savior was here!She told them the good news: the Savior was here!

Mary and Joseph finished dedicating Jesus and Mary and Joseph finished dedicating Jesus and Mary and Joseph finished dedicating Jesus and 
making sacrifices to God.making sacrifices to God.making sacrifices to God. They obeyed God’s law. Then 
they went back home to Nazareth. they went back home to Nazareth. they went back home to Nazareth. Jesus grew up and was 
strong and healthy. He was wise, and God was happy strong and healthy. He was wise, and God was happy strong and healthy. He was wise, and God was happy 
with Him.with Him.with Him.

Christ Connection: Throughout the Old Testament, God Christ Connection: Throughout the Old Testament, God Christ Connection: Throughout the Old Testament, God 
promised the arrival of a king who would redeem people. When promised the arrival of a king who would redeem people. When promised the arrival of a king who would redeem people. When 
Jesus arrived, Simeon and Anna knew He was the promised Jesus arrived, Simeon and Anna knew He was the promised Jesus arrived, Simeon and Anna knew He was the promised 
Messiah. Today, we have faith that Jesus is God’s Son. We can Messiah. Today, we have faith that Jesus is God’s Son. We can Messiah. Today, we have faith that Jesus is God’s Son. We can 
trust Jesus for our salvation, and like Simeon and Anna, we trust Jesus for our salvation, and like Simeon and Anna, we trust Jesus for our salvation, and like Simeon and Anna, we 
should share the good news.should share the good news.should share the good news.
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LESSON GUIDE: 
	
 
H ey  paren t s! Below are some ideas an d su ggest ion s for ac t iv it ies an d con versat ion s you  can  
h ave wit h  you r k ids.  Remember, on e H UG E ben ef it  t o learn in g at  h ome is it  can  be st retch ed 
ou t  t h rou gh  t h e week  an d applied at  dif feren t  momen t s! Don ’t  feel lik e it  all h as t o be don e 
at  on ce.  M ost  of  all pray  for t h e Lord’s h elp an d EN JO Y  disc iplin g you r k ids! 
 
O pen in g Ac t iv it y  O pt ion s:  
Jesu s Is. . .  
Instruct the kids to sit in a circle. Ask each kid to say a word that describes Jesus. Tell the kids not to say the 
same word as someone else. Be ready to help kids who get stuck or who had a word in mind when someone else 
said it first. For an added twist, challenge the kids to work their way through the alphabet, providing a word that 
starts with each letter.  
 
SAY : Those were some great things to say about Jesus. Jesus is God the Son, and He is perfect and wonderful. 
He is our Savior and King. Today we will hear a story about a time Mary and Joseph heard some incredible things 
about their baby boy from two people who had just recently met Him! 
 
H ow Lon g? 
Give each kid three or four index cards and a pencil. Provide scenarios and instruct the kids to write down how 
long they would wait in the scenario. Then help the kids line up in order by how long they would wait. Play 
additional rounds as time allows. 
Suggested scenarios: 
•You are in line for the best roller coaster. 
•You are waiting for tickets to a cool new movie.  
•You are waiting for a dance recital to begin. 
 
SAY :  We don’t all agree on what is worth waiting for, but today we will learn about two people who knew they 
were waiting on something spectacular. What do you think they were waiting for? 
 
“M y  Eyes H ave Seen ” G ame 
Chose one person to lead the game. The leader should pick something in the room that is visible to everyone. He 
should say, “My eyes have seen...” and then should give a hint. For example, “My eyes have seen something that 
starts with the letter P.” or “My eyes have seen something green.” Players should try to guess what the leader 
spotted. When a player guesses correctly, she gets to be the new leader.   
 
SAY :  In the Bible story we will hear today, a man named Simeon was waiting for something. When he finally saw 
what he was waiting for, Simeon said, “My eyes have seen Your salvation!” We’ll find out what Simeon saw! 
 
Th e B ible Story :  Jesu s W as Dedicated 
In t rodu ce t h e story :  Jesus had an earthly family, just as we do. Jesus’ family line proved He is the Messiah. 
Jesus is the fulfillment of all God’s promises to Adam, Abraham, David, and more. Then we learned that God sent 
a messenger to go before Jesus just as He promised He would. John was born to prepare the way for Jesus. Last 
week, we finally got to the moment God’s people had been waiting for: Jesus was born to be God’s promised 
Savior. This week, we’ll learn about the time Jesus was dedicated in the temple. 
 
Te ll t h e B ible Story  (see attached Bible Story + picture + story point) 
 
Rev iew: 
 



LESSON GUIDE CONTINUED... 
	
Rev iew: 
One thing I want to point out is that Mary and Joseph obeyed the laws God had given His people about how 
to present a baby at the temple. Jesus’ parents knew Jesus was God’s Son and were committed to raising Him 
the way God said to raise children. Jesus’ whole life perfectly fulfilled God’s laws, even when He was just a 
baby!  
 
It’s also interesting to see that Simeon found Jesus in the temple because God’s Spirit led him there. God told 
Simeon that he would live to see the day the Messiah arrived, and God is always faithful. Simeon praised God 
and declared the truth about Jesus: He would save people from sin. The nation of Israel had been waiting for 
years and years to see the Messiah, but not everyone lived to meet Him. What a special feeling that must have 
been for Simeon.  
 
After Anna met Jesus, she began to tell those around her about Jesus. She understood God’s faithfulness too. 
The people had been waiting for salvation, and the One who would provide it had finally arrived. Simeon and 
Anna worshiped Jesus as the Messiah. 
 
Ch rist  Con n ect ion :  Re-read the Christ connection. 
SAY: Simeon and Anna did not just understand who Jesus is; they told others about Him and what He would 
do. Throughout the Old Testament, God promised the arrival of a King who would redeem people. When Jesus 
arrived, Simeon and Anna knew He was the promised Messiah. Today, we have faith that Jesus is God’s Son. 
We can trust Jesus for our salvation, and like Simeon and Anna, we should share the good news.	
 
P rac t ice t h e Key  Passage 
John 1:1-2  (see poster) 
John began his book with this key passage. His writing, inspired by God, helps us understand Jesus’ nature. 
Jesus has always existed. Even though His life as a human had a starting point, God the Son has no beginning 
and no end. At the start of creation, Jesus was already there. He was with God the Father and God the Spirit 
then, and He is eternally God the Son 
 
*Optional activity: Break the key passage into a few phrases. Teach the kids a call and response chant where 
you say a phrase and they say it back to you. Work your way through the entire key passage in this way, then 
select a volunteer to lead the call and response without your help. Repeat this process as time allows, selecting 
new kids to lead each time. 
 
Learn  t h e B ig P ic t u re Q u est ion  
Part of the story will make more sense if we remember our big picture question and answer. Can anyone say it 
for us? [Allow responses.] Great job! Is Jesus God or a human? As the Son of God, Jesus is both fully God and 
fully human. This means that Jesus completely understands what it feels like to be human. He can relate to our 
fears, our frustrations, the ways we are tempted, and our pain and sadness. Jesus also has all the power and 
glory of God. He is God the Son and was able to bear on the cross the full weight of God’s anger toward sin. 
 
O pt ion al Ac t iv it y  
 

Popcorn  P raise 
Invite kids to stand in a circle. Explain that they will work together to tap inflated balloons into the air so they 
don’t fall to the floor. Each time a kid taps a balloon, she should say something to complete this sentence: 
“God, I praise you for ….” Begin with one balloon and gradually introduce additional balloons. 
 
SAY :  I When Simeon and Anna saw Jesus, they praised God. Simeon and Anna worshiped Jesus as the 
Messiah. We can praise God and worship Jesus as Messiah. God has provided salvation through His Son, Jesus, 
for everyone who trusts in Him. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	

LESSON GUIDE CONTINUED... 
	
Talk  abou t  it ! 
Show the Bible Story Picture as you ask the following questions. Retell parts of the Bible story as needed. 
Help kids find Luke 2. Ask the kids which division Luke is in. (New Testament, Gospels) Ask them to name the 
other three books in this division. (Matthew, Mark, John) Remind the kids that the Gospels tell of Jesus’ life, 
death, and resurrection.  
 
1. Why did Mary and Joseph bring Jesus to the temple as a baby?  (to dedicate Him according to God’s 
law, Luke 2:22-23) 

 
2. Why did Simeon say “You can let me die now”? (Simeon had seen God fulfill His promise to send the 
Messiah, Luke 2:29-32) 

 
3. Whom did Anna tel l  about Jesus? (those who had been waiting on the Lord’s salvation, Luke 2:38) 

 
4. How would Jesus provide salvation?  (Guide kids to think about Jesus’ death on the cross. Remind the kids 
that the fair payment of sin is death and that Jesus died in our place. He took on the punishment of God’s anger 
toward sin and died. Then He rose again to prove His sacrifice was enough.) 
 
5. Why did Mary and Joseph dedicate Jesus? Why do some parents dedicate their chi ldren today? 
Guide kids to recall that Mary and Joseph wanted to obey God’s law by dedicating their Son. Sometimes parents 
today dedicate their children as a way to recognize that children belong to the Lord. If your church hosts dedication 
services for families, discuss the details: what dedication means and how everyone in the church commits to helping 
children know, love, and serve God. 

 
6. What are ways people might respond to Jesus? (Discuss the reactions of Simeon and Anna, who were 
excited and happy and told others about Jesus. Then discuss why some people might not believe the good news, or 
might feel it is too good (or they are too bad) to accept the gospel as true. Point out that some people might think 
they know Jesus but never have a real relationship with Him.) 
 
7. What does a l ife l ived for God look l ike? How should the l ife of someone who trust in Jesus as 
Lord and Savior differ from the l ife of someone who doesn’t? (Lead kids to identify that the life of a 
believer should be marked by the work of the Holy Spirit in that person’s life. The Holy Spirit grows us to become 
more like Christ. A believer recognizes Jesus as King and repents of sin. Difference are not always obvious, but 
unbelievers lack the Holy Spirit and are unrepentant. Galatians 5:22-23) 
 
8. Why can we have peace even in diff icult circumstance? (Encourage kids to discuss three types of 
peace -- peach with God, peace that comes from God, and peace with others. We have a right relationship with 
God and look forward to a future with Him forever. Through the Spirit, God can give us peace in hard times. Psalm 
4:8) 
 
9. What other promises has God given us? (Remind kids that God has promised salvation to everyone who 
trusts in Jesus. He has promised to send Jesus back to fix everything sin has broken. He has promised to give us new 
life, joy, and peace through Jesus. Help kids understand that He has not promised an easy life.) 
 
Jou rn al & P ray  wit h  you r ch ild 
Journal:  
• What does this story teach me about God or the gospel?  
• What does the story teach me about myself? 
• Are there any commands in this story to obey? How are they for God’s glory and my good? 
• Are there any promises in this story to remember? How do they help me trust and love God?  
• How does this story help me to live on mission better? 
• Whom can I tell about this story? 
 
Pray: 
God, thank You for always keeping Your promises. The news that Jesus came to save people from sin is such good 
news. We confess that we do not always keep our promises, but You, Lord, are faithful. Help us trust in Jesus for our 
salvation. Amen. 
	


