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Unit 20 • Session 3 

BIBLE PASSAGE: 
Matthew 3; John 1; 3

STORY POINT:  
John told people to follow Jesus.

KEY PASSAGE: 
John 3:30

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
Why did Jesus become human? Jesus 

became human to rescue sinners.

John Pointed 
to Jesus

PRESCHOOL LESSON 
August 30 

	

FOR PARENTS: 
	

Hundreds of years before Jesus was born, the prophets had spoken of a forerunner—someone who would get people ready 
for Jesus. (Isa. 40:3; Mal. 3:1) At just the right time, “John came baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins” (Mark 1:4). These baptisms were an outward sign of cleansing for people who had 
repented of their sins.  
John’s followers were concerned when they saw Jesus and His disciples, who were baptizing people too. They came to 
John, who pointed out several things about himself and about Jesus. Consider these comparisons as John explained that 
Jesus was greater than John.  
First, who were they? John was clear: “I am not the Messiah” (John 3:28). John was not the bridegroom, but the groom’s 
friend. Jesus is the bridegroom. (John 3:29) 
Where did they come from? John was from the earth, and he belonged to the earth. Jesus comes from above and is 
above all. (John 3:31)  
What did they do? John said, “He must increase, but I must decrease.” John was a witness to the Light. (John 1:7-8) He 
was a voice in the wilderness, and Jesus is the Word. (John 1:14,23) John the Baptist told people to get ready for the 
Messiah. He baptized with water, but Jesus baptized with the Spirit. (John 1:33)  
Finally, why were they here? John went before Jesus and rejoiced with Him. (John 3:28-29) Jesus came to give eternal 
life. (John 3:36)  
John described his joy as being complete. (John 3:29) The One for whom he had prepared the people was here. The time 
had come for John to step aside and let Jesus take the spotlight. John’s mission was complete. 
 



Story is char.style The BIBLE Story

 John Pointed to Jesus
Matthew 3; John 1; 3

Jesus and His disciples were in the countryside. People came to 
see them, and Jesus taught the people about God. Many people were 
baptized.

John the Baptist was nearby. He was baptizing people 
too. Some of the people who followed John began 

to argue. John had talked about Jesus, so 
they went to John.

“Teacher,” they said, “Jesus’ 
disciples are baptizing people, 

and people are starting to follow 
Him.” 

John answered, “I told you 
that I am not the Messiah. I 
am the messenger who goes 
before the Messiah to tell 
people that He is coming.” 
It was good that people were 
being baptized and following 

Jesus. That’s what they were 
supposed to do! Jesus is the 

Messiah God promised.
John said, “Think about a 

wedding. When two people get 
married, the man who married the bride is 

called the groom. His friend stands with him at 
the wedding, and the friend is happy to be there and 

to hear the groom’s voice.” John also knew that a wedding is the groom’s 
special day. The groom’s friend should not make it about himself.

This was how John felt—like a groom’s friend—and Jesus was the 



Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Call and 
response: Pause 
after each time you 
say the name Jesus 
in the Bible story, 
inviting preschoolers 
to say “the greatest!” 
in response. 

• Use people 
figures: Provide 
one person figure to 
represent John and 
another represent 
Jesus. When you 
talk about John in 
the Bible story, show 
preschoolers that 
figure. Show the 
other figure when 
talking about Jesus. 
When you say that 
Jesus must become 
greater, lift that 
figure high. When you 
say that John must 
become less, lower 
that figure.

groom. John was happy that Jesus, the Messiah, had come. 
John said, “Jesus must become greater, and I must become 
less.”

Why was Jesus more important than John? Well, John was 
from the earth, and he could only tell people about things 
on earth. Jesus came to earth from heaven, so He could talk 
about things in heaven because He had seen them!

God sent Jesus to earth, and Jesus speaks God’s words. 
Everything Jesus says is true because God always tells the 
truth.

God the Father loves His Son. He has given Jesus power 
over everything. Whoever believes in Jesus will live forever 
with God in heaven, but whoever does not believe in Jesus 
will not live forever.

Christ Connection: John the Baptist told people to get ready 
for Jesus. Now Jesus was here, and John’s job was finished. Jesus 
was greater than John, and John was happy to step aside for Jesus 
to begin His work.



LESSON GUIDE: 
	
Hey  paren t s! Below are some ideas and suggest ions for act iv it ies and conversat ions you  can  
have with  you r k ids.  Remember, one HUGE benef it  to learn ing at  home is it  can  be st retched 
ou t  th rough  the week  and applied at  dif feren t  moments! Don ’t  feel like it  all has to be done 
at  once. Most  of  all pray  for t he Lord’s help and ENJOY disc ipling you r k ids! 
 
Open ing Act iv it y  Opt ions:  
P lay  a follow direct ions game 
Write all the children’s names on scraps of paper. Fold the names and put them in a basket. Draw two names 
from the basket and give those children a direction to follow, such 
as “Walk over and touch the door” or “Jump three times.” Let the child who finishes first draw two more names 
and give those children a direction to follow. Continue until all the children have at least one time to follow 
the directions given. 
SAY: John knew his job was to tell people that the Messiah was coming. That is what God wanted him to do, 
and John followed God’s directions. God had a different job for His Son, Jesus. John saw that Jesus was 
following God’s directions too. Listen to the Bible story to hear what John told his followers about Jesus. 
 
P lay  a card game 
Print and cut apart the “Community Helper” cards. Lay out the cards in a face-up grid. Name each community 
helper and talk about what his or her special job is. Then turn over all the cards and play a matching game 
where children take turns turning over two cards at a time to find a match. Leave the cards face-up to play for 
younger preschoolers. 
SAY: Each of these people has a special job. He or she works hard to do a job. In our Bible story today, we will 
hear about how both Jesus and John had different, but special, jobs to do. 
 
The Bible Story :  John  Poin ted to Jesus 
In t roduce the Story :  The Bible is the most important book there is because 
the Bible is God’s Word. The Bible is true and tells about Jesus. The Bible story today is in John chapters 1 and 3 
and also in the Book of Matthew.. Remind children that all the stories in the Bible fit together to tell an even 
bigger story. The Bible tells us the big story of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus. 
 
Tell t he Bible Story  (see attached Bible Story + picture + story point) 
 
SAY: John’s followers saw that some people were following Jesus instead of following John. John reminded his 
followers that he was a messenger who was sent to tell the people that the Messiah was coming. John knew 
that Jesus is God’s Son and the Messiah. Now Jesus was here, and John’s job was finished. Jesus was greater 
than John. John told people to follow Jesus. 
	
Pract ice the Key  Passage 
John 1:1 (see poster) 
 
SAY: Our key passage is in today’s Bible story. John said these words about Jesus. John’s job was to tell people 
to get ready for Jesus. Jesus was greater than John, and John was happy to step aside for Jesus to begin His 
work. 
 
Learn  the Big P ic tu re Quest ion  
Our big picture question asks,  Why  did Jesus become human? Jesus became human  to rescue 
sinners.  Jesus came to earth from heaven. John told people to follow Jesus. Jesus was the one who could 
rescue them. Jesus was the One who could forgive their sin. Whoever believes in Jesus will live forever with 
God in heaven. 
 
 



	

LESSON GUIDE CONTINUED... 
	Opt ional Act iv it ies:  
Compare Object s 
Look around the room and choose two items of different sizes, weights, or lengths. For younger preschoolers, 
make sure the items are extremely different. Ask the children which is longer or taller or heavier. Be prepared to 
use body language to give clues. Think of objects the children would be familiar with (watermelon, loaf of 
bread, beach ball, basketball) and ask questions comparing them also. 
SAY: Look at these two blocks. Which one is longer? Look at the chair and the table. Which one would be 
heavier? Think about a watermelon and a loaf of bread. Which one would be the heaviest? [Continue with 
several more examples.] John the Baptist told people to get ready for Jesus. John knew that Jesus was greater 
than John, and John was happy to step aside for Jesus to begin His work. John told people to follow Jesus. 
 
Describe a person  
Describe a person that the children will recognize. Encourage children guess who you are describing. With a 
bigger group, you may also guide all the children who fit a description to stand and sit down when the 
description no longer describes them. (For example, all the children with brown hair can stand. Then those who 
are not wearing green shoes must sit down). Open the Bible and read Isaiah 40:30. Comment that the verse is 
in the Old Testament and is a prophecy that described John.  
SAY: You guessed whom I was describing! Do you think the people who heard John preach in the wilderness 
knew that the prophet Isaiah had described John many years before he was born? This verse tells us that John 
the Baptist had a special job to tell people to get ready for Jesus. John told people to follow Jesus. 
 
Dress up for a wedding 
Provide fancy dress-up clothes and artificial flowers for preschoolers to play out being in or going to a 
wedding. Consider contacting leaders before the session to ask them to bring wedding photos from home to 
show preschoolers. You may use a smart device to look up wedding pictures online. Look at the pictures 
together and name the people (groom, bride, parents, bridesmaids, groomsmen). Ask who is most important. 
SAY: At a wedding everyone who is there wants to see the groom and the bride. It is their special day! They 
are the most important. John had been telling the people to get ready for Jesus. Jesus was here, and John’s job 
was finished. Jesus was greater than John, and John was happy to step aside for Jesus to begin His work. John 
told people to follow Jesus. John knew that Jesus had come to rescue sinners. 
 
Talk  abou t  it ! 
Show the Bible Story Picture as you ask the following questions. Retell parts of the Bible story as needed. 
 
1. Who were the two men teaching and baptizing? (John the Baptist and Jesus) 
2. What did John say his job was? (to be the messenger who told people the Messiah was coming) 
3. Who is the most important at a wedding, the groom or his friends? (the groom) 
4. Who sent Jesus to earth? (God) 
5. Where do people who believe in Jesus live forever? (with God in heaven) 
6. Why  did Jesus become human? Jesus became human  to rescue sinners.*big picture question 
 
Pray  with  you r ch ild 
Thank Jesus for coming to earth, becoming a human, to save us! Thank Him for allowing us to 
become apart of His family. 
 
 


