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We thank the Lord for providing wonderful caregivers for Ken. Although all  
family members sustained and encouraged Ruth, particular thanks go out to Ali, 
Dan, Dorene, Josh, and River. We were also blessed by the superb care of  Marsha 
Freed, Ruth Reinford-Betts, and Sharon Martin who made it possible for Ken to 
stay at home. 

We also want to thank our “first responders” at Penn Valley Gas, who ran in to 
help at a moment’s notice: Carson, Dale, Dustin, Dwane, Jeriah, Jesse, and Kevin.

Hebrews 3:14 
For if we are faithful to the end, trusting God just as firmly as when we first 
believed, we will share in all that belongs to Christ.

1 Timothy 6:17-19 
Teach those who are rich in this world not to be proud and not to trust in their 
money, which is so unreliable. Their trust should be in God, who richly gives us 
all we need for our enjoyment. Tell them to use their money to do good. They 
should be rich in good works and generous to those in need, always being 
ready to share with others. By doing this they will be storing up their treasure 
as a good foundation for the future so that they may experience true life.

Ephesians 2:8-10 
God saved you by his grace when you believed. And you can’t take credit for 
this; it is a gift from God. Salvation is not a reward for the good things we have 
done, so none of us can boast about it. For we are God’s masterpiece. He has 
created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for us 
long ago.

Romans 10:9-10,13 
If you openly declare that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God 
raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is by believing in your 
heart that you are made right with God, and it is by openly declaring your 
faith that you are saved… For everyone who calls on the name of the Lord 
will be saved.

For those desiring, memorial contributions may be made in Ken Balmer's name to 
Encompass World Partners, PO Box 3298, Monument, CO 80132.  

This organization was close to Ken’s heart because of  how they make Jesus 
known around the world in word and deed.

Our Sincere Thanks

In Memory

Hebrews 3:14 
For if we are faithful to the end, trusting God just as firmly as when we first 
believed, we will share in all that belongs to Christ.



* Congregation Stands
After the benediction, family will remain in the sanctuary to view a photo slideshow.

Prelude 

Welcome & Prayer 

Scripture Reading 
     Romans 10: 9-10, 13 
     Ephesians 2: 8-10 
     1 Timothy 6:17-19, Hebrews 3:14 

Special Music 
     Tis So Sweet To Trust In Jesus 

A Legacy of Faith 
     To global missions (Encompass World Partners)  
     As PopPop Balmer 

*Congregational Singing 
     Up From The Grave He Arose 

A Legacy of Faith 
     To the least of  these (Water for Good) 
     To Penn Valley Gas 

Special Music 
     My Jesus I Love Thee 

A Legacy of Faith 
     To inner city ministry (Urban Hope) 
     To his children 
     To his family 

Meditation 

*Congregational Singing 
     At The Cross 

Reflections & Closing Prayer 

*Benediction
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 Celebrating the Life & Legacy of Z. Kenneth Balmer



Z. Kenneth (Ken) Balmer, 89, beloved husband of Ruth (Fretz) Balmer of Telford, 
went home to be with our Lord and Savior on January 9, 2021; family was at his side. 
Born on July 7, 1931 in Lancaster County, he was the son of the late Abram and Hilda 
(Zug) Balmer. He grew up on the family dairy farm in Schaefferstown, PA, and 
graduated from Heidelberg High School in 1949.

A committed Christian and hardworking farm boy, he served at the Norristown State 
Hospital in the 1W service. It was here that he met his sweetheart, Ruthie, who was 
there for nurses training. Ken and Ruth were married on September 15, 1956. Four 
months later, they founded Penn Valley Gas, which continues his legacy of faithful 
service today.

In 1961, Ken and Ruth purchased a farm in Telford, PA, which provided the room 
necessary for the business to grow and an ideal home to raise their six children. The 
company grew steadily through Ken’s desire to build trusted relationships with 
employees, customers, and business associates, and to provide reliable service at a 
fair price. Following heart surgery in 1989, Ken stepped back from leading the 
company. Nonetheless, God gave him 31 more years to give counsel in running the 
business, help out as needed, and share his heart with new employees. He taught 
those around him to work hard together, be generous, and lead with humility. Ken 
would often say, “I prayed for a wife and God threw in the gas business!” From his 
perspective, Penn Valley Gas was “the Lord’s business” so he generously used its 
proceeds to bless others.  

As a member of Penn Valley Church in Telford, PA for over 50 years, he built 
relationships across the Grace Brethren Fellowship and he was passionate about 
seeing others come to faith in Christ. Ken loved the Bible and memorizing Scripture 
so he could recall it at any moment. He desired to honor God with his life, working 
with integrity and making good decisions, but he knew he was saved by grace, not by 
works. No matter how busy his day, if a missionary he supported stopped by his farm, 
he would take time to enjoy a meal with them and hear how the Lord was at work 
through their ministry. Ken and Ruth also enjoyed visiting the people and faith-based 
projects they supported in Philadelphia, Europe, Africa, and South America. He was 
especially passionate about Water for Good, a non-profit that provides fresh water for 
people in the Central African Republic.

Always a farmer at heart, Ken could often be found in the field on one of his Oliver 
tractors. As a boy he loved trucks and dreamed of owning a trucking company, which 
the Lord gave him with Penn Valley Gas. He also enjoyed restoring cars connected to 
his past and especially loved his “courting car” from when he was dating Ruth.

In addition to his wife of 64 years, Ken is survived by 6 children: Dan, Dona, Dorene, 
Dale, Dwane, Darla, 15 grandchildren, and 12 great-grandchildren.
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