
KIDS LESSON 
July 5th 

	

FOR PARENTS: 
	

After many years living as prisoners in Babylon, God’s people had returned to Judah. They had worked hard and overcome 
opposition to rebuild the temple and the walls around Jerusalem. Surely God would restore them ... finally! But nothing 
happened. As they waited, they faced drought and economic uncertainty. God’s people probably didn’t feel like God 
had blessed them at all.  
 
“It is useless to serve God,” they said. “What have we gained by keeping his requirements?” (Mal. 3:14). Did God still 
care? It wasn’t long until God’s people fell back into the same patterns of sin that led to their exile in the first place: 
idolatry, covetousness, hypocrisy, arrogance, and abuse of the poor.  
 
But God did still loved His people. He had been working out His divine plan of redemption, and He never gave up on 
them. God sent a message to His people through the prophet Malachi.  
 
Malachi was the last of the Old Testament prophets. He spoke to God’s people approximately 100 years after the end of 
the Babylonian captivity. Malachi’s message from God was a wake-up call.  
 
God communicated through Malachi that the people’s lack of blessing didn’t mean that God didn’t care. God exposed 
His people’s sin and made clear that their actions merited a curse. God’s people needed to repent and turn back to God. 
“But for you who fear my name,” God said, “the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its wings” (Mal. 4:2).  
 
Explain to your kids that 400 years of silence followed Malachi’s prophecy; God did not communicate to His people. This 
period brings us to the New Testament, when the silence would be broken by the last prophet before Jesus, John the 
Baptist. His words about Jesus in John 1:29 offered hope to all who heard: “Here is the Lamb of God, who takes away the 
sin of the world!”  
 
	







LESSON GUIDE: 
	
 
Hey parents! Below are some ideas and suggestions for activ it ies and conversations you can 
have with your k ids. Remember, one HUGE benefit  to learning at home is it  can be stretched 
out through the week and applied at different moments! Don’t feel l ike it  al l  has to be done at 
once. Most of al l  pray for the Lord’s help and ENJOY discipl ing your k ids! 
 
Sing a song: “Great is Thy Faithfulness” 
 
Opening Activ ity Options: 
Crazy Directions 
Create a sign with a large arrow on it. Instruct your kids to stand on one side of the room. They must get to the 
other side, but they must follow the direction that the arrow is pointing. Continue directing them around the 
room by changing which way the arrow is pointing. After many twists and turns, let them reach the wall on the 
other side of the room. Play another round, but this time allow the kids to walk straight to the opposite wall with 
a straight path.  
 

SAY: Was it frustrating for you when I kept changing the direction of the arrow? In our story today, we’ll hear 
that Malachi prophesied about a messenger who would come from God. This messenger would point people to 
Jesus and help make their paths straight.  
 
Map it  Out 
Instruct kids to create a map of their neighborhood. Encourage them to mark special places, like their favorite 
playground, their friends’ houses, or their school. Guide them draw paths from their home to the other 
destinations.  
 
 

SAY: A map helps us get from one point to the next. It shows us which way to go and helps us recognize our 
final destination. Today we are going to learn about a messenger whom God sent to help His people stay 
focused on where He wanted them to go and what He had planned for them. is messenger helped them get 
ready for Jesus.  
 
Help or Hinder 
Blindfold your child. Spin him around three times and then challenge him to walk across the room, but do not 
give him any more instructions. (Walk alongside for safety.) After he stumbles around, bring him back to the 
starting point. Again, instruct him to walk to the other side of the room, this time giving detailed instructions of 
which direction to move in. Allow others to take a turn.  
 
SAY: Which way was easier to do what I asked—when I let you wander around the room with no directions or 
when I gave you careful, detailed directions? Today we are going to learn about some priests in the Bible who 
disobeyed God and did not lead His people well. God sent a messenger to set them straight.  
 
The Bible Story: Malachi the Prophet 
Introduce the story: In our story today, God’s people needed a reminder of the big picture that God had 
planned for them. They had begun choosing sin again, so God sent a prophet to speak to them and guide them 
to obey God. God wanted them to be ready for the coming Messiah, and He spoke through the prophet Malachi 
to help prepare His people. A few weeks back, we learned that the walls and gates around Jerusalem had been 
destroyed and that God’s people were in danger from their enemies. Nehemiah went to Jerusalem, and God 
used Nehemiah to rebui ld Jerusalem’s walls. Fifty-two days later, the walls were completed and the 
people celebrated! Ezra read God’s Word, and the people recognized their sin. God’s people repented and 
promised to be faithful.  God told the Jewish people that He would bless them, but time passed and the 
people began to doubt. God sent Malachi to remind His people that God keeps His promises. Malachi said that 
God is faithful. Listen closely to Malachi’s story.	 
 
 
Tel l  the Bible Story (see attached Bible Story + picture + story point) 
 
 



LESSON GUIDE CONTINUED... 
	
Review: 
Have you ever been in the car with your parents and saw a sign that said, “Warning: Road Closed  
Ahead”? Do you think it would be very smart to keep driving? Of course not! You would probably end up 
crashing your car because of a big hole in the road. Warning signs are meant to keep us safe and help us make 
the right choice about what to do. The Bible has warnings too. God loves us and wants us to make choices 
that honor Him. The Book of Malachi contains lots of warnings. People were sinning and had turned their 
backs on God. In this short book, God warned the people that a day was coming when He would judge them 
for their sin. He was essentially telling them that they faced danger ahead. It was time to stop and turn 
around—to turn back to God. Malachi cal led God’s people to repent to prepare for the Messiah. 
God sent a prophet to point out the people’s sin because He loved them. God knew that the way His people 
were living was hurting them. Their hearts did not fully love Him. God knows what is best for us; He is best for 
us! He wants to restore our broken, sinful hearts and bring us back to Him.  
 
Christ Connection: Re-read the Christ connection. 
SAY: Malachi was a messenger--a prophet--who told God’s people to repent. Malachi also told about another 
messenger God would send. This messenger, John the Baptist, would call people to repent and get them ready 
for a final Messenger, Jesus Christ. Jesus would bring good news of salvation. Malachi, John the Baptist, and 
Jesus Christ all remind us that God keeps His promises and that He is trustworthy.  
 
Practice the Key Passage 
1 Peter 5:10  (see poster) 
It’s not easy to be holy. Sometimes we have to make hard choices. The rest of the world may hate us because 
we love Jesus. But God promises that our suffering for the sake of the gospel will be worth it. He will restore, 
establish, strengthen, and support us. God is the One to sustain us and help us live for Him.  
 

*Optional activity: Give one person a ball of yarn. They should say the first word of the verse, hold the end of 
the yarn, and then toss the yarn ball to another person. The next person will catch it, say the next word, pinch 
the yarn between his fingers, and then toss the ball to someone else. Continue forming a web until the entire 
key passage has been said. 
 
Learn the Big Picture Question 
Do you all remember the question we have been answering the past few weeks? Who is in control 
of everything? God is in control of everything in heaven and on earth. Even when it seems like 
God is silent, He has a plan and is in complete control.  
 
Optional Activ ity 
 

Make the Bed Relay 
Set up an air mattress or put a regular mattress on the floor, but leave the sheets, blankets, and pillows folded 
to the side. Either pair family members together to make a team, or allow them to do it individually. Give each 
team/person a chance to make the bed as fast as possible while you time them. The team with the fastest 
time wins.  
 

SAY: When an overnight guest comes over, we prepare a bed for him. What other things do we do to prepare 
for guests? Today’s Bible story reminds us to always be prepared for whatever God asks of us. The Jewish 
people became lazy in how they worshiped. God sent Malachi to prepare the way. Malachi cal led God’s 
people to repent to prepare for the Messiah. Malachi was a messenger—a prophet—who told God’s 
people to repent. Malachi also told about another messenger God would send. is messenger, John the Baptist, 
would call people to repent and get them ready for a nal Messenger, Jesus Christ. Jesus would bring good news 
of salvation.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	
LESSON GUIDE CONTINUED... 
	

Talk about it!  
Show the Bible Story Picture as you ask the following questions. Retell parts of the Bible story as needed. 
 

Help kids find the Book of Malachi. Explain that Malachi is a minor prophet in the Old Testament. It is the last 
book of the Old Testament, and there were 400 years in between the prophecies of Malachi and the prophet 
John the Baptist. That means God’s people did not have any prophetic messages from God for 400 years! The 
name Malachi means “my messenger.” God sent Malachi to remind His people that God still loved them and 
expected them to obey Him.   
 

1. Who was the last prophet in the Old Testament? (Malachi)  
2. What kind of sacrifices were the people offering? (They brought lame or sick animals, Malachi 1:8)  
3. Why was God so unhappy with the people’s sacrifices? (Guide the kids to see that God’s people were 

going through the motions of worship, but their hearts were not in it. By offering sick and lame animals, 
they communicated that they did not believe God deserved their best. They were trying to save their 
best animals for themselves. God always deserves our best.)  

4. Why do you think the people offered God their sick animals instead of their healthy animals?(Point out 
that we sometimes try to make shortcuts to obey God because we don’t trust Him like we should or we 
act selfishly. But God wants us to obey Him completely, offering Him our very best. The people were 
supposed to make a sacrifice to worship God, but they gave Him their leftovers instead of their best. 
Read 1 Sam. 15:22)  

5. When is it easy to obey God? When is it difficult to obey Him? (Guide kids to see that obedience is 
easier when our hearts are full of love for God and when those around us love Him too. Help them see 
that obedience can be difficult when we are surrounded by people who do not love God. But God 
promises to be with us and strengthen us. He promises that the reward will be great for our obedience.) 

6. What does it mean to sacrifice something? (Help kids recall that to sacrifice means offering God our 
very best of everything. The people in the story were supposed to be making a sacrifice to worship God. 
Sacrifice expresses love, thanksgiving, or the need for forgiveness; and sacrifice often comes at a great 
cost to ourselves. Psalm 51:16-17) 

7. What is something you can give to God this week? (Encourage kids to think beyond belongings, such 
as toys, and to think about sacrificing time or effort. For example, they may give God 10 minutes a day 
to read the Bible and pray. Read Romans 12:1-2)  

8. What can we do when we realize that we are living in sin? (When we confess our sin to God, we can 
ask Him to restore us. Jesus had paid the price for our sin once and for all, so we can have forgiveness 
through Him.) 

 
Journal & Pray with your chi ld  
Journal:  
• What does this story teach me about God or the gospel?  
• What does the story teach me about myself? 
• Are there any commands in this story to obey? How are they for God’s glory and my good? 
• Are there any promises in this story to remember? How do they help me trust and love God?  
• How does this story help me to live on mission better? 
• Whom can I tell about this story? 
 
Pray: 
God, You are faithful. When we are going through trials, we can trust You. Your character does not change. 
We confess that like the people in the story today, we can grow lazy in our worship of You. Thank You for 
never leaving us. Even though we cannot see You, You are there. Help us trust You and follow You closely. We 
love You. Amen.  
 
	


