
PRESCHOOL LESSON 
July 5th 

	

FOR PARENTS: 
	 After many years living as prisoners in Babylon, God’s people had returned to Judah. They had worked hard and overcome 

opposition to rebuild the temple and the walls around Jerusalem. Surely God would restore them ... finally! But nothing 
happened. As they waited, they faced drought and economic uncertainty. God’s people probably didn’t feel like God 
had blessed them at all.  
 
“It is useless to serve God,” they said. “What have we gained by keeping his requirements?” (Mal. 3:14). Did God still 
care? It wasn’t long until God’s people fell back into the same patterns of sin that led to their exile in the first place: 
idolatry, covetousness, hypocrisy, arrogance, and abuse of the poor.  
 
But God did still loved His people. He had been working out His divine plan of redemption, and He never gave up on 
them. God sent a message to His people through the prophet Malachi.  
 
Malachi was the last of the Old Testament prophets. He spoke to God’s people approximately 100 years after the end of 
the Babylonian captivity. Malachi’s message from God was a wake-up call.  
 
God communicated through Malachi that the people’s lack of blessing didn’t mean that God didn’t care. God exposed 
His people’s sin and made clear that their actions merited a curse. God’s people needed to repent and turn back to God. 
“But for you who fear my name,” God said, “the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its wings” (Mal. 4:2).  
 
Explain to your kids that 400 years of silence followed Malachi’s prophecy; God did not communicate to His people. This 
period brings us to the New Testament, when the silence would be broken by the last prophet before Jesus, John the 
Baptist. His words about Jesus in John 1:29 offered hope to all who heard: “Here is the Lamb of God, who takes away the 
sin of the world!”  
 







LESSON GUIDE: 
	
Hey parents! Below are some ideas and suggestions for activ it ies and conversations you can 
have with your k ids. Remember, one HUGE benefit  to learning at home is it  can be stretched 
out through the week and applied at different moments! Don’t feel l ike it  al l  has to be done 
at once. Most of al l  pray for the Lord’s help and ENJOY discipl ing your k ids!  
 
Sing a song: “Great is Thy Faithfulness” 
 
Opening Activ ity Options: 
Whisper Down the Lane 
Play whisper down the lane with your family. Here are some ideas for a message to use, or make up your own!  
“God loves people” , “God’s rules are good” , “God wants people to obey Him” , “Jesus rescues people from sin” 
“Serving God is good”.  
 
SAY: In today’s Bible story, God sent a man named Malachi to give His people a message. Malachi said 
another messenger was coming. That messenger would get people ready for the most special Messenger. Listen 
to the Bible story to hear who these other messengers were.	 
 
Compare Pairs of Objects 
Find several pairs of items, with one good and one flawed. Examples include: a good apple and a bruised 
apple; a new book and a worn-out book; a full bag of cookies and a bag of broken cookie pieces; new crayons 
and broken crayons. Hold up each pair one at a time. Ask your child which one would be better. Continue 
comparing each pair of times. Discuss which of each pair is better. Comment that the bruised, worn and 
broken items may still be good, but they are not the best.  
 
SAY: 	While the broken or worn items still may have worked or been good, they weren’t the best. Most likely, 
you would have chosen the best. In our Bible story today, we will hear how God’s people were not giving Him 
their best. Let’s listen to hear what God tells them.  
 
The Bible Story: Malachi the Prophet 
Introduce the story: Today’s Bible story is from the Book of Malachi. The Old Testament is made up of 39 
books. Malachi is the last one. Malachi is short. It only has four chapters. Show the children the four chapters 
in Malachi in the Bible. Point out how the New Testament begins after Malachi. Remind children that all the 
stories in the Bible fit together to tell an even bigger story. The Bible tells us the big story of how God rescues 
sinners through His Son, Jesus.  
 
Tel l  the Bible Story (see attached Bible Story + picture + story point) 
 
SAY: God sent Malachi to talk to His people. He told the people what they were doing wrong. Malachi told 
them that God wanted His people to obey Him. He told them another messenger was coming. Malachi said 
a messenger would get people ready for the Messiah. That messenger was John the Baptist. John’s 
job was to get people ready for Jesus.	 
 
Practice the Key Passage 
1 Peter 5:10 (see poster) 
*Optional Activity: See if your preschooler can recite the verse by memory!   
God’s people were suffering. They thought that God did not care about them. God did care about His people! 
They had been doing wrong things, and God wanted His people to obey Him. God planned to bless and restore 
His people when they turned away from their sin and turned back to Him.  
 
Learn the Big Picture Question 
Do you remember our big picture question and answer? Who is in control of everything? God is in 
control of everything. His people waited for God to bless them. When nothing happened, they wondered if 
God really loved them, but God was working out His good plan to give them, and us, the best blessing of all—
Jesus! Jesus came to rescue us from sin.  
 



	

LESSON GUIDE CONTINUED... 
	

Optional Activ it ies: 
 
Bui ld a Blessing Wall  
Help children name good gifts or blessings that God gives to us. Write each blessing on a sticky note. 
Encourage children to put each note on a different block then stack the blocks to make a wall. Print Our 
Blessing Wall on a sheet of construction paper and hang it over the block wall. Pray, thanking God for the 
blessings He give us.  
 
SAY: You named many good gifts, or blessings, that God has given us. The greatest blessing God has given 
us is His very own Son! Malachi said a messenger would get people ready for the Messiah. Jesus is 
the Messiah God promised to send! God sent Jesus to earth to rescue people from sin.  
 
Pretend to Give an Offering 
Hide play money around the room before the session. Give each child an envelope. Guide them to cut off the 
flap then fold the envelope in half to create a wallet. Invite children to decorate their wallets. Lead children to 
search for the play money and place it in their wallets. Show the basket or offering plate and encourage them 
to give part of their money. Comment that in the Bible story, the people gave animals as offerings to God, but 
today we give money as our offering.  
 
SAY: God had given His people good gifts to share—like money and wealth, but the people kept it all for 
themselves. Who is in control of everything? God is in control of everything. God is in control of 
everything because everything belongs to God. God says if we give what we have, He will give us more good 
things than we can even count!	 
 
Think about the way people feel 
Give each child a “How Do You Feel?” chart and nine pom-poms. Help children point to and name the 
different feelings. Encourage them to make a face and show how they look when they feel each emotion. 
Give present-day scenarios that would cause different emotions. Encourage the children to place a pom-pom 
on the emotion in each example. Then try to retell parts of the Bible stories from this unit and have kids which 
emotion they feel the people in the story felt.   
 
SAY: God’s people were happy they had rebuilt the temple and fixed the walls around their city. They were 
sad when they wondered if God really loved them. God did love them, and He loves us too! God wanted the 
people to know that Jesus was coming to rescue them from sin. He wanted them to obey Him and He promised 
to give them more blessings than they could count! Do you think they were surprised that God wanted to give 
them so many blessings? The people needed to remember Who is in control of everything? God is in 
control of everything.  
 
 
Talk about it!  
Show the Bible Story Picture as you ask the following questions. Retell parts of the Bible story as needed. 
 

1. Whom did God send to talk to His people? (Malachi)  
2. What did Malachi tell the people? (what they had been doing wrong and that a messenger would come to 
get people ready for the Messiah) 
3. What did God say would happen to people who honored Him? (They will be happy and jump and play like 
calves.)  
4. Who is in control of everything? God is in control of everything. *big picture question 
 
Pray with your chi ld 
Thank God for being in control of everything, and that Jesus the Messiah came, just as God promised! 
 
 
 


