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1. The Father NEVER stops LOVING the prodigal.
2. Even though He loves the prodigal, the Father
lets him leave.
3. The Father is always WAITING to embrace the
prodigal.
4. The Father CELEBRATES when the prodigal
RETURNS.
5. The Father makes a way home for the
prodigal.

Week Two: Understanding the heart of the prodigal

What do we do?
Understand that the solution comes in 3 parts:
1. God’s Part
2. Our Part
3. Prodigal’s Part

We must focus on our part.

Understanding the heart of their
waywardness…
Biblical Examples of Prodigals:
• An Entitled Prodigal – The Lost Son in Luke 15 – Wanted to live life by his
own rules on his own schedule with his own morals. Failure, destitution
made him come to his senses. He was hungering for living life to its fullest.
• A Privileged Prodigal – Samson in Judges 14– Hard times and multiple
failures brought him to repentance. He was hungering for significance and
love. “Get her for me. She is the right one.”

Understanding the heart of their
waywardness…
Biblical Examples of Prodigals:
• A Fearful and Proud Prodigal – Jonah – A fear of confrontation and prideful
bigotry started him on his trip; a near-death experience brought him around.
He was hungering for God’s justice and was disillusioned with how God was
working.
“But to Jonah this seemed very wrong, and he became angry. 2He prayed to the
Lord, “Isn’t this what I said, Lord, when I was still at home? That is what I tried
to forestall by fleeing to Tarshish. I knew that you are a gracious and
compassionate God, slow to anger and abounding in love, a God who relents
from sending calamity. 3Now, Lord, take away my life, for it is better for me to
die than to live.” Jonah 4:1-3 (NIV)

Understanding the heart of their
waywardness…
Biblical Examples of Prodigals:
• A Wounded Prodigal – Samaritan Woman at the well in John 4– Looking
for love in all the wrong places results in a string of failed relationships. She
was hungering for love and affection. Grace brought her to repentance.
• A Conflicted Prodigal – Peter the apostle – Following Christ and Denying
Christ at the same time. He was hungering for the kingdom and fractured
when he saw the kingdom fading. Failure and Forgiveness brought him
home.

Understanding the heart of their
waywardness…
Conclusions:
1. There are many different factors for what draw
people away from God. Ultimately, it is sin of
unbelief. Idolatry.
2. We must focus on our part!

No easy solutions.
We can choose one of three options…
1. Taking all the blame.
2. Judging them.
3. Asking God to change us.

Asking God to change us.
1As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2in which you used to
live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of
the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. 3All of us also
lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh and following its
desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath. 4But
because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5made us alive with
Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been
saved. 6And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly
realms in Christ Jesus, 7in order that in the coming ages he might show the
incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus.
8For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from
yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9not by works, so that no one can boast. 10For we
are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared
in advance for us to do. Ephesians 2:1-10

We are all prodigals in need of His
grace!
We must receive His grace so that we can
extend grace and truth to the prodigals in
our lives as He has given to us.
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