
8 Now, therefore, thus you shall say to my servant 
David, ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts, I took you from 
the pasture, from following the sheep, that you should 
be prince over my people Israel. 9 And I have been with 
you wherever you went and have cut off all your enemies 
from before you. And I will make for you a great name, 
like the name of the great ones of the earth. 10 And I 
will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant 
them, so that they may dwell in their own place and be 
disturbed no more. And violent men shall afflict them 
no more, as formerly, 11 from the time that I appointed 
judges over my people Israel. And I will give you rest 

from all your enemies. Moreover, the LORD declares to 
you that the LORD will make you a house. 12 When 
your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your fathers, 
I will raise up your offspring after you, who shall come 
from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. 13 He 
shall build a house for my name, and I will establish the 
throne of his kingdom forever. ... 15 “but my steadfast 
love will not depart from him, as I took it from Saul, 
whom I put away from before you. 16 And your house 
and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me. 
Your throne shall be established forever.”

Scripture

2 Sam. 7:8-13,15-16 

Unit .11

Session .03

A Servant 
Receives 
God’s Promise

UNIT 11  |  SESSION 3  |  47



The Church 
and Kingdom

The church and the kingdom of God 
are closely related, though not identical. 
When the Bible speaks of the kingdom 
of God, it is referring to the reign of God 
in the world. The church is the people of 
God who live under His loving rule now, 
anticipating the full manifestation of 
God’s kingdom in the future. The church’s 
mission is to witness to God’s kingdom, 
proclaiming God’s message of salvation 
through Christ and demonstrating the 
power of the gospel through good works so 
that others may be brought to live under 
God’s reign. 

99 Essential 
Doctrines

His Story

Why is remembering God’s past faithfulness in our lives important when it 
comes to trusting His faithfulness to us in the future?

How can we be physically at rest but 
still spiritually restless?
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The Church 
and Kingdom

The church and the kingdom of God 
are closely related, though not identical. 
When the Bible speaks of the kingdom 
of God, it is referring to the reign of God 
in the world. The church is the people of 
God who live under His loving rule now, 
anticipating the full manifestation of 
God’s kingdom in the future. The church’s 
mission is to witness to God’s kingdom, 
proclaiming God’s message of salvation 
through Christ and demonstrating the 
power of the gospel through good works so 
that others may be brought to live under 
God’s reign. 

Christ Connection

God promised David that future kings of Israel would come from his 
family and that his kingdom would last forever. God kept this promise 
by sending Jesus as one of David’s descendants. All of history is driving 
toward the day when Jesus, the Son of David, will be recognized as the 
King whose kingdom is everlasting. 

What particular promises of God have you found most helpful during 
difficult times?

What are some of the causes of the restlessness we feel?

Main Point
God doesn’t need us—  

we need Him!
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In Defense

This important passage (7:16) is the Bible’s earliest full statement about the 
enduring Davidic dynasty (but cp. Gn 49:10). Did God break His promise 
when He allowed the Babylonians to conquer Judah in 586 B.C., ending the 
independent political rule of the Davidic kings? Although the line of David 
continued during Israel’s exile (2 Kg 25:27-30) and afterward (Mt 1:12-16.), the 
family dropped into obscurity after the governorship of Zerubbabel (Hg 1:1). 
But this passage can be understood as a messianic prophecy fulfilled by Jesus, 
who was of the line of David (Mt 1:17; Lk 1:32; Rm 1:3). God had promised 
through several OT prophets that the line of Davidic kings would one day be 
reestablished (see Isa 11:1; 9:7; Jr 23:5; 33:15-17; Ezk 34:23-24; 37:25; Hs 3:5; 
Am 9:11). With the coming of Jesus the Christ (Messiah, “anointed”), the 
ultimate descendant of David and King of the Jews (Mt 27:11, 37; Mk 15:2, 26; 
Lk 23:3, 38; Jn 18:33-34; 19:19-22; Rev 17:14; 19:16), God fulfilled His 
promise eternally. 

His Story

When have you struggled to believe these promises?
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Our Mission

Head

What dangers come with the faulty mindset that God needs us? 

Why might humility come easier to the person who recognizes that God 
doesn’t need him or her?

Heart

What are some graces and mercies in your life that stir up gratitude in 
your heart?

Why should this gratitude lead you to follow God on mission? 

Hands

How can we encourage and challenge one another to live with an eye on 
eternity, rather than merely on today?

Who do you know who is enduring a time of restlessness? How can you 
share about the rest provided in Jesus this week?
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The 7 Arrows of 
Bible Reading

What does this 
passage say?

How does this passage 
change the way I 
relate to people?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about God?

What did this 
passage mean to its 
original audience?

How does this 
passage prompt 

me to pray?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about man?

What does 
this passage 

demand of me?

Daily 
Devotions

If you read this and are at least uncomfortable, 
you’re not alone. Look at how David responded—
he was angry (v. 8). Now, we are not sure if David’s 
anger was toward God for doing something that 
seemed unfair, or if it was against Uzzah for doing 
what was irreverent to God, but either way, we see 
that David struggled with this encounter. 

So what do we do with this passage? How do we 
begin to understand it at least? The key is to consider 
what God found to be irreverent. It was not Uzzah’s 
desire to keep the ark from falling. Uzzah did that 
because of an act of reverence. But Uzzah was 
reverent toward the wrong thing: the ark instead 
of God. Would it have looked disgraceful for the 
ark of God to fall onto the ground? Yes, without a 
doubt. But how much more disgraceful was it for 
Uzzah to reach out and touch the ark after God 
had expressly forbidden it (Num. 4:15)? Uzzah’s act 
of reverence toward the ark was simultaneously an 
act of irreverence toward a holy God. Like Uzzah, 
there are times when we act with what seems to be 
the right intentions, but we must always consider 
the greater question: What will bring the most 
glory to God? 

In what ways might your good 
intentions clash with God’s glory and 
His revealed will for you?

Day 1

2 Samuel 
6:1-23
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Uzzah acted with good intentions, but he failed to 
heed what God had commanded about the ark. Here 
we see David with similarly good intentions desiring 
to act without first seeking God. David saw that it 
was not good for him to live in a palace while the ark 
of God sat in a tent—the tabernacle. His heart was in 
the right place, but notice what he did. He consulted 
Nathan, who seemingly without asking God, gave 
his blessing for David to launch a building program. 
Now, we would be right to criticize Nathan for failing 
to ask God about what David should do. Nathan 
was a prophet—his role was to speak for God, not in 
place of God—yet we cannot let David off the hook 
as merely the recipient of poor advice. We have seen 
David consult God directly before this; he could have 
done the same here too.

In this we are reminded of our need never to take 
our actions for granted. We must always bring our 
decisions before God, earnestly seeking His guidance. 
We must live each day with such great dependence 
on God that it seems absurd for us even to attempt to 
make a decision apart from God. But let’s not learn 
this lesson from David alone, let us consider Christ 
Jesus, who expressed such dependence on the Father 
throughout the Gospels. 

What decisions are you weighing that 
you need to take to God for direction?

Day 2

2 Samuel 
7:1-7 

The covenant God made with David contains a 
mixture of what could be called “near” and “far,” 
or “short-term” and “long-term,” prophecies. 
Some of the promises God made to David would 
be experienced by his son, Solomon, but other 
promises spoke of the greater descendant who was 
to come, Jesus. 

We see this duality especially in verse 11 where 
God promises rest. This promise has to be read in 
light of verse 1 where we are told that David had 
rest from his enemies. What then did God have in 
mind in verse 11? How would He give David, who 
had rest, rest? While God could have been speaking 
of continued rest from the pagan nations around 
them, it seems better to see a deeper promise in 
mind here. And of course, that promise means 
the rest provided through the life, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus—the rest that comes from 
trusting in His victory over our greatest enemies of 
sin and death. 

Jesus would be the Prince of peace, bringing peace 
in three ways: peace with God, peace with others, 
and peace within. 

Do you tend to see yourself at rest 
with God or still in struggle? Why?

Day 3

2 Samuel 
7:8-11a 
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When you think of the heroes of the faith in 
Scripture—the giants who came before us—it 
doesn’t take long before you think of David. Many 
would place him up there with Abraham and Moses 
as perhaps the most important people in Scripture, 
apart from Jesus of course. And while it is right and 
fitting for us to recognize David in this way—after all 
God did give us the “hall of faith” in Hebrews 11— 
we cannot stop there. We need to look at David so 
we can look through him. 

David did some incredible things, but he was by no 
means without sin. His affair with Bathsheba and 
consequent murder of Uriah prove this. But God still 
used David in a mighty way as we see in this passage. 
David was a great king, a man after the Lord’s heart 
(1 Sam. 13:14; Acts 13:22), but God did something 
far greater through him than his contemporaries ever 
saw. Through David, God sent the Messiah. So we 
don’t fix our gaze on David as we recognize his life of 
faithfulness; instead, we turn our eyes and fix them 
on Jesus, the source and perfecter of our faith, the 
one true hero (Heb. 12:2). 

What is the danger of fixing your gaze 
on the people of the Bible? What 
might you miss if you fail to consider 
them at all? What encouragement 
might others be seeing in your life?

Day 4

2 Samuel 
7:11b-14

God had made spectacular promises to David. The 
king had desired to build a temple for God, but 
in God’s rejection of his plans, He had showered 
him with a blessing he could never fathom in 
this covenant. We should pay careful attention to 
David’s response. 

“Who am I?” 

It is a fitting question, a proper response to God’s 
good news. We need to be careful not to read this 
in the same way as we read Moses’ question from 
before. Moses’ question was one of doubt—“you 
have the wrong man.” David’s question is one of 
awe—“what did I ever do to deserve this.” And 
that is why it is the proper response—the only 
reasonable response—to God’s grace. Because the 
question begs the proper answer: You are no one. 
You have done nothing. This is entirely out of the 
kindness and grace of the Lord. 

How about us? How do we tend to receive the 
Lord’s blessings? Is there any part of us—even the 
smallest fraction—that receives God’s gift in a 
posture of expectation? We can have none of that 
because even the slightest amount obliterates grace.

In what ways do you feel at times that 
you deserve blessings from God?

Day 5

2 Samuel 
7:15-29 
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