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In 1 Peter 5, Peter writes this: “2Be
shepherds of God’s flock that is under
your care, watching over them – not
because you must, but because you
are willing, as God wants you to be;
not pursuing dishonest gain, but eager
to serve; 3not lording it over those
entrusted to you, but being examples
to the flock (NIV).

Peter was writing “to the elders among
you, I appeal as a fellow elder and a
witness of Christ’s sufferings” (v.1). His
instructions written so many years ago
are as important today as they were
when he first wrote them. As we reflect
on these verses and others that talk
about elders, we are reminded of the
role the elders play in leading, feeding,
protecting and caring for God’s flock
and that it’s on the flock where our
focus must be. I’m thankful for my
Brothers in Christ who pray for,
oversee, and shepherd the flock at
Penn Valley Church.

We see so much ministry in the form of
prayer, care and outreach that the flock
of PVC is involved and invested in. In
this publication you will read other
ministry reports that will detail this and

show how the gospel message is being
lived out and shared in our community
and beyond. We celebrate leaders
and followers of all types and in all
areas of ministry who have a heart to
serve Jesus, love one another, and
bless our community.

The next generation of elders and
leaders is on my heart as I write this.
As the elders met over the past year,
Pastor Andrew led us in a study of the
book Gospel Eldership by Robert H.
Thune. It was a profitable way to start
our monthly meetings and challenged
us to look at eldership from a biblical,
gospel-centered perspective.
Currently, I have the privilege to lead a
group of men at Imago Dei who are
working through Gospel Eldership in
order to learn more about biblical
leadership, being an elder, and
evaluating whether they are both called
and qualified. Now I’m praying that
God will lead more people to a study of
this book, so that the shepherding that
the Apostle Peter wrote about can
continue and PVC will continue to have
an impact in Telford and beyond.

Finally, the elders are thankful for the
support and encouragement from the
flock for Pastor Andrew during his
recently completed sabbatical. Pastor
Andrew reports that he drew closer to
God during that time and I look forward
to him sharing about his experiences in
the coming weeks and months. Thank
you to Ryan Landis, Laz Reyes, Pastor
Paul Sigmund, Pastor Dave Allem and
the rest of the staff for how they
worked together during Pastor
Andrew’s time away. During a very
busy season of ministry, witnessing
their diligence and teamwork was an
encouragement to the elders. God is
good!

In Ephesians 4:11-3 we read that
“Christ gave the apostles, the
prophets, the evangelists, the
shepherds and teachers, to equip
his people for works of service, so
that the body of Christ may be built
up until we all reach unity in the faith
and in the knowledge of the Son of
God and become mature, attaining
to the whole measure of the fullness
of Christ”. Since we believe that
Christ intentionally gave the church
a plurality of gifts and roles to help
equip disciples who make disciples,
as a church we have realigned our
ministry team to better represent and
reflect the variety of giftings that
Christ has blessed the church with.

This past year we were able to see
the team take shape and have
already been blessed by the variety
of gifts and the men that have been
led to minister at Penn Valley
Church. We believe this team made
up of Andrew Saunders, Dave
Allem, Paul Sigmund, Laz Reyes
and Ryan Landis help provide a
more holistic effort to minister to the
people of God as each of them
brings different gifts and
perspectives to each conversation.

As a team we have focused on
better developing our mission and
how we might apply it deeper across
the ministries of Penn Valley
Church. Our desire as a church is to
Discover the Story of God in the
Gospel, Disciple the Family of God
in the gospel, and Deliver the Love
of God with the Gospel. As we
continue to hone in on and give
necessary attention to these
different facets we believe that we
can all continue to grow as disciples
who make disciples. In the next few
months and years we are going to
emphasize these principles and
integrate these biblical directives into
Penn Valley’s ministry mindset. In
2019-20 we plan to especially

emphasize Discipling the Family of God. It
is our desire to better help our family better
connect with other brothers and sisters in the
church, to be equipped for a personal daily
walk with God, and to enlist people to serve
where they are gifted and needed.

We are so excited to see how the Lord is
already at work in each of your lives. This
past year we have been able to see new
families added to the family of faith, we have
been able to celebrate with 14 of our brothers
and sisters as they were baptized, we heard
testimonies of salvation and recommitments,
we have seen freedom from addiction and
saw a lot of spiritual growth. We are excited
for what is in store for our family and we ask
you to continue praying for the ministry of
Penn Valley Church and for us as a staff.

-With love from the CLT.

A NOTE FROM THE

ELDER BOARD



Club 3:18
In 2018/19 we introduced a new curriculum called the Gospel Project on Sunday mornings.
With the Gospel Project, children are taken through the entire Bible in 3 years. “From cover to
cover, the Bible is one single story of God’s plan to redeem His people through His Son, Jesus
Christ”. Our hope is that children will discover who God is and His love for them. That each
week, they’ll be discipled in how God has called them to live. And that our kids will learn to
deliver God’s Good News wherever they go. We believe that God has given parents the
primary role in discipling their children. Our desire is to partner with you and help the children of
Penn Valley Church to connect their hearts, minds and hands to their faith in Jesus. The
Gospel Project has allowed us to send home weekly resources for families to continue the
conversation at home. We pray this is a starting point for families to routinely have Gospel-
centered conversations at home.
On Sunday mornings we have 4 classes with children age 3 through 5th grade. Our dedicated
team of volunteers is what keeps things running smoothly! This past year, we had 24 adults
who were committed to teaching one Sunday a month and 14 teens who regularly help. I am so
grateful for our volunteers and their dedication, talents, flexibility and willingness to serve. A
HUGE thank you to each and every one of them! A special component that was added last
year was a 10 minute group worship time at the beginning of each week for children from
Kindergarten to 5th grade. Here, kids learn and practice various forms of worship through
music, prayer stations, and service projects. The kids especially enjoy making projects for our
VIP’s of the church. This has become a special time of learning the various ways we can
worship the Lord individually and together.

Family Night
2018/19 was another great year for the Family Night ministry. We had a total of 5 classes for
children age 0-5th grade. We had 13 teachers, some who teach for half the year, and others
who commit to serving for the entire Family Night year. It’s a true blessing to have consistent,
godly adults teaching our children! Our child check-in cart was also introduced this year on
Sunday mornings and Wednesday nights. This has allowed for added security and protection
for our children.

PowerCamp
In In August 2019, we had the opportunity to share the Gospel

with 161 campers at PowerCamp. We also had 14 kids apart
of our Jr. High Leadership Program, who volunteer to serve
at camp and other various projects. At PowerCamp, one child
accepted Jesus as their Savior for the first time! Praise the
Lord, and please continue to pray for this little girl! We were
able to give out 34 Bibles to children who did not have a Bible

of their own at home. Following camp, we were also able to bless 12 children with backpacks
for the 2019/20 school year.
We want to acknowledge the amazing support the congregation gives to PowerCamp! Thank
you for the generous donations of food, money and time! We had 75 volunteers this year who
were involved the week of camp! We were able to help 25 children come to camp at a
significantly reduced rate, or for free. Thank you for your generosity and support! Please join us
in praying that the connections made at PowerCamp will continue in the months to come! Also
pray for the families and children who were apart of camp.

Looking Forward to 2019/20
Keep an eye out for new ways we’ll be looking to partner with parents in discipling your children
at home! We’ve been working with a local artist, refreshing the “look” of the Kid’s Ministry logos
and artwork!
During Family Night, our 2nd - 5th graders will be learning from a one-year study called “What’s
Up? This is a fun, interactive study where they’ll be focusing on discovering the Gospel, Jesus
and who they really are. 3 year olds - 1st grade will be journeying through the Jesus Storybook
Bible. Looking forward to a year full of learning and growing!

CHILDREN’S MINISTRYTEACHING
We are blessed to have excellent preachers and teachers for our adults at Penn
Valley. This year, God has used a number of men and women in the preaching and
teaching ministry of Sunday Mornings and Family Night and we are grateful for their
ministry to the Penn Valley Family.

On Sunday mornings 2018-2019, we traveled through seven books of the Bible and
two topical studies:

• Good News Travels – 1 Thessalonians

• Winning the Battle of the Heart – select
characters from Judges

• God Came Near – Christmas series

• What the World Needs Now – topical
study on Reconciliation, Beauty,
Wholeness, Justice

• The Ultimate Light, Love and Life - John
12-21

• Faith’s Ascent in Rugged Terrain - Habakkuk

• Refresh - Psalms and Philemon

• Faith That Works - James

All our messages are available on-line and podcast. Consider sharing them with
friends in need of God’s Word. Just drop a link in a text or email and you’ve shared
God’s Word! We begin this new year with a three-week challenge to recommit to the
vision of Penn Valley Church and make it real in our daily lives.

· Discover the Story of God. This is the root of all spiritual transformation - God’s
story impacting our story. His Word planted in our hearts is the seed of all our
spiritual growth.

· Disciple the Family of God. God did not leave us on our own - He adopted us into
His family where we can grow strong. Like a young sapling develops a mighty trunk
as it matures, we are discipled into an ever-expanding gospel-strong family.

· Deliver the Love of God. The tree’s health is not measured by its height. It’s
measured by its fruit! Jesus tells us to go and bear fruit that will last. So, we share
the love of God in all its forms as seeds that will grow and bear lasting fruit to His
glory!

We follow up our vision with a series, “DISCIPLE - Starting Strong, Finishing Well” a
study in 2 Timothy. We will see how making disciples is the key to your personal
growth and multiplying leaders. Discipleship is the very heart of Jesus plan for you
and His mission for the world. We will also introduce some tools to help the church
make Jesus’ last command our first concern: “Go and make disciples!”



YOUTH MINISTRY

We have had an exciting and blessed
year of youth ministry full of energy,
spiritual growth, and great memories
made together. We have added
some key leaders to our awesome
youth staff team, who have been
investing time in kids through youth
activities and throughout the week.

On Wednesday nights, our junior
high class studied the Old Testament
through the Gospel Project
curriculum, and our senior high
students were taught on a variety of
topics, including the book of Jonah,
the Attributes of God, and an
apologetics study on other
worldviews. We have had a great
group of kids throughout the year,
including many guests and visitors.
We are praising God that we got to
see a couple students accept Christ
this year, and a bunch get baptized
across two Baptism Sundays!

We had an incredible time at our Fall
Welcome Retreat and our Winter
Overnighter, both of which brought
out big crowds of young people for
fun, fellowship, and teaching. We had
several successful outreaches
throughout the year, like the Open
Mic Night where we invited the
community to come share their gifts
and hear a Gospel message; we met

a handful of Souderton High School
students this way!

During this year we got to minister at
Peter Becker Retirement Community,
and we sent a group to the
Momentum Youth Conference as well
as to North Carolina to share Jesus’
love by rebuilding after Hurricane
Florence. Even as we’ve said
goodbye to several graduates, we’ve
welcomed new students from all
types of backgrounds.

This year we had the special privilege
of seeing one of our students serve
as our summer youth intern. Caleb
did an awesome job leading under
Paul’s supervision and got to have
many great experiences serving this
summer. Many other students have
had other opportunities to lead, too,
and uncover their gifts in countless
different ways!

Overall it has been an amazing year
in this ministry, and we are excited
for what next year holds, including
some changes like consistent small
groups and some new outreach
ideas!

Family Night is an essential piece of our church’s community life! This year we
saw such a great turnout that for several months we had to roll out extra
tables. Many of these families were not previously connected to our church,
but were invited by friends who were excited for them to meet our church
family in this format.

In addition to dinner, we were able to provide classes for everyone from young
children through adults, with consistent teachers and Gospel-centered, Bible-
based content. We had periodic special events which kept things exciting, like
a youth talent show and parenting guilds on relevant topics like media choices
and digital safety.

We are looking forward to this coming year of Family Night! We’re introducing
a rotating team of chefs running the kitchen, and we’ll be having a seminar
series which will be led by elders and will focus on Sexuality and the Gospel.
We’re also planning some outreach events and planning new ways to
capitalize on this amazing opportunity to engage the community.

In March we launched our first two D3Families which have served as pilot
groups in Telford and Pennsburg. These groups were designed with the
purpose to help brothers and sisters in Christ learn how to better love one
another like family, better know and act out the story of God, grow in
accountability, and to spur one another on towards living a life on mission.
These groups have already grown in their ability to minister to one another and
to our communities. It has been cool to see how the groups have already
grown in the love for one another and how quickly they have been willing and
able to respond to needs in the group and in the community. So far these
groups have been able to minister to the Penn Valley family, their neighbors,
workers of the community fair, and lower-income students in the Souderton
School District.

Our hope in this next year is that each of our groups would determine who it is
they are hoping to minister to on a more regular basis, and to identity new
leaders which would allow us to add additional groups.

FAMILY NIGHT

D3FAMILIES



ADORN WOMEN’S MINISTRY GRACE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
The word Adorn is mentioned in the Bible approximately 20 times. The definition
of Adorn is to make more beautiful or attractive. As women, we aspire to make
our own lives more beautiful on the inside while striving to make the Gospel more
attractive to others for the glory of God (Titus 2:10,11). It is our hope that in
searching the Scriptures, and in fellowship and community with other women, we
will see evidence of this in our lives and benefit the church body.

Last fall, we studied a book called “Adamant: Finding truth in a Universe of
opinions” by Lisa Bevere. Pastor Paul made a special appearance to teach us
about Versions of the Bible vs. Translations of the Bible. In the winter/spring, we
did a study on the book “1 Peter” by Jen Wilkin.

We will begin this year with a study of Philippians using a video/study guide by
Matt Chandler.

The Adorn Ladies Bible study is held during the school year on the 1st and 3rd
Tuesday mornings of each month. It is open to all women. We especially hope
to minister to young mothers to provide a time to get together with other women.
Childcare is provided. Facilitators are Judi Orme, Christine Brown, and Pam
Stoneback. Special thanks to the ladies who faithfully serve in childcare.

In March, 73 Men attended our Men’s
retreat at Camp Conquest and were
challenged to Rise Up and live a life of
courage and integrity. We have heard
testimonies from men (and a wife) of the
freedom men were able to find through the
weekend, and how the message has taken
root in their lives. We praise God for his
work in the hearts of our men and trust he
will continue the work He has started!
Please pray for the pastoral staff as they
continue to pray and seek what God would
have for our next Men’s retreat.

MEN’S RETREAT

As part of the ministry of Penn Valley, Grace Christian School has the privilege
of ministering daily to sixty-four students in kindergarten through sixth grade.
Our school-wide theme this year centers on God’s One Anothers. We started
the month with James 5:16 on praying for one another and will emphasize a
different one another each month. Our curriculum continues to challenge our
students and prepare them for middle school. The results of our recent
standardized testing placed our students at or above two grades beyond their
current grade.

This past year the students were invited to assist the township in planting trees
in the park adjacent to our property. For many this was their first introduction
into using a shovel. They also collected food items for the Keystone Opportunity
Center as another way to serve our community.

One of the highlights of the year was the performance of the Christmas musical.
This past year under the leadership of Rick Daam they performed the
“Snowflake County Christmas” for friends and family. This was an opportunity to
share the gospel with family who are not saved. We have also found that
providing our students with parts in the musicals inspires them to pursue
community theater and or high school performances.

A special thanks to our church family for your support and generosity throughout
the year. Our auction would not be as successful without you. Thank you for
your prayers and encouragement.



OUTREACH DEACON MINISTRY
Deacons have been and are currently operating in the areas of visitation, care, and
benevolence for the people who are attending Penn Valley Church. Deacons have,
also on occasion, met needs of members of our local community.

The Visitation Team is primarily concerned with our members who are widowed,
elderly, or having health issues - especially those who have no family nearby. We
call them VIPs. Our goal is to stay in touch with these individuals to encourage them
and let them know they are a valued part of the Penn Valley family. If we become
aware of any need for assistance, we connect with the Care team and try to meet
that need. On behalf of the church, we deliver small gifts on their birthdays and
throughout the year. Soup seems to be a favorite, which we'll be doing again in Oct.

If you'd like to get involved in ministering to our VIPs, please contact Steve or JoAnn
Andrew. We need help throughout the year making soup or baked goods, as well
as doing visits or deliveries.

The Care Team helped a family move, lent a car while it was in the shop and helped
with the large repair bill through the benevolence fund. Members of the Care Team
did some computer repair work and installed a new bathroom fan.

The Benevolence Fund helped with a dental bill, a car repair bill and helped an
Along the Way (a local non-profit) mom with her rent. We also supplied the visitation
team with gift cards to Giant for the Seniors of PVC.

Although not necessarily part of the Benevolence Fund, the women of the church
made freezer meals to be given to anyone who could be encouraged by a meal. All
the meals have been distributed to PVC people, moms from Along the Way,
neighbors and individuals contacting the church office asking for grocery store gift
cards.

Moving forward, the Deacon ministry desires to continue to meet the needs of our
church members through visitation, care (building projects, meals, repairs etc.) ,and
benevolence. Our hope is to get more people involved using their gifts, abilities,
and talents to serve one another.

In August we were able to minister to 142
teachers in our community by providing
them with bags of encouragement at the
beginning of their school year.

We were able to provide a safe space and a
face of encouragement to over 200 children
in our community who came out to our
Trunk or Treat outreach in October.

In May we ministered to the Telford Fire Co.
by hosting their Penny Auction which
allowed them to host record numbers in
attendance and allowed us to build further
relationships with our local fire company
volunteers.

A team of 13 of our brothers and sisters
(ranging from 5yrs old to 70s) were able to
help the local Bean Bag program provide
weekend meals to 260 low income children
in the Souderton area school district.

We sent two teams to the Whosoever
Gospel Mission to provide worship and
fellowship.

We have established a volunteer
partnership with Concert Sundaes and
have been involved in the Souderton
Community Park project.

In June we welcomed nearly 10,000 of
our neighbors to our Community Fair.
We had the chance to show them the
Love of Christ and in the meantime we
able to bless Keystone Opportunity
Center, Along the Way, Northcare
Women’s Clinic, the Telford Fire
Company and the Indian Valley Public
Library with financial gifts totalling
$21,500

Our hope for this upcoming year would
be that we would continue to build upon
the work from last year. We pray that
we might mobilize to reach those in
PVC’s “Jerusalem, and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the farthest parts of
the earth (Acts 1:8b).”



UPDATE FROM IMAGO DEIUPDATE FROM JOURNEY
1 Thessalonians 2:4 says “for we have been APPROVED by God to be ENTRUSTED
with the Gospel. So, we speak. Not to please man. But to please God, who tests our
hearts” (emphasis added).

This passage has been at the core of how we have been moving forward as a body at
Journey Church. If God has already approved us, than we are His. The God who
spoke mountains into existence, has graciously entrusted to all believers the only
message that leads people back into intimate and right relationship with their
Creator! This leads to a boldness in knowing that sometimes what we say and do
might not be understood by the other people in our sphere. This comes with the
weight of having to, in faith, trust that an unseen God is worthy of honor and glory and
boldness even when we are tempted to fear man (who is seen) and his influence.

We have been entrusted with the Gospel. So, that means that all that makes up who
we are (family, finances, history, education, giftings, etc…) is given to us as a tool and
resource to advance the Gospel. We haven’t been entrusted with our wealth, for
example. We have been entrusted with the Gospel and our wealth (whether a lot by
the worlds standards or a little) is a tool /resource bestowed upon us to advance the
Gospel.

We have spent a lot of the previous 3 years decentralizing away from a building and a
Sunday service. We have community groups that meet every other week in Hatboro,
Willow Grove, and Perkasie. We have a ladies Bible study that meets in homes in
Hatboro. We have men’s group that meets at the church if video is needed, at
racetracks, baseball games, but meets mainly in homes or in restaurants /
coffeeshops in the area. We have intentional discipleship that is happening in homes,
on hikes, on patios, decks, and anywhere life is happening. We have worked
diligently to create a space on Sunday morning where we gather to celebrate what
God is doing, get equipped for the next 6 days, and worship Him for all He has done
and will continue to do in our midst.

Last year we saw people come to know Christ. We saw people obey the Lord by
being baptized. We saw consistent attendance and commitment to the things that
make up Journey Church. We saw a hunger produced in the body to be the body.
We saw people grow in maturity. We linked arms through hard times and we
celebrated the good times. We have seen marriages fall apart, and we grieved. We
have seen marriages repaired by the grace of a loving Savior, and we rejoiced. We
have seen failure and pain, and we have seen grace and mercy shown. We have
seen a deepening understanding of what it means to be a community. We have
walked with one another through it all and the number of people who God has
brought into the family that is Journey Church has grown.

By God’s grace, He has rebuilt this Campus into
what it is today. How do you sum up a year in a
written report? I guess I would say this, we are
still here, God is still good, and we see Him on
the move in Hatboro, Warrington, Warminster,
Roslyn, Abington, Glenside, Ambler, Chestnut Hill,
Horsham, Yardley, Richboro, Newtown, and
beyond. We pray that He continues to give us
eyes to see and ears to hear what He desires of
us. Thank you for being a sending church.

Thank you for pouring into what God is doing at Journey. To God be the glory!

At Penn Valley Church we still believe that God is calling us
to plant churches. To do so we have realized the best way to
do so is to make His last command our first concern: make
disciples. If we focus on making reproducing disciples,
church planting will be one of the results. We ask that you
join with us in prayer as we continue to seek the direction of
the Lord in where He might have us go next, who He might
have in store for the team, and when we launch the next
campus of Penn Valley Church.

OUR NEXT CAMPUS

As a pastor, but also in general, I tend to be a cup half full type of person (7/8 full
according to one leader) and by default I typically view life and ministry through a
lens of optimism which is reflected in the campus reports that I usually submit to
Leadership Council. Although these reports have accurately represented the Spirits
activity within our campus, this years report will not, at least on the surface, appear
to be quite as celebratory.

As we had been pursuing autonomy, we were and have continued to be reminded
over and over again that Jesus meant what He Said in Matthew 16:18:
“... I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.”
Part of the building His church has involved the deconstruction of some of our
“unhealthy infrastructure”. This process has been essential but humbling and painful.

All through the scriptures you see this theme of God opposing the proud but giving
grace to the humble (Isa 57:15; 66:1-2; James 4:6-11; I Peter 5:5-6) God loves us so
much that in our pride He literally is against us, but at the same time He is uniquely
motivated to give grace to the humble and contrite.

Leading His church has produced within us an urgent need for His grace and His
divine enablement. Consequently this has created the culture we desire and had
been praying for, which is that of brokenness. Understanding that in His work,
leading His sheep, humility needs to be viewed as our new best friend and pride as
our mortal enemy, thus, we’re learning to embrace and truly thank the Lord for
opportunities to cultivate humility and mortify or wage war on our pride.

The enemy would tempt us to resist and run from any situation or scenario that could
possibly put us in a position of weakness, where we could be humbled, because in
his economy, humiliation is the fate of the weak. Why, because he knows that its in
those very places that God promises to meet us and give us His power
commensurate to our surrender & submission.

In closing through this journey God has taught us that humility is His highway to
spiritual health and only proud people can be humiliated!

Humbly,
Daryl Swartley



MISSIONS UPDATE
As a church family we were able again, through the
leadership of Sabrina Bratcher, pack boxes for
Operation Christmas Child. We are
thankful for the sacrificial work that Sabrina does all
year to gather supplies for the “least of these” in
other parts of the world. We had a wonderful time as
a family packing 2,490 boxes to send to Operation
Christmas Child. We look forward to being able to do this again this upcoming year and
pray that the Lord would use this service to bring people to Himself.

It has been a continued joy to partner with the Paul and Louise Klawitter in
helping to deliver the Gospel to the uttermost parts of the world. Paul continues to serve
as the executive director of church planting for Encompass World Partners. This past
year, Paul has had opportunity travel all over the world working with key church planters
and leaders among our Charis churches. Paul often meets with current church planting
teams to train and equip them to be more effective in working as a unified team in the
their contexts such as Mexico, Poland, Argentina, Asia, United States and of course
France. Due to her health Louise has transitioned in her ministry role and now coaches
and writes from home to help equip other missionaries on the field. Please continue to
pray for Paul and Louise as they continue to help their East Dĳon through this year of
leadership transition and also in supporting the Dĳon Cafe in its evangelistic work.
Please pray for mercy and healing for Louise as she continues to wait upon the Lord for
healing and strength in the midst of her physical suffering and pray for Paul as he
travels and equips other missionaries.

Laban Reeves and theNew Generation Community Church in Harlem,
NYC had its first official Start-Up Party on Friday, May 31, one year after officially
closing New Horizon Church.

The event gave Pastor Laban Reeves and his team the opportunity to invite neighbors
and friends to meet the team, enjoy the sounds of a DJ and hear and respond to the
vision of New Generation. At the event Pastor Laban shared the vision for New
Generation Community Church — A tale of two cities becoming one through the
unifying power of the Gospel — one neighborhood at a time.The evening culminated in
guests having an opportunity to respond to the vision by expressing a level of interest in
the future launch of the church.

Six individuals responded that they are ready to join the Launch Team. Another eight
people responded that they were interested in keeping in touch knowing more about the
future launch plans. Please join us in praying for New Generation as they have set a
potential launch date for the fall, contingent on having a strong enough launch team and
the key players in place.

A final note, please know in response to both the need and the blessing of providing
help to others in need, we were moved this year to establish a standingCrisis
Relief Fund for the purpose of funding our crisis support efforts. If you have any
questions about how to give, please reach out to any of our Telford elders. Similarly, if
you have any questions of how you might personally be a blessing to our Missionaries
abroad, please don’t hesitate to ask either Dan Balmer or Kent Hamaker; we would love
to share what God is doing around the world.

Praise the Lord for all the activity we were able to observe and participate in this year
as part of our “Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and the uttermost part of the world.” And
praise him greater still for a chance to connect with those of our family out on the
Missions Field!

We were also blessed with a chance to connect with Dave Guiles, Executive Director
Encompass World Partners. Dave has been instrumental in keeping us connected to
our Missionary families and we were encouraged by his visit to learn more of the
Grace Brethren history during his visit.

This year, we were blessed with a visit withSteve Galegor we will remember to
lift in prayer the Albanian people both here in the NY area and in their home country
as God moves within their communities.

We were doubly blessed to haveBarb Wooler return from her current
assignment with Encompass World Partners and Crisis Relief. Barb provided a
touching reflection on God’s provision and blessing among our brothers and sisters in
Christ in the Central African Republic. We were able to team up with Barb as we sent
a team down to Hampstead, NC to assist with clean up after Hurricane Florence
hurled record amounts of rain, which contributed to flooding. It was a blessing for our
group to be used by the Lord in this very tangible way. We mobilized to partner with
other church teams, giving a helping hand and hug to those in perhaps their most
desperate times so they might experience the love of God. Please pray for Barb as
she continues to seek ways to be “equipping the Church to be the light in crises” in
her role as the Director of Crisis Response for Encompass World Partners.

It has been a very eventful year forDave and Sue Griffith, our missionaries
to France. They have decided to retire and will be relocating to be closer to family in
Indiana after 40 years of faithful service to the Lord in spreading His Good News in
France. They also welcomed another grandchild, the “first little Griffith.” Please
continue to pray for these dear missionaries as they move on to this next season of
life. Also, continue to pray for the work in France. Specifically for the church in Macon
and that the government will finally approve the purchase of property for their building.
Pray for the upcoming Live Manger Scene and Christmas Market. May God be
glorified through the work that the Griffiths started and the leaders that they have
raised up.

We have continued our partnership with theHand in Hand Orphan
School in Bossembele, Central African Republic (CAR) by our prayers and support
which allow us to come alongside the Bossembele Church to be the hands and feet of
Jesus to these children and their community. Please continue to pray for Tomas (their
teacher), Pastor Dole and the Children. For physical strength and protection from the
strife in their country, and for the children to see Jesus and embrace the gospel. Also
pray for this ministry as they seek a new director to replace Ginger Hoch, who has
blessed us with many years of faithful leadership to Hand in Hand.

The work of the Gospel is both global and never ceasing. From the southern states, to
Canada, to New York, to Albania, to the CAR, to our backyard, God is moving among
us, and we praise him for an opportunity to partner with our brothers and sisters. May
God bless our endeavors and may many hearts be touched by the truth of His Grace.




