
Esther is probably my favourite book of 
the Bible.  I’ve spent a fair bit of time 
studying it, have taught it in Sunday School 
to women, taught it in Christian high 
school classrooms and just generally enjoy 
the telling of the narrative; I may have 
mentioned that I am an English teacher—
great stories intrigue me.  I encourage you 
to sit down and read the entire book of 
Esther (just 10 chapters) in one sitting.   

What’s so interesting about chapter 4 of 
Esther is that it contains the pivotal verse 
in the book, verse 14—“For if you keep 
silent at this time, relief and deliverance 
will rise for the Jews from another place, 
but you and your father’s house will 
perish.”  Mordecai is speaking here: it’s his 
call to action to his niece.  Stand up, he 
says.  You are being called to action.  Do 
you think that God has placed you in the 
king’s household as the queen for no 
reason?   

Not every moment of my life is a pivotal 
one; most moments of my life are pretty 
mundane.  However, there are times when 
the Lord chooses to bring my days into 
sharper focus.  The question I need to be 
asking myself is what am I called to right 
now?  Am I using my time and talents, my 
place in this world, my finances, my whole 
life for such a time as this? 

I look back at the first six months of this 
year, and I know that I’ve spent some 
mindless hours playing games on my 
mobile device.  I have books that still need 
to be read.  Will the garden get planted 

this year?  Should I be preparing to teach 
another Sunday School class?  Should I be 
cutting back on my volunteer activities?  
Esther was called to action, even though 
she was merely a woman in the harem of a 
mighty king.  I’m not anyone special.  I 
don’t wield any sort of authority or power.  
How do I act from a position of 
powerlessness? 

Esther seemed to manage just fine.  
Mordecai reminded her of her call; she 
responded in God’s strength.  She used the 
subservient position He had equipped her 
with to save a nation.  She brought down a 
very powerful political figure in a country 
where she was not even really a citizen.  
She was instrumental in rooting out the 
enemies of the Jewish people—some  
75,000 were killed across the kingdom 
when they tried to destroy the Jews living 
in Media and Persia.  The feast of Purim, a 
Jewish tradition practiced to this day, was 
established in Esther’s honour to 
commemorate what she accomplished, at 
the right time, for God’s purposes.  

What are you being called to today?  Doing 
the laundry?  Going to work?  Sharing the 
Gospel with that girlfriend at work or 
neighbour on the other side of the 
driveway?  Bring your day into focus.  
Remember that God’s purposes will be 
accomplished, but He wants to use you to 
do it.  This brings Him glory, and it grows 
you closer to Him. 

Beth Ann 
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New Arrivals 

Sarah Jean 

Born: May 15 

To: Rod & Erin Baird 

 

 

Expecting 

Kendra Evans 

(July) 

Hannah Guthrie  

(July) 

Jen Koopman 

(September) 

Rachel Guthrie 

(October) 

Amanda Bydeley 

(October) 

Kate Buurma 

(November) 

Watch for baby 
shower information 
by the end of 
summer or early in 
the fall. 
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When Life Hands You Lemons... 
The Ministry of Women 

would like to thank all of you 

who came to our event on 

May 11th.  Many of you 

brought friends with you and 

we were very encouraged to 

have so many ladies make 

the time to join us.  The 

singing was led by Jody and 

we commented later that 

you sang your hearts out!  

We were so blessed too by 

Charlene’s wisdom and 

experience that she brought 

to us.   

The world tells us we can 

make lemonade out of the 

lemons in our lives, but what 

if our circumstance or 

experience has been 

something that we can’t 

make into lemonade?  What 

if I have something that 

won’t expire, like a chronic 

illness?  Then, we need to 

get some lemonAID instead.  

How can we rejoice when 

we carry burdens?  Am I 

wearing a mask to conceal 

my hurt?  How do we handle 

all of these things?   

Charlene began by telling us 

her story and what she has 

learned through the 

struggles in her life.  We are 

all very private people; we 

don’t want to be vulnerable.  

Charlene asked us to be 

vulnerable.  We began by 

writing our lemon 

experiences on a piece of 

paper and sharing them 

together.  Many of our 

ladies got real and exposed 

some real pain in their 

lives.  We looked at King 

David and how he felt 

alone and shared his heart 

by crying out to God in 

Psalm 13.  We also looked 

at Philippians 4:4-9 and saw 

how to combat the things 

in our lives that are 

weighing us down.  We 

need to apply Scripture to 

what we are feelingfor 

example, is it true?  We 

need to turn 

disappointments into 

opportunity, take our 

rejections and turn them 

into re-evaluations.  This 

can be an overwhelming 

thought to someone who is 

burdened down with 

something, so to end off, 

we talked at our tables and 

we filled our white boards 

with suggestions of things 

we could do.  Here are a 

few: “be real, remember 

blessings, pray, ask for 

help, be a good listener.”  

There were so many 

wonderful suggestions of 

how to reach out to one 

another.   We need each 

other.  God put us in 

community to help one 

another.  I hope that the 

evening encouraged even 

one of you dear ladies to 

reach out for help if you are 

feeling overwhelmed with 

your situation or to be bold 

enough to put your arm 

around someone and ask if 

they are hurting or in need 

of help.  Thank you, 

Charlene!   

Our evening ended with 

some wonderful fellowship 

around the delicious food 

that was planned by Lori 

and Beth Ann.  We had so 

many of you help out…we 

are truly blessed! 

“Finally, brothers, whatever 

is true, whatever is 

honorable, whatever is just, 

whatever is pure, whatever 

is lovely, whatever is 

commendable, if there is 

any excellence, if there is 

anything worthy of praise, 

think about these things” 

Philippians 4:8 

Anne Ottaway 

NOTE: Charlene’s message 

was recorded and is 

available on CD from the 

rack in the foyer. $2 covers 

the cost of materials. 

How long, O Lord? Will 
you forget me forever? 
How long will you hide 
your face from me? 
How long must I take 
counsel in my soul 
and have sorrow in my 
heart all the day? 
How long shall my 
enemy be exalted  
over me? 

Consider and answer 
me, O Lord my God; 
light up my eyes, lest I 
sleep the sleep of death, 
lest my enemy say, “I 
have prevailed over 
him,” 
lest my foes rejoice 
because I am shaken. 

But I have trusted in 
your steadfast love; 
my heart shall rejoice in 
your salvation. 
I will sing to the Lord, 
because he has dealt 
bountifully with me. 

Psalm 13 (ESV) 
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A summer Bible study just started a few weeks ago. There are still books available and women are welcome to join 

anytime. Lyne Guthrie is leading this study on the Sermon on the Mount using the book Lord, I’m Torn Between 

Two Masters by Kay Arthur. The cost of the book is $15 and is available in the office. 

We are grateful for the women in this church who know and love the Lord and His Word and are willing and able to 

teach so that we can all grow in sanctification.  It is also wonderful that there are those willing to care for the little 

ones making it possible for moms with young children to participate freely.  Below are testimonies from some of the 

women who attended Bible studies in the Spring; may they encourage us all to be faithful students of the Word. 

Plans for September Bible studies are already underway and we are excited about some things we hope to bring to 

you then. Watch for details later in the summer.  ~ Helena 

As a new Christian, I am realizing how important it is to study 

God’s Word each day. Without daily prayer and delving into the 

Word, I find myself drifting away and more easily succumbing 

to temptations. 

When I take the time to walk closer to Christ and allow Him to 

lead me, I find my soul is refreshed and I feel renewed. The 

problems, the temptations, the struggles are still there, but I am 

relying on His strength, not my own.  

 

This Bible study has taught me to love one another, forgive, 
and ask forgiveness. It has helped me recognize my sins and 
take responsibility for them.  This study has made me want to 
be more like Christ and to have a quiet, gentle spirit.  

Tuesday morning Bible study 

has been such a blessing in my 

life. It really helps me to keep my 

mind and heart more on God 

through the week. I’m so 

thankful for the study leaders 

and child care workers who work 

so hard so that the studies can 

happen. We just finished “The 

Pursuit of Holiness” led by 

Maggie Eastman. I really 

enjoyed the study and gained a 

deeper understanding of the 

importance of always being in 

God’s Word in order to deal 

with habitual sins that creep 

into our lives.  

For the word of God is 

living and active, sharper 

than any two-edged 

sword, piercing to the 

division of soul and of 

spirit, of joints and of 

marrow, and discerning 

the thoughts and 

intentions of the heart.  

Hebrews 4:12 (ESV) 

Moms Do the Parks:  
Summer Meet and Play  

 
Check your mailboxes for a schedule 
of where and when to meet over 
the 
summer 
months. 

We get asked this question before most of our events.  Although the 

content  of our events would often be suitable for your daughters, 

these events are geared toward the adult women of our church as a 

time for them to get together in a safe place to fellowship and share 

with their adult sisters in Christ. Peoples Church has a wonderful 

youth ministry, which we hope your daughters are participating in, 

and in a few years’ time when they become adults, they are welcome 

to attend the women’s events also. 

“Can I bring my daughter?” 



BLT Pasta Salad 

2-1/2 cups uncooked bow tie  

pasta 

6 cups torn romaine lettuce 

1 medium tomato, diced 

4 bacon strips, cooked and 

crumbled 

1/2 cup ranch dressing 

1 Tablespoon barbecue sauce 

1/4 teaspoon pepper 

 

Adapted from Taste of Home  

Pineapple Lemonade Punch 

1 can Pineapple Juice 

1 bottle Simply Lemonade 

1-2L bottle Sprite 

Sliced Lemons 

 

Mix together pineapple juice and 

lemonade in a punch bowl or large 

beverage dispenser. Add lemon slices 

and Sprite. 

Optional: Freeze some of the pineapple 

juice in ice cube trays to keep the punch 

cold. 

 

Cook pasta according to package 

directions. Drain, then rinse pasta 

under cold water. 

In a large bowl, combine the romaine 

lettuce, tomato, bacon and pasta. 

Drizzle the ranch dressing and 

barbecue sauce over the top. Gently 

toss to coat evenly. Season with 

pepper.  

Serve 

immediately 

and enjoy! 

Serves 6. 

Recipe Section 

Mentoringwe're changing... 

We've been working on some changes for our mentoring program and 
are excited to announce we hope to implement a new pilot program this 
fall if the Lord allows. This change will see mentoring turn into a small 
group of maybe three gals and one mentor as opposed to our one-on-
one ministry which we've had in our original program. These very small 

'groups' will be topic oriented, limited to how many can attend, and will meet once a month over a 10-
month period.  Be in prayer as to whether this form of mentoring might be for you. Further details will 
be finalized and released in August.  
Note—this change is only a pilot program, so all mentoring currently happening can continue as usual.  
As always, if you'd like information on our mentoring program, or if you have any further questions, 
please feel free to contact either Anne Ottaway or Deb Bydeley. 
 Anne: 519-845-0525    a_ottaway@hotmail.com  Deb: 519-541-1552   jbydeley1@cogeco.ca 

Walking through infertility, miscarriage, 
pregnancy and postpartum complications 
is never easy, but it’s harder when you feel 
alone. An increasing number of you fit 
these categories and the Ministry of 
Women desires to provide encouragement 
and support for you.  

To get connected, please contact  
Kim Minielly at 519-466-0789 (home) 
or E-mail minielly4@gmail.com 

Infertility, Pregnancy, and 
Postpartum Complications 

Support  

Showers & Weddings 
It’s been a busy year so far for weddings at Peoples 
Church! Congratulations to these newlyweds: 

 Matt & Rebecca Carter (January) 
 Jeremy & Kristen DeVries (April) 
 John & Abby Campbell (May) 
 Ian & Amanda McGuire (May) 
 Dan & Lish Guthrie (June) 

Watch for bridal shower information for upcoming 
weddings in the next newsletter. 

http://www.tasteofhome.com/recipes/blt-bow-tie-pasta-salad
mailto:minielly4@gmail.com

