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“Teach me,  

O Lord, the way  

of your statutes;  

and I will keep it 

to the end. 

Give me 

understanding, 

that I may keep 

your law and 

observe it with my 

whole heart. 

Lead me in the 

path of your 

commandments, 

for I delight in it. 

Incline my heart to 

your testimonies, 

and not to  

selfish gain. 

Turn my eyes from 

looking at 

worthless things; 

and give me life in 

your way.” 

Psalm 119:33-37  

“My soul is 

consumed with 

longing for your 

rules at all times.”  

Psalm 119:20  

Devotional: God’s Word in Me  
I’ve been taking advantage of some of the Bible studies on the Right Now Media site that we have 
available through the church.  This devotion is based on one of the studies I have been doing by Shellie 
Rushing Tomlinson called “Heart Wide Open”.   

I know I need to read God’s Word daily but sometimes it can seem like it is just something to accomplish 
rather than something that fills my soul.  Do you feel that way too?  Some days I don’t even accomplish 
it because of tiredness, interruptions, or something else.  When this happens it can become frustrating, 
guilt inducing, and ineffective.   

The realization that God doesn’t need us to read His Word—He’s not checking off a list of 
accomplishments for me to do; it should be something I value and crave, as newborn babies desire 
milk—this spurs me on to this goal.   Is this the desire of your heart?  I hope so; it is mine.  So where do 
we begin to crave God’s Word? 

1. Change Means Honesty and Valuing God’s Word - Psalm 119:18 says “Open my eyes that I may behold 
wondrous things out of your law.”  Pray that God would give you a love for His Word; keep praying 
that God would open your eyes to these wondrous things.  God knows my heart doesn’t always crave 
His Word. 

2. Feeding, Not Just Reading - So many times I come to God’s Word as my list to check off, my passage to 
read or accomplishment for the day, rather than looking at the Word as my feeding.  The Word is 
Jesus.  It is alive and transforming, “For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two 
edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and marrow, and discerning the 
thoughts and intentions of the heart” (Hebrews 4:12).  This is not just a book; it is alive and I need to 
interact with it. 
Do I want to fulfill the purpose of God for my life?  Then Matthew 4:4 is how I need to live: “Man shall 
not live by bread alone but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.”  How do I do that, you 
ask?  Here are a few things that Shellie suggested: 

a) Memorize – Eek, I know, I’m not good at it.  But when I looked at it from the perspective that it 
shows to God how much I value His Word that I would look at it throughout the day and try to 
memorize it, that changed my doubts about my ability.  Start small.  Pick a verse that really 
encourages you or speaks to a situation you’re in, write it on a piece of paper (or your phone) and 
put it in your pocket, pull it out periodically throughout your day and read it.  If you like 
competition, there are lots of apps for memorizing (just think about all the lyrics of songs that you 
know; you can memorize!) 

b) Talk Back – Read it out loud, listen to an app read to you, or sing it.  The more senses we engage, 
the more we can retain.  Thank the Lord for what you’ve read and ask Him what He’s trying to show 
you and wait for an answer.  He may bring another passage of Scripture to mind or a song, or just a 
sense of peace in the truth that the passage proclaims; don’t be in a rush.  When we do this, we’re 
showing God that we know His Word is living and breathing and is telling us something.  It’s better 
to retain and apply one verse or thought than read a huge portion and not retain anything but the 
check mark on my list. 

3. God’s Word Taking Hold  - I need to ask and keep asking for God to give me a love for His Word and 
turn my heart to His Word.  In Psalm 119:36-37, David asks God to keep His heart inclined to the 
testimonies and keep his eyes from worthless things, right in the middle of extolling the wonders of 
God’s Word.  David knew his heart and that it would be prone to wander from God from day to day.  
We are the same as David.  What benefit there is in asking God to keep our hearts inclined to His 
Word!  In John 8:31-32, it says that if we continue or abide in God’s Word, the truth will set us free.  
Feed on God’s Word because our hearts are prone to wander and forget the truth and believe the lies 
that Satan brings our way.  God promises that continuing in His Word will bring us truth, and the truth 
will set us free.   Anne Ottaway 

Ministry of Women 
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“Oh, taste and see that 

the Lord is good!  

Blessed is the  

[wo]man who takes 

refuge in him! 

 

The Lord is near  

to the brokenhearted.” 

Psalm 34:8, 18a 

Mentoring: Even Greater Options 
This is just a reminder that here at 
Peoples Church, we offer women a 
multifaceted mentoring program. 
We’ve expanded our program to 
include one-on-one mentoring on a 
casual basis, topical group mentoring 
on a regulated monthly basis, and 
now also, if you prefer, you may 
choose your own mentor for ‘on-the-
spot’ mentoring as necessary. (Note 
that we will provide you with a list of 
elder approved mentors).  

Maybe you’ve been too shy, or life 
has been too busy, or maybe you’re 

just now realizing the desire to be 
mentored; don’t wait, there’s no 
better time than now. Simply fill out 
your name and brief contact 
information using the provided form 
(near the CD rack in the foyer), then 
place it in the mailbox labelled 
‘Women’s Ministry’ (far right side in 
mail box area) and either Anne or 
Deb will contact you to set the 
wheels in motion. Reach out; be 
blessed! 

~ Deb Bydeley & Anne Ottaway 

Infertility & Miscarriage Support 
Are you struggling with infertility?  Have you suffered a miscarriage?  You 

are not alone.  We often keep these delicate issues silent, suffering alone; 

however, the Ministry of Women would like to be an encouragement and 

support to you.  We have a group that is able to walk beside you as you 

navigate these difficult times. 

Our heart’s desire is for you to rest in the Lord, to know He has a special 

plan for your life, and that you are loved and treasured beyond measure. 

Maybe you are just feeling the need for extra prayer.  If so, we will commit 

to pray for you. 

You can chat/text/email me or just leave a note in my church mailbox (E05). 

All information will be kept confidential unless you state otherwise. 

Kim Minielly 

Email: kminielly4@icloud.com 

Phone: 226-932-6221 
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A Study of God’s Sovereignty 

We all need rest. To have some understanding of 
election and sovereignty gives us that rest from 
struggling and striving. To gain some knowledge 
of sovereignty, we need to have a look at 
election, which we will do by looking into 
Romans 9. 

Our main focus will be on gaining insight into 
God’s sovereignty and so we will study Isaiah 40, 
verse by verse. 

Neither election nor sovereignty can be fully and 
completely grasped, but we will have an exciting 
time studying them from the Word of God. 

Pat Freeman will lead this study on Tuesday 
mornings. There are no materials to purchase. 
Just bring your Bible and a pen. 

Lord, Is It Warfare? Teach Me to Stand  

Once you become a Christian, you enter a war zone. The 
problem is, you may not even realize it. Lord, Is It 
Warfare? will help to equip you to recognize and 
understand the spiritual warfare that is inevitable for those 
who follow the Lord Jesus Christ. You'll learn about the 
battle tactics and devices of your adversary, Satan. And 
you'll discover Scriptural ways to overcome the enemy by 
turning to Christ, who loves you and offers you all the 
strength, wisdom, and power you need for victory. 

This 11-week study facilitated by Lyne Guthrie will take 
place Tuesday mornings using the book by Kay Arthur, as 
well as corresponding DVD messages. 

The cost of the book is $15 and is available in the church 
office. 

Kickoff Study & Lunch  
Tuesday, September 11th at 9:15 a.m. 

EVENING CLASS - Exodus: The Way Out 

“And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he [Jesus] interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things 
concerning himself.” Luke 24:27 

The second book of the Old Testament is a wonderful revelation of God’s redemptive work that points in such an 
exciting way to the work of Jesus. Besides having major themes like slavery, the Passover lamb, the exodus and a 
chosen people, it’s just a really good story! Exodus is a huge book, so we are going to look at the first half (Chapters 
1-20) using just the Bible and some weekly questions. If you are new to Bible study or haven’t been out for a while, 
or if your Bible study skills feel a little out of practice, the book of Exodus is a great way to jump in.    

Come join us on Tuesday evenings from 7:00–8:30 as Joy Wilpstra leads this 12-week study. 

Whether you’re an expert student of the Bible or have never attended a Bible study before, all women are 
invited to come get a taste of what to expect at our Kickoff Study & Lunch on Tuesday, September 11th. 

Everyone will gather in the Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m. for a short information and introduction session, then 
head to the class of your choosing, returning to the Fellowship Hall to enjoy a light lunch together. Lunch will 
be provided for the children and child care volunteers also and everything should wrap up around 12:30 p.m.  

Please do sign up for your preferred Bible study at the desk in the foyer, then come and check it out; perhaps 
it will be the beginning of a wonderful thing for you.  

Coming in January 2019 
Adorned: Living out the Beauty of the Gospel Together  

We received great feedback from women of all ages who participated in this study  

on Tuesday mornings last fall, and we plan to offer it again in the evenings beginning 

in January 2019, with Anna Jamieson leading. The cost of the book is $14 and is 

available in the church office. 
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A Mother’s Prayer 

Before you close your eyes to sleep 

I have a promise still to keep 

As I hold you in my arms. 

I pray your little frame grows strong 

And that faith takes hold while you are 

young; 

This is my prayer for you. 

Hold my hand; 

I’ll teach you the Way to go. 

Through the joys, through the tears, 

The journey of these years, 

May you trust Him ‘til the end. 

May you trust Him in the end. 

This world is not as it should be, 

But the Savior opens eyes to see 

All that’s beautiful and true. 

Oh may His light fill all you are 

And the jewel of wisdom crown your heart; 

This is my prayer for you. 

Hold my hand; 

I’ll teach you the Way to go. 

Through the joys, through the tears, 

The journey of these years, 

He is with us ‘til the end. 

He is faithful ‘til the end. 

You’ll travel where my arms won’t reach 

As the road will rise to lead your feet 

On a journey of your own. 

May my mistakes not hinder you 

But His grace remain and guide you through; 

This is my prayer for you. 

Take His hand 

And go where He calls you to. 

And whatever comes, seek Him 

With all your heart; 

This will be my prayer for you. 

Father, hear my ceaseless prayer; 

Oh keep them in your care. 

 Keith & Kristyn Getty 

Baby & Bridal News 

EXPEC TANT MOTH ERS  

Rachael Spiece 

(September) 

Ashley VanBoven 

(September) 

Hannah Guthrie 

(October) 

Kristen DeVries 

(November) 

Cassandra Baetz 

(November) 

 

 

 

BABY SHOWERS  

Keep an eye out for first baby 

shower information in the Sunday 

bulletin after the little ones’ arrivals. 

WEDDINGS  

Congratulations to  

Tim & Natasha Kary who 

were married at Peoples 

Church on July 14th.  

 

 

U PCOMING WEDDINGS  

D E C E M B E R  

Jonathan Wagenaar 

& Vanessa VanReenen  

 

2019  

Caroline Hiemstra  

& Jase Greer 

 

Luke Carter  

& Bernadeth Spelt 
 

Christmas Banquet 

A church-wide Christmas Banquet  

is being planned for  

late November. 

In lieu of a women’s Christmas 

event, we encourage everyone to 

attend the church banquet.   

Watch for more information  

in the months ahead. 

Are you on              

If so, then check out and “like” our Facebook page:  

Ministry of Women-Peoples Church, Wyoming. 

? 
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This past Christmas my dear husband 

registered me, unbeknownst to myself 

until our credit card bill betrayed him, 

for The Gospel Coalition Women’s 

Conference in Indianapolis (TGCW18).  

Having never been to one of these large 

scale conferences before, I had six 

months to eagerly anticipate it, which I 

most certainly did…three days away, no 

meals to cook, quality teaching and a six

-hour car ride to zone out….paradise! 

The conference was exceptional on 

several counts, but first rate teaching 

and first rate fellowship were my top 

two – we’re so blessed with our sisters 

in Christ at Peoples! 

We attended seven keynote sessions 

taught by different speakers, but all on 

the book of Deuteronomy, walking us 

through it from beginning to end.  The 

teachers were so good at explaining 

Deuteronomy in light of its place in the 

story of the nation of Israel while yet 

drawing application for us, God’s 

people, today. On the Friday we 

attended three workshops chosen from 

a plethora of options. There were 

additional opportunities for information 

sessions before and after the formal 

schedule—lots of chances to learn.  

There was also a large exhibitor hall and 

bookstore which was well stocked.  

We all agreed the teaching was deep, 

intellectual and “meaty.”  One work-

shop I attended was a podcast taping 

with Don Carson (co-founder of TGC) as 

the guest.  The question was posed 

asking why they started this conference 

and other initiatives specifically for 

women.  He responded by saying there 

is so much ministry that can be done by 

women in the local church so “you want 

them to have the best possible 

theological formation to do it…[this 

conference] is not about women and 

women’s issues.  It’s about God and the 

Gospel for women”.  Right on! 

A session that particularly stood out to 

me was John Piper’s concluding sermon 

on Deuteronomy 29-30, God is making 

another covenant with His unfaithful 

chosen people whom He KNOWS are 

completely unable to keep it because of 

the hardness of their hearts (29:4).  Yet 

He promises to circumcise their hearts 

“so that you will love the Lord your God 

with all your heart and with all your 

soul, that you may live” (30:6).  He 

pointed out that 30:6 reverses 29:4 one 

person at a time.  We 

were challenged: what 

does it mean to LOVE 

GOD?  If you had 

asked me that on 

Thursday morning I 

would have said, “to 

obey him” but that is a 

product of our love, 

fruit that we bear out 

of thankfulness and 

love (John 14:15, 21, 23).  So, he 

repeated his question again, what does 

it mean to LOVE GOD?  And sisters, my 

heart and mind were jolted….I’m rarely 

at a loss for words (ask the people who 

were trapped with me for the afore-

mentioned six-hour car ride!) but I was 

stunned and shaken.  How could I not 

have a quick and pithy Sunday school 

answer ready?  But I froze.  Pastor Piper 

said, “If we believe loving God IS 

obedience then we’re legalists” and I 

felt my stomach drop like a rock.  How 

convicting.  How quick I am to do A, B 

and C to prove my love for God.  Like 

Martha (Luke 10:40) I want to DO for 

God.  Thankfully the sermon was not 

over; “Loving God is treasuring God 

more than anything or anyone.  Finding 

Him to be supremely 

precious”.  And Christ 

has bought this miracle 

of changed hearts for us.  

He has done the work.  

He has died for His bride 

the church, and He 

delights when we delight 

in Him. This certainly 

stirred my heart. 

So I got my days away, 

didn’t cook a single meal, didn’t pack a 

single sippy cup or baby wipe, but what 

I really received, which is far more 

precious than time off, was a desire to 

know and LOVE my Lord and my God 

better.  I was challenged to think 

through some theological concepts I 

thought I had “figured out” and I 

definitely gained a renewed appetite to 

study and learn.  You know when you go 

out to eat dinner at a restaurant and 

maybe eat WAY too much?  You think 

you’re stuffed and won’t ever be hungry 

again only to wake up the next morning 

with a renewed appetite?  Jay’s theory 

is that he has stretched out his stomach 

and now with its increased capacity it 

requires more filling!  That is how my 

mind felt after the conference: stuffed.  

But now that I’ve had time to digest, I 

find my appetite is greater than ever.   

So, if you are ever inclined to attend a 

conference of this type in the future, I 

hope you will prayerfully consider it; I 

doubt you will be disappointed. 

Allison vanKlinken 

“Loving God is 

treasuring God 

more than 

anything or 

anyone; 

finding Him to 

be supremely 

precious”.   

John Piper   

“This 

conference is 

not about 

women and 

women’s issues. 

It’s about God  

and the Gospel  

for women.”  

    D.A. Carson   

The keynote sessions as well as conference workshops are available to watch or listen to online at: 

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/conference/tgcw18/ 



Summer and fall are great times to have a campfire. Why not invite some friends to join you 

and cook something other than just hotdogs and s’mores over the fire?  Below are some 

suggestions, but the possibilities are endless so use your imagination and be creative.  You 

could ask everyone to bring a few ingredients and let the fun and food begin! 

Pie Irons/Camp Cookers - Take two slices of bread, and 

liberally butter one side of each. Place one slice, buttered side 

down, in your pie iron, camp cooker, or whatever you call it.  

Add your favourite filling, then top with remaining slice, butter 

side up, and close the lid.  Put it on the fire 

or grill, turning every few minutes and 

periodically opening it up to check for 

doneness. 

Filling suggestions: 

 Pizza toppings 

 Ham & cheese 

 Taco fixings (try with flour tortillas instead of bread) 

 Tomato, bacon, mozzarella, basil 

 Cranberry sauce, brie, prosciutto, pear 

 Cream cheese, raspberry pie filling, chocolate 

Recipe Section 

There are a couple of 

women’s retreats 

coming up this fall. 

that might be of 

interest to some of you.  

Fall Women’s Retreats 

  

More details available at http://www.fairhavens.org/events/womens-weekend-away/ 

or call Fair Havens at 1-800-460-5059. 

Schedules, responsibilities, deadlines, caring for the needs of 

others— our lives, as women, are filled with opportunities.  

Most days we wouldn’t have it any other way. But the stuff of life 

can leave us longing for more of what Jesus promised to give us. 

“I came that they may have life and have it abundantly” (John 

10:10). 

THRIVE is a weekend designed to help you experience more of 

Jesus—through His Word, worship, fellowship, fun, and incredible 

food (that you don’t have to cook!) 

Come join us! Because Jesus wants far more for you than to simply survive. 

More details available at https://lifeactioncamp.com/thrive-womens-retreat/ or call 1-269-695-2191. 

 

November 2-4, 2018 

Speaker: Carrie Gaul 

Foil Packs - Take a large piece of heavy duty foil wrap 

(or double layer regular foil) and spray centre area with 

cooking spray.  Place desired ingredients in centre of the 

foil, and season as desired or drizzle with a bit of salad 

dressing. Tightly seal all sides of foil, then place on grill or 

directly on hot coals, turning occasionally, being careful 

not to tear the foil. Be careful of hot steam when opening. 

Possible combinations: 

 Potatoes, bell peppers, cubed beef 

 Smoked sausage, potatoes, green beans 

 Chicken & veggies 

 Fajita meat, peppers, onions, spices 

 Salmon, asparagus, garlic, lemon 

 Apple, brown sugar, butter, cinnamon 

 Diced fruit of choice, pound cake cubes, butter, sugar 


