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Prince George Winyah Episcopal Church
301 Screven Street w Georgetown, South Carolina 29440 w 843-546-4358 or 546-4375

Dear Friends,

     We all make choices. Some are relatively minor choices such as what clothes should I wear, or what music should I listen 
to or what TV program to watch. Other choices are more intense –  what career am I shooting for, what house to buy, how to 
spend my money. Some choices have moral implications, how should I treat someone?, should  I steal?, or tell a lie about a 
friend, colleague or even former boss! 
    Christmas is also about choices – which presents to buy / ask for, what decorations to put up, who to spend the holidays 
with. But there is another choice which Christmas points towards – how are we to think about and relate to the God who 
made himself human so he could relate to us.
     It’s not a new choice. Way back in the Old Testament book of Joshua, Joshua makes the same choice. He tells the people 
of Israel that they have some choices ahead of them regarding which God to worship – the gods of the Amorites, or the god 
of Moses. Joshua says, “but as for me and my household we shall serve the Lord.”
     However, choosing to serve the Lord is not just a mental decision –  a mental assent to believe in our hearts and minds is im-
portant but not the whole story – it requires us to ACT in our choice. It requires us to start re-ordering our lives, our priorities, 
our decisions and our goals to reflect the choice to serve God. Look at Psalm 119:9-16. It says (in The Message Version):

How can a young person live a clean life?        
By carefully reading the map of your Word.     
I’m single-minded in pursuit of you;        
don’t let me miss the road signs you’ve posted.    
 I’ve banked your promises in the vault of my heart       
 so I won’t sin myself bankrupt.     
Be blessed, God;        
train me in your ways of wise living.     
I’ll transfer to my lips       
 all the counsel that comes from your mouth;     
I delight far more in what you tell me about living       
 than in gathering a pile of riches.     
I ponder every morsel of wisdom from you,       
 I attentively watch how you’ve done it.    
 I relish everything you’ve told me of life,       
 I won’t forget a word of it.

     The Psalmist says “I’m single minded in pursuit of you..”  Other versions say “I seek you with all my heart.” He also says 
“train me in your ways of wise living”. Are we seeking God with all our heart? Are we allowing Him to train us in his ways 
of wise living? What exactly are his ways of wise living? Making our relationship with God a priority – above our education, 
above our hobbies, above our own wants. Setting time aside or prayer, for reading the words of God and for spending time 
with other believers in fellowship so we can be encouraged and built up in our faith.
     By doing this we are not neglecting things like education or our hobbies. In fact, it is ONLY when we put God first, in the 
RIGHT place in our lives will fulfill the our potential in school, sports, and even our personal relationships.
     So, this Christmas, what choice will we make. Can we stand with Joshua and say “As for me and my household, we shall 
serve the Lord.”
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Prince Frederick
Christmas Day Service

Vestry Notes:
The vestry continued its discussions of :

 ●  the marketing and sale of the Queen   
 Street house (one offer has been received);

 ●  the completion of the contract for the   
 refurbishment of the windows and doors of the  
 church building; 

 ●  the hiring of an interim assistant rector to allow  
 the rector to take his sabbatical in 2008; 

 ●  the status of the stewardship campaign for  
 2008; 

 ●  the nominees for wardens and vestry mem- 
 bers to be elected at the 2008 Annual Parish   
 Meeting, 

 ●  and the status of the 2007 expenditures and  
 receipts compared to budget.

Reaffirmations
Becky Mitchell, Charlie Jones, Dorothy Jones, 
Marcia Kaminski, Nathan Kaminski

Received
Nancy Scrantom

Confirmations
Jonathan Blamire, Carolyn Culbertson, Luke 
Gates, Madeleine Gates, Meghan King, Peter 
Mitchell, Perry Peace, Wynne Peace

    Please join us for our special Christmas Day 
Service held at Prince Frederick, Wednesday, De-
cember 25 at 10:30 a.m. Prince Frederick Chapel 
is located just off Rt. 701 on Plantersville Rd, 
about 15 miles north of the 17/701 intersection 
in Georgetown.

Annual Parish Meeting 
Our parish meeting will be held Sunday evening, January 13 
at 5:30 p.m. in the Parish Hall.  A great dinner will be fol-
lowed by a brief time of worship, and the election of wardens, 
vestry and delegates to Diocesan Convention (watch for a list 
of nominees and their brief biographies, coming soon). We 
will also look at parish fiscal performance to budget in 2007, 
and the 2008 budget; and we will hear from some of our min-
istries about our year ahead.

It is our privilege and duty to vote at the Annual Parish Meet-
ing; please make every effort to attend.

Upcoming Events – Important Dates
Christmas Pageant Rehearsal                         Dec. 20               Bourne Building 5:30 -6:30 p.m.
Christmas Eve Services                                  Dec. 24               5:00 p.m. – with child care), 9 p.m.
Christmas Day Service                                   Dec. 25               10:30 a.m., Prince Frederick Chapel
Church Offices Closed                                    Dec. 25-26
Church Offices Closed                                    Jan. 1-2
Men’s Tuesday Morning Study resumes        Jan. 8                   7:00 a.m. Parish Hall
Sunday School, Adult Ed. Resume                 Jan. 13                 Back to regular Sunday Schedule
Prince George Annual Meeting                     Jan. 13                  5:30 p.m. Parish Hall
Diocesan Convention    Jan. 25   St. Paul’s , Summerville
New Bishop Consecration   Jan. 26
Youth Ski Trip                                                Jan. 31-Feb 3        North Carolina  

New Members!
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Birthdays ECW News
December 1 Lawly Ford
December  2 Jonathan Blamire 
December 3 Vivian Powell
December 4 Muff Boyd
December 6 Tucker Hight
December 6 Matthew Kopcho
December 6 Betty Roberts
December 6 Bob Siyufy
December 7 Jean Barrow
December 7 Jim Taylor
December 8 Rita Ahearn
December 9 Bradley Cahill
December 9 Floride Glover
December 10 Janice Thomas
December 11 Madison Tadlock
December 12 Janet Williams
December 15 Karen Lee
December 16 Chuck Houseman
December 16 Ernest Meyer
December 16 Joel Sapp
December 17 Amy Downing
December 17 Myles Starnes
December 18 Nell Doyle
December 18 Briggs Ahearn
December 18 Rebecca Lammonds
December 18 Ray Sparks
December 20 Joe Ferguson
December 20 Frances Harsh
December 21 Ruffin Smith
December 21 Christian Trotter
December 21 Sydney Williams
December 22 Jimmy Killen
December 22 Robert Lee
December 24 David Morris
December 25 Minnie Kennedy
December 25 Mitchell Moon
December 26 Alex Williams
December 27 Charlie Ferguson
December 27 Sandy Gresham
December 27 Pamela Mahany
December 28 Challie Grimes
December 29 Chris Cahill
December 29 Luke Chassereau
December 29 Eileen Starnes
December 30 Liz Dawson
December 31 Venus DeMello
December 31 Grant Hammett

Food Fair & Art Sale THANK YOU

The Food Fair and Art Sale are over and that 
we want to thank everyone who participated 
by bringing food and/or shopping.    The net 
profit from the Food Fair & amp; Art Sale 
was $2,059.54 (food netted $1,491.00 and  
art $568.54). The ECW meeting to distrib-
ute the funds for missions will be held in the 
Parish Hall on Saturday, January 12 at 10 
a.m.  If you have a request for funds, please 
turn  it into the church office before January 
9 in order for your request to be considered 
at the Jan 13 meeting.  Any questions, please 
call Kay Mower at 651-7535.

CHRISTMAS IS COMING . . 
Need a great gift item?  How 
about a copy of our own

PLANTATION TOURS 
AND TASTES
COOKBOOK

   It has 28 pictures of original paint-
ings and histories of Georgetown’s 
historical properties which have 
been included in Prince George’s 
annual house tour in the Spring.  
In addition there are also 575 de-
licious recipes to fill all hungers.  
It is a cookbook worthy of being 
a coffee table book.  Copies may 
be purchased at the church office 
during the week for $29.95.  Mail 
orders will be handled for you for 
an additional $5.00 by leaving the 
address and check for $34.95 at the 
church office.  Proceeds from this 
book goes toward the maintenance 
of our historic church.

Christmas Pageant Rehearsal                         Dec. 20               Bourne Building 5:30 -6:30 p.m.
Christmas Eve Services                                  Dec. 24               5:00 p.m. – with child care), 9 p.m.
Christmas Day Service                                   Dec. 25               10:30 a.m., Prince Frederick Chapel
Church Offices Closed                                    Dec. 25-26
Church Offices Closed                                    Jan. 1-2
Men’s Tuesday Morning Study resumes        Jan. 8                   7:00 a.m. Parish Hall
Sunday School, Adult Ed. Resume                 Jan. 13                 Back to regular Sunday Schedule
Prince George Annual Meeting                     Jan. 13                  5:30 p.m. Parish Hall
Diocesan Convention    Jan. 25   St. Paul’s , Summerville
New Bishop Consecration   Jan. 26
Youth Ski Trip                                                Jan. 31-Feb 3        North Carolina  

January 2 Laura Gates
January 3 Jak Kelley
January 4 Laura Meyer
January 4 Reese Starnes
January 5 David Read
January 6 Mary Galphin
January 8 Margaret Oliphant
January 10 Laura Dean
January 11 Jessica Jones
January 13 Logan Trotter
January 14 Tom Winslow
January 16 Jenny Wofford
January 19 Mark Rogers 
January 20 Emerson Pate
January 20 Mary Tennant
January 22 Jim Green
January 22 Peter Mitchell
January 23 Chuck Larson
January 25 Sam Downing
January 25 Alex Hight
January 26 Patou McIsaac
January 27 Martha Harper
January 27 Hayden Kelly
January 28 Peter Dubay
January 28 Arthur Geer
January 28 Sara Liz Ness
January 31 Aleene Miller
January 31 Scott Roace
January 31 Esther Temple
January 31 Lauren Winslow

Preschool Scholarship
   
    Please give a donation 
to the preschool scholar-
ship fund. Several students 
at our preschool need help 
with the weekly expenses.          
     A card will be sent to the 
person you wish to honor 
with your donation. Contact 
the preschool office at 545-
9217 for more information. 

Thank you for your help!
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ADULT EDUCATION
ECW January-February Study – Beth Moore’s newest release:

 STEPPING UP - a journey through the Psalms of Ascent

 Where:      Tuesday:  Rectory 315 Screven; Wednesday, Prince George Parish Hall
 When:  Tuesday evenings, 6:30 – 8:30 p.m., starting January 8
         Wed.  mornings, 9:30 – 11:30 a.m., starting Jan. 9th (with child care)
 Duration:   Introduction plus 6 weekly sessions with homework; ends Feb. 19-20

Three times a year, the ancient Israelites traveled to the temple in Jerusalem.  Now it’s your turn.  We’ll explore 
Psalms 120-134 which were sung by the pilgrims both on the way to the great festivals of the Jews and as key 
elements of the worship at those festivals.  We’ll gain new appreciation for the life of faith as a journey to great-
er fellowship with, and worship of, God. Please register ahead – call Lauren (546-4358). Books are available in 
the Parish office – cost $20. For more information, or to discuss child care, call: Becky Fuener (527-0288) or 
Laura Meyer (546-4056).

MESSY SPIRITUALITY  – Beginning January 13 for 6 weeks in the Parish Hall (10:10 - 10:45 
a.m.) Taught by Paul Fuener & Andy Morgan (based on a book called Messy Spirituality by Mike Yaconelli; 
Zondervan, 2007).

What if genuine faith begins with admitting we will never have our act completely together? Maybe messy 
disciples are exactly the kind of imperfect people Jesus came to earth for and whose company he actually en-
joyed--and still enjoys….  Join us as we look at Mike Yaconelli’s recent book Messy Spirituality, which dares to 
suggest that imperfection, unfinishedness, and messiness are, in fact, the earmarks of true Christianity; that real 
Christianity is messy, erratic, lopsided and gloriously liberating. 

We will read the book together and discuss it in class.  Cost through the church is $10.00.  Reading the book 
yourself is highly recommended but not mandatory; you’ll get much more from the class if you read – and it is 
a very engaging book, filled with powerful illustrations that touch the heart.  Let Paul or Andy know if you want 
us to order you a book.

THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW – Beginning January 13 in the Panel Room (10:10 - 10:45 
a.m.) Taught by Paul Fuener & Andy Morgan.

Join us for an interactive, discussion-focused Bible study on Matthew’s Gospel. The aim in this informal Bible 
study will be to discover together, and talk about, what this great Gospel has to say for us today.   (A New 
International Version – NIV – Bible is suggested; you may borrow one from the book cart in the Parish Hall if 
you do not own one.)  Each week we’ll have read a chapter or part of a chapter, and come together prepared to 
discuss it.
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   You may have heard this phrase before, ‘the wages of 
sin is death.’ Some of you may still have it memorized. It 
seems very simple to understand, if our job is sin then our 
pay packet comes back with death.  And if this free gift of 
God is life, it seems to fit the problem so why doesn’t God 
give it for free. Why does it mean I have to do anything? 
It is this point of understanding, ‘why?’ that I will try to 
explain. 
    Let me start in the beginning. Quite literally actually in 
the book of Genesis the beginning of the Bible but it’s talk-
ing about the beginning of all things. God is the creator. 
God said let there be light and there was light. God speaks 
and it happens, we learn that what God says happens, God 
is trustworthy. God created in his image the first man and 
woman, Adam and Eve. So there in the garden everything 
is good, God gives them one law, do not eat from the tree 
of knowing good and evil or your will shall surely die. Re-
member the wages of sin is death, it a fundamental com-
mand right from the beginning of time. Why death, if you 
disobey God? Firstly, God is holy and consumes (destroys) 
all that is impure (dirty) as it is opposite to His nature. Sec-
ondly, God’s way is the way God designed us to be, we 
may have been searching for a long time but I think that 
it is God that is missing in your life. And thirdly it sets the 
standard, the level of responsibility for the action or law. 
Thus the wages of sin is death. Going against God results 
in death, because it is a denial of who God is, also man has 
turned away from the giver of life. What happens is the non 
comprehensible- Adam sticks a finger up at God and de-
cides to live his own way. Adam chooses to sin, to turn from 
God and this action actually put us in death and judgment. 
In the garden with Adam and Satan, God designed things 
good, Adam had everything, he didn’t have to work so hard, 
women, child birth weren’t so painful. The point is because 
of one man’s sin all mankind inherits death. 
     Remember when God created He is trustworthy that 
what He says happens. So when he says that if you eat from 
the tree you shall surely die, Adam and Eve must die, they 
inherit death that day. This is justice what they deserved; in 
fact God is in full right to destroy Mankind there and then. 
However despite what they had done, God still has mercy 
and says that He will rescue them. Even though separation 
from God was inherited that day, God had a plan, a point I 
will come to in a moment. First I would like to spend some 
time looking at how that first phrase applies to you and me. 
So do we deserve death? 
    Have you never lied, what does that make us? Liars. 
Have you never stolen anything?  Doesn’t that make us 
thieves. Have you ever lusted? That makes us adulterers, 
due to what Jesus said because God judges the heart. We 
have probably broken every law. If God is just, and right, 
should he let a lying adulterous thief in to heaven? Would 
that be right? We all have sinned and therefore all are under 
a curse. God’s standard is perfection; He can not demand 
anything less. So when we look to this standard and attain-
ing it, we must acknowledge that the standard is too high 

for us. We cannot attain it and when we look at God’s stan-
dard we see how far from it we are. Is the problem with 
God’s standard then? No it is not the standard but it is our 
sin, just as Adam we have denied God and rejected Him. 
We are answerable to the consequences of our actions; the 
wages of sin is death. We have no ability to save ourselves. 
We deserve Hell. 
    So what has God done? Remember earlier I spoke about 
God had a plan. It was Christ; God Himself came to earth 
and made a clause in his own law, the law that is telling 
us that we should die. Jesus Christ died and was then res-
urrected. Christ defeated death, passed through it, and so 
even though we die, by faith in Christ we can inherit eter-
nal life, a resurrection. God’s word, justice and law is ful-
filled in Christ’s death and life is made available in His 
resurrection. 
    Now we come to the second half of our verse ‘but the 
free gift of God is eternal life’. Christ died for you. He has 
paid the price of sin. You have probably heard John 3:16, 
‘God so loved the world that he gave is only son that who 
ever believes in him will not perish but have eternal life.’ 
God loves you, as you are. He knows your sin, he knows 
your shame, he knows everything about you, yet He loves 
you. Nevertheless this is only a secure truth for those who 
are ‘in Christ Jesus.’ The next part of our verse ‘but the free 
gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus’. You see at the 
end of time, your whole life will be displayed before every-
one and you will have to give an account of what you have 
done. Without Christ we deserve death, clothed in Christ 
Jesus we have life because our death has been paid for. 
   So we have a choice, we can remain against God in sin 
waiting for our wages to cash in or we by faith can have 
eternal life in Christ’s death and resurrection. 
    It’s important to see that it is Christ who accomplishes, 
not anything we do, because we learnt earlier that man is 
fallen but by having faith in Him an exchange is made. 
Christ made the exchange and died on the cross in our place. 
How is this exchange made? By having faith in Christ we 
are in Him and united with Him in His death and resurrec-
tion. The life and blessings of God are only made possible 
through the cross of Christ. By the cross, forgiveness has 
been made available to the world. It is a free gift, it can not 
be any other way, in no way can we achieve salvation, and 
it is given only in the mercy that God has shown.
    This is our God of love, which is why when He saw man 
fall the first thing that happened is that God declared that 
He will save, so that you can know him. This is the God of 
the universe, this is God that even when we sinned, even 
when we deserve death came to earth as God the Son and 
died in our place- tremendous love. In this death, the judg-
ment that we deserve is paid and we inherit eternal life. 
You gain the free gift of eternal life in Christ Jesus to dwell 
with God forever, now and in heaven a place where sin 
no longer can happen, death is defeated. Now we live in 
relationship with God, delighting with Him in our restored 
relationship. 

Foundations in Knowing God. (Romans 6:23) Part 1 of a series in intimacy with God
By Jason Hamshaw
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Book Review - A Christmas Carol
by Charles Dickens

I have two confessions to make. Firstly, I confess that the first time I read Dicken’s 
“A Christmas Carol” was only a few years ago. I decided that I would read it in the 
run up to Christmas and I loved it. The second confession is that I am not a huge fan 
of Dicken’s. Not that he is not a great author – I just can’t finish most of his books 
– A Tale of Two Cities, Great Expectations, David Copperfield have all defeated 
me. But not a Christmas Carol. This book gripped me and showed me Dicken’s skill 
as a story teller. But Dickens was not just a story teller. Many of his works were an 
attack on the state of Victorian England. His most famous work, Oliver Twist, was a 
statement on how the poor were treated, especially poor children.

A Christmas Carol was not different. It deals extensively with two of Dickens’ recurrent themes, social injustice 
and poverty, the relationship between the two, and their causes and effects.

In fact you can rightly say that Dickens’ life, philanthropic acts, and intense beliefs, not only in social reform, 
but also in the ways to reform society, were all influenced by his profound belief in Christianity.

Why not read it for the first time, or again, this Christmas.

Andy Morgan
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The fact is, every one of us needs healing – physical, 
spiritual, emotional, or otherwise.  And so each Thursday 
at 10 a.m. we conduct in the church a Communion service 
with prayer for healing.  The service is just like a Sunday 
morning Rite II service, except in place of the Prayers of 
the People, we use a Litany of Healing from the Book of 
Occasional Services, and then those who wish to receive 
prayer for healing come forward to the rail, where the priest 
says a brief prayer for them as they may request.  We pray 
for physical ailments, but also for guidance, the mending 
of relationships, alleviating emotional distress, and any 
other problem or concern.  The service lasts less than 40 
minutes.  Please consider making this service a regular 
part of your week.  God has blessed us with His presence, 
and with miracles of healing at our rail.  It is a privilege to 
avail ourselves of this gift.

 Do YOU Need Healing?

Devotional Reading
The field is the world, and the good seed stands for 
the sons of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of 
the evil one. Matthew 13:38

Jesus was not an ascetic. He did not withdraw from life 
in order to be holy. He socialized, partied, relax with 
friends. He “was about his Father’s business”. Often he 
was about that business in his socializing. Jesus’ life was 
not divided between spiritual issues and secular affairs. 
His life was holistic and integrated.

As Jesus’ followers, our lives should also be holistic and 
integrated. We should not be characterized by defensive-
ness or fear. Christianity is not a flight from reality. It 
is precisely the opposite. Christianity is embracing and 
impregnating reality with the love of God. As Christians, 
we do not need to be fearful or defensive; we do not need 
to hide or be apologetic. We should not be embarrassed to 
try to follow the words and life of Jesus. Many have fol-
lowed Gandhi, and even Hitler had his supporters How 
much more should we show our allegiance to Jesus.

If Jesus could live joyfully and purposefully, so can we as 
we are sustained by his spirit. We are sown as good seed 
in the world. There we live, love work and strive. There 
we build our families and businesses. There we experi-
ence joy and friendship as well as suffering and pain.

In this, we are no different from other people except that 
we draw our hope from Jesus whom we worship as Lord, 
and we work to establish God’s kingdom of justice and 
mercy in this world.

Jesus was no Utopian dreamer envisaging a world for 
Christians only. He knew that both the good and the bad 
would remain until the end of the age. Yet he appeared 
not to be concerned about what the sons of the Evil One 
could do to us. He told us to live confidently in the midst 
ofa fallen world.

The focus of Jesus is so radically different from ours. Our 
insecurities and fears cause us to spend too much time 
reacting negatively to the world. We become known for 
our criticisms rather than our actions. Jesus suggests that 
we should get on with living for the Kingdom and work 
out our positive plans and programs. We need to develop 
a far greater confidence in what it means to be sons and 
daughters of God and to live that out in the world.

Prayer: Lord, may my life in this world be characterized 
not by arrogance nor by fear nor by defensiveness, but 
may I live purposively in doing that which pleases you. 
Amen.

(Taken from Life In Full Stride By Charles Ringma)

  In the dark about Cursillo?  Wondered what it’s all about?  
Cursillo is a great weekend held at Camp St. Christopher 
four times a year.  Those who have been (about 30 of us 
here at Prince George) will tell you it was one of the most 
important weekends in their Christian life.  The weekend 
is great fun, good food and fellowship, and most of all, 
a time of experiencing God’s love for you in a powerful 
way.  Wherever you are in your Christian walk, Cursillo 
is an opportunity not to be missed.  To go, you must be 
a member of Prince George and have a sponsor (anyone 
who has been before).  Cursillo is popular in this Diocese, 
thus you need to get your name on the list to go, and then 
wait for an opening.  For more information, and names 
of people who have attended, contact Paul Fuener at the 
church, 546-4358 or Sandy Gresham, 546-4985.

Cursillo! Cursillo! Cursillo!

Parents-2-B 
Please continue to pray for our expectant families and their 
babies, for healthy pregnancies and safe deliveries, for God’s 
peace and rest, for protection from flu and colds; and for 
all God’s blessings during this special time.  Parents-2-B at 
this time are Jase and Katy Felts amd Katherine and Sydney 
Smith, expecting twins.  If you know other expecting Prince 
George families, please let us know so we can add them to 
our prayers.

   A Gentle Reminder:
We are in the process of finalizing the budget for 
2008. To help us plan ahead as good stewards of our 
resources, if you have not yet given us your pledge 
card we would appreciate you sending it into the of-
fice, or putting it into the offering plate as soon as    
   possible. Thank you!!


