
April 2013

Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ,

Several years ago before going to seminary I was working in college ministry and took a group of students to 
El Salvador as an alternative spring break experience. We found ourselves one day at the top of a volcanic 
mountain on the outskirts of the capital city San Salvador at the home of a family living in dire 
poverty—their home was built from a combination of mud, old tires, and recycled tin. One of my students 
asked the man of the house what type of fruit was on their tree. He told us it was pomegranate and 
proceeded to whack every last fruit off the tree with a broom to distribute to us. This experience was one of 
the most memorable of that trip for the students and for me because this family who had next to nothing 
gave us all their fruit—a memory that will affect us all profoundly for a lifetime.

I have found such international connections and experiences to be vital for the life of parishes as well. For 
instance, the church I interned with in seminary does short-term missions projects each year, and many of 
the folks who have gone have become leaders of that parish—many serve on vestry and some have had 
unexpected conversion experiences. There is also the prayer, material, and monetary support Americans are 
able to offer folks in developing nations. For these many reasons a group of folks from Prince George has 
been working to discern what God might be calling us to do for international missions and partnerships.

I hope you will join us this spring at one or all of the events in our Missions Speaker Series (see the details 
inside this newsletter). Bishop Abraham Nhial will be coming on Wed., April 10 at 6 pm to speak to us about 
his homeland and the Anglican Church in the newly formed nation of South Sudan. Abraham needs our love 
and prayer as he and other South Sudanese try to build a new country and church after many years of war. 
And we need Bishop Abraham, who shows us what the Body of Christ looks like in such a different part of 
the world. We will also have a men's bring your own steak event in late April with a doctor from Medical 
Missions, and a missionary couple who work in Saudi Arabia will be coming to speak to us about the 
complicated life of missions in the Muslim world at an adult education hour in May.

Finally, I am very pleased to announce that we plan to coordinate our own short-term international mission 
trip as soon as this coming fall—perhaps one of many more to come. We have our sights set on working with 
the LAMB Institute in Honduras and hope to take a small team from Prince George to work there for one 
week. Several people have already committed to the idea and some more have expressed strong interest. 
More details will come shortly by announcements and in the mail since even if you don't travel with us, we 
will need your prayers and financial backing. In other words, this will be a group effort of the entire parish 
whether one goes or not. But if you are interested in participating, please talk to me.

So please join us in these efforts however you can and no matter what your age. I pray that young and old 
alike will join in reaching out beyond our borders. We have much to offer these people, but they have so 
much more to share with us!
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Adult Education

Twisting The Truth:  a 6-week video and discussion series presented by Andy Stanley, 
Sunday’s 10:10 am in the Parish Hall.  In our world God's truth gets twisted, distorted and 
misapplied – and these distortions and twists can create enormous problems for us in our 
relationships with each other and the Lord.  In this series, we'll look at some of the more 
common ways God's truth is distorted today, with the goal of being better able to recognize and 
overcome the lie.

Young Family Forum:  Parenting with Discipline & Grace ; This group meets at 
10:10 am in the Panel Room, until May 12.  For this new discussion series we will be 
watching videos based on the book Give them Grace: Dazzling Your Kids with the Love of 
Jesus by Elyse M. Fitzpatrick and Jessica Thompson. This is a series designed to help us 
share the Good News of Jesus Christ with our children through our everyday parenting 
practices. Note that you will be able to participate in the discussions without reading the 
book, but you might want a copy for reference—it is inexpensive and easily available for 
purchase online.

Join Us Thursday Morning at 10 a.m....
for a peaceful and intimate time of fellowship and prayer which 
concludes with Communion. There is opportunity to receive prayer 
for healing as well as anointing with oil for those who wish it.  Please 
consider making this service a regular part of your week.  God has 
blessed us with His presence, and with miracles of healing at our rail. 

Praying for Those Who are Ill or 
Homebound
Each Sunday, as part of our prayers, we name those in our church 
family who are unwell, recovering from illness or surgery, or 
who are homebound.  We need to lift them up during the week 
also as we go about our daily lives.  In your quiet time or 
devotional time with our Lord, please lift up in prayer to our 
Lord:  

Visitation
Paul and Matt, along with layministers continue to make home 
and hospital visits to our sick and elderly. Please call, or have a 
member of your family call and let us know if you would like a 
visit. Hospitals will no longer show us a list of their patients, so 
when you are admitted, please have someone call Prince George 
Church to let us know. 

Parents-2-B  
“Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you” (Jer. 1:5)

Please pray for our expectant mothers, their babies, and their 
families.  Parents-2-B are Lauren and Tom Winslow; Lori and 
Brad Cromartie.  If you know of any expecting Prince George 
families, please let us know so we can add them to our prayers.

Cursillo!
Cursillo is a great weekend held at Camp St. Christopher four times a 
year. The weekend is great fun with good food and fellowship, and most 
of all, time to experience God's love for you in a powerful way.  
Wherever you are in your Christian walk, Cursillo is an opportunity not 
to be missed. For more information, and names of people who have 
attended, contact Lauren Winslow or Paul Fuener at the church, 546-
4358.

Eliza Jagger, Dick Manning, Lauretta Dean, Caroline 
Stevens, Ernie Abbott, Mary Galphin, Rennie Manning, Harry Susla, 
Zella Wilt, Barbara Bush, Sam Rion, Georgiana Sillman, and Ed 
Grant.

April 3 Terry Agner

April 3 W iley Bell

April 3 Douglas Miller

April 5 Luke Gates

April 5 Zella W ilt

April 6 Madison Morris

April 8 Irmgard Taylor

April 8 Lee Tiller

April 9 Hannan Mackey

April 10 Satcher Felts

April 10 Fen Pate

April 13 Lucien Giuliani

April 14 Pat Smith

April 15 Andy Roberts

April 16 Melissa Cahill

April 16 Harry Oxner

April 17 Andy Crocker

April 20 Dave Starnes

April 20 Logan Trotter

April 21 Ernie Abbott

April 21 Rob Collins

April 21 Beth Marlowe

April 21 Richard Palmer

April 22 Katherine Taylor

April 23 Jeb Benson

April 23 Craig Downing

April 23 John McIsaac

April 23 Alison Pagett

April 24 Joan Carraway

April 24 Meg Tarbox

April 25 Mark Hamshaw

April 27 Presleigh Boan

April 27 Robert Green

April 27 W ill Marlowe

April 27 Caroline Stalvey

April 29 Lance Pagett

Litigation Update: 

As you are aware, the Diocese of South Carolina, of which we are a part, sued The Episcopal Church (TEC) in state 
court (Dorchester County) in January seeking: 1) an injunction prohibiting the TEC-loyal parishes in the diocese 
from using our registered names, or our seal, or otherwise impersonating us; and 2) a declaration that we are who we 
have always been (since 1785) – the Episcopal Diocese of South Carolina, that we were free to disassociate 
ourselves from TEC, and that we own our property. TEC agreed to the injunction we asked for, and that is in place 
pending the outcome of the other issues in that case, which is proceeding. Meanwhile, TEC sued us in Federal court 
in Charleston under a Federal trademark infringement law, seeking to get all our issues resolved there, thus going 
around the state court suit we filed. In filing this Federal action, TEC had to violate the state court injunction it had 
agreed to a few weeks earlier. As of this date, the Federal court has not ruled on whether it will allow TEC’s suit, or 
whether it will defer to our state court action – which was filed first, and which involves almost exclusively issues of 
South Carolina law which the Federal court should leave to state courts.

Vestry Update: 

The Vestry in February welcomed new members Leigh Boan, Harry Oxner and Tom Winslow. The financial report 
for the first two months was excellent. We heard a report from Dr. Gary Gates, now a member of the Board of the 
Mitney project, about the work of that organization and how this parish could get involved as part of our local 
outreach commitment under our vision. Property decisions included: 1) installing new partitions in the parish hall 
men’s room; 2) a change to the “band box” configuration to make room for the grand piano on the left side at the 
front, plus additional singers; 3) an upgrade to our speakers and sound system in the nave; and 4) the changing of all 
parish signage to comply with guidelines established by the Diocese. We also approved $5,500 in outreach gifts, 
plus the distribution to local outreach ministries of about $9,000 raised by the parish men’s ministry. We also held a 
½ day vestry retreat on March 2nd, where the vestry developed an extensive list of improvements on which we can 
focus in the year ahead. These range from the conduct of vestry meetings, to the development of better strategies to 
attract and retain new members, to the need for programming which appeals more to young families, to improving 
our communications within the parish, among many other ideas.
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We will meet on Tuesday, April 2nd, at 10:30 a.m. in 
the Parish Hall.  Come join us for some wonderful 
fellowship, devotion, prayer, and a program. Lunch 
will follow the meeting.  All ladies of Prince George 
Church are invited.  See you there!

Many thanks to the youth group of our church for 
making the palm crosses for Palm Sunday.

Marilyn Sinclair  

Women’s Monday 
Noon 

Bible Study 

This study meets every 
Monday at 12:00.  All women of 

the parish and their guests are welcome to 
attend at any time.  For more information, contact 
Martha Allison, 546-5350. 

For Men – Through the Week

Men's Tuesday Bible Study & Breakfast –

Men's Book Study – meets Wednesdays at 7 am at 
Thomas' Café.  We've read a wide variety of books 
which have stimulated our thinking and enriched 
our understanding of our faith and modern culture.  
Guys, why not enjoy a great breakfast, good 
fellowship, and take a small step toward living a 
holier life.  All men are welcome! Check with Paul 
or with Bob Manuel or George South for more 
information. 

 meets 
every Tuesday at 7:00 am in the Parish Hall.  Great 
food, warm fellowship, good discussion of God’s 
word.  All men are invited!  Don’t miss out!  

St. Anne’s

PA R I S H     N E W S

Supper with Bishop Abraham Nhial of South Sudan
Wednesday, April 10 at 6 pm, Parish Hall

Our international outreach committee invites you to join us as we have supper with 
the Rt. Rev. Abraham Yel Nhial, Bishop of Diocese of Aweil in the Episcopal Church 
of South Sudan, and co-author of Lost Boy No More: A True Story of Survival and 
Salvation. Bishop Abraham will speak to us about the recently formed nation of South 
Sudan and about Christianity in that region. He was one of the many “Lost Boys” of 
Sudan who fled rebels attacks in the late 1980s in order to survive, wandering for 
months and surviving by eating wild plants and mud. Those who lived eventually 
found safety in other African nations and many like Bishop Abraham were relocated 
to the United States. After many years of living and ministering in the United States, 
he has gone back to lead the new Diocese of Aweil and dreams of helping to rebuild 
South Sudan into a peaceful and prosperous country. This is sure to be a blessed 
evening, and we hope you will come.  Childcare will be available.

(RSVP at 546-4358 or church@pgwinyah.org by April 3)

Bring Your Own Steak Men’s Supper
April 23rd, 6:00 pm

Guys -- Mark your calendars for our Bring Your Own Steak (BYOS) dinner at 6:00 pm, Tuesday, 
April 23rd.  The church supplies the sides, beverages and a light dessert, and you bring something to 
grill.  We’ll have a special program with 

Great fellowship, great food - remember - 
it's a great place to bring a friend to introduce them to the men of Prince George.

Dr. Francis M. Burriss, President of Medical Missions, who 
will be speaking to us about his missions around the world.  

Adult Ed. with Saudi Arabian Missionaries
Sun., May 19 at 10:10 am, Parish Hall

Join us for supper and a presentation by a missionary couple in one of the most closed countries in the world. 
The couple, who are close friends of Matt and Hawley Schneider, recently 
returned to the United States for the birth of their first child and now plan to 
return in August to the Arabian Peninsula where they hope and pray to nurture 
a church planting movement. They are being sent by Frontiers, an organization 
whose stated goal is to “with love and respect invite Muslims to follow Jesus.” 
As team leaders they will be overseeing a number of other families and singles 
devoting their lives to taking the Gospel where it has never been heard.

 

Mission Supper Series:

P A R I S H                     E V E N T S

Welcome Greeters

We all like to be welcomed. A smile, a handshake, a sign 
(however small) that people are glad that you have come. 

I wonder how many times visitors have come to Prince 
George and left thinking, “I am not sure that they were 
glad we came!” In fact, research says that one of the ways 
that a parish grows is by having an effective system for 
greeting visitors.

We, at Prince George, have a small, but dedicated group 
of Greeters who are committed to making sure that all 
visitors are welcomed, and made to know that we are 
indeed glad that they came to church that morning. For 
each service our goal is to have two Greeters waiting to 
smile, and welcome any visitors; to help them to find a 
seat and to make sure that they have all they need to 
worship with us.

But we need more Greeters. We need more people who 
are prepared to say to all our visitors, “We're glad you 
came this morning.”

If you feel 

of 
welcoming!

that the Lord might be encouraging you to be 
part of this ministry then please, contact the office at 546-
4358.

We would love to welcome YOU to a ministry 

Usher Volunteers Needed

The men of the church traditionally serve in the 
capacity as ushers at all services for Prince George.  In 
the past, this duty was accepted by most of the 
congregation, however, there aren't enough men 
willing to serve for 2013.  This is a commitment for the 
9 or 11:00 service for one month.  Please contact the 
church office, 546-4358.

Volunteers Needed to Help Move Tables & Chairs

The church is in need of a dedicated team of volunteers to help move tables and chairs for regular and special 
events in the Parish Hall. This would probably be a weekly commitment and is a small but very important way 
to help serve the mission of our parish. If this is something you are interested in doing, please contact Matt 
Schneider,546-4358 or matt@pgwinyah.org.
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NYC Mockingbird Conference: 
Pre-Registration Now Open!

Matt Schneider invites you to consider making a trip to attend the annual New 
York City Mockingbird Ministries conference, April 18 to 20. The conference 
theme is “Grace for Today: Good News that Never Gets Old.” Also, this year 
Matt will be presenting at the conference for the first time in one of the breakout 
sessions. His topic will be on parenthood—a talk that will come out of his current 
work with the Young Family Forum on Sundays here at Prince George. More 
detai ls ,  registrat ion,  and accommodations are al l  online at  
http://conference.mbird.com and you can read the Mockingbird blog, for which 
Matt is a regular contributor at http://www.mbird.com.

New Members Dinner

We had a great turn out for our new 
members dinner with great fellowship 
and good food.

Our new members present were: 

Linda Abate
Elaine and Todd Crane

Rickie and Richard Goldberg
Sam and Brooks Hamilton

Rennie Manning
Nonie Carraway

Tom and Judy Robinson
Hawley Schneider

Missy Williams

Thanks to all our vestry, staff, and other 
visitors who came out to greet and meet 
our new members!

THANK YOU!! From the Vestry and Staff of Prince George:

First to the Plantation Tours committee, to all the docents, the endless number volunteers who prepared food and 
served in countless other ways, and to everyone else who helped make the 66th Plantation Tours one of the best 
we’ve ever had. We bless hundreds and hundreds of folks with the Tours each year, and it is all possible because of 
the hard work of many in our congregation and the graciousness of our property owners who allow us to put them on 
tour. THANK YOU! 

And second, to the men of the parish who treated us to an oyster roast and pig pickin’ on Friday of the Tours.   It was a 
big hit and the funds raised will be used for outreach projects.  Great going guys!
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visitors who came out to greet and meet 
our new members!

THANK YOU!! From the Vestry and Staff of Prince George:

First to the Plantation Tours committee, to all the docents, the endless number volunteers who prepared food and 
served in countless other ways, and to everyone else who helped make the 66th Plantation Tours one of the best 
we’ve ever had. We bless hundreds and hundreds of folks with the Tours each year, and it is all possible because of 
the hard work of many in our congregation and the graciousness of our property owners who allow us to put them on 
tour. THANK YOU! 

And second, to the men of the parish who treated us to an oyster roast and pig pickin’ on Friday of the Tours.   It was a 
big hit and the funds raised will be used for outreach projects.  Great going guys!



Or Current Resident

The Cross and Crown is produced monthly by Prince George Winyah Episcopal Church. If you have information for an upcoming issue, 
please email your ideas or articles to the church office, church@pgwinyah.org.

Upcoming Events - Important Dates
April 10 6:00 pm, Parish Hall

Prince Frederick Spring Service April 14 10:30 am, Plantersville
Men’s BYOS Supper April 23 6:00 pm, Parish Hall
Parish Picnic May 19 Rectory, Garden
Vacation Bible School June 17-20

Supper with Bishop Abraham Nhial of South Sudan

Paul Fuener Rector c) 340-7688 h) 527-0288

Matt Schneider Assistant Rector c) 833-9905

Lee Jones Senior Warden c) 240-0230 h) 237-8849

Tom Bellune Junior Warden c) 833-4418 h) 546-4692

Michael Giuliani Music Director c) 773-458-8979

Jason HamshawYouth Minister c) 860-2456

Tracy Morris Children’s Minister c) 520-6709   h) 545-5406

Church Office 843-546-4358

Vacation Bible School

June 17th - 20th from 9:00 am until 12:00 pm!  VBS is a great place for kids to 
experience the Bible Story and talk about ways to serve.   Please make plans to 
attend! 

Needed: canning jars (any size, with or without lids) and volunteers! Contact 
Tracy Morris, 545-5406 or tracypgp@yahoo.com.  

Prince Frederick
Spring Service and Picnic

Sunday, April 14th 
10:30 am

The 1928 service will be led by The Very Rev. Paul C. Fuener and held on  
Sunday, April 14th, 10:30 am at Prince Frederick Chapel in Plantersville.  
Bring  a little extra food to share for the picnic!


