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“The genius of this little book is that it gets right to the heart of the essential 
Christian experience….We are simply invited to enter the life discovered through 
the core practices of the church.” 
--M. Craig Barnes 
President of Princeton Theological Seminary 
 
The statement highlights three important truths for the Church 
● The Church believes that there are core practices 
● These core practices are….essential 
● Our experience of the Christian life is bound to these 

 
Archbishop R. Williams writes. 
“Christians are received into full membership of the Church by having water 
poured or sprinkled over them (or, in some traditions, being fully immersed); 
Christians read the bible, Christians gather to share bread and wine in memory of 
the death and resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth; and Christians pray. There is a 
huge and bewildering variety in Christian thinking and practice about all kinds of 
things, but these four basic activities have remained constant and indispensable 
for the majority of those who call themselves Christians.” 
 
Chapter 1 Baptism Romans 6:3-4 
 
● From the very beginning of Christian community…”baptism was associated 

with the idea of going down into the darkness of Jesus’ suffering and 
death,” 

● The church reflected on what baptism means, it came to view it as a kind of 
restoration of what it means to be truly human. To be baptized is to recover 
the humanity that God first intended (united to Christ) 

● The Evangelical and Book of Common Prayer are in agreement about 
Baptism: 

 



 

 
1. Union with Christ- pg. 59, Question 106; To Be a Christian An 

Anglican Catechism  
Williams-“to be with Jesus is to be where human suffering and pain 
are found and it is also to be with other human beings who are 
invited to be with Jesus.” 

2. Forgiveness of Sin- J. Stott-No’s two and three are brought together 
in the 39 articles (Article 27) ‘the promises of the forgiveness of sins 
and of our adoption to be sons/daughters of God by the Holy Spirit 
are visibly signed and sealed.”  

3. Gift of the Spirit- regeneration by the Holy Spirit is the gift signified in 
Baptism 

4. Church Membership- the service speaks of a grafting into Christ’s 
Holy church or the congregation of Christ’s flock 
Williams- “baptism is not a claim to extra dignity let alone a sort of 
privilege that keeps us separate from and superior to the rest of the 
human race, but to claim a new level of solidarity with other 
people. It is to accept that to be a Christian is to be affected-you 
might even say contaminated – by the rest of humanity.” 

 
Williams ends the chapter with this thought. He compares the baptized who are 
identified in Christ with three of his roles; Prophet , priest and king 
Williams- “the life of the baptized is one of prophecy, priesthood and royalty.” 
Prophets: they act and speak to call the people of Israel back to their own 
essential truth and identity. Questions like: “Don’t you remember who you are? 
Priests: they are people who interprets God and humanity to each other. A 
person who builds bridges between God and humanity when that relationship has 
been wrecked. 
Kings: straight out of the prophet Jeremiah 22:16, “one who knows God by 
favouring the poor, doing justice for the needy.”  
 
“Simultaneous Saints and Sinners” - John Calvin 
To be baptized does not mean to be free from sin.  
Questions for consideration: 



 

 
1.) In what ways did Jesus immerse himself into the depths of God and 

humanity? How might you (our church) follow his example? 
2.) How might our church act as a bridge builder in this community between 

particular people or groups in our neighborhoods? 
3.) Which of the three roles that Williams lays out for the Baptized in Christ do 

you feel naturally inclined to? What role would you like God to help you 
grow more fully into. Pray by yourself or with your family for each person 
to live by the power of the Spirit more fully into those roles in our families, 
church, school and community.  


