
February 2010

Dear Friends,

st th
Assuming you receive this around February 1 , we have reached the 10  anniversary of our arrival at Prince 

George as the new rector and his wife.  We were introduced to the congregation at the annual meeting on January 23, 
th2000, and our first Sunday was February 6 .  It is simply unbelievable to us that it has really been 10 years – it seems like 

a few years at most, and blessed years they have been for the two of us – amazingly blessed.  

I (Paul) came as an inexperienced priest (ordained barely 3 years before my arrival here), with no experience as a 
rector and precious little experience in the pulpit.  Beyond those shortcomings, I was also from way up north, my last 
name is definitely odd, and my lawyer background occasionally slipped out, making people wonder if they'd called a 
priest or a litigator.  We frankly saw it as a miracle of God's own doing that the Search Committee and Vestry saw fit to 
call us here – and it affirmed what we sensed as God's call to us to Prince George going back to our summer with you in 
1995.  And to the two of us, that sense of being called here has been affirmed time and time again over the last 10 years as 
the Lord has blessed us richly here.  

For one thing, priests in training often hear stories about stormy, conflict-ridden vestry meetings, factions in the 
parish, pitched battles at annual meetings, and congregations which expect the staff to do everything while themselves 
volunteering for nothing.  We have found not a trace of any of that at Prince George.  In 10 years of vestry meetings, we 
have never had a serious conflict, at least not that I can remember.  This is no credit to me – far from it.  I thank God and 
praise you: our vestries have been filled with godly people who are a joy to work with, and who work together 
comfortably.  And we do not have factions or pitched battles in annual meetings, and we have a huge number of people 
who are willing to get involved, volunteering their time and energy.  Rarely has anyone on the staff had trouble getting 
something done for lack of volunteers, and many of you have initiated ministry and/or gone out of your way, unsolicited 
by the staff, to meet a need in the parish.  

Priests often come to a parish believing their role is all about ministering to others, helping the parish to grow 
spiritually; about “what I'm going to do for them”.  But all priests learn eventually that parish ministry is as much about 
what the Lord wants to do in the heart of the priest.  The parish ministers to the priest; the parish molds and forms the 
priest and helps him to grow; ministry is as much about what happens in the priest's spiritual life as a rector than it is about 
what God might use the rector for in the life of the parish.  Becky and I must say that these 10 years have been wonderful 
years for us, as you have loved us and helped us to grow and deepen in our faith and our relationship with the Lord.

I (Paul) confess that many Sundays serving wafers at the Communion rail, my eyes fill with tears – tears of love 
for you as I watch you come to the rail, kneeling before the Lord, hands raised to Him, open to receiving His body and 
blood; tears of love, of joy and of appreciation that you have allowed us to be here with you these past 10 years.  It is our 
prayer that the Lord has and will bless you as richly as He has blessed us from this season of partnership here with you in 
His service.

With love, blessings and many prayers for you all, 



Birthdays

PA R I S H          N E W S

Confirmations
December 6 - Wendy Dawson, Ed Foster, Linda Foster, Sue Ellen 
McNeil, Nan Stokes, and David Wylie.

 
Reaffirmations
Glynn Alexander, Baker Dawson, Chelsea Lawrence.

Join Us Thursday Morning at 10 a.m....
for a peaceful and intimate time of fellowship and prayer which 
concludes with Communion.  There is opportunity to receive prayer 
for healing as well as anointing with oil for those who wish it.  
Please consider making this service a regular part of your week.  
God has blessed us with His presence, and with miracles of healing 
at our rail. 

Praying for Those Who are Ill or 
Homebound
Each Sunday, as part of our prayers, we name those in our church 
family who are unwell, recovering from illness or surgery, or who 
are homebound.  We need to lift them up during the week also as we 
go about our daily lives.  In your quiet time or devotional time with 
our Lord, please lift up in prayer to our Lord:

Eliza Jagger, Caroline Stevens, Jim Ralston, Mary Doyle, 
Nell Doyle, Dick Manning, Bill Buck, Pat Doyle, Claymon 
Grimes, Ann Evans, Olga Abbott, Pat Smith, and Lauretta 
Dean.

 Visitation
Paul and Andy are both making home and hospital visits to our sick 
and elderly. Please call, or have a member of your family call and let 
us know if you would like a visit. Hospitals will no longer show us a 
list of their patients, so when you are admitted, please have someone 
call Prince George Church to let us know. 

Parents-2-B“Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you”
Please pray for our expectant mothers, their babies, and their 
families.  Parents-2-B are Katey and Jase Felts, Kitty and Andy 
Morgan, and Ashley and Will Moody.  If you know other expecting 
Prince George families, please let us know so we can add them to 
our prayers.

A D U LT          E D U C AT I O N

Reading Ephesians

If you've not joined in reading this great letter of Paul, it is not too late.  Each week, January 17 – February 21, we 
are reading one chapter of this, perhaps the greatest of Paul's writings to the early church, and then gathering in 
groups to discuss it.  We have two or three groups meeting at 10:10 am Sunday in the Parish Hall, and two groups 
that meet at the rectory, one on Tuesdays at 12:15 pm, and one on Wednesdays at 6:45 pm.  You are welcome to join 
the discussion at any time, and to come to whatever group or group's best suit your life and schedule.  Please don't 
miss out on this chance really to get into Paul's powerful restatement of the Good News of Jesus Christ and his 
wonderful, practical advice for godly, daily living.  

Lenten Program 

We are combining our ECW Lenten lunches (which 
have featured a guest speaker, soup and cornbread), 
with our Wednesday evening Lenten suppers, to 
have a Wednesday evening soup, salad and 
cornbread supper, with speakers each evening – plus 
a short Lenten Compline service in the Parish Hall.  
Children will eat with their parents (child-friendly 
food will be available for them), then move to the 
Bourne Building for a children's program.  

This year's theme for the adults is I Love To Tell The 
Story and features the Christian testimony of our 
newest staff members and their spouses: Andy and 
Kitty, Maria and Kory, Jon and Sarah, and Jason and 
Chelsea.  It promises to be great fun, an unmatched 
opportunity to get to know us, and a great Gospel 
evening each week as well – and you won't need to 
bring food (unless you want to volunteer ahead to 
bring a soup).  We start at 6 p.m. on Wednesdays:  
February 24 and March 3, 10, and 17.  NOTE: if you 
would miss this because you no longer drive at 
night, please call Lauren at the church office and 
we will do our best to arrange a ride for you.  We 
want all to come!

Vestry Notes

The vestry meeting for December focused on:  1) 
discussion and approval of the parish budget for 
2010, including an extended discussion of 
reductions in staff benefits, the need for making a 
start on debt repayment, the need to have a much 
reduced projected deficit for the year ahead, and 
ways for cutting expenses, including moving one 
full-time employee (Dale, our sexton) to part-time 
status; 2) review of the pledge campaign results for 
2010 which show an encouraging increase in the 
average pledge; 3) discussion of the nominees for 
the vestry and warden elections coming at the 
annual meeting; 4) our funding for repairs to the 
church interior, the Bourne Building auditorium, 
and the exterior of the Rectory; and 5) what should 
be our areas of focus for 2010 as a parish leadership 
team.  

Heartfelt thanks were extended to our outgoing 
wardens, Duff Dawson and Bill Brabson, and 
outgoing vestry members Bill Hartis, Lee Jones and 
Susan Tiller, who have each done an outstanding 
job serving the parish during their terms.

A cookbook article!

Garden Smart, an online home and 
garden website, has written an 
article about our cookbook, 
Plantation Tours and Tastes. To 
f i n d  t h e  a r t i c l e ,  g o  t o  
www.gardensmart.tv,

Squash, Mushroom 
Caps Stuffed With Crab, and 
White Bean Soup.

 click on 
recipes, and then find in the 
recipie list, 

February 1 John Evans
February 3 Nat Baker
February 4 Kate Varn 
February 8 Ashton Lee
February 9 David Oberst
February 10 Alice Cromartie
February 10 Keith Moree
February 11 Phillip Ness
February 12 John Grey Crosby
February 14 Austin Williams
February 15 Pat Stalvey
February 16 Lisa Collins
February 17 Joe Crosby
February 17 William Sowell
February 17 Claudia Trotter
February 18 Perry Collins
February 18 Anna Lesley
February 18 Julie Oberst
February 19 Baker Dawson
February 19 Jeep Ford
February 20 John Stalvey
February 21 Toby Avant
February 21 Chandler Martin
February 22 Wendy DeMello
February 22 Susan Miller
February 23 Dick Cambrey
February 25 David Collins
February 26 Herbert Boyd
February 26 Jimmy Cromartie
February 28 Lee Jones
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The Cross And Crown 
Is Going Paperless!

In our attempt to economize, we have been 
discussing various ways to improve the distribution 
of the Cross and Crown.   Paper, copying, and 
postage are considerably more expensive than five 
years ago, or even last year.  Therefore, Prince 
George is in the process of transitioning as much as 
possible from publishing a hard copy of the Cross 
and Crown to utilizing our website.  

The Cross and Crown has always been available 
there and now we'd like to encourage you to open up 
the site for your news.  Jon Blamire does a wonderful 
job of updating the site regularly.  If you cannot 
receive information electronically and would prefer 
to receive a hard copy, please call the church office 
by March 1, 2010.  546-4358   We will also happily 
accommodate those of you who still wish to receive 
a hard copy regardless of your computer access.  

We will be publishing this message in the next three 
editions of the Cross and Crown with the hope that 
we will reach everyone.  Bless you all for helping us 
make this transition as easy as possible.

Christian Men’s Conference

The Christian Men's Conference is February 26-28.  
Rob Rienow, of Visionary Parenting, will lead the 
2010 Christian Men's Conference at St. Christopher. 
The theme is "The Visionary Man." Rob will cast a 
vision for men to trust the scriptures, lead their 
families, serve their churches and reach their 
communities.  

This is a great opportunity for men to take some time 
off and go to a beautiful lowcountry island to 
experience great fellowship and life-transforming 
time with the Lord.  This annual Diocesan event, 
held at Camp St. Christopher has had a profound 
effect on many of the men who have attended.  For 
more information, please contact, Lee Jones, 237-
8849, Tom Winslow, 655-7333, or Andy Roberts, 
546-1869.

Funeral Guild

One of the 'unseen' and yet very important ministries 
is our offer to hold a reception for families in our 
parish hall after a funeral. We have recently 
established a Funeral Guild which is responsible for 
organizing these receptions. One of the main tasks is 
the preparation of food.

A great help to the Funeral Guild in coordinating a 
reception would be a list of people who are willing to 
be contacted and asked to prepare food (sandwiches, 
cookies, brownies, etc).

If you would be willing to be part of a list of 
parishioners who are willing to be called upon and 
asked to make some food for a funeral reception, 
please email Lauren or call the office. We would love 
to hear from you!

PA R I S H        N E W S

Children's Sunday School

Tory Mackey, Stephanie Oxner and Wynne Peace 
will be leading the Tweens further into the Fruits 

stof the Spirit.  Marie Taylor is guiding the K – 1  
graders through Bible Basics and Tracy Morris is 
teaching Preschoolers about God's love for us.  All 
programs will be held in the Bourne Building from 
10:10 until 10:55 every Sunday.  Please bring your 
child, so they can continue to learn about our Lord 
and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

63nd Annual Plantation Tours

Plans are underway for the annual Plantation 
Tours which are scheduled for March 26 & 27.  

We are asking all individuals who are able to, 
to please set aside some time to volunteer in 
some way.

Please fill out this easy form by checking 
where you would be able to assist in making 
this year's tour a success.

 Docents
_______ Friday, March 26    9:00 am - 1:00 pm
_______ Friday, March 26    1:00 pm - 5:00 pm
_______ Saturday, March 279:00 am - 1:00 pm
_______ Saturday, March 271:00 pm - 5:00 pm

 Afternoon Tea
_______ Friday, March 26 2:30 pm - 5:30 pm 
_______ Saturday, March 272:30 pm - 5:30 pm

 Lunches
_______ Thursday, March 25  9:00 am - 
1:00 pm
_______ Friday, March 26   9:00 am - 1:00 pm

Please return this form in one of many ways:

* plate offering
   

* Mail to: Virginia Dugan
81 Roberts Rd. 

Georgetown, SC 29440
   

* e-mail your response to:  

    * fax to church office (843)546-0210

    * call Virginia Dugan at 546-5226

______________________________________
    Name                   Phone Number

STVA115@AOL.com

Diocesan ECW Retreat

The Rt. Rev. Mark J. Lawrence will speak on the 
book of Ruth at the Diocesan ECW Retreat 
February 12-14.  The event is open to all women of 
the Diocese.  The Rev. Charlie Walton will serve as 
our Chaplain and Sharon Harper will provide the 
music.  A $50 deposit is required with registration.  
Registration forms are available in your recent 
edition of JUBILATE DEO, or you may register 
online at stbartholomews.org. 

Plantation Tour Food 
Contribution

Once again the Plantation Tours are fast 
approaching!  As we have in years past, we are 
again asking the ladies of Prince George to donate 
$5.00 towards the Afternoon Tea to help defray the 
costs of the items and foods associated. The teas 
are becoming more expensive and demanding of 
our parishioners' generosity. Ticket sales have 
greatly increased, thus increasing the amount of 
food needed for the tea in order to refresh our 750+ 
'tour goers' each afternoon. 

We still ask you, if you are able, to donate some 
delicious cookies and cheese wafers for the teas as 
well!  Nothing is better than homemade!   

These funds may be placed in the offering plate in 
an envelope marked for the tours or dropped off 
/mailed to the church office. Thank you in advance 
for all that each of you does to support the tours. 
Without the support of our parishioners this would 
not be possible.

Habitat for Humanity Georgetown 
County Apostles’ Build

Habitat for Humanity Georgetown County is getting 
ready for our 2010 Apostles’ Build on Church St in 
Georgetown.  We are just $10,000 short of our goal 
of $60,000 to build a home for the Lewis Family! If 
you know of someone who would like to donate 
construction gifts in kind for this build, it would 
lower the construction costs. Habitat ReStore 
revenue from donations of gently used furniture, 
appliances, housewares or building materials can 
also designated to the Apostles Build. 

Volunteers in all areas of the affiliate are also 
needed. There are so many ways to help us reach our 
goal! To donate a financial contribution or gifts-in-
kind call Lisa Hergenrother at 546-5685 x6. To 
donate to our ReStore call Sarah at 546-5685 x1.  
Thank you for your continued support as we build 
for God’s people in need.
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Guys!

Small Group Book Study - Wednesdays 7 - 8 
am at Thomas’ Café on Front Street.  All men are 
welcome - come check it out; the food is good, the 
conversation enjoyable, the fellowship warm and 
inviting. What better way to start your 
Wednesday?

If you've been in The Bible in 90 Days, or if you 
haven't but you thought about it, you belong at the 
Tuesday morning men's Bible study & 
breakfast.  Here we get to explore the Scripture 
more deeply and discuss how it applies to our 
lives today.  Great food, fellowship with guys like 
you; and food for the soul. Just come any Tuesday, 
7 am, at the Parish Hall; no reservation needed. 

PA R I S H          N E W S

Preview Sunday’s Music

Did you know you can preview the upcoming Sunday’s music and readings on our website? Visit 
www.pgwinyah.org and click the Sunday Preview link. It’s a great way to keep up with new music!

Your Special Music

I have recently played several 'requests' for the 
postludes at services; in one case it is now an annual 
fixture on the nearest Sunday to their wedding 
anniversary. 

I am very happy to discuss playing something in 
honor of someone / celebration of an event or maybe 
just something you really like. This could be either 
on a Sunday or during Midday Musical Moments on 
a Wednesday. There are some constrains on what is 
possible (including suitability for a worship service, 
respecting the seasons of the church year, 
availability of a score and my ability to play the 
music!), but if you have something in mind, do let me 
know.
 
I also like to hear about hymns and worship songs 
which are special to you. Again, it may be possible to 
include them on a Sunday.

Oh, and if you thought you heard happy birthday 
during communion a few months ago, it was just a 
figment of the collective imagination, and I don't do 
'dares'.

Jon

2010 Annual Parish Meeting

thOur Annual Parish Meeting was held in January 24  
in the Parish Hall.  Paul led us through the agenda 
which included opening Prayers and Worship, 
comments and reports from Andy, Jon, Dave 
Starnes, Lep Boyd, Bill Brabson, Pete Williams, 
Duff Dawson, Jackie Harris, and Clark Hight.  

During elections, Dave Starnes was elected to the 
Senior Warden position and Andy Crocker was 
elected to the Jr. Warden position.  Three people left 
the Vestry, Mrs. Susan Tiller, Mrs. Lee Jones, and 
Mr. Bill Hartis.  Elected to new terms on the Vestry 
were Jase Felts, Walter McElveen and Stephanie 
Oxner.  

Paul thanked the Search Committee who suggested 
him for the position of our Rector.  He said that 
night was his and Becky's ten year anniversary with 
us.  We are blessed to have them both. 

A letter from Jason’s Parents

To all folk at Prince George Winyah Episcopal 
Church,

Thank you all so much for making us feel so 
welcome!  Thanks also to the folk for the lovely 
food- there are some world class chefs in your 
church!  

We appreciate the love shown to us, very much.  
Jason has always spoken so highly of all of you and 
now meeting you all, we can see that you are folk 
radiating the love of God!  

We appreciate you looking after Jason, we know that 
he is in safe hands.  

We know that you all will be blessed as you have 
blessed us!  

May our God bless and keep you, may His face shine 
upon you and give you His peace.

Love,
Jim and Shelia Hamshaw

Prince George Is Celebrating A 
TEN YEAR ANNIVERSARY!!!

 
Sunday, February 7th after the 11:00 service in the 
Parish Hall.
 
This will be a wonderful reception celebrating 
Paul and Becky’s 10 years with us, the growth of 
Prince George, and his service to the Glory of God.

Cursillo!

Cursillo is a great weekend held at Camp St. 
Christopher four times a year. The weekend is 
great fun with good food and fellowship, and 
most of all, time to experience God's love for you 
in a powerful way.  Wherever you are in your 
Christian walk, Cursillo is an opportunity not to 
be missed. For more information, and names of 
people who have attended, contact Paul Fuener 
at the church, 546-4358.
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7 am, at the Parish Hall; no reservation needed. 
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February 7th is Boy Scout Sunday

The first week of February is often referred to as 
Scouting Anniversary Week and the first Sunday 

in February is designated Scout 
Sunday.  The Boy Scout movement 
was founded in England by British 
Lord  Rober t  Baden-Powel l .   
Scouting's first manual was both 
written and illustrated by Baden-

Powell in 1908.  Scouting Sunday commemorates 
the founding of the Boy Scouts of America by way 
of a National Charter from Congress on February 
8, 1910.  Scouting is celebrated by thousands of 
scouts each year at Churches and Synagogues 
across the United States.

Today Scouting has served millions of young men 
aged 6-18 in a variety of programs including Cub 
Scouting, Boy Scouting and Venturing.  Earning 
Scouting's highest award – the Eagle Scout 
award- is only achieved by 4% of boys registered.  
Famous Eagle Scouts include Willie Banks, J. 
Willard Marriot, Gerald Ford, Bill Bradley, James 
Lovell, Ross Perot, Richard Lugar and Donald 
Rumsfeld.

Please join us during the 11 o'clock service on 
Sunday, February 7 and help us to honor these fine 
boys.  

PA R I S H          N E W S

Valentines Day Celebration of 
Marriage and Supper 

This year Valentines 
Day fa l l s  on  a  
Sunday, and we 
invite you to 
c o m e  f o r  a  
r o m a n t i c  
catered supper 
in the Parish 
Hall preceded 
by a service of 
Thanksgiving and 
c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  
Marriage in the church.

The idea came from Jon and Sarah Blamire who 
almost never get to celebrate their wedding 
anniversary because it's in the week before 
Christmas (the last one was on the same day as 
'Messiah'). They've been married for 22 years, 
love each other dearly but no longer fit their 
wedding attire!  What better alternative than 
Valentines Day, especially when it falls on a 
Sunday. They hope you will feel the same way 
and share this special service with them, the 
Fueners and the Morgans.

The service will begin at 5pm in church and 
includes music, a celebration of marriage, 
communion and a blessing. It’s not just for 
couples; the whole parish, family and friends 
are invited to come for worship and to support 
our marriages. There will be a nursery 
available, although we encourage children to 
come see what mom and dad are doing.

 

The 3-course meal is catered by Puttin’ On the 
Grits and will cost $8.00 per person. Couples 
and families are welcome. Alternatively, if you 
want to take a meal home, one can be boxed for 
take out. Meals must be booked in advance with 
Lauren in the office (lauren@pgwinyah.org or 
546-4358) by 4pm on Monday 8th February.

Parish Supper Club!

For real divine dining, make your reservation to 
join a Parish Supper Club!  The idea is, we will 
gather monthly or every other month (your 
choice) in a home and share a meal and Christian 
fellowship.  If you sign up for The Club you will 
be assigned to a different gathering each month 
(or every other month - your choice), and thus 
have the chance to meet many more members of 
our parish family. Depending on parish 
response, dinner gatherings will begin in March 
and go through the summer; we will offer 
another sign-up opportunity in August for the 
fall.  Call or e-mail Lauren in the church office 
to sign up, 546-4358, lauren@pgwinyah.org.

N OTES   FR OM   TH E   C H OIR   L OFT

Forgiven Much – Love Much

Have you ever noticed the way that people reacted to Jesus 
in the gospels? Those without religious power and gentiles 
were often the ones who showed the most wholehearted 
love and worship. Take the account of Jesus healing 10 
lepers:

Now on his way to Jerusalem, Jesus traveled along 
the border between Samaria and Galilee. As he was 
going into a village, ten men who had leprosy met 
him. They stood at a distance and called out in a 
loud voice, "Jesus, Master, have pity on us!"

When he saw them, he said, "Go, show yourselves 
to the priests." And as they went, they were 
cleansed.

One of them, when he saw he was healed, came 
back, praising God in a loud voice. He threw 
himself at Jesus' feet and thanked him—and he was 
a Samaritan.

Jesus asked, "Were not all ten cleansed? Where are 
the other nine? Was no one found to return and give 
praise to God except this foreigner?" Then he said 
to him, "Rise and go; your faith has made you well."                    
                                                       Luke 17: 11 – 19

They all knew they had a need and all received the same 
healing from Jesus, yet only the 'foreigner' came back to 
express his thanks. He perhaps had gained the most.

And look at the account of Jesus being anointed by a sinful 
woman:

Now one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have 
dinner with him, so he went to the Pharisee's house 
and reclined at the table. When a woman who had 
lived a sinful life in that town learned that Jesus was 
eating at the Pharisee's house, she brought an 
alabaster jar of perfume, and as she stood behind 
him at his feet weeping, she began to wet his feet 
with her tears. Then she wiped them with her hair, 
kissed them and poured perfume on them.

When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he 
said to himself, "If this man were a prophet, he 
would know who is touching him and what kind of 
woman she is—that she is a sinner."

Jesus answered him, "Simon, I have something to 
tell you." "Tell me, teacher," he said.

"Two men owed money to a certain moneylender. 
One owed him five hundred denarii, and the other 
fifty. Neither of them had the money to pay him 
back, so he canceled the debts of both. Now which 
of them will love him more?"

Simon replied, "I suppose the one who had the 
bigger debt canceled." "You have judged 
correctly," Jesus said.

Then he turned toward the woman and said to 
Simon, "Do you see this woman? I came into your 
house. You did not give me any water for my feet, 
but she wet my feet with her tears and wiped them 
with her hair. You did not give me a kiss, but this 
woman, from the time I entered, has not stopped 
kissing my feet. You did not put oil on my head, but 
she has poured perfume on my feet. Therefore, I tell 
you, her many sins have been forgiven—for she 
loved much. But he who has been forgiven little 
loves little."

Then Jesus said to her, "Your sins are forgiven."

The other guests began to say among themselves, 
"Who is this who even forgives sins?"

Jesus said to the woman, "Your faith has saved you; 
go in peace." Luke 7: 36 - 50

This is very powerful. In Revelation 3: 20 Jesus says “Here I 
am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice 
and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he 
with me.” and true to His word, Jesus responds to Simon's 
invitation and comes to the meal. Yet Jesus is clearly not 
pleased with the way His host treats Him. Instead it is the 
'sinner' whom He commends for her lavish display of love 
(worship). It's lavish not only because the perfume was 
costly, but because she endures the ridicule of those around 
her, and serves Jesus in the most humble of tasks – washing 
His feet. In worship she transforms a demeaning act into one 
of love, elevating it as she used her own repentant tears and 
kisses. 

Note, Jesus implies that both owe a debt that cannot be paid 
“all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Romans 
3: 23). What lessons can we learn? First, without 
recognizing who Jesus is, repentance towards Him and faith 
in Him, there is no love or worship. Second, even if we are in 
the Kingdom, those who at least think they have only been 
forgiven little, love little (worship with little devotion). 

Both should give us pause for thought. Like Simon, it is 
perfectly possible to sit in Jesus presence (in church) 
week by week and not recognize Him, or fail to give 
our lives to Him. It is also very possible to know Jesus 
as Savior and Lord, yet fail to really love Him because 
we haven't appreciated the extent of our “forgiven-
ness” – we really have all sinned, we really do deserve 
the wrath of God, nothing we can ever do would save 
us, and the cost of our salvation was the blood of Christ. 
When we understand the mercy and love of God, we 
will truly bow in wholehearted love and worship.
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Youth December Report

December was seasonally busy and we loved it!  We 
enjoyed the Night Of A Thousand Candles at 
Brookgreen Gardens which was also the place where 
Chelsea and I first met last year.  Chelsea and I will be 
married, take a two week trip to Europe for a 
honeymoon, and receive from my family and friends a 
UK Blessing.  Programs will continue running in the 
form of a video series called “The Prodigal God” by 
Timothy Keller while we're gone.

The youth had a good time celebrating Jesus at our 
Christmas party.  We had crazy games, 
messy games and great food.  I'd like to 
share with you some of the talk I gave that 
night.  The youth are preparing for the 
coming of the Christ; first as a child and 
second as a king.  John the Baptist said that 
Jesus would come to baptize with the Holy 
Spirit and fire.  Have you ever thought 
about what that might mean?  It certainly 
sounds warm in these cold months!  At our 
Christmas party we built a fire and sat near 
the fireplace where we shared communion.  
We all like to sit by a fire in the winter but to 
sit in one would be too much.  We're not 
fireproof like the bush Moses encountered 
in the desert.  We talked about how God is 
coming like a burning fire that consumes 
all that is not just within its path.  It's a good 
thing to get rid of sin, but we often find that 
difficult because we're attached to “the sin” 
that is due to be consumed.  We seem to 
have our own standard of justice in that we 
think we can judge those we think worse 
than us and give rights to heaven to those 
we believe are better.  Yet God has his own 
justice standard for holiness which burns 
anything including anyone that has sin.  
We see what this fire looks like most 
clearly at the cross when Jesus, taking our 
place, goes through the fires of hell for us 
as he receives God's anger for our sins.  
However, that is not all we see.  We see that 
God would come to earth out of love with a 
passion that burned hotter than death to 
bring us through the consuming flames.  It 

is God's mercy, not our opinions, that triumphs over 
justice in this work of grace.  We address sin by 
repenting and giving our lives to God.  In so doing, we 
become saints in Christ and are given God's 
righteousness.  We are like burning bushes that are not 
consumed.  God's fiery presence makes his home in us 
and longs for the coming of that fiery judgment day 
when sin is destroyed.  

The youth’s next event is the Ski Trip February 4-7!  We 
are looking forward to this fun time together!

Shine,  Jason 

PA R I S H          N E W S
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The Cross and Crown is produced monthly by Prince George Winyah Episcopal Church. If you have information for an upcoming issue, 
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Upcoming Events - Important Dates
Youth Ski Trip Feb 4-7 Sugar Mountain, NC
Vestry Retreat Feb 13 Rectory 9am -2pm
Celebration of Marriage/Supper Feb 14 Church, Parish Hall, 5 pm
Pancake Supper                            Feb 16 Parish Hall, 5pm
Ash Wednesday Service Feb 17 Church, 12 pm and 7 pm
Lenten Supper and Service Feb 24, March 3, 10, 17 Parish Hall, 6:00 pm
Diocesan Convention March 4 and 5 St. Paul’s, Summerville
Plantation Tours March 26 and 27
Palm Sunday March 28
Clergy Vow Renewal March 30 Charleston

Prince George Preschool

December was a very busy month at the 
preschool.  We studied the birth of our savior, 
Jesus, and then celebrated with a Christmas 
program and class parties. We had a very 
successful Christmas greenery sale with our 
children and staff selling almost 400 wreaths and 
other greenery. The profit goes to purchase 
classroom supplies and equipment. After two 
weeks of Christmas vacation we are back and 
ready to get back to the hard work of preschool 
play. As always, we welcome parishioners to 
come and visit us any time.  


