
From the Rector January 2009

Prince George Winyah Episcopal Church
301 Screven Street w Georgetown, South Carolina 29440 w 843-546-4358 or 546-4375

Dear Parish Family,

 Have you noticed how sometimes you can do far more with less?  I can always get the most done on a 
day where I have the least extra time; some of the most attractive rooms are sparsely decorated (“less is more” 
the professionals tell us); some of the best food around comes from the simplest of ingredients; some of the most 
attractive furniture restoration starts with the simplest piece of old furniture; and, some of the most effective 
Christian ministry is done with the least expenditure of resources.  There are plenty of examples – sometimes you 
can do far more with less.  I think I know why this may be true:  when we have less, we have to rely more on the 
Lord.  When we know our resources are inadequate, we cry out to the Lord more readily, more sincerely.  When 
we cannot possibly accomplish all we really must accomplish, we hit our knees praying for the Lord’s help, for a 
miracle of His deliverance, and rely less on our own striving.  In short, having less often means having more faith, 
and more faith leads to more and better results.

 In light of this reality, I look forward to the year ahead – for 2009 looks like a year where we will have 
less, giving us the opportunity to do more.  Here at the church, we will have two priests, when for much of 2008 
we had three (or two priests and a deacon); we will have a volunteer team for children’s ministry rather than a paid 
director as we had for the last few years; we may well have a smaller budget than we had last year; we will have 
fewer lay leaders in the parish from “the greatest generation” because of the deaths we suffered in 2008.  Also, 
among our parish families many will have less income than they had last year; and in our community, budgets 
for caring for the needy will likely be smaller.  All of this “having less” puts us in a position where we must more 
readily rely on the Lord, where we must cry out to Him most sincerely, where we must hit our knees praying for 
a miracle of God’s provision.  And we will find Him faithful, and we will accomplish more this year than ever 
– more with less, more from less – as a parish, as families, as a community.  

 What more is needed?  For one thing, as a parish we can be more involved in our community – in serving 
the needy in our region, volunteering, participating, coming along side.  There will be this year both more need 
and fewer public resources to meet the need than in recent years.  We can be part of the solution, part of closing 
that gap.  For another thing, as a parish we can be more involved with each other in small groups – getting together 
regularly with a few friends and neighbors to study God’s word, and share our lives and support one another with 
prayer and love and caring.  We do not need financial resources to have more effective community and small group 
ministries – we can do far more with less.  

 No one likes to have less, and some cut-backs can be pretty unpleasant; I do not mean to minimize the 
deep pain that comes from job loss or reduction of income.  I just think that in such losses a door opens to growth 
–growth in our faith and trust in the Lord, in our relationship with Him, and through that to find new peace and 
joy, and just plain more, in the midst of our loss.  I encourage us all to go into this new year with that hope and 
expectancy:  if we have less, we will really end up with more – far more of what matters.
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Birthdays Join Us Thursday Mornings at 10 a.m. …for a 
peaceful and intimate time of fellowship and prayer which concludes with 
Communion. There is opportunity to receive prayer for healing as well as 
anointing with oil for those who wish to receive it. Please consider making 
this service a regular part of your week.  God has blessed us with His pres-
ence, and with miracles of healing at our rail. 

In the dark about Cursillo?  Wondered what it’s all about?  Cursillo is a great 
weekend held at Camp St. Christopher four times a year.  Those who have 
been (about 30 of us here at Prince George) will tell you it was one of the most 
important weekends in their Christian life.  The weekend is great fun, good 
food and fellowship, and most of all, a time of experiencing God’s love for you 
in a powerful way.  Wherever you are in your Christian walk, Cursillo is an 
opportunity not to be missed.  To go, you must be a member of Prince George 
and have a sponsor (anyone who has been before).  Cursillo is popular in this 
Diocese, thus you need to get your name on the list to go, and then wait for 
an opening.  For more information, and names of people who have attended, 
contact Paul Fuener at the church, 546-4358 or Sandy Gresham, 546-4985.

Cursillo

Deaths
George Tiller died on December 16.

Stella Michelle daughter of Brian & 
Susan Welch, born on November 26

Birth

January 2 Laura Gates
January 3 Jak Kelley
January 4 Laura Meyer
January 5 David Read
January 6 George Asnip
January 6 Mary Galphin
January 8 Frank Beattie
January 8 Mary Bordaux Clark
January 8 Margaret Oliphant
January 11 Jessica Jones
January 13 Jonathan Cahill
January 13 Logan Trotter
January 14 Tom Winslow
January 16 Martha Allison
January 16 Jenny Wofford
January 19 Mark Rogers
January 20 Emerson Pate
January 20 Marty Tennant
January 21 Sarah Collins
January 22 Jim Green
January 22 Peter Mitchell
January 23 Chuck Larson
January 25 Sam Downing
January 25 Alex Hight
January 26 Patou McIsaac
January 27 Martha Harper
January 27 Kathleen Kelly
January 28 Arthur Geer
January 28 Peter Dubay
January 28 Sara Liz Ness
January 29 Jane Rowland
January 31 Aleene Miller
January 31 Scott Roach
January 31 Esther Temple
January 31 Lauren Winslow

Baptisms - December 6
Susanna Blamire, Effie Robinson 
Smith, Mary Motley Smith

Confirmation  - December 7 
Sarah Blamire, Jason and Leigh Boan, 
Jason Hamshaw, Vicki Marlowe, John 
Miller, Thomas Rowland, Katrina 
Rusnak, Will Ness, Alex and Rucker 
Hight, Drew Pittman, Gloria Tennant, 
Laura Dean, Logan and Claudia Trot-
ter, Susanna and Ruth Blamire

Received -  December 7
Susan Miller, Will Moody

Reaffirmations - December 7 
Brett and Carolyn Baker, Susan Boy-
ette, Wade Marlowe, Jane Rowland

Parents-2-B – Please continue to pray for our expectant families 
and their babies. We pray for healthy pregnancies and safe deliveries, for 
God’s peace and rest, for protection from flu and colds and for all God’s 
blessings during this special time.  Parents-2-B are Wendy and Baker 
Dawson, Joe and Maria Celeste, Wynne and Perry Peace, Edward and 
Kelly Kelley and Jason and Leigh Boan.  If you know other expecting 
Prince George families, please let us know so we can add them to our 
prayers.

ANNUAL CHURCH MEETING
Sunday, January 11

5:00 p.m. (beginning with supper)

Come prepared to vote on who the Lord is calling onto the Ves-
try, and to hear reports on the life and ministry of the Parish.

Please make every effort to join us for this very important
meeting in the life of the Church.

VISITATION
Paul and Andy are all making home and hospital visits to our sick and 
elderly.  Please call, or have a member of your family call and let us know if you 
would like a visit.  Due to DHEC regulations regarding patient’s privacy, the 
hospitals will no longer show us a list of their patients.  When you are admitted, 
please be sure to designate your religion as Episcopalian.  We have been told 
that we will then be able to access that particular list of patient names.
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“Happy the generation where the great listen to the 
small, for it follows that in such a generation the small 
will listen to the great.”
Hebrew proverb

For Parents Only by Shaunti Feldhahn attempts to help 
parents deal with teenagers as they really are rather than 
as we think they are or as we think they should be.  Co-
authored with Lisa Rice, Feldhahn’s For Parents Only 
is a guide for “getting inside the head of your kid.”  

What I like most about this book is that it self-con-
sciously remains practical.  It gives general advice and 
espouses underlying philosophies for parenting, but 
the meat and potatoes of this book are in the stories 
that unfold from the interviews conducted with teenage 
subjects.  The advice given emerges from real world 
experience rather than intellectual retreat.

Though this is a Christian book, the Christian themes 
take a back seat to parenting tips based on practical 
experience and advice from teens themselves.  How-
ever, one of the most impressive passages of the book 
concerns the struggle faced by Christian parents as their 
children begin to question their basic beliefs.  Feldhahn’s 
breakdown of this rejection is simple; in order to find 
their own identity, kids have to push themselves away 
from the only one they’ve really known, that of their 
parents’, to see who they really are.  Not only is rejection 
natural, it is healthy at this stage.  If parents want their 
children to accept their beliefs and values, they should 
“stifle the urge to impose their beliefs and instead relax 
a bit, [and teens] would feel more free to adopt those 
beliefs for themselves.”

Honestly, this book works best as john literature (you 
know, the kind you put on the back of the john and pick 
up during those most peaceful and contemplative of mo-
ments).  To read For Parents Only straight through could 
possibly cure insomnia.  Even if you managed to do it, 
you would be missing a lot.  This book contains some 
radically different ways of thinking about our children 
and the way we discipline them.  To plow through it 
like a ship on its way to port, would mean that we aren’t 
giving it time to work within us.

The most important practical message that I take from 
this book is that teenagers are young adults that not 

Book Review - For Parents Only: Getting Inside the Head of 
Your Kid By Shaunti Feldhahn and Lisa Rice

only need guidance and advice, but 
actually appreciate it.  Young adults 
must be given the freedom to begin 
making decisions for themselves.  
This does not mean a hands-off par-
enting approach.  It should mean even 
more involvement in the decision making process, but 
acceptance of their decisions – and love even through 
disappointment.  

This book is not about providing a set of rules for parent-
ing. It is about promoting an understanding of the teenage 
mind that can help the parent act wisely and develop a 
stronger relationship with their children.  

For Parents Only follows a New Testament model for 
dealing with children.  What God gives us, unconditional 
love and forgiveness, teenagers also need (and, most 
importantly, they need to know they have it).  

Feldhahn also reminds the reader several times to give 
themselves a break, “There’s only one perfect parent . . 
. and we’re not Him.”
   Reviewed By George Geer

ARE YOU BUSY – Part 2
By C.J Mahaney

In the past I thought that as long as I 
wasn’t idle, I wasn’t lazy. Not true. In 
fact, my laziness often shows up in the 
form of busyness. 

 And this was the same discovery 
Walter Henegar made in his life, as 
he explained in his candid autobiographical article 
“Putting Off Procrastination” in The Journal of Bibli-
cal Counseling (Fall 2001).

“I procrastinate,” he writes. “I’ve been doing it most 
of my life. If a particular task is even remotely un-
pleasant, my first and persistent tendency is to put it 
off. It’s not that I’m lazy; I’m actually very busy. I just 
wait as long as possible to do the really hard stuff. I al-
ways pull it off in the end, but it regularly makes me 

continued on page 4
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miserable” (p. 40). 

Here is a glimpse into his life:

“When I got married, my uncle, who married us, joked 
about my well-known tendency right in the middle of the 
ceremony. His sermon was about the necessity of change 
in marriage, and looking right at me, he said, ‘One who is 
a procrastinator …will put that off as long as he can.’

And that’s exactly what I did, though married life made it 
increasingly more difficult. My designated crunch times 
now belonged to my wife as well, and I had to push her 
away to get last-minute work done .…Can’t she just cut 
me some slack?

She did cut me some slack, but only as much as her 
chronically ill body would allow. Repeated hospital stays 
and constant bouts with pain forced her to lean heavily 
on me to take care of her—and our two children. If mar-
riage is God’s cold chisel for sanctifying us, then children 
only sharpen the edge. The three of them drove my work 
responsibilities deeper into my free time and farther into 
the hours of the night. I slept less and less. I still man-
aged to pull most things off, but the quality of my work 
suffered, and my list of un-done to-do’s grew. I was con-
tinually weary, discouraged, and feeling sorry for myself. 
A couple of times, in the throes of last-minute working, I 
even experienced something like panic attacks. I envied 
my more disciplined friends but saw little hope of becom-
ing like them. (pp. 40–41)”

As he began studying his heart, Mr. Henegar discovered 
that his sin operated from three predictable manifestations 
of what he calls his “flow chart of if-thens”:
 If my task is not due anytime soon, put it off.
 If the task is due tomorrow, cast aside all other  
 responsibilities and focus on this one task.

And after accomplishing a large task, take a break and 
reward yourself.
As he continued to study his own heart, he began to under-
stand that although his day was filled with busyness—and 
even with genuinely good activities—he was procrasti-
nating. “There I was, buzzing diligently around the room, 

cont. from page 3 
ARE YOU BUSY – Part 2

while that thing, the one thing I needed to do 
most, sat unheeded in the middle of it. I wasn’t 
just a procrastinator; I was a work-around-er” 
(p. 41).

Then came the decisive point in his life when he 
learned more about this procrastinator within. 

“About two years ago, a counseling class in 
seminary challenged me to give Scripture a shot 
at diagnosing my problem and setting a course 
for change. What captured my imagination was 
the biblical metaphor of a tree, and the sugges-
tion that my prickly branches of procrastination 
were being nourished by unseen roots growing 
deep in the chambers of my heart. A hope even 
flashed that I might uncover the root, and some-
how cut it out once and for all. In retrospect, this 
second hope was a reflection of my procrasti-
nator’s heart, always looking for a shortcut or a 
silver bullet. (p. 41)”

But there was no shortcut. 

Next time we’ll discover how Mr. Henegar con-
fronted the procrastinator within.

Christmas Pageant 
Success!

We would like to 
thank all of the par-

ents, actors and volunteers for another success-
ful Christmas Pageant! The Christmas Eve per-
formance was very well attended and enjoyed 
by all. A special thanks to Kitty Morgan for or-
ganizing and training our young actors and ac-
tresses!
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     Santa came early to Prince George!  Because of your 
support, the cookbook committee was able to purchase 
much needed refrigerators.  Please drop by to see the two 
new refrigerators in the parish hall kitchen.  One is totally 
a refrigerator with no freezer, or, with a flick of a switch, 
it can become a full freezer.  The other, is a beautiful three 
door refrigerator/freezer with ice and water in the door.  They 
were very useful during the York fund raiser and our parish 
fall festival. We also recycled the old ones.  One of them 
was placed in the Freeman house.  The one there had a badly 
leaking seal which caused it to run continuously.  The second 
was placed in the garage at the rectory to be used during 
garden functions.  One was badly needed this summer.   We 
also purchased a new folding machine for Lauren. She has 
an antiquated model that jammed frequently and caused the 
production of our Sunday bulletin to be quite laborious.

Ten new kneeler’s were also purchased to replace the many 

                                                                                                                     

Adult Education Classes Begin      Jan. 4                     10:10 a.m. Parish Hall / Panel Room
Men’s Breakfast Bible Study Begins     Jan. 6                     7 a.m. Parish Hall
ECW Bible Study – Esther Begins Jan. 6   6:30 – 8:30 p.m. / Rectory
ECW Bible Study – Esther Begins Jan. 7   9:30 a.m. – 12 p.m. / Parish Hall
Men’s Breakfast Book Club Begins      Jan. 7             7 a.m. Thomas Café
Annual Parish Meeting                         Jan. 11          5 p.m. Parish Hall
Youth Ski Trip                                       Jan. 29 –Feb. 1       Sugar Mountain, NC

Upcoming Events – Important Dates

that are thread bare and will be placed in the pews 
soon.

They are available in the church office.  If you know of 
a business that might like to sell the books, especially 
during this holiday season, please let us know.  We 
pleased to say we are down to our last 250 and have 
begun the process for a second printing.  Our deepest 
thanks to all of you for helping to make it a success.

Doris Pioth

COOKBOOK NEWS

Please join us on Tuesday morn-
ings for the Men’s Breakfast Bible 
Study at 7 a.m. in the Parish Hall.



DevotioNal

The Terror That Is Named The Flight Of Time
The clock never stops ticking. Nothing but God is more 
persistent than the passing of time. You can’t stop it or 
slow it. It is sovereign over all human resistance. It will 
not be hindered or altered or made to cease. It is utterly 
oblivious to young and old, pain and pleasure, crying and 
laughing. Nothing, absolutely nothing, makes a differ-
ence to the unstoppable, unchangeable tick, tick, ticking 
of time. Anna Akhmatova, the Russian poet, said that war 
and plague pass, but no one can cope with “the terror that 
is named the flight of time.”

I have an unusual habit when I go to bed. After Noel and 
I pray, I crawl into bed and situate myself on my left side, 
facing the red glow of the radio-alarm-clock numbers on 
the bedside table. I pull my hands up in front of me at 
about face level and wait for a few minutes in stillness, 
usually praying silently with gratitude for the wife who 
lies behind me, and for my children, and for the ministry 
God has given me. Then I take my right hand and curl my 
fingers around my left wrist and find my pulse. I watch 
the red minute number until it changes, and then I begin 
counting. One . . . two . . . three . . . When the number 
changes, and one minute has passed, I stop.

I began this peculiar habit out of the vain notion that, if my 
heart rate were very slow, from good exercise (or genes), 
it may mean that my heart is healthy and I will live long. 
Such is the silliness of human thought. The effect has 
been otherwise. Now, as I count the beats, it is not the rate 
that fixes my attention, but the succession. One beat, then 
another, then another, on through the night, about 21,000 
times while I sleep. The effect of this little exercise is that 
I fall asleep most nights, lulled by the steady rhythm of my 
heart, and with a sober sense of my very fragile existence. 
Any one of those beats could be my last. I cannot will to 
make my heart beat one more time. If it stops, it stops. I 
and my time on earth are over. “If I die before I wake, I 
pray the Lord my soul to take.”

Time is precious. We are fragile. Life is short. Eternity 
is long. Shall we not then enter on every venture with a 
vigilance like that of the young Jonathan Edwards when 
he wrote his fifth resolution: “Resolved, Never to lose one 
moment of time, but to improve it in the most profitable 
way I possibly can;” which is really a subpoint of his sixth 
resolution: “Resolved, To live with all my might, while I 
do live” (The Works of Jonathan Edwards, Vol 1).  Yes, 
this can become compulsive and unhealthy. But for those 
of us who need to hear it as an antidote to squandering the 

preciousness of irretrievable time, let us hear it. Three 
texts resound in my ears: 1) “Redeem the time” (Ephe-
sians 5:16); 2) “It is required of stewards that one be 
found trustworthy” (1 Corinthians 4:2); 3) “His grace 
toward me was not in vain; but I labored even more than 
all of them, yet not I, but the grace of God with me” (1 
Corinthians 15:10).
Surely God means for our minutes on earth to count for 
something significant. Paul said, “In the day of Christ I 
will have reason to glory because I did not run in vain 
nor toil in vain” (Philippians 2:16). In the same way, I 
have good hope from the Lord that my “labor is not in 
vain in the Lord” (1 Corinthians 15:58). And I commend 
this promise to you. No minute need to be lived in vain. 
Eternity will render it significant if lived in faith for the 
glory of God. In the end we rest in this: “My times are 
in Your hand” (Psalm 31:15).
(Taken from Taste and See – Savoring The Supremacy 
of God In All of Life by John Piper)

The Messiah
Prince George Church – Sun., December 21

This was the first time I had attended a performance of 
Handle’s Messiah. I did not know what to expect, but 
what I experienced was wonderful.

Prince George was packed for the performance, with 
familiar and unfamiliar faces. What was also wonderful 
was to look up into the choir loft and see very familiar 
faces – the faces of Prince George choir and junior 

choir members. This 
was a home grown 
performance, and that 
was exciting.

The music was sim-
ple and yet powerful 
– organ, harpsicord 
and trumpet – and the 
voices of the choir and 

the soloists  all singing and proclaiming the truth of 
scripture. There were moments when you could imag-
ine what it might possibly be like around the throne of 
heaven as the angels and archangels sing.

This was a very special evening – not just because of 
the music, or the choir, but because we had proclaimed 
the name of Jesus in song.
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IN-DEPTH – SEMINARY LEVEL STUDY GROUP
The Synoptic Gospels & Acts

10- week course

Starting on Monday, January 12 &  Friday, January 16,  2009  - 6 p.m. at Prince George

My seminary in England had a distance-learning program that could enable people to study 
theology from their own home either for fun, or for credits towards a degree in theology.

I was an external tutor for these courses.

The study method is founded on two very important pillars: You study on your own using 
specially prepared interactive study texts and you interact with a tutorial group weekly or 
bi-weekly.

The advantages of the two pillars are:
Home study with specially prepared study texts provides: • A way into serious, first-hand study Focused, relevant 
feedback to give confidence. • A check whether material has been properly understood or not the chance to note 
points of disagreement or of further interest •  An effective way to learn the discipline of regular study

The tutorial provides a place for students to:  • Discover that others are similar to them in feeling vulnerable, anx-
ious about their ability to study • Express their ideas in their own words – try them out on others – safely •  Share 
personal experience and learn from it •  Form strong relationships with other Christians •  Grow in confidence and 
trust their own judgments •  Plan and work together on the basis of their theological thinking.

The material is arranged into 10 weeks, each week consisting of 4 days. It is recommended that each day take one 
hour of study. Hence a week’s study is a commitment of 4 hours, plus a 1-hour group meeting to discuss together 
what you have learned. The cost, for an in-depth, complete study book is $65.

You can check out a sample of the material here:  http://www.ices.uk.net/NT%20Sample.htm

There will be two choices for tutorial groups – one on Monday evenings and one on Friday evenings.

If you are interested in studying The Synoptic Gospels & Acts in this way, please contact Andy Morgan for more 
information: 843-546-4358 (office); 843-359 -0165 (cell) or email me on andy@pgwinyah.org.

Christian Men’s Conference 
February 20-22

The Christian Men’s Conference is designed to address issues facing all men in today’s fast-paced world and to 
provide insights and ideas for dealing victoriously with the constant stress we all experience. 

Bishop Mark Lawrence will be the keynote speaker; The Very Reverend Craige Borrett will serve as Chaplain 
and David Sadd will lead praise and worship. “This is a unique opportunity for men to take some time off and go 
to a beautiful Lowcountry Island to experience great fellowship and life-transforming time with the Lord,” says 
Winn Tutterow, chairman of the Men’s Conference Board. This annual Diocesan event, held at St. Christopher’s 
has had a profound effect on many of the men who have attended.

For more information, or to register please contact Lee Jones: 237-8849
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ADULT EDUCATION PROGRAM AT PRINCE GEORGE
Beginning Sunday, January 4, 2009

We have some wonderful Adult Education opportunities for you. They are all aimed at encouraging and deepening 
our faith in Christ. We look forward to seeing you!

SUNDAY MORNINGS – programs from 10:10-10:45 a.m.

Know Fear:  Facing Life’s Six Most Common Phobias
Using video and group discussion, learn how to transform what you fear – the future, commitment, failure – to 
faith through a biblical understanding of the fear of God. Get a radical perspective on a much misunderstood 
emotion.

Christianity & Philosophy
Join Dr. Gary Gates (whose Ph.D. is in Philosophy) for a small group discussion of some issues raised by 
Christianity and philosophy including free will, reason and faith, and miracles.

Delving Deeper Into The Lectionary
Join us as we delve deeper into the lectionary readings for the week, looking at the never-ending riches of 
God’s word to us.

We need you to sign up for the class you plan to take. Signing up does not commit you to that class, or stop you 
from changing. It will, however, help us to plan better for the new term. Sign up by calling the office, 546-4358 or 
emailing Andy Morgan, andy@pgwinyah.org

ECW Offerings

Beth Moore’s newest Bible study is Esther: It’s Tough Being a Woman. Going up against heavyweights bent on 
her destruction, Esther trusted God and landed a blow that saved her people. The Old Testament story of Esther 
is a profile in courage and contains many modern parallels for today’s woman. Esther’s destiny can be yours as 
you know more deeply the God who is in your corner.

TIME:    Tuesday evenings from 6:30 until 8:30 p.m. from January 6– March 17

WHERE:  Prince George Rectory

TIME:  Wednesday Mornings  from 9:30 - 11:30 a.m. from January 7 – March 18

WHERE:  Prince George Parish Hall

MONDAY WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY – Mondays in the Panel Room, Parish Hall, noon to 1 p.m. Open to 
all women of the Parish, no registration required.

ST ANNE’S GUILD – Meets on Tuesday mornings at 10 a.m. in the Parish Hall, the first Tuesday of the 
month. Open to all women.
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CONFIRMATION SUNDAY

 The Rt. Rev. Mark Lawrence made his first official visitation to us as our 
new Bishop on Sunday 7th December. Although he has been here twice 
this year, first in March to ordain Andy to the Deaconate and then in Oc-
tober to ordain Andy to the Priesthood, this is the first of his yearly visits 
for confirmations.

This year we had 27 people being confirmed, received into the church or 
making re-affirmations of faith; 17 adults and 9 young people.

There was a real sense of God’s presence as the Bishop prayed over 
each candidate. The Confirmation Service was truly a special time, not 
just for those who were being Confirmed, received into the church or re-
affirming their faith, but for those who were part of the congregation. 

December 7, 2008

Thank You Prince George!
Over the past few weeks we have had a number of appeals running at the church: York Place Gifts, Toys & Tots and Helping 
Hands. All the boxes were filled to overflowing. Thank you so much for your wonderful response and generosity to these 
vital ministries.


