
January 2011

Dear Friends,

It is the time of year for making and breaking New Year's resolutions.  In fact the psychologists say 
the surest way to guarantee that you will continue in a habit you want to break, or you will not establish a 
habit you want to establish, is to make a resolution about it.  We all have within us something that rises up 
and resists resolutions, laws, and limits, even when they are self-imposed.  In other words, self-
improvement resolutions are self-defeating.  In Christian terms, it might be called putting ourselves under 
the law:  I vow, I resolve, to stop smoking or to lose 25 pounds or to exercise four times a week or to read 
my Bible and pray every morning, or, or, or.  When we put ourselves under the law like that, we lose God's 
grace, virtually guaranteeing we will not succeed.  If you want proof, try to think of one New Year's 
resolution you ever made which stuck, which you carried through longer than about a month.  Most of us 
cannot think of one.  

Not to worry.  If you are interested in some positive change in your life, there is a growth plan, a 
plan for change that works.  It is called “Christianity” or better “Christian discipleship” and it works.  As 
G.K. Chesterton famously said, “Christianity has not been tried and found wanting; it has been found 
difficult and not tried.” Three quick things about Christian discipleship:  

? First, it is absolutely not a “self-help” program.  One of Christianity's primary tenets
is that “self-help” is an oxymoron.  As our Episcopal Catechism says, “What help is 
there for us? Our help is in God.” [BCP, p. 845] 

? Second, it begins with prayer – not, “O Lord I promise to become a better person, a 
better Christian, a better whatever” but, “O Lord I've tried to improve and I've 
found I can't – Lord, will You help me grow?  Lord change my heart, Lord I give
You permission to fill me with Your Holy Spirit and do in me the work You would.”

?Third, it involves a deeper immersion in the Scripture, in worship and in ministry.
We grow when we are in relationship with the Lord, and beyond humble, open 
prayer, relationship with God is through the internalization of His Word, approaching
Him in heart-felt worship, and serving Him and His creatures, our fellow man.

This Parish exists to help you grow and change – to become more faithful disciples of Jesus Christ, 
and as we do that to become more the Body of Christ in our community.  Everything we offer now, and will 
offer in the future, is intended to provide opportunities for growth:  from worship to teaching to group 
studies to training to fellowship gatherings to opportunities for giving and serving in ministry.  We do not 
have everything and we do not do it perfectly, but please consider putting yourself in a position (here or 
somewhere) to grow this year in your Christian faith.  Please do not resolve to do anything – just offer up a 
prayer:  “Lord, will You please help me – I want to grow, to change to be more Christ-like; but I can't do it; 
Lord change my heart – Lord help me choose those activities, those places, those relationships, which 
will move me closer to You.  In Jesus' name, Amen.”

With much love and many prayers,
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Birthdays Join Us Thursday Morning at 10 a.m....
for a peaceful and intimate time of fellowship and prayer which 
concludes with Communion. There is opportunity to receive prayer 
for healing as well as anointing with oil for those who wish it.  Please 
consider making this service a regular part of your week.  God has 
blessed us with His presence, and with miracles of healing at our rail. 

Praying for Those Who are Ill or 
Homebound
Each Sunday, as part of our prayers, we name those in our church 
family who are unwell, recovering from illness or surgery, or who are 
homebound.  We need to lift them up during the week also as we go 
about our daily lives.  In your quiet time or devotional time with our 
Lord, please lift up in prayer to our Lord:

Eliza Jagger, Bill Buck, Ann Evans, Caleb Morgan, 
Helen Maynard, Dick Manning, Mary Easley, Lauretta Dean,   
Jim and Helen Ralston, and Ellen Stalvey.

Visitation
Paul and Andy are both making home and hospital visits to our sick 
and elderly. Please call, or have a member of your family call and let 
us know if you would like a visit. Hospitals will no longer show us a 
list of their patients, so when you are admitted, please have someone 
call Prince George Church to let us know. 

Parents-2-B  
“Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you” (Jer. 1:5)
Please pray for our expectant mothers, their babies, and their 
families.  Parents-2-B are Elizabeth and Joe Pearson.  If you know 
other expecting Prince George families, please let us know so we 
can add them to our prayers.

Cursillo!
Cursillo is a great weekend held at Camp St. Christopher four times a 
year. The weekend is great fun with good food and fellowship, and 
most of all, time to experience God's love for you in a powerful way.  
Wherever you are in your Christian walk, Cursillo is an opportunity 
not to be missed. For more information, and names of people who 
have attended, contact Lauren Winslow or  Paul Fuener at the 
church, 546-4358.

January 2 Laura Gates

January 3 Jak Kelley

January 4 Laura Meyer

January 4 Reese Starnes

January 5 William Varn

January 6 George Asnip

January 6 Mary Galphin

January 8 Frank Beattie

January 8 Mary Clark

January 8 Margaret Oliphant

January 10 Laura Dean

January 13 Jonathan Cahill

January 13 Logan Trotter

January 14 Tom Winslow

January 16 Martha Allison

January 16 Billy Ray

January 16 Jenny Wofford

January 19 Mark Rogers

January 20 Emerson Pate

January 20 Marty Tennant

January 21 Mary Brown

January 21 Sarah Collins

January 22 Jim Green

January 22 Peter Mitchell

January 23 Chuck Larson

January 25 Sam Downing

January 25 Alex Hight

January 26 Patou McIsaac

January 27 Emily Beckman

January 27 Martha Harper

January 28 Peter Dubay

January 28 Arthur Geer

January 28 Sara Liz Ness

January 29 Jane Rowland

January 31 Aleene Miller

January 31 Esther Temple

January 31 Lauren Winslow

The Visioning Process 

In case you have missed church lately, you 
need to know that the Vestry and Staff have 
embarked on a visioning process to clarify, 
and hopefully to expand, the ministry of our 
parish.  Peter Mitchell, a member of Prince 
George, is assisting us in this process.  Peter 
had a distinguished career in higher 
education, including 24 years as a college 
president (nine of those years at Columbia 
College), and now, in a very active 
retirement, Peter is running a consulting 
business specializing in strategic planning, 
fund-raising and marketing.  

The Vestry and Staff have found Peter's 
approach to developing our vision very 
useful, and we appreciate that Peter is 
willing to share his expertise with us at no 
cost to the parish.  To date, Peter has lead 
separate SWOT discussions (Strengths, 
Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats) 
with the Staff, and then with the Vestry, and 
then with three age groups of our 
parishioners:  parents of Sunday School age 
children and youth; Prime-Timers (70 and 
up); the “40s, 50s and 60s.  Later this month, 
Peter will also meet with the youth.  Once 
these discussion sessions are complete, 
Peter will present the overall results of the 
study to the Staff and Vestry for our use in 
further developing a vision for Prince 
George.  We covet your prayers for this 
process!  May it serve us as we seek to be the 
body of Jesus Christ.

Vestry Update 

In December the Vestry dealt with various building and grounds maintenance issues, we reviewed the 
Parish's revenue for 2010, and worked to develop the budget for 2011.  While revenue was slightly below 
projections for 2010, we also managed to cut expenses so that it appears the year may end with only a small 
deficit.  We also adopted final proposed changes to our Constitution and By-Laws for adoption at the 
Annual Meeting on January 9, 2011, and we reviewed the nominees for the vestry and convention delegate 
elections also coming on January 9.  Finally we discussed the visioning process we are undertaking, its 
progress, accomplishments thus far, and further steps to be taken.  The Vestry will meet briefly in early 
January to adopt the final 2011 budget based on end-of-year results for 2010.  

Because the 2011 Diocesan Convention is earlier this 
year, we will hold our Annual Meeting, Sunday, 
January 9, 2011 at 4:00 pm  At this meeting we elect 
three new vestry members and delegates to Diocesan 
Convention.  This year we will also be considering 
changes to the Prince George Winyah constitution and 
by-laws (copies available, contact Lauren in the office). 
Your participation in this meeting is essential.  

We Need Your Help!  

The short drive-way ramp between the street and the Parish 
Hall on Highmarket Street is not strong enough to use for 
parking, even for a drop-off or pick-up.  Below it are old terra 
cotta sewer lines and continued use of that drive way may 
well break them, causing us substantial problems.  Please, 
please, refrain from parking in that spot.  We will have a 
chain up soon to remind you.  Thanks for your consideration!
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Women’s Monday Noon Bible Study 

This study meets every Monday at 12:00.  
their guests are welcome to attend. This is an on-going study in which 
you are able to jump in at any point. For more information, contact 
Martha Allison at 546-5350.  

All women of the parish and 

St. Anne’s Chapter

St. Anne’s meets Tuesday, Jan. 
4th at 10:00 am in the Parish 
Hall.  All women of the church 
are welcome. 

ECW Bible Study
th

Starts Tuesday 6:30 pm, January 11  at the Rectory
thand Wednesday 9:30 am, January 12  at the Parish Hall

This powerful nine-session DVD series is a study of the 
Inheritance all believers have through the promises of God's 
Word, and will help women to understand our wonderful  
inheritance as Christians, both earthly and heavenly. The key 
verse for the study is Psalm 16:5-6, "The boundary lines have 
fallen for me in pleasant places; indeed, I have a beautiful 
inheritance."  Each session includes a video of about an hour, 
followed by discussion (total time under 2 hours). Limited 
homework; video listening guide only, no work book.  Child-
care available on Wednesday mornings if you let us know 

your need.  Cost: $10. To register: Come by, call or email Lauren in the church office 
[Lauren@pgwinyah.org; 546-4358].  Series runs Tuesdays Jan. 11 – Mar. 8;  and Wednesdays Jan. 12 – 
Mar. 9.

ALSO  the Boundaries class will continue in the same time slot (Wednesday mornings) for those women who 
completed the first 4 sessions this past fall. 

A Note Of Thanks

Dear Rev. Fuener and the Prince George Family,

Thank you and the kind ladies in your church family 
for the service and reception for our cousin, Ella 
Ford.  We were “warmly” welcomed and know Ella 
would have been honored and pleased that you were 
so gracious to her family.  She was certainly “one of 
a kind” and we thought she was a family treasure.  I 
praise God for her presence in his kingdom.  
Blessings to you and to Prince George Episcopal 
Church.

Jodie Blalock

Supper Clubs

Thank you for your enthusiastic response to Supper 
Clubs at Prince George.  Our fall groups have come 
to an end and this is a great time to sign up for spring 
groups which will begin in February and end in 
May.  You will be put into groups of about 8-10 
people and each group should try to meet at least 
three times per season.  If you’d like to sign up for a 
group, please call Lauren in the church office, 546-
4358.

Mark your Calendar 
VBS 2011

The Children's Ministry board and staff have  set 
the date for next year’s 
Vacation Bible School 
so the Parish can plan 
accordingly for this 
wonderful event.  The 
dates will be June 13, 
14, 15, and 16 of 2011.  
This will be Monday 
through Thursday from 
5:30 – 8:00pm with dinner included.  We thank all 
those involved in the planning and look forward 
to having a great program in 2011.

For Men – Through the Week

Men's Bible Study & Breakfast – continues on 
Tuesdays at 7 am in the Parish Hall.  All men 
welcome.  Don't miss this opportunity to grow in 
your faith – come, eat, listen, discuss! resumes, 
Jan. 4th with first Corinthians.

Men's Book Study – meets at 7 am at Thomas' 
Café.   We've read a wide variety of books which 
have stimulated our thinking and enriched our 
understanding of our faith and modern culture. .  
Guys, why not enjoy a great breakfast, good 
fellowship, and take a small step toward living a 
holier life.  All men are welcome! Check with 
Andy, Paul or Jon, or with Peter Mitchell or Harry 
Oxner for more information. Resumes, Jan. 5th.

For Married / Dating Couples 

Do you want some peace? Do you want to feel close 
to your spouse? Do you want to 
feel understood? Do you want 
to experience marriage the way 
God intended? Then try Love 
and Respect! Involving a 30 
min. video presentation, 
discussion groups and a 
workbook / study guide, this 14 
week course is for anyone who 
is married, engaged, thinking 
about marriage, or just wants to 
improve their relationship skills.

“The Bible says it, and modern researchers and 
counselors confirm it: cracking the communication 
code between husband and wife involves 
understanding one thing: that unconditional respect is 
as powerful for him as unconditional love is for her.  It's 
the secret to marriage that every couple seeks, and 
hundreds of thousands of couples have begun to find 
through this ground-breaking series from Love and 
Respect Ministries.” (From the Course Materials)

So join us on Sunday mornings at 10:10 am for one of 
the most significant courses we have run here at Prince 
George.  Please let Paul or  Lauren know if you will be 
coming so we can have enough workbooks. 

starting Monday Jan. 10, 2011; 6:30-8:30
This great financial management, budgeting and investment course has been a blessing to many here at Prince 
George.  This is a life-changing course which you'll be forever thankful you took – tens of thousands of people 
around the country have been blessed by this material, getting out of debt, getting control of their money and 
building a secure financial future.  Questions?  Talk to Lauren or Tom Winslow or Becky or Paul Fuener. Let us 
know by January 4th if you want to attend.  We need time to order material.  Don't miss this great opportunity to 
change your future!
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What a great Christmas so far! As is our tradition, we went to the Pig Pen and had a great Christmas party. We had 
tons of fun games and great food (the barbecue Christmas, a tradition set and sustained by the Dean family).  In one 
of the pictures you will see our gift to the youth group this year was a book written by our Rev. Andy Morgan, a book 
on teenage dating called 'Friends First'.  Andy came and led us in communion, using the lively Kenyan liturgy. 
Thanks to Jon, Sarah and Ruth Blamire, Tracy Morris and Clark Hight we had an awesome time.  Jon even made a 
surprise appearance as Simon Cowell for judging the best Santa. 

We talked this year about Jesus entering into our suffering.  We remembered that for many this time of year can be a 
lonely time.  Scrooge was our classic example,  who was very lonely as a child and decided to put his hope in 
money!  For Scrooge this even meant putting money before having a family.  So the woman he once loved left him.  
He began to choose loneliness for his security,  money.  Ghosts came to him later in life, in his loneliness and gave 
him a new perspective on the past, present and future.  Jesus is very much like these ghosts- He wants to enter into 
our loneliness and bring healing to past memories, even dying to deal with past guilt and shame.  The new 
perspective frees us to live now.  There is no time like the present.  It’s Jesus’ presence that we look to at Christmas.  
God with us.  Scrooge is shown what it is to have joy.  The Cratchit family shows him, life is not about stuff but 
about being together in God. Jesus comes at Christmas and longs to dwell with us everyday of the year.  Scrooge is 
shown the direction he is headed if he doesn’t change now. Jesus’ death on the cross is not only salvation but 
displays what we are rescued from.  So if we do not follow Jesus our fate is clear to see.  No wonder the third ghost 
doesn’t speak, but merely points to a grave.  The beauty of Jesus is seeing him bursting open out of the grave and 
ascending in to heaven, giving us great hope of the new heavens and earth in the resurrection.  What a wonderful 
hope to hold onto in 2011. 

We also went to night of a thousand candles. We didn’t get rained on and it was much warmer than last year. We all 
enjoyed being together to celebrate Christmas, and appreciate the beauty of Brookgreen Gardens.

Now we look on to the Ski Trip coming this February. This is always our biggest trip, and one that the students talk 
about all year. If your student would like to go please let us know asap.

Many blessings and a Happy New Year!

Jason and Chelsea.

Have you lost keys, sunglasses, a hat, pearl earrings, or a 
gardening tool?  If so, please check at the church office.

Preview Sunday’s Music

Did you know you can preview the upcoming Sunday’s music and readings on our website? Visit 
www.pgwinyah.org and click the Sunday Preview link. It’s a great way to keep up with new music!
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our loneliness and bring healing to past memories, even dying to deal with past guilt and shame.  The new 
perspective frees us to live now.  There is no time like the present.  It’s Jesus’ presence that we look to at Christmas.  
God with us.  Scrooge is shown what it is to have joy.  The Cratchit family shows him, life is not about stuff but 
about being together in God. Jesus comes at Christmas and longs to dwell with us everyday of the year.  Scrooge is 
shown the direction he is headed if he doesn’t change now. Jesus’ death on the cross is not only salvation but 
displays what we are rescued from.  So if we do not follow Jesus our fate is clear to see.  No wonder the third ghost 
doesn’t speak, but merely points to a grave.  The beauty of Jesus is seeing him bursting open out of the grave and 
ascending in to heaven, giving us great hope of the new heavens and earth in the resurrection.  What a wonderful 
hope to hold onto in 2011. 

We also went to night of a thousand candles. We didn’t get rained on and it was much warmer than last year. We all 
enjoyed being together to celebrate Christmas, and appreciate the beauty of Brookgreen Gardens.

Now we look on to the Ski Trip coming this February. This is always our biggest trip, and one that the students talk 
about all year. If your student would like to go please let us know asap.

Many blessings and a Happy New Year!

Jason and Chelsea.

Have you lost keys, sunglasses, a hat, pearl earrings, or a 
gardening tool?  If so, please check at the church office.

Preview Sunday’s Music

Did you know you can preview the upcoming Sunday’s music and readings on our website? Visit 
www.pgwinyah.org and click the Sunday Preview link. It’s a great way to keep up with new music!



N O T E S  F R O M  T H E  C H O I R  L O F T

The Savior Sibling

It's a little while since savior siblings were last 
prominent in the news, but despite being couched in 
modern, high tech, language, the idea of a child 
conceived and born to save another (normally a 
sibling) is really older than the universe itself.

The modern concept is to 'create' a baby with a close 
enough genetic match to another, so that sometime 
after it's birth it could donate a vital organ or cells to 
save the life of a sick child. The ethical dilemmas 
involved are huge:
?currently the only way to be sure of a good 

match in the new baby is to test embryos 
(that is baby humans) until one is found 
which is close enough – most, if not all 
rejected embryos are then discarded (killed)

?in the future it may be possible to clone a baby
?if cells or an organ are removed from the new 

baby before it's old enough, what about 
consent

?will the savior sibling be fully loved as a child 
in it's own right

?what if the new child doesn't want to 
participate in a transfusion or transplant 
(whether or not they are able to consent for 
themselves)

?what might knowing the responsibility of the 
baby's mission do to the mental or emotional 
state of the child?

?how might the older child behave towards 
their 'savior' baby?

?might a day come when a child could be 
brought into this world to provide an organ for 
a much loved older child, with the parents full 
knowledge that the baby must die in order to 
save the other?

As we celebrate the birth of Christ, we are really 
celebrating the birth of the true Savior Sibling. This 
rescue is not from a physical disease or genetic 
disorder, but from sin and hell. This was planned 
before time began: John records seeing Jesus (the 
Lamb, the Word) - 

who was slain from the creation of the world.
                                        (Revelation 13: 8)

And

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God. He 
was with God in the beginning. Through him 

all things were made; without him nothing 
was made that has been made.

(John 1: 1 – 3)

There was no 'embryo selection' process or genetic 
engineering. God chose the right mother and virgin 
conception: 

“How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, 
“since I am a virgin?”
The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will 
come on you, and the power of the Most High 
will overshadow you. So the holy one to be 
born will be called the Son of God.

(Luke 1: 34 – 35)

Jesus came, fully consenting to do the Father's will 
and knowing the cost:

[Christ], being in very nature God,
       did not consider equality with God    
  something to be used to his own 
       advantage;
rather, he made himself nothing
       by taking the very nature of a servant,
       being made in human likeness.
And being found in appearance as a man,
       he humbled himself
       by becoming obedient to death—
       even death on a cross!

(Philippians 2: 6 – 8)

So Jesus, fully God and fully man, comes to 
complete the eternal rescue mission:

For Christ also suffered once for sins, the 
righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to 
God. (1 Peter 3: 18)

Now all that stands between a person and God is 
their willingness to accept the rescue:

“Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline. 
So be earnest and repent. Here I am! I stand 
at the door and knock. If anyone hears my 
voice and opens the door, I will come in and 
eat with that person, and they with me.”

(Revelation 13: 8)

This Christmas, if never before, open the door of 
your life to Christ, accept His rescue, and worship 
Christ, the new-born King!
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Jackie Harris jdharris@sccoast.net

Upcoming Events - Important Dates

Adult Ed./ Sunday School begins January 9 10:10 am
Annual Parish Meeting January 9 4:00, Parish Hall
Diocesan Convention February 18, 19 St. Helena’s, Beaufort
Ash Wednesday March 9 12:00 pm, 7:00 pm, Church
Plantation Tours March 25, 26

What a beautiful way to 
worship! From the beautiful 
candlelit church, through the 
overture (featuring our very 
own string section, made up of 
the whole Gates family), the 
various choruses sung by our 
excellent choir, the solos sung 
by our own soloists (Ruth 
Blamire, Sarah Blamire, Jason 
Hamshaw,  Joe  
Nooft and Jeremy 
V a u s e ) ,  o u r  
amazing Junior 
C h o i r  ( w i t h  
soloists, Susanna 
Blamire, Stellings 

Lee, and Jed Mackey) the sense 
of God's presence, the closing 
Hallelujah chorus sung by 
nearly everyone in church, to 
the wonderful mulled wine 
reception.  Thank you to all the 
choir members, Jim Calk for 
playing the harpsichord and 
Drew and Joey Pittman for the 
wonderful trumpet.  Thank you 

kitchen helpers 
for the reception 
and especially 
J o n a t h a n  
B l a m i r e  f o r  
pulling all of 
this together.

Messiah


