
From the Rector July 2008

Prince George Winyah Episcopal Church
301 Screven Street w Georgetown, South Carolina 29440 w 843-546-4358 or 546-4375

Dear Parish Family,

 I am reminded lately of a quote from a famous British philosopher*/, “You can’t always get what you want, 
but if you try sometimes you find, you get what you need.”  

    Taking care of my 91 year old dad in Michigan for a month of my sabbatical was not what I had in mind for 
that time away – not what I wanted – but it was needed, for it brought me closer to him, it made a difference to his 
recovery, and it exercised my “serving muscles” in vital ways.  Coming back to the parish and immediately running 
into another property acquisition (the Freeman house) was not what I wanted – but it is what we needed.  We have 
been waiting to acquire that lot for decades and generations of our leaders have known it is vital to our future.  Some 
time back, we really wanted to purchase the lot across Highmarket Street from our preschool, and we were devas-
tated when we failed to get it.  But having missed that purchase, we were in a position to acquire the Cuttino House 
instead, a far more useful building and land for our future.  And, our carrying over $1 million in mortgage expense 
is not what anyone wants, but with the Cuttino and Freeman properties together, we now have what we need for the 
future generations of this parish.  You cannot always get what you want, but with the Lord you find, you get what 
you need.  

 Last summer, we were close to hiring a retired priest of this diocese to come to Prince George on an interim 
basis so I could have a sabbatical.  At the last minute, Bishop Salmon told us we could not hire him because Bishop 
Salmon needed him elsewhere in the diocese.  We did not get what we wanted.  Not long thereafter, my friend Matt 
Walter came available, and we began an email discussion which led to his serving here during my sabbatical.  The 
Lord brought us what we needed.  Matt and Mave and their children have been wonderful additions to the parish, 
as many of you have told me, and we are working with Matt on the possibility of his continuing on here at Prince 
George indefinitely, in some capacity.  Three priests on staff (Andy will be ordained to the priesthood this fall, God 
and the Standing Committee willing) is not what we want from a budgeting standpoint, but in light of our recent 
history, we would be foolish not to consider whether it might be what we need.  Whether and how the Lord might 
use three priests here is the subject of much on-going prayer and discussion among the staff and vestry, and we covet 
your prayers as well.

 We have all experienced it – what we want is not always (not usually?) what we need.  Basic Christianity 
says our “wanters” are defective; we often want what is not best for us.  But the Lord knows our true needs, and He 
always wants what is best for us, and so by His grace and mercy we find we often get what we needed, not what we 
thought we wanted.  And then the really miraculous occurs:  when we finally receive what He has for us, we find that 
we really wanted it all along – we just did not know it.   The Lord is good, His mercy never fails, and His gifts are 
perfect.  The key for us is to find His plan, His will, His gift, for it is not only what we need – it will also turn out to 
be what we want.

                          With much love, in Christ,

*/  Mick Jagger, lead singer, The Rolling Stones
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Birthdays

Baptisms: 

Satcher McLaney Felts June 1, 
daughter of Katie and Jase Felts
Emmett Miles June 8, son of Eliza-
beth and Grant Miles
Nixon Carter June 15, grandson of 
Bill and Anne Hartis
Olivia Elizabeth Miles June 22, daugh-
ter of Mark and Elizabeth Rubbo.

ECW Meeting - Funds
On June 10, the Prince George ECW met to distribute the money from this 
years Plantation Tours. A formula for dividing the tour monies was voted 
upon several years ago by the women of Prince George. The formula is as 
follows 50% will go to the Prince George Building Fund; 20% to the Prince 
George Preservation Trust; 20% to Outreach requests; and 10% to Parish 
request.
 
This year $24,651.35 was given to the Building Fund; $9,860.54 was given 
to both the Preservation Fund and Outreach requests; and $4,930.26 given 
to the Parish requests.
 
Organizations receiving from the Outreach requests are (1) $500 -Helping 
Hands, which helps those in crisis with utilities, prescriptions, dental work, 
rent, mortgages, fuel, and also has a food pantry on site (2) $2000 - Healing 
Farms Ministries seeks to impact the quality of life for people with de-
velopmental disabilities in Georgetown, Charleston and Berkeley counties. 
HFM currently offers a group home for those with disabilities, respite for 
caregivers to prevent burnout; Horticultural therapy for their clients; also 
partnership with other programs serving these needy people. (3) $1000 to 
Kirabo a 501c3 foundation based in Georgetown County started by Mindy 
Burgin to help AIDS orphans in Uganda to obtain an education. There is no 
free public education there, so children who lose one or both of their parents 
are usually forced to withdraw from school when they are unable to pay the 
fees. (4) $1260.54 - Miss Ruby’s Kids mission is to help families lacking in 
resources to inspire learning in their young children. This  is a local replica-
tion of the nationally proven parent-child home program which has been 
successful for 42 years. (5) $2400 to Outreach Farm’s - their mission is to 
raise cattle to provide high quality beef at no cost to nonprofit organizations 
feeding the hungry. Some of these organization are Friendship Place, Tara 
Hall, Teach My People, and many, many more . They will be able to buy 
2 foal with these funds. (6) $2200 to York Place an Episcopal Residential 
Home for emotionally disturbed children. This is the only Episcopal mis-
sion of its kind in our state and has been in existence for over one hundred 
years.
 
The ECW officers for 2008 to 2010 are as follows: President, Wallis 
Houseman; Vice-President, Beth Roberts; Secretary, Muff Boyd; Treasurer, 
Virginia Dugan; President of St. Anne’s, Pat Doyle; United Thank Offering, 
Pat Doyle; Spiritual Life, Marie Taylor; CPC, Janet Williams; Altar Guild, 
Marilyn Sinclair, Hospitality, Ann Stokes; Christian Education, Linda Man-
uel; Communications, Marcia Kaminski and Past President; Kay Mower.

July 1 Will Bellune
July 1 Connie Bull
July 2 Linda Carlton
July 3 Nancy Cave
July 3 Carolyn Culbertson
July 3 Stella Ford
July 5 Baxter Close
July 5 Lee Jones
July 5 Mike Summer
July 6 Nat Kaminski
July 8 Wylie Brabson
July 8 Sada Buck
July 8 Richard Morrow
July 8 Logan Pagett
July 8 Helen Ralston
July 10 Jackie Harris
July 10 Ginny Taylor
July 11 Jack Steele
July 12 Edward Kelley, III
July 12 Doug Miller
July 15 Barbie Culbertson
July 15 Anne Hartis
July 15 Helen Manning
July 16 Dottie Jones
July 17 Bob Reynolds
July 19 Brett Baker
July 19 Jim Forrester
July 20 Rebecca Martin
July 20 Allston Pate
July 20 Joe Steen
July 21 Jeepy Ford
July 21 Phillip Lammonds
July 22 Billy Cave
July 22 Karen Dubay
July 22 Meghan King
July 22 Hayes Williams
July 23 Faith Coffey
July 23 Claymon Grimes
July 23 Gavyn Kopcho
July 23 Hunter Morris
July 24 Fraser Jones
July 25 William Boyd
July 26 Cobb Bell
July 26 Emily Benson
July 26 Anne Starnes
July 27 Bill Hartis
July 27 Anne Jones
July 28 Jane Hinton-Smith
July 28 Ray Leal
July 29 Townsend Crosby
July 30 Harriet Grimes

DAVE RAMSEY LIVE - Saturday, August 23, 1-6 p.m. at the 
North Charleston Coliseum.  Don’t miss this great opportunity to have 
a one- afternoon Total Money Makeover taught by Dave Ramsey, na-
tionally syndicated radio talk show host, best-selling author, and founder 
of Financial Peace University, one of the best Christian money man-
agement courses available today. Many of our families have taken the 
Financial Peace course here at Prince George and been blessed by it.  
Please come on this afternoon investment in your future financial peace 
- you won’t be disappointed.  We’d love to get 14 people to come, filling 
our parish bus.  The event is $32, but scholarships are available.  Please 
let Paul or Becky Fuener know if you can join us.  
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     What Is GAFCON and what does it mean?  You may have 
read about the recent Global Anglican Future Conference 
(GAFCON) which took place in Jerusalem during June. 
Roughly 1,200 Anglican archbishops, bishops, priests, and 
other clergy and lay people attended (including our bishop, 
Mark Lawrence), representing a substantial majority of 
Anglicans on the planet.  GAFCON came just before the 
decennial gathering of all Anglican bishops at Lambeth Pal-
ace in England (“Lambeth 2008”), to facilitate discussion 
among biblically orthodox Anglican leaders as to how to go 
forward as a Communion considering that the Archbishop 
of Canterbury (ABofC, titular head of the Communion) 
has invited to Lambeth 2008 bishops from the Episcopal 
Church (“TEC”) and Canadian Anglican Church whom the 
GAFCON leaders believe have persistently failed to meet 
the minimum standard for membership in a Christian de-
nomination.  The issue which divides GAFCON from TEC 
and the Canadian Church is the authority of Holy Scripture, 
which TEC and the Canadians have clearly rejected in re-
cent actions (as set forth in the Windsor Report and later 
statements issued by the gathered Anglican archbishops).  
Faced with the ABofC’s failure to discipline in any way the 
U.S. and Canadian churches (which failure has resulted in 
perhaps a third of all Anglican bishops saying they will not 
attend Lambeth 2008), the GAFCON leadership organized 
this conference to seek a way for orthodox Anglicans to re-
main within the worldwide Anglican Communion without 
compromising the Christian faith.  
      So – what did GAFCON decide to do?  They issued 
a statement establishing the Fellowship of Confessing An-
glicans (FoCA) as a traditionalist, evangelical network of 
Anglican jurisdictions with its own “council of bishops”, to 
contend for the historic Anglican faith (orthodox Christian-
ity) and against the modern innovations contrary to Holy 
Scripture.  FoCA is to retain formal ties with the ABofC 
and remain Anglican, but explicitly denies that the ABofC 
has exclusive power to determine who is and who is not 
“Anglican”.   
    Coming from a body representing over half of all An-
glicans worldwide, this was a significant declaration.  Its 
significance was affirmed in that it drew an immediate and 
firm denunciation from the ABofC.  Some are calling GAF-
CON and its final statement the seeds of a second Reforma-
tion in the Church – others see it merely as an ill-conceived 
rescue mission to keep Anglicanism within traditional, bib-
lical Christianity.  However one sees GAFCON, it has (1) 
created a body (FoCA) to be reckoned with in the future, (2) 
the potential for establishing a rival Anglican Communion, 
and (3) begun to discuss setting up a new Anglican Province 
in North America as a home to traditional Christians now 
beleaguered under the leadership of TEC and the Anglican 
Church of Canada.  
     We have no word yet how Bp. Lawrence has reacted to 
the GAFCON declaration.  We do know he has stated his 
intent to attend Lambeth 2008.  Let us all pray that upon his 
return to South Carolina, he will speak to us clearly about 
these matters and continue prayerfully to consider our di-
rection for the future.

     The Medical Mission to the Dominican Republic from 
June 4 to June 13, 2008 was one of the most spiritual experi-
ences of my life.   As Christians we are given the Great Com-
mission. I believe we did follow through with this in these 
few days to the people we met, but also believe these people 
gave back as much or more of their love to us and to their 
own people.   The team was an amazing group Christ-cen-
tered medical professionals and I believe the single aim and 
goal of each person was to show the love of Christ through 
medical care. 
      The medical team was well organized, able to see nearly 
500 clients in 6 clinical days to provide basic medical care. 
It was organized so that someone was being seen every 12 
minutes.  As a new person to this team, I did not know what 
to expect. I was placed in several areas as needed and able to 
see most of the team at work, which was a great joy to me.  
The intake was hard… There were those who were lovingly 
but firmly turned away and for others there was the miracle 
(as the good Padre said to us).   Triage was wonderful… I am 
a nurse, so I felt as if I was given a bit of insight into these 
lovely people and able to provide some care.  The dentistry 
was more difficult but very necessary… We do take so much 
for granted in our sheltered lives. But in all it is so evident 
that there is room for education and help with nutrition and 
personal hygiene.   Much work is needed.  Still, I was truly 
amazed at the organization, the loving care, the spiritual na-
ture of the team and the work of the Holy Spirit in us and 
in those we worked with. I was amazed at how much was 
actually done as we sat with pen and paper to do the ac-
counting.  I was astonished and a little taken aback at the 
love of the Dominicans for us and their gentle affection and 
graciousness.  There is always more that we can do, always 
more people who need to be seen, and those who we cannot 
do all that needs to be done.   It is what it is in this respect.  
I hope that we helped open their hearts to our precious Lord 
and left a bit of ourselves, as well as helped a few people in 
their personal suffering and journey in Christ.
The team itself spent time in worship, prayer, meditation, 
and community and formed a close bond. I miss them and 
our community of the Holy Spirit. 
This was a life-changing, very 
personal experience for me. 
I am still in the glow of it.    
I am most grateful for the 
opportunity. 

In Christ’s love,  
Sally Lumpkin

Medical Mission to the
Dominican Republic

GAFCON
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Book Review
Christianity Rediscovered by Vincent Donovan

     When a friend of mine mentioned to 
me in passing that this book was one of the 
truly radical books he had ever read, I was 
intrigued and so I read it. 
     And my friend was right – it is radi-
cal! One of the things that struck me was 
that when new movements or ‘paradigms’ 
happen within the church, they are often 
attached to certain people; the reformation 
is synonymous with Martin Luther, Pente-
costalism with William Seymour and Azuza 
Street, the Emerging Church with Brian McLaren and Tony 
Jones. Yet when you read this book you will realize that with 
ALL movements, its seeds are sown many, many years before 
by people unknown. 
     Vincent Donovan, a Catholic Priest was thinking post-mod-
ern Christianity and Mission 30 years ago.
     This book is set in the context of Donovan’s experience 
as a missionary to the Masai tribe in Africa. The traditional 
Catholic mode of mission was to go and build a hospital and / 
or schools in the area and minister and convert through provid-
ing medical expertise and teaching basic skills such as reading 
and writing through the catechism of the church. For Vincent 
Donovan this was not good enough – this was not New Tes-
tament evangelism and he wrestled as to what he should do. 
Eventually he wrote a letter to his Bishop informing him of his 
decision to leave the school and hospital and simply go to the 
Masai, live among them and talk to them about Jesus – part of 
the letter said this:
      “Looking at these people around me, at these true pagans, 
I am suddenly weary of the discussions that have been going 
on for years in the mission circles of Europe and America, as 
to the meaning of missionary work, weary of the meetings and 
seminars devoted to mission strategy.” I suddenly feel the ur-
gent need to cast aside all theories and discussions and all ef-
forts at strategy – and simply go to these people and do the 
work among them for which I came to Africa. I would propose 
cutting myself off from the schools and the hospital and just 
go and talk to [the Masai] about God and the Christian mes-
sage……Outside of this, I have no theory, no plan, no strategy, 
no gimmicks – no idea of what will come. I feel rather naked. I 
will begin as soon as possible.
    This book is the story of that journey, living among the Masai 
and how he presented Jesus Christ. He writes of his success 
and his failures; his struggles and his victories; his joy and his 
sadness. In the midst of this, the book also gives some truly 
radical thoughts on mission and how we should approach it and 
what a missionaries role is.
      What Donovan writes is compelling, challenging and mov-
ing. I highly recommend it.

Reviewed By  Andy Morgan – I have a copy of this book in my 
office if anyone would like to borrow it!

    The secret things belong to the LORD our God, 
but the things revealed belong to us and to our chil-
dren forever, that we may follow all the words of 
this law. Deuteronomy 29:29
      God has spoken and acted in history. Some of this 
activity has been recorded in scripture. In our day, 
God continues to act and speak. Much of this action 
is the work of God’s spirit in the church, although 
God also works sovereignty in human history. 
   But there are also times when God appears to be 
silent. This occurs particularly when we have re-
duced God’s action to predictable routines, and go 
about our religious duties without any sense of joy, 
direction or enthusiasm. It can also occur when we 
experience burnout or when we walk the mysteri-
ous path of the dark night of the soul. At these times 
God’s silence can become particularly acute: we do 
not sense his presence with us, our prayers do not 
appear to be heard or answered; there appears to be 
little direction in our lives, so we easily feel lost. 
Moreover, we can become weighed down by guilt 
and frustration. 
    It appears that these experiences are not uncom-
mon. The psalmist cries out, “O God, do not keep si-
lent; be not quiet, O God, be not still” (Psalm 83:1). 
And again, “But I cry to you for help, O Lord; in 
the morning my prayer comes before you. Why, 
O Lord, do you reject me and hide your face from 
me?” (Psalm 88:13 & 14).
     The Psalms are full of such complaints, and while 
there aren’t any easy answers, several important 
things stand out. First, God is big enough to be able 
to cope with our complaints. Secondly, we can be 
thankful and hopeful on the basis of what God has 
done for us in the past. Thirdly we need to acknowl-
edge the problems we have in waiting. Fourthly, 
we need to get on with doing what we have already 
been given to do. And finally, we can test the depth 
of our commitment by being faithful when the sup-
port structures appear to have vanished, and God 
has become silent. Loyalty should operate not only 
when God is present, active and giving, but also 
when God appears to be absent.
     Prayer: Lord, I am amazed at how easily I get 
shaken when things do not go the way I expect or 
desire. Help me be faithful even when you feel so 
far away. AMEN.

(Taken from Life in Full Stride by Charles Ringma)

DEVOTIONAL



   Parents-2-B Please continue to 
pray for our expectant families and their 
babies, for healthy pregnancies and safe 
deliveries, for God’s peace and rest, for 
protection from flu and colds; and for all 
God’s blessings during this special time.  
Parents-2-B at this time are Jason & Bailey 
Dozier; Arthur & Alison Geer; Brian and 
Susan Welch and Keira and Paul Fuener, Jr. 
If you know other expecting Prince George 
families, please let us know so we can add 
them to our prayers.

ADULT EDUCATION
Prince George will be offering two study series at 10:10 
a.m. on Sunday mornings from July 13 through 
August 17.  

Andy Morgan will be leading a study of the first six chapters 
of the book of Daniel entitled “Who Really Reigns?” 
This study will be held in the Parish Hall and is open to all 
who wish to attend.

Matt and Mave Walter will be leading a series of discussions 
on Raising Kids Biblically.  (Caveat:  Mave and Matt 
are not perfect parents, so this discussion will be give-and-
take and Bible-based!)  Raising Kids will meet in the living 
room of the Rectory (around the corner from the church at 
315 Screven St.)

Sign-up for the Raising Kids series by emailing Lauren 
(lauren@pgwinyah.org) or calling her at the parish of-
fices at 546-4758.

During both series nursery will be available and Lee Jones 
will be offering a program in the Bourne building for chil-
dren through age 10 called Heroes of the Faith.  Junior and 
Senior-high youth are welcome at either series, but they may 
also join Jason Hamshaw in the youth room (Upstairs from 
the Preschool) for Bible study, discussion, and fun.
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Upcoming Events – Important Dates                                                                                                                     

Who Really Reigns?  July 13 - Aug. 17 10:10 a.m. Parish Hall
Raising Kids Biblically  July 13 - Aug. 17 10:10 a.m. Living Room at Rectory
Dave Ramsey   August 23  1-6 p.m. at the N. Charleston Coliseum
Parish Family Weekend  November 7-9 Camp St. Christopher

The fact is, every one of us needs heal-
ing – physical, spiritual, emotional, or 
otherwise.  And so each Thursday at 10 
a.m. we conduct in the church a Com-
munion service with prayer for healing.  
The service is just like a Sunday morn-
ing Rite II service, except in place of the 
Prayers of the People, we use a Litany 
of Healing from the Book of Occasional 
Services, and then those who wish to 
receive prayer for healing come forward 
to the rail, where the priest says a brief 
prayer for them as they may request.  We 
pray for physical ailments, but also for 
guidance, the mending of relationships, 
alleviating emotional distress, and any 
other problem or concern.  The service 
lasts less than 40 minutes.  Please con-
sider making this service a regular part 
of your week.  God has blessed us with 
His presence, and with miracles of heal-
ing at our rail.  It is a privilege to avail 
ourselves of this gift.

 Do You Need Healing?



	 	 	 P a r i s h   N e w s

Prince George Parish Family Weekend
BOOK NOW!!!

November 7-9 2008 at Camp St. Christopher

Canon Dr. Rudolph W. Heinze - Rudi Heinze has a Phd from the University of Iowa and an Honor-
ary Doctor of Letters from Concordia University. He is a priest in the Church of England and a Canon 
of the Diocese of Port Sudan. He has taught at the University of Iowa, Ohio State 
University, Concordia University and the University of Illinois. He spent twenty 
years in England where he was on the staff of Oak Hill College in London and 
served as Lecturer in Church History, College Dean and Vice Principal. He also 
taught as a visiting lecturer at Cambridge University. In addition he wrote and 

presented three programs for BBC Television on the Early Church.  He has pub-
lished three books and numerous scholarly articles. His most recent publication is a 

study of the 16th Century Reformation entitled Reform and Conflict. While in Eng-
land he served as honorary curate of the parish of St. Peters London Colney in the Diocese of St. 
Albans.

This year we will be having our Parish Weekend Away to Camp St Christopher. Our aim is to have a WONDERFUL time 
away together, of fellowship, teaching and relaxation. 

This is why we are trying to bring you a very exciting speaker. In our last Cross and Crown I prematurely said that Paul 
Blackham was going to come over from England to speak to us. Unfortunately Paul is not able to come. But we have an 
equally wonderful speaker who can be with us.

The cost for the weekend will be as follows:

If you want to stay in a lodge room the cost for double occupancy, for the whole weekend (just for the room) is $160.  So, 
a family of 4 will pay $160 for the room and a married couple will pay $160 for a room. If two or  four men would like to 
stay in the lodge room it will be $160.

On top of that price, the cost for the meals is $66.00 per person. So a married couple will pay in total $292 for the weekend 
($160 for the room and $66 each for the meals).

A family of four with two children under 12 will pay $342 ($160 for the room, $132 for the two adults food and  2 x $25 
for each child under 12 (for food).)

A family of four with two children over 12 will pay $424 (that’s $160 for the room and 4 x $66.00 for food)

To stay on a beach front cabin will cost $120 per person, including ALL meals. For children under 12 the cost is $50 includ-
ing ALL MEALS.

REsPONSE FORM FOR THE PARISH WEEKEND AWAY

(FAMILY) NAME __________________________  No. Adults _____  No. Children/Ages __________________

I would like to book a:     Cabin:      No. of people ________        Lodge:       No. of people  ________

** Make sure you have enclosed a deposit of $50 for each person.

(Please return to Andy Morgan or the Parish Office- Thank you!)
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NOTES FROM THE CHOIR LOFT….
BY JON BLAMIRE – MUSIC DIRECTOR

    I’ve been thinking some more on two of the Bible pas-
sages to which I referred last month:

I rejoiced with those who said to me, “Let us go to the 
house of the LORD.” (Psalm 122:1)
And
Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the hab-
it of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the 
more as you see the Day approaching. (Hebrews 10:25)
     They both indicate that worship is important and we 
need to be in fellowship with others on our Christian jour-
ney. 
      It would be so easy if accepting Christ resulted in us be-
ing whisked away and ‘fast forwarded’ to that place where 
“God will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be 
no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old 
order of things has passed away.” (Revelation 21:4). But 
that’s not God’s plan. Instead He walks with us as we obey 
His commands to serving those around us and witness to 
the amazing love of Jesus in saving us. It isn’t easy: Andy 
reminded us of the cost of that process. Jesus expects 100% 
commitment, even to the point of asking us to be ready to 
die for Him, and certainly to die to everything the world 
offers by taking up our cross. 
       The long term fruit of suffering and persevering for 
Jesus is our reward in heaven, but if we look at the imme-
diate result in the lives of those who suffer, we usually see 
joy, and overflowing from that joy, worship. The Apostle 
Paul knew tremendous suffering for the gospel in his life 
and yet was able to say:
     “Whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the 
sake of Christ. What is more, I consider everything a loss 
compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ 
Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I con-
sider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ and be found 
in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes 
from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ—the 
righteousness that comes from God and is by faith. I want 
to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the 
fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him 
in his death, and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection 
from the dead.” (Philippians 3:7 – 11)

James writes:
 “Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you  
 face trials of many kinds.”

King David even when being persecuted wrote:
 “I will extol the LORD at all times; his praise
 will always be on my lips.” (Psalm 34:1)

Paul, this time writing to the Philippians, says:

 “Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again:   
 Rejoice!” (Philippians 4:4)

    A regular theme of C.S. Lewis, is that we cannot manu-
facture feelings. Sometimes God gives them to us or they 
come naturally, but at other times we just have to work at 
them – act what you would become. We are to offer a sac-
rifice of praise and sometimes it is costly.
    It is hard. And our response should be the same when the 
suffering comes in other forms too. We may often want to 
shout at God “Why me?,” or question Him “How long?,” 
and God understands these reactions - The Psalms are full 
of cries to God. But we must resist the temptation which 
Job faced to ‘curse God and die.” Instead we are again to 
offer God a sacrifice of praise and push on.
    The hymn “It is well with my soul” was written by busi-
nessman Horatio Spafford after two major traumas in his 
life. The first was the great Chicago Fire of October 1871, 
which ruined him financially, and the second, shortly after, 
when all four of Spafford’s daughters died in a collision 
with another ship, while crossing the Atlantic. Spafford’s 
wife Anna survived and sent him the now famous telegram, 
“Saved alone.” Several weeks later, as Spafford’s own ship 
passed near the spot where his daughters died, the Holy 
Spirit inspired these words. They speak to the eternal hope 
that all believers have, no matter what pain and grief befall 
them on earth.
 When peace, like a river, attendeth my way,
 When sorrows like sea billows roll;
 Whatever my lot, Thou has taught me to say,
 It is well, it is well, with my soul.

 It is well, with my soul,
 It is well, with my soul,
 It is well, it is well, with my soul.

     The decision to live our lives completely abandoned to 
the King is ours alone. But on our own, even with the com-
fort of the Holy Spirit, this can be a very lonely place. That’s 
why it’s important to share our lives and our worship with 
other Christians. The benefits are mutual as we encourage 
one another, bear each other’s burdens, and pray for one 
another. As we spend time together we progress from ac-
quaintances to friends, to brothers and sisters, grafted into 
the family at Prince George, and we will increasingly know 
joy as we “go to the house of the LORD.”
      So, “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in 
the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and 
all the more as you see the Day approaching.”
     Please encourage each other – I really value your en-
couragement to me. And if you hear me complaining to 
others rather than praying to God – remind me of what I 
have written. These are exciting times!



     The mystery was maintained right up until 
a few moments before we arrived at our des-
tination, which I confess, drove the teenagers 
to distraction!!. Many guesses were made, the 
first clue was that we were going south. There 
had been some insinuation that we needed 
passports but we said that was not necessary because there are 
ways and means of getting into Mexico. However, we contin-
ued into Florida, Andy soldering most of the driving. We could 
hear whispers of Orlando and Universal Studios, which soon died 
down as signs proved a different destination.   Crystal River gave 
all the clues that were needed. “Meet the Manatee,” “Home of the 
Manatee” and  “Best diving location for manatee.” Although the 
leaders could plainly see the obviousness of these signs, nothing was said and the mystery was kept a surprise. The morning 
started early (sometime before 6 a.m.); we had breakfast and made our way to our diving location. When approaching the 
dock faces lit up with the excited cry of “cool” as the first mystery was revealed. 
    A safety video was played and wetsuits were on (all the guys looking like James Bond). The anticipation of swimming 
with these gentle beasts grew. When on the boat we were all looking for the ripples they make in the water and it wasn’t too 
long before we found some. It was Luke Gates who had the first close encounter. These things were huge. More of us saw 
them and this kept happening until everyone had seen one and most had touched them.  After doing this for nearly three 
hours our captain took us to a fresh water spring. Although it was cold it was crystal clear and beautiful. We all were in awe 
of God’s beautiful creations. We were thankful to Tom and Lauren for thinking up the idea for this trip!! 
   We then made our way to Orlando and Universal Studios. We enjoyed all the shows and rides for the afternoon and the 
next day. 
    It was a great time of bonding and fellowship which was encouraged by a time of liturgy, prayer and ethical discussion 
during the trip and every night devotions were done with the students. As one student said in a thank you note, “I saw lots 
of good changes in our group that made us closer in God.”
    Please continue to remember us all in your prayers.

     Peace,
     Jason Hamshaw
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In honor of Bishop Salmon’s retirement, Min-
nie Kennedy made one of her wonderful cards 
and over a period of a few weeks many mem-
bers of Prince George wrote their best wishes 
for the Bishop and his retirement. 

In response to the card, Bishop Salmon has sent 
a handwritten note of thanks which we have 
scanned for you all to see.
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God

Builder

The

PRINCE GEORGE VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
      It did not matter where you went at this years VBS, the Bible was being taught. If you went to 
arts and crafts up in the Bourne Building you would find children discovering Jesus as the founda-
tion and making “Jesus” foundation stones; or in the Rectory Garden the 2’s and 3’s were exploring 
the gifts of the Spirit as tools that help us to build God’s church. If you ventured into the church 
sanctuary you would find a group entranced in the Story Telling Tent or writing their own prayers 
to God.
      The graveyard was no longer silent as people crossed over the ‘great divide’ between us and God 
on the narrowest of walk ways or played games learning God’s word. The sound of a storm or a living church might reach 
you outside the parish hall as we used drama to bring theology to life. Even the kitchen was busy with the Bible perhaps 
making ‘cement’ out of marshmallows and cream cheese to talk about how God cements us together as his living stones.
     The worship times were filled with variety and fun as we sang songs that Jon Blamire had written and our children had 
recorded. Our memory verses were actively taught – why not ask our children what Ephesians 1:4 says and see what hap-
pens!
      The most extraordinary moment of the week, for me, was walking into the ‘house’ we had built on the stage which 
brought together all the themes of the week. I had never experienced a structure that was so vibrant with life.
     We had a large team of essential volunteers – everyone from the prayer team to the teenage ‘apprentices’ needs to be 
given enormous thanks. We are indeed the living stones of Christ’s Church and I can’t wait to see what God the Builder will 
be planning next.

Thank you, God!!

Kitty Morgan

All the VBS pictures can be accessed online at http://picasaweb.google.com/akavbs/VbsGodTheBuilder


