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they leave it. I will write on them the name of my God 
and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, 
which is coming down from out of heaven from my 
God” (Rev 3:11).  

When did we develop the perception that the 
city is a Godless place? When we left. 

But I love the city. More importantly, Jesus loves the city. 
For when He looks at it, he doesn’t see crime rates, poor 
parking, cramped square footage, or high taxes. Jesus looks 
on the city with His foremost quality: compassion. He 
sees 1.5 million souls for whom He shed His holy blood. 
Yes, He sees brokenness, but He also sees gas stations and 
condo buildings where churches once stood.  

Where the Gospel is needed most. Jesus saw people 
pack up and head elsewhere. I am not suggesting that 
somehow this exodus has kept our Lord from 
accomplishing His saving work. No, rather I believe it 
grieves our Lord to see His people distance themselves 
from His work of salvation.  

During Lent, people of God often consider how they can 
pray and give.  I ask you to pray for the souls of 
Philadelphia who need to hear the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 
the forgiveness of sins.   

Please consider how you might give to PLM as part of 
your Lenten practice.  It is a privilege and a great joy to 
support the work of His Gospel. Thank you for 
understanding Philly’s great need.  

You don't have to live in the city, or even visit the city, to 
care and be involved. (Though I would gladly give you the 
grand tour.) But the work could not go on without your 
prayers and support.    

City Animosity 
By: Rev Robert Kieselowsky 

Executive Director  
I have experienced a wide range of 
reactions from people as I try to 

explain for the fi rst time why the 
mission of PLM is so important. Many 

people’s first thought is, ‘I hate the city.’   

I sense that people think I might be a little crazy. When 
I fi rst received my call to serve at PLM, a concerned 
individual said skeptically, “You are going to leave your 
current call for urban ministry?” As if to say, “That is 
risky. Are you sure you want to do that?” Without 
hesitation, I said, “Yes. Yes, I do.”   

My wife and I spent the first years of married life in a 
two-room apartment in Center City Philadelphia. We 
love the city and are sometimes frustrated when people 
don’t share our enthusiasm.  I understand some reasons 
people feel this way but have come to very different 
conclusions myself.   

Decades of decline. The city of Philadelphia lost a 
third of its population over the course of the second half 
of the twentieth century. Consequently, the city suffered 
from increased crime and intense poverty.  Many left for 
the safety, comfort, and strong schools of the suburbs. 
They wanted what was best for their families. But as a 
result, a number of churches declined over the years and 
eventually closed.  

In reality, a famine of the Gospel exists in a city that 
draws its name from one of the churches addressed in 
the book of Revelation.  Jesus says,  “I am coming 
soon. Hold on to what you have, so that no one will 
take your crown. The one who is victorious I will make 
a pillar in the temple of my God. Never again will 
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Do you know someone living in  Philadelphia?          
Are students from your church considering Philadelphia schools?   

Are you planning a visit to the City of Brotherly Love?   

Services on the FIRST & THIRD Sunday of each month @ 4:00 pm  

628 North Broad Street, Philadelphia (enter at side door)   www.logoslutheran.org

Partnership to Support Domestic 
Missionary in Philadelphia  
                        
In J anua r y Re v Adam 
DeGroot was offic i a l l y 
instal led as a domestic 
missionary of the Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod.   

We are very excited for the 
p a r t n e r s h i p b e t w e e n 
P h i l a d e l p h i a L u t h e r a n 
Ministries and Synod to bring the Gospel of Christ to 
the people of Philadelphia.   

Philadelphia Lutheran Ministries 
now works together with Synod to 
support Pastor DeGroot, the 
congregation at Shepherd of the 
City, and the property in Northeast 
Philadelphia. Likewise, Pastor 
DeGroot continues to support 
PLM’s new init iat ive, Logos 
Lutheran in Center City.   

Along with Pastor DeGroot’s installation as domestic 
missionary, his profile appeared in synod publications, 
such as Lutherans Engage the World magazine and the 
synod newspaper, The Reporter.   

You can read the full article on the PLM website: 
www.phillyministries.org/LCMS 

We give thanks for this partnership that helps provide 
longevity and sustainability for the work of PLM. It is 
remarkable to see how God preserves our work.  

Interrupted
By Rev Kieselowsky 
Condensed Sermon (Matthew 9)

Jesus said, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, 
but those who are sick. Go and learn what this means. I 
desire mercy and not sacrifice. For I came not to call the 
righteous but sinners” (Matt 9:12-13).  It’s not surprising 
that when a ruler of the synagogue approaches Jesus to ask 
Him to heal his daughter, Jesus goes. But before Jesus takes 
many steps to go to the girl, He gets interrupted.   

Jesus, it turns out, is just fine with interruptions.  He listens 
to pleas for mercy and has perfect timing. Remember when 
He chastised His disciples for preventing the little children 
from meeting Him? He loves others more than Himself and 
grants VIP status to those who are neglected and cast off. 

This time, a woman interrupts Him. You can almost see her 
hunched over in the periphery of the crowd. Perhaps she 
thought to herself, ‘Jesus is going to be on the move. Let me 
shuffle over. If I can only get close to His divinity, my frail 
body will be healed.’  This weak, anemic woman knew this 
was a risk. At the time, women did not touch men, 
especially when disease made them ceremonially unclean. 
Yet this woman pushed her broken body into position and 
reached out a hand of faith.  

All the doctors’ treatments had failed, she had no more 
money to spend.  She saw herself as a drain on the 
community. She reaches for Jesus out of desperation.  She is 
a beggar, but Jesus meets her with compassion.  Indeed, His 
mercy will take Him to the cross to make a sacrifice this 
woman could never make.  

Do you see yourself in this desperate woman? You should.  
(continued on page 3)
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         The Walker Family  

Tyler and Amanda Walker moved with their two sons to the Philadelphia 
area from Oregon so that Tyler could attend medical school at Th omas 
Jefferson University. Tyler was awarded a full Army scholarship and will 
serve as a military physician upon graduation. Pastor Kieselowsky had the 
joy of catechizing and eventually confirming Tyler and Amanda. In the 
process of instruction, their two sons were brought to the waters of Holy 
Baptism.   

The Walkers have regularly attended services at 
Logos Lutheran.  Tyler and Amanda have also 
graciously volunteered many hours updating 
websites, creating promotional materials, and 
communicating with PLM donors.   

The aim of Logos Lutheran is to offer spiritual 
care for individuals and families like the Walkers 
during their time in the city.  Logos Lutheran 
meets on Sunday evenings in the center of the 

city, accessible by metro and on foot.  The services and the time afterward provide 
the chance for people to learn about the faith, pray with others, and talk with 
pastors in an informal setting.

Did you know?  

According to a 2015 
report, Philadelphia’s 

greater Center City 
area is second only to 

Manhattan in numbers 
of people living in the 
heart of the city.  The 

residential boom is 
driven by young 

professionals and 
empty nesters.   

Shepherd of the City  
We give thanks to God for the continued growth and 
new faces at the mission congregation, Shepherd of 
the City Lutheran Church.   

In February, the congregation enjoyed a Sunday with 
record-high attendance at Divine Service.  The same 
month, four new members were confirmed by 
profession of faith.   

One new member transferred his membership after 
moving from Virginia.  He fi nds the work of the 
ministry compelling, especially as the congregation 
welcomes a blend of many nationalities.  He has 
volunteered to help with technology needs, such as 
playing the recorded organ music for services, and has 
been a tremendous addition to the discussions of the 
faith in Sunday Scripture study. 

In addition to instructing and confirming a number of 
adults, Rev DeGroot was able to baptize a couple in the 
neighborhood who he met through another faithful 
member at Shepherd.  We pray for these newly baptized 
that they would grow in their faith in Christ Jesus for 
their salvation.   

Please continue to pray for this wonderful congregation 
and for the faith of its members as they serve God and 
their neighbors with joy.  Pray also that our Heavenly 
Father would bless the proclamation of His Son’s 
atoning work.  
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Interrupted (from page 2) 
We may feel comfortable in this world, yet when it 
comes to things of God, we are terribly weak. We are 
unfaithful to that which matters most, devotion to 
our Heavenly Father and the life of the ones He has 
placed in our care.  

To make matters worse, we know we find strength in 
God’s Word and His Sacraments but we let other 
things take priority. 

There were others who brushed up against our Lord that 
day as He left the village, but this woman was the only 
one who was healed. Jesus said to her, “Take courage, 
daughter, your faith has saved you.”  

She believed Jesus could heal her.  She heard His words 
and clung to them in faith. The Small Catechism reminds 
us that when we approach the Lord’s Supper, we are just 
like the woman.  We eat and drink by faith in the words 
of Christ:   

 Certainly not just eating and drinking do these 
 things, but the words written here: “Given and 
 shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.” These 
 words, along with the bodily eating and drinking, 
 are the main thing in the Sacrament.  Whoever 
 believes these words has exactly what they say: 
 “forgiveness of sin.” 

In Christ’s voice of compassion, you hear the fullness of 
the Gospel as He heals the interrupting woman, body 
and soul. 

In this same chapter of Matthew, our Lord tells the 
paralytic, “Take heart, my son; your sins are forgiven. 

Yes! I support Philadelphia Lutheran Ministries. 

To give your tax-deductible gift, simply detach and complete this form  
and return it with your check in the envelope provided.   

Enclosed is my check made payable to Philadelphia Lutheran Ministries:  
[ ] $200   [ ]$150  [ ] $100  [ ]$_______ 

Please make sure we have your correct mailing address.   
Name _________________________________________________ 
Street Address __________________________________ City ________________________ State ______ Zip ______ 

Email address:___________________________________________________________________________ (optional) 

Vicar Update 

We received a number of letters and gifts in December in 
response to PLM’s plan for a year-long vicar for the 
2016-17 academic year.  I was encouraged by the 
enthusiasm and generosity for our proposal.  

Thank you!  

We met our financial goal and have officially filed all the 
paperwork necessary with both the district office and the 
seminary to request a vicar.  They will process our request 
over the next few months.  We will learn if the district and 
seminary have granted our request at the vicar placement 
service at the end of April.   

Please continue to pray for our seminaries and all the 
students, especially those who anticipate vicarage 
placements in the coming months.  Please pray that 
Christ will place workers in the city to serve with us. 

For which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to 
say, ‘Rise and walk’?  But that you may know that the Son 
of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins, rise up 
from your bed and go home.”  

Take heart.  The Great Physician has taken the full extent 
of the treatment to make you whole again, to heal you, 
restore you and take away your sin.  And He looks on you 
with compassion and love. He saves you by His word.   
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Do I worry about my family? Yes. My family is the greatest 
treasure I have in this life beside the grace that flows from 
my baptism. I do not want to be cavalier about this move. 
By God’s grace, we will be wise and vigilant in our care of 
our children. We will have to live differently than we did in 
the suburbs where our children were shielded more from 
the danger and suffering around them.   

The fact is, the Lord already has preserved us from terrible 
evil—but we don't always feel the danger and are not 
always grateful for our Lord's provision.   I pray that as the 
family sees tragedy and evil perhaps more vividly than 
before, we will turn to Christ, praying in faith for 
protection and deliverance. 
  
As much as it pains us, we also are aware that our Lord 
may allow us to suffer evil. If this happens, we pray He will 
provide us the faith and conviction that great evil can be 
used for great good. For in our Lord's death, the greatest 
good was accomplished. 
  
All of this can be prayed because we fi rst pray, “Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done.” I pray that the Lord’s 
kingdom comes to Philadelphia as people look to Christ in 
faith. As Luther reminds us in the Small Catechism, “The 
kingdom of God certainly comes by itself without our 
prayer, but we pray in this petition that it may come to us 
also.” 
  
My reasons for moving initially included wanting to better 
support Pastor DeGroot with his work in the Northeast, to 
work closely with our vicar in the city , and to cultivate the 
work of Logos Lutheran.   I see this move in light of living 
out “Lord’s Prayer Christianity,” where our daily lives are 
centered around petitions to Our Father.   
  
So, in a very real way, we request and plead for your prayers 
that Our Heavenly Father would daily preserve us from 
evil and strengthen our faith in the face of what we might 
encounter. Amen. 

Deliver Us From Evil 
By Rev Robert Kieselowsky 
Executive Director 

It’s the reality of urban life.   More people means more 
behavior in rebellion to the Law of our Creator.   We 
may not be able to predict how human beings will act 
in a particular place, we know for certain that people 
are driven by self-interest. Even alone on a deserted 
island, I would find sin within myself.   So, no matter 
where we find ourselves, we pray as our Lord taught us, 
“Deliver us from evil.”   
  
Cities, of course, are 
full of broken and 
hurting people who 
live very near one 
another.   And when 
newscasts about cities 
report crime, we hear 
h o w i n d i v i d u a l s 
disregard God’s law, 
failing to fully love 
one another and 
damaging property.   
So, as I move my 
family into Center 
City Philadelphia 
t h i s m o n t h , I 
understand concerns 
about safety.   
  
I have read the crime reports and seen the statistics.  
We will live in one of the most densely populated areas 
in our country. Th ere will be days when we are 
distracted by crime in our neighborhood, but I do not 
fear this reality. When we pray each night as a family, 
the petition "deliver us from evil" will take on greater 
significance. 
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Shepherd of the City 
Easter Sunday 2016. The Holy Spirit gathers people together from all over the 
globe to worship at Shepherd of the City.  Saints from Columbia, Puerto Rico, 
Haiti, Vietnam, and Korea are represented nations among our people here.  

Each Easter Sunday, the saints of Shepherd of the City 
gather for a group photo.  Looking at these pictures, we are 
amazed to see the number of people who have heard and 
responded to the Gospel of Jesus Christ in this one place.   

Even in a neighborhood of people often in transition, 
especially immigrants seeking stability, weekly services have 
continued now for three years.  Shepherd of the City has 
seen dozens of people baptized, confirmed in the Christian 
faith, and fed the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus 
Christ in that time.   

Individuals often find themselves placed by God at 
Shepherd for a season, before economic change, hardship, 
and other forces take them to a new place.  But we praise 
God that His Word steadily goes forth in Northeast 
Philadelphia, reaching the lost with the hope of salvation in 
the forgiveness of sins.   

Please continue to pray for Rev DeGroot, his family, and 
all the saints at Shepherd.  

Meet the Vicar: Jacob Benson 
I was born and raised in Worland, WY, baptized, and 
confirmed at St. Luke’s Lutheran Church. My parents 
faithfully attended church and brought my sisters and me 
with them, but it was not until college in Laramie, WY 
that I discovered rich liturgical Lutheran worship that 
gave me a deeper appreciation for the traditions of the 
Church and a greater understanding of the faith once 
delivered to the saints.  

After graduating from the University of Wyoming, I 
considered graduate school, and after many conversations 

with my parents and pastor and no 
s m a l l a m o u n t o f d i v i n e 

intervention, I decided to pursue 
ordination into the Office of 
Holy Ministry.  

I took a year to study the 
Scriptures under my pastor, Rev 

Marcus Zill, before beginning 
classes at Concordia Theological 

Seminary in June of 2014. I immediately 
fell in love with the languages, the seminary community, 
and being able to openly discuss Christ in a classroom – 
a concept that was foreign to me studying religion at a 
state university. 

During my fi rst year at the seminary, Professor Schultz 
suggested I do a summer vicarage in Baltimore. Before I 
knew it, I was packing my bags and moving to West 
Baltimore to serve Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 
under Rev Roy Axel Coats. My time in Baltimore proved 
to be some of the most formative months of my 
Christian life. I knew I wanted to be a pastor, but it 
wasn’t until serving in an urban context that I realized 
just what that meant: a life of service, prayer, and 
overwhelming love and compassion from God and from 
Christian brothers and sisters.  

The congregation of Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 
welcomed me as a member of their family and desired 
nothing more than to worship God with one voice and 
receive His gifts on Sunday mornings. Pastor Coats 
embodied the love of Christ as he showed me that God 
truly was one who “executes justice for the fatherless and the 
widow, and loves the sojourner, giving him food and 
clothing” (Deuteronomy 10:18). 

Oddly enough, I found that inner city Baltimore was 
really no different than the small farming community I 
grew up in: everyone knew each other, people were 
willing to help each other, and the Church was still 
viewed as a helpful part of the community – something 

that is sadly lacking in many of our American 
communities.  

It was also during that summer vicarage that I met Rev 
Kieselowsky and Rev DeGroot and was able to spend a 
weekend in Philadelphia. It is a wonderful blessing to be 
able to serve the city and Philadelphia Lutheran Ministries 
for the next year.   

I cannot wait to get started! I ask you to keep me in your 
prayers as I begin. 
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As Dear Children Ask Their Dear Father 
By Rev Kieselowsky (Condensed Sermon) 

One evening, a little boy greeted his father returning 
home from work by asking, "Daddy, how much money do 
you make an hour?" 

"Why would you need to know that?” the father retorted. 
“It’s none of your business." 
But the boy persisted until the father finally replied in an 
irritated voice, "Twenty dollars per hour."  
"Okay. Daddy? Could you loan me ten dollars?" the boy 
asked. 
Positively infuriated, the father growled: "So that was the 
reason you asked how much I earn? Just to ask for 
money? No. Don’t bother me anymore!" 
But later, trying to ease his mind, the father went to his 
son's room. "Are you asleep, son?" he asked.  
"No, Daddy,” replied a groggy voice. “Why?"   
"Here's the money you asked for earlier."  
"Oh, Daddy!" exclaimed the son, bouncing up to pull 
some money from under his pillow. "Now I have enough! 
Now I have twenty dollars!  Please, Daddy, could you sell 
me one hour of your time?” 
Do you feel that you have to buy time from your heavenly 
Father?  Scriptures are clear:  “For the Father Himself 
loves you.” Your Creator, God, your 
Father in heaven, is not angry toward 
you.  He loves to hear your voice.   

Your heavenly Father loves you in the 
sending of His Son as a sacrifice and 
in the raising of His Son on the third 
day, the stamp of approval that 
satisfaction has been made for you.  
All vengeance has been poured out 
upon Christ our Lord, so you do not 
have to fear God’s wrath.   

You, dear Christians, baptized sons 
and daughters of your heavenly 
Father, have been given full access 
through Christ your brother who has 
ascended to the right hand of the 
Father. You have a direct line to the 
Oval Office of Heaven itself—times 
infinity.  Do you believe this?   

Christ reflects the kindness and generosity of His Father. 
But deep inside, we have a sneaking suspicion that God 
is keeping something good from us.  Adam and Eve had 
the same suspicion.  We disregard the good way our 
Heavenly Father has directed us in His good law because 
we believe our way is better. We actually side with the 
devil to take what our heavenly Father has not given to 
us.  Like little children, we want the very thing that God 
says, “No, this is bad for your soul. That will harm you.”   

We want more even after God has given us so much.  We 
live in one of the most comfortable and prosperous times 
of all of human history, in one of the most peaceful 
countries the world has ever known, and it’s not enough.  
It’s the old sin of Adam and Eve in the garden to listen 
to the devil and his word, even when surrounded by so 
many good and wonderful things.  It’s a wonder we have 
any faith at all.   

You are an eternal soul never meant in creation to die. 
You have been redeemed.  So your most important prayer 
is for salvation and forgiveness, for a return to the grace 
that flows so abundantly in Holy Baptism.  You pray for 
union with Christ that you may with Him pass through 
the grave and enter with all the saints into His heavenly 
kingdom.   (continued on page 4) 

Rev Adam DeGroot,  LCMS national missionary to Philadelphia, and Rev Robert Kieselowsky, Executive 
Director of PLM, welcome people to Logos Lutheran Vespers prayer service in November. 
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Our heavenly Father hears the prayers of His children and answers them according to His good pleasure.  
Over the last few months, Logos Lutheran has laid a foundation of prayer for the city of Philadelphia. We 
pray that God’s kingdom will come to the city.   

Please join us each Sunday evening at 5:00 pm for prayer, teaching, and refreshments.  

Join Us! 
Vespers  Service 
Sundays @ 5:00 

pm 
 

628 North Broad Street 

Philadelphia  

(enter at side door)  

(sermon continued from page 3) 

You may pray for anything but your prayers will all be 
heard in light of the most important thing—the 
salvation of your soul. When you pray for the means to 
buy a brand new Corvette but it is not sitting in your 
driveway at the end of the sales season, faith accepts that 
it is because your heavenly Father knows that the 
Corvette is not the very best for your soul.  Maybe you 
know a new sports car isn’t really necessary.   

But do you have the confidence to endure when you are 
praying for the health and life of a loved one spiritually 
or physically? For spiritual and physical needs, you may 
pray and pray and pray.  Continue to pray, without 
bitterness or disillusionment, confident that God is good, 
orchestrating all things to your benefit.  

When you don’t know what to pray, pray simply, “God, be 
merciful to me, a sinner.”  Jesus says, “These things I have 
spoken to you that in Me you may have peace. In the world 
you will have tribulation but be of good cheer, I have 
overcome the world.”   

Christ, your brother, has ascended to the Father, and you 
have a great High Priest who has passed through the 
heavens, Jesus the Son of God.  “Let us hold fast our 
confession, for we do not have a High Priest who is unable 
to sympathize with our weaknesses but One who in every 
respect has been tempted as we are yet without sin.  Let us 
then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace that 
we may receive mercy and fi nd grace to help in time of 
need.”    AMEN.  

Logos Lutheran is a mix of university students and families who meet 
regularly for teaching and prayer.  Zach  and  Ciara,  newly  wed 

Eastern  University  students. 
Rev  Kieselowsky  confirmed 
Ciara in April.  
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Prayer and the Power of Unbelief 
By Rev Robert Kieselowsky 
Executive Director 

I ate lunch recently with a man 
whose journey to the faith can 

o n l y b e d e s c r i b e d a s 
miraculous.  After living 
most of his life without any 
connection to the faith, he 
first encountered Christianity 

as a graduate student when a 
classmate began to talk to him 

about his church.  Eventually, after reading the 
Lutheran confessions, he found a home in an LCMS 
church.   

That story may not seem miraculous to most people.  
There’s no mention of visions, of choirs of angels 
singing, or bright lights shining from heaven.  But it is 
a modern day miracle.   

The modern world creates significant obstacles to the 
Christian faith.  Most Americans believe that people 
are innately good and that sin is really only a problem 
for bad people who have learned to hurt others.  In this 
belief, people miss their own need for the forgiveness 
of sins. At the same time, people unquestioningly 
accept that science can fi x society, and they put their 
faith in research and medicine.  In the city especially, 
the realities of racial tension and social inequality work 
together to keep people from seeing the church as a 
place of Christ’s goodness.  

Unbelief is an evil force of the modern age.   The 
mindset of this world can easily squeeze out any 
interest in what Christ says about our condition.  And 
we need Jesus. 

In Mark 9:17-29, a father in distress brings his son to the 
disciples to cast out a demon.  When they are notable  to 
help the boy, Jesus says, “O faithless generation, how long 
shall I be with you? How long shall I bear with you? Bring 
him to Me.”  

Bring him to Jesus. That is the work of Philadelphia 
Lutheran Ministries:  bring people to Christ through His 
Word and in His Sacraments.      

In Mark 9, the father begs Jesus to have compassion on 
them and to help his son.  Jesus responds, “If you can 
believe, all things are possible to him who believes.”  
Immediately the father of the child cried out and said with 
tears, “Lord, I believe; help my unbelief !” (Mark 9:24).   

We can relate.  We believe but struggle to see how bringing 
people to Jesus can do anything for them.  Like the father, 
we struggle with our own unbelief and like the disciples, we 
are powerless to build faith in the unbelieving hearts of 
those around us.  

Jesus though, gives the gift of faith to all who come to 
Him.  He commands the demon to leave and never return 
to the boy.  Later, His disciples asked Him privately, “Why 
could we not cast it out?” Jesus answered, “This kind can 
come out by nothing but prayer and fasting (Mark 9:28-9).  

The Gospel goes forth with prayer and fasting.  The 
disciples didn’t have the ability to do anything for the boy.  
We don’t have anything to offer in the face of the demonic 
force of unbelief.  Instead, they took the boy to Jesus.  That 
is what we do.  We petition Christ on behalf of the city.  
City life is full of people fighting their demons, and they 
are helpless in their unbelief.   

Jesus looks upon them with compassion and gives them the 
gift of faith.  Jesus continues to do miracles by casting out 
unbelief, cutting through the distractions of the modern 
world to create faith.  We just bring them to Him.   
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Events at Shepherd of the City  
Rev Adam DeGroot, LCMS Domestic Missionary, pastor 

Work Groups and Mission 
Trips  

Philadelphia Lutheran Ministries 
welcomes many different groups 
throughout the year, both for 
service projects and for times of 
teaching and learning.   

This summer, three groups visited 
and stayed at Shepherd of the 
City and helped with a number of 
service projects.  A youth group 
from Minnesota helped paint and 
maintain the property.  Other 
groups from Pittsburgh, PA, and 
Rhode Island helped paint and 
update a fence and tile a fl oor at 
Shepherd and worked to clean up 
at a nearby New Jersey church.  

In August, the Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 
(Baltimore, MD) held their annual Youth Retreat in 
Philadelphia.   

Health Fair  
In August, the LCMS Mercy Medical Teams hosted a 
domestic Health Fair at Shepherd of the City.  The Mercy 

Medical team came prepared 
to advise and educate 
attendees about diabetes, 
blood pressure, heart 
health, heathy diet and 
e x e r c i s e , a n d t o 
recommend health care 
f o l l o w - u p s . P a s t o r s 
associated with PLM and 
the vicar were available for 
prayer and conversation 
with people who visited.  
A golden lab named Lily 
that serves as a comfort 
dog circulated among the 
crowd with her parents, 
greeting people as they 
arrived.   

In addition to physical and spiritual care, the children 
enjoyed a water slide, story time, and crafts and walked 
away with Arch books (CPH) to read at home.   

Brotherly Love 
By Vicar Jacob Benson 

Growing up in Wyoming, we 
always loved talking about 
the creation narrative in 
Genesis. It was easy for 
us to imagine the world 
before the fall; we were 

used to farms and gardens 
and rural areas. What was 

difficult for us to imagine was the City 
described by St. John at the end of the Bible in 
the book of Revelation: 

“Then the angel showed me the river of the 
water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the 
throne of God and of the Lamb through the 
middle of the street of the city; also, on either 
side of the river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of 
fruit, yielding its fruit each month. The leaves of the tree 
were for the healing of the nations.” 

It’s a beautiful image, but a foreign one – even to 
someone who’s familiar with urban areas. We all know 
there is no such widespread beauty, elegance, and purity 
in a city. 

In many ways Philadelphia is the mirrored image of this 
New Jerusalem. Instead of the river of the water of life, 
we have the Schuylkill flowing through the middle of the 
city.  

Instead of a tree with twelve kinds of fruit, we see crime, 
pollution, death, sin, unrepentance, and dwindling church 
attendance. Th ese fruits are not for the healing of the 
nations, but for the condemnation of the unrighteous.  

When our Lord drew near to Jerusalem before His 
crucifixion, He wept over the city saying, “Would that you, 
even you, had known on this day the things that make for 
peace!”  

God in human fl esh bewailed the fact that His once 
Holy City was now filled with unbelievers; the house that 
was once called a house of prayer was now a den of 
robbers. The ‘City of Peace’ no longer knew the meaning 
of its own name.  

When looking out over ‘The City of Brotherly Love’ I’m 
often tempted to ask the same thing: “Would that you, 
even you had only known on this day the things that 
make for brotherly love!”   

In the city, people will often talk about Jesus when 
discussing ‘love,’ and they will even quote our Lord, “This 
is my commandment, that you love one another as I have 
loved you” ( John 15:12).                   (continued on page 3) 

FRIDAY, AUG. 26 & 
SATURDAY, AUG. 27

9 A.M. – 4 P.M. 
SHEPHERD OF THE CITY 

LUTHERAN CHURCH
7200 CASTOR AVE., 

PHILADELPHIA, PA 19149

A free and healthy lunch served 
at noon daily.

Enter a raffle to win a free Fitbit.

Free health screenings by local 
health and wellness vendors.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
(215) 906-1209  |  !degrootsinphilly  |  tracy.quaethem@lcms.org

Pastors available to pray with you. 

A free pedometer for the 
first 500 attendees.

Free activities for people of all ages.

Youth from Messiah Lutheran 
Church (Sartell, MN) join 
Vicar Benson and Pastor 
DeGroot for prayer before 
starting their service projects 
for the day.
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Student Outreach 

In September, Pastor Kieselowsky and Vicar Benson 
attended an area churches day at Eastern University to 
share the work of 
PLM with students.   
Th e y h a v e a l s o 
reached out to offices 
at V il lanova and 
Temple University to 
attend orientation 
days and to present 
at student groups.  
Students from all 
three universit ies 
c u r r e n t l y a t t e n d 
services at Logos 
Lutheran in Center 
City.   

In Other News . . . 
• Vicar Jacob Benson was  installed at Shepherd of the 

City Lutheran Church on June 26 to serve for a full year 
with Philadelphia Lutheran Ministries.   

•Pastor Kieselowsky 
set up an exhibition 
t a b l e a t S y n o d 
Convention for four 
days in July, talking 
to delegates about 
P L M ’s w o r k i n 
Philadelphia.  

•I n S e p t e m b e r , 
Pastors Kieselowsky 
and DeGroot and 
Vicar Benson spent 
o n e S a t u r d a y 

a f t e rnoon a t a loc a l 
Oktoberfest talking to 
people, passing out Small 
C a t e c h i s m s a n d 
promotional cards for 
Logos Lutheran services.  
The restaurant hosting the 
Oktoberfest is directly 
across the street from the 
church where L ogos 
meets, so most people at 
the fest live locally.  

City (continued from page 2) 

But they often fail to keep reading: “. . . Greater love has no 
one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends. 
You are my friends if you do what I command you.” The 
Greek word for ‘friends’ there is ‘Philos’ the same 
‘brotherly’ in the City of Brotherly Love. The word ‘philos’ 
appears in scripture as a verb (that is, to ‘love’ as a brother) 
again in the book of Revelation:  

Outside [of the City] are the dogs and sorcerers and 
the sexually immoral and murderers and idolaters, 
and everyone who loves and practices falsehood. 

Right after seeing the new city with its river of life and  
the tree bearing fruit that heals the nations, John sees 
those who are forever outside the city. Rather than 
‘Loving their brothers’ and ‘laying down their life’ for 
them, they love falsehood, they sin unrepentantly. Th ey 
have forgotten God altogether.  

Pastors are called to ‘lay down their life’ for their brother. 
They are called to abandon their earthly aspirations and 
goals and devote their life to being ministers of Christ’s 
sacred gifts to the Church.  

The pastors of PLM are called to ‘love as Christ has loved’ 
by bringing the lost into the churches, by teaching 
them, baptizing them, communing them, and 
forgiving their sins over and over again. 

As a vicar studying and learning under these 
faithful pastors, I am reminded time and time 
again that the Christian life is cross-shaped. But 
through our suffering and our weeping over the 
city, we are joined in Christ as He weeps over all 
the unbelieving world.  

With Christ, we find great joy on Sunday 
mornings as we gather together for Divine 
Service. We rejoice that on Sunday nights young 
adults and college students gather  in the very 
heart of Philadelphia to worship God and hear 
His Word.  

We ask that the Church continue to pray for PLM, that 
the Gospel may be shared, and that those in the City may 
learn the true meaning of Brotherly Love: 

“O God, you declare Your almighty power above all in 
showing mercy and pity. Mercifully grant us such a 
measure of Your grace that we may obtain Your gracious 
promises and be made partakers of Your heavenly 
treasures through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen.”

Pastor  Kieselowsky at  the  area  churches 
day at Eastern University.

Rev  Kieselowsky  at  the  PLM  table  during  Synod 
Convention. 
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Pray With Us 
• F o r P a s t o r 

DeGroot, his wife 
D e a c o n e s s 
Melissa and son 
K n o x a s t h e y 
serve at Shepherd 
of the City in 
N o r t h e a s t 
Philadelphia.   

• F o r t h e 
K i e s e l o w s k y 
fami l y as they 
adjust to their new 
home in Center 
City Philadelphia.   

• For Vicar Benson 
as he serves in 
Philadelphia with 
PLM.  

• For faithful service and increased attendance at 
Shepherd of the City and Logos Lutheran.   

• For the board members of Philadelphia Lutheran 
Ministries as they support and guide the work of PLM.  

Join Us! 
Vespers  
Service 
Sundays @ 
5:00 pm 
 

628 North 
Broad Street 

Philadelphia  

Yes! I support Philadelphia Lutheran Ministries. 

To give your tax-deductible gift, simply detach and complete this form  
and return it with your check in the envelope provided.   

Enclosed is my check made payable to Philadelphia Lutheran Ministries:  
[ ] $200   [ ]$150  [ ] $100  [ ]$_______ 

Please make sure we have your correct mailing address.   
Name _________________________________________________ 
Street Address __________________________________ City ________________________ State ______ Zip ______ 

Email address:___________________________________________________________________________ (optional) 

Logos Lutheran  
As Philadelphia Lutheran Ministries begins to hold 
services every Sunday evening, it has been a joy to 
welcome students from local universities and young 
people who have moved to the city for work.   
Students from three different universities join us 
regularly to pray on Sunday nights as well as young 
people who have moved to the city for work.   
Each  Sunday’s refreshments varies week to week, 
sometimes a full meal, sometimes just snacks, but the 
group gathers regularly after prayer to fellowship and 
visit  together.   
For more information www.logoslutheran.org 

Kieselowsky family on the steps of the art 
museum.  

The DeGroot family on Broad Street. 
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Proclaiming Liberty in Christ in the City
NEWSLETTER | ADVENT 2016

Thy Kingdom Come to Us Also 
By Rev Robert Kieselowsky 
Executive Director 

Oh, how much we heard of 
kingdoms these last few months!  

When Election Day finally 
arrived, I stood in line at the 
polling station expecting to 
stare at sample ballots and 

political signs.  Instead, when 
I looked up, I saw a laminated 

poster of the Apostle’s Creed 
pinned to the wall.   

Christ’s kingdom, above the kingdom of this world.   

Jesus stood before Pilot and spoke the words, “My 
kingdom is not of this world.”  As Apostle Paul wrote to 
the church in Ephesus, “For we do not wrestle against 
flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present 
darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the 
heavenly places.” 

The kingdom of this world too often obscures the work 
of the kingdom of heaven. The Pharisees never seemed 
to see the Kingdom of God standing right in front of 
them. When they accused the Lord of casting out 
demons by the power of the devil, He responded, “But if 
it is by the finger of God that I cast out demons, then 
the kingdom of God has come upon you.” 

As I work in Philadelphia, I understand a little bit about 
how our Lord felt dealing with the Pharisees. I speak 
the clear Gospel of Christ to people—and they look 
back utterly unable to understand.    

We cannot create faith in people.  We want to be successful, 
we want to build a kingdom. But the Gospel cannot be 
easily sold with fl ashy packaging and a creative thirty-
second commercial.  As with our Lord, we must hold to the 
purity of our confession lest we present something other 
than the Gospel handed down to us. 

To share the Gospel is to speak of the kingdom of Christ. 
We sing in the Te Deum, “When you took upon yourself to 
deliver man, You humbled Yourself to be born of a virgin. 
When you had overcome the sharpness of death, You open 
the kingdom to all believers.” Th is is the essence of the 
kingdom. The king dies for his subjects.  

There is nothing the devil, his demons or the world can do 
against Christ and His kingdom, the Church.  So in 
Advent, we confess, “The kingdom of God certainly comes 
by itself without our prayer, but we pray that it may come to 
us also.” 

Vespers  
Service
Sundays @ 
5:00 pm

628 N. Broad St.  
Philadelphia 
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The Kingdom in the Midst of You 
By Vicar Jacob Benson 

For twenty-five weeks, we lived in 
the time of our Lord’s ascension, 
revisiting Christ’s teaching to His 
disciples, hearing His parables, 
learning about the miraculous 

healing, and with our eyes focused 
on His crucifixion for the sins of the 

world, meditating on what it means to 
live as baptized Christians.  

But now in Advent, we return to our infancy. Rather 
than hearing of a Christ who walks among men 
teaching them, we find ourselves joined with the Old 
Testament Church. We hear of patriarchs and 
prophets as we look to the Christ who is to be born, 
the One who sits now upon His throne in the womb 
of a young Virgin.  

There was, at the time of Christ’s birth, still a remnant 
of the faithful who knew they were saved by faith, not 
by works. Th ere was judgment of sin. And the sin 
always, and will always, only be covered by blood. Even 
Mary went to the temple, sacrificing doves for her 
purification, not because of superstition, but because 
she was following the laws of the Old Testament.  

And there were those of little faith. Th ey wanted a 
revolution, a military mastermind who would 
overthrow the Roman occupiers or a political 
revolutionary who would overthrow the establishment.  

There were false teachers then, and false teachers now, 
that teach that the Kingdom of God comes in visible 
ways. That by doing works of the law, followers of God 
can bring about the end times and speed up the divine 
timeline. 

But as Christ says, “The Kingdom is not coming in 
ways that can be observed.” Instead of the heavens 
being ripped open wide and God Himself descending 
with an army, we have a child wrapped in rags in a 
feeding trough. Instead of a King with a three-tiered 
crown, ruling the nations from a heavenly throne, we 
have a hungry carpenter, beaten, crowned with thorns, 
who rules as He hangs on a tree.

And nothing we do brings the Kingdom of God.  It comes, 
even without our prayer. We pray that God would let His 
Kingdom come among us, and He graciously does so – as 
Christ points out, “The Kingdom of God is in the midst of 
you.”   He is pointing to Himself. He says “I AM the 
Kingdom of God. I AM the Son of Man.” 

Where Christ is, there the faithful will gather. 

Even today, as in the time of Christ, there is a remnant of 
believers. Christ is preached in thousands of pulpits around 
the world. The sacraments are faithfully distributed and sins 
forgiven across the nations. And there is still judgment, for 
Christ sits at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again with glory to judge the living and the 
dead. As lightning fl ashes across the sky, so will be the 
coming of the Son of Man. The Kingdom of God will be 
among us, not with armies and angels, but with Christ on 
His throne in judgment.  

He will judge according to the Word of God, not the ways of 
man. Christ will not judge you righteous because you always 
vote down the party line. He won’t check your citizenship to 
make sure you are part of the “right” country.  

If Christ judges based on any outward actions or affiliations, 
none of us stand a chance. The Kingdom of God does not 
come in ways that are observable, but the Kingdom of God is 
in the midst of you, within your grasp. Just as the saints of 
old—the Prophets, the Patriarchs, Moses, Abraham, Lot, and 
Noah—were all made righteous by faith, so too your 
righteousness comes from Christ alone.  

So when the darkness of Advent seems unbearable, when it’s 
too cold, when our bodies are shutting down, right at the 
peak of winter, a glorious light shines. Th e Lord of the 
universe is born. Even as a child, His eyes are ever set on 
Jerusalem, the place where He will be that final sacrifice for 
the sin of the world.   

And you have been given that Christ.  You have been given 
His righteousness. You who walk in the light have nothing to 
fear. Just as lightning fl ashes across the sky, so will be the 
coming of the Son of Man, when in the blink of an eye you 
are transformed and given the glorious robes of white that 
will never be soiled again. You will live in the New Jerusalem, 
where Christ reigns as King. You will feast with the angels 
and archangels and all who have fallen asleep in the faith, not 
only on Sunday mornings, but for all eternity. 
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Shepherd of the City  
Rev Adam DeGroot, LCMS Domestic Missionary 

As we enter the season of Advent,  Shepherd of the 
City has begun its midweek services.  This time allows 
the congregation to spend an extra day in church, 
hearing a call to repentance, giving to the poor and, 
most importantly, focusing on the coming of 
Christ.   

Baptism  
At Shepherd, the poor are always with us, receiving the 
gifts of Christ and looking to Him for salvation.  
Pastor DeGroot recently baptized a homeless man who 
he had invited into the church for rest.  Please continue 
to pray for this man as he struggles with drug addiction 
and homelessness.   

Service Volunteers  from Lititz, PA 
Again, we would like to 
express our thanks to 
the volunteers that 
h a v e c o m e f r o m 
M o u n t C a l v a r y 
Lutheran Church in 
Lititz, PA.  The congregation 
has been a tremendous encouragement to us with their 
generosity and service.  

These dedicated individuals have donated numerous 
days over the past year, helping 

to maintain the facilities at 
Shepherd and support the 
DeGroot family in their 

work.   

January Event 

This coming January, we look forward to welcoming 
another service team.  A group of college age students 
will come to Philadelphia after the LCMS-U 
Conference in Washington, D.C.  Some of the students 
have previously visited Shepherd of the City and some 
will come for the fi rst time, and they will help with 
projects around Shepherd.   

We thank God continually for all the volunteers who 
support the work of Christ in Northeast Philadelphia.  

Campus Ministry 
Vicar Benson has begun a weekly Bible study with young 
people in the city, many of whom are university students.  
The group has studied the beginning of Genesis and taken 
time to look at specific questions people ask on a whole 
host of topics.   

During Advent, they are meeting for midweek Vespers 
services to focus their attention on Christ during the 
hectic time of finals and busy work schedules.  

Strangers, Coffee and Greek 
When pastors and a vicar all sit down in a public place 
with a cup of coffee to study the Greek New Testament 
text, you never know what might happen.   

In Philadelphia, it usually ends up turning into a 
conversation with a 
stranger.  He or she may 
espouse an eclectic mix 
of Eastern mysticism or 
live as an agnostic or 
a t t e n d a c h u r c h 
somewhere.  Whoever 
the strangers are, they 
are curious.   

A new market opened in 
Center City recently with cafe seating for 140 people, so 
the pastors and vicar associated with PLM have begun 
meeting their for a Tuesday morning study.  And they have 
had many curious strangers ask them what they are doing.   

A few of those strangers have made their way to services at 
Logos Lutheran.  And now they are no longer strangers.  
We know their names and are able to contact them during 
the week.   

Some people enjoy the anonymity of city living—the 
ability to blend into the crowd and get lost.   But we see 
that people really want to connect with other people and 
find answers to their questions.   

May Christ continue to bring people to us to hear His 
Word—even on Tuesday morning over a cup of coffee and 
Greek.  
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With the support of 
510

individual donors 

79
congregations across 

the nation

71
LCMS pastors from 

many states

2
 LCMS districts

2
LWML chapters

1
LCMS Office of Urban 

& Inner-City Mission

PLM has helped 
establish

2
mission churches

1
congregation

in a city of 

1.5 million 
people

Pray With Us 

• For Christ to work faith in the unbelieving as we have opportunities to talk to them.  
Please pray for many chances to have follow-up conversations after making initial 
contacts.   

• For faithful service and increased attendance at Shepherd of the City and Logos 
Lutheran.   

• For the university students and young professionals in the city that they would seek 
Christ and His kingdom.  

• For more opportunities to connect to students on local campuses.   

• For LCMS students as they face finals and live out their vocation of students in the 
city.  

Yes! I support Philadelphia Lutheran Ministries.

To give your tax-deductible gift, simply detach and complete this form 
and return it with your check in the envelope provided.  

Enclosed is my check made payable to Philadelphia Lutheran Ministries: 
[ ] $200  [ ]$150 [ ] $100 [ ]$_______

Please make sure we have your correct mailing address.  
Name _________________________________________________
Street Address __________________________________ City _______________ State ______ Zip ______

Email address:__________________________________________________________________ (optional)

Your contribution to Philadelphia Lutheran Ministries is tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law.  You will receive a letter as a tax receipt.

Thy Kingdom Come to Us Also 

It is a privilege to be involved in Christ’s work in the city.  All of the projects highlighted 
in this newsletter happen through prayer and Christ’s people giving in response to His 
goodness.   

So thank you to all who give to Philadelphia Lutheran Ministries. Together, we pray for 
Christ's kingdom to come to us through two mission churches and one congregation that 
PLM has helped establish in Philadelphia.  

Please remember Philadelphia Lutheran Ministries in your Advent giving by mail or 
online at www.phillyministries.org


