
 

 

 

 

When you see the name Jonah, do you immediately think 
of a tree?  Like most people, you probably imagine a great 
fish swallowing the prophet—but that whale does not get 
Jonah’s attention the way a sapling does.   

The reason Jonah ends up three days in the digestive 
juices of a great fi sh is fully revealed in chapter four of 
Jonah after God plants a tree, lets it grow shady leaves to 
comfort Jonah, and then takes it away.  
Jonah, upset that h i s shade has 
disappeared, whines and declares he wants 
to die.  At God’s rebuke, Jonah says that 
he had resisted God—running away only 
to be swallowed by a fi sh—because he 
knew the Lord would be a merciful, 
gracious and compassionate God.  And 
J o n a h d i d n o t l i k e w h a t t h a t 
compassionate God would do.  
 
Specifically, the compassion of God sends 
Jonah to call a violent people to repentance. In the ancient 
world, the people of Nineveh had developed a reputation 
of ISIS-like violence. While living in a sophisticated city, 
the people dominated the region with iron fi sts. Jonah 
does not embrace the change that might occur if the 
Ninevites turn to God and decides to work against the 
Lord’s command.  Even after every animal, person, and 
even the king himself dons sackcloth to repent, Jonah 
leaves the city and pouts. 
 
God uses the tree to confront the prophet because Jonah 
has demonstrated more compassion for a plant than for 
the people of the city.  God asks if He should not have 
compassion on thousands that “don’t know their right 
from their left.” Do any of us really know our right hand 
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from our left?  Shall we not then have compassion on 
1.5 million people of the city?   

Jesus shows compassion 
for the masses in cities 
throughout His earthly 
ministry as well.  He 
mourns over Jerusalem, 
“How often would I 
have  ga the red  your 
children together  as a 
h e n g a t h e r s h e r 
brood  under her wings, and  you were not 
willing!” (Luke 13:34) Later, He continues the lament 

by saying, “Would that you, even you, had known 
on this day the things that make for peace! But 
now  they are hidden from your eyes” (Luke 
19:42).  Unlike the prophet Jonah, Christ desires 
that the people would repent and receive the 
mercy of God and so ascends the tree of the 
cross for their salvation.   
 
As we celebrate our Lord’s incarnation, we 
rejoice that He still has compassion on all those 
blind in their trespasses and sins, even in the 
heart of the city. He builds His church and 

remains faithful to His gospel presence in the city 
through our infant congregation.  I rejoice that we will 
hold Christmas Day service for the second year in 
Center City.  Christ has not forgotten His beloved 
saints and continues to show His mercy and 
lovingkindness to us.  
 
I ask you to remember those living in darkness in 
Philadelphia with your prayer, care and gifts of 
support.  We specifically need an additional $8500 to 
cover a budget deficit for this year.  Please consider 
how you might be able to contribute fi nancially as 
2018 draws to a close.  

Thank you for your participation in our Father’s 
merciful work of salvation here in Philadelphia.  

       
        Thank you for your continued support!  
         Please Pray For . . .  

•  Year-end financial support to address a budget deficit of $8500 
• Christmas Day service at Logos Lutheran 
• University students as they complete finals  
• Vicar Christian Einertson  
• Pastor Kieselowsky and his family 
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In our midweek Bible study at Logos 
for the last few months, we’ve been 
going through the book of 
Genesis. A few weeks ago, we 
arrived at the story of Sodom and 
Gomorrah found in chapters 18 

and 19. While we often look to this 
story and see in it a cautionary tale to 

our increasingly morally decadent culture—and rightfully 
so—we also fi nd in the biblical narrative astounding 
demonstrations of God’s great patience and mercy. 
  
St. James writes in his epistle that the prayer 
of a righteous man avails much, and we see 
in this story two examples of the prayers of 
such righteous men: Abraham and Lot. 
Abraham pleads that the Lord would spare 
the city for the sake of ten righteous, and 
the Lord shows his patience and mercy in 
promising to forestall this judgment, justly 
deserved by the grave sin of the many, for 
the sake of the righteous few.   

While God ultimately destroys the city 
because of the lack of even ten righteous, it 
is instructive also to look to the story of Lot. Because of 
Lot’s humble prayer the entire city of Zoar, which had 
already been determined for destruction, was spared.

For Ten Righteous Meet the Newest Board Member 
Sarah Hill

The Board of Directors voted in 
its fall meeting to welcome 
Sarah Hil l as i ts newest 
member.   

Sarah has been a part of Logos 
Lutheran since moving to 
Philadelphia over two years ago.  
A lifelong member of the 
Lutheran Church-Missouri 
Synod, Sarah has had the 
opportunity to live in many 

different places, including Venezuela, Texas and the 
Midwest, before moving to Pennsylvania as a 
young adult.   

Sarah is an alumna of St. Paul Lutheran High 
School and studied fine art as an undergraduate. 
She continues to paint, to create calligraphy 
pieces and to sketch original works.  She also 
works as an assistant to a defense lawyer in 
Center City.   

We are grateful for Sarah’s faithful support for the 
work of Christ in Philadelphia, especially for her 
willingness to serve unofficially as Logos 
Lutheran’s social committee.  Please pray for her 
as she serves on the Board of Directors for 
Philadelphia Lutheran Ministries.  

Philadelphia in Fall

While many people picture skyscrapers and concrete 
when imagining Philadelphia, the city actually boasts 
many parks and bike paths that are beautiful during the 
fall months. Pastor Kieselowsky has especially enjoyed 
longer bike rides through the city with his older 
children.  

So great is the mercy and love of God for his righteous 
people!  

At Philadelphia Lutheran Ministries Jesus is in the 
business of making such righteous people, not in the city 
of Sodom but in our own city. Through the proclamation 
of the gospel throughout our city, our Lord makes for 
himself righteous people by giving them the 
righteousness of his Son. At our Divine Services, at our 
midweek prayer services, and in their private prayers, the 
saints at Logos pray regularly for the city in which we 

live. What a blessing 
for us that the Lord 
loves to hear prayers of 
such righteous people, 
and what a blessing to 
Philadelphia that our 
L ord cont inues to 
gather a people to 
himself who pray for 
her welfare.  

We covet the prayers of 
all of God’s righteous 
people that through 
PLM’s work He would 
continue to do so.

Fellowship 
Young adults who attend Logos 
Lutheran (far left) meet at a 
restaurant for time of fellowship 
over great Italian food.  The group 
h a s m e t a t v a r i o u s e v e n t s 
throughout the city this semester, 
including concerts, gallery events 
and local festivals.   

All Saints’ Sunday, Vicar Einertson 
(left) treated everyone to his famous 
peanut butter pie and Norwegian 
sweater at the meal following 
service.  

Ella and EvaMarie Kieselowsky 
(above) place a protective cover 
over the paraments after Divine 
Service.

By Vicar Christian Einertson

Pastor Kieselowsky and 
his family (left)
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When you see the name Jonah, do you immediately think 
of a tree?  Like most people, you probably imagine a great 
fish swallowing the prophet—but that whale does not get 
Jonah’s attention the way a sapling does.   

The reason Jonah ends up three days in the digestive 
juices of a great fi sh is fully revealed in chapter four of 
Jonah after God plants a tree, lets it grow shady leaves to 
comfort Jonah, and then takes it away.  
Jonah, upset that h i s shade has 
disappeared, whines and declares he wants 
to die.  At God’s rebuke, Jonah says that 
he had resisted God—running away only 
to be swallowed by a fi sh—because he 
knew the Lord would be a merciful, 
gracious and compassionate God.  And 
J o n a h d i d n o t l i k e w h a t t h a t 
compassionate God would do.  
 
Specifically, the compassion of God sends 
Jonah to call a violent people to repentance. In the ancient 
world, the people of Nineveh had developed a reputation 
of ISIS-like violence. While living in a sophisticated city, 
the people dominated the region with iron fi sts. Jonah 
does not embrace the change that might occur if the 
Ninevites turn to God and decides to work against the 
Lord’s command.  Even after every animal, person, and 
even the king himself dons sackcloth to repent, Jonah 
leaves the city and pouts. 
 
God uses the tree to confront the prophet because Jonah 
has demonstrated more compassion for a plant than for 
the people of the city.  God asks if He should not have 
compassion on thousands that “don’t know their right 
from their left.” Do any of us really know our right hand 
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from our left?  Shall we not then have compassion on 
1.5 million people of the city?   

Jesus shows compassion 
for the masses in cities 
throughout His earthly 
ministry as well.  He 
mourns over Jerusalem, 
“How often would I 
have  ga the red  your 
children together  as a 
h e n g a t h e r s h e r 
brood  under her wings, and  you were not 
willing!” (Luke 13:34) Later, He continues the lament 

by saying, “Would that you, even you, had known 
on this day the things that make for peace! But 
now  they are hidden from your eyes” (Luke 
19:42).  Unlike the prophet Jonah, Christ desires 
that the people would repent and receive the 
mercy of God and so ascends the tree of the 
cross for their salvation.   
 
As we celebrate our Lord’s incarnation, we 
rejoice that He still has compassion on all those 
blind in their trespasses and sins, even in the 
heart of the city. He builds His church and 

remains faithful to His gospel presence in the city 
through our infant congregation.  I rejoice that we will 
hold Christmas Day service for the second year in 
Center City.  Christ has not forgotten His beloved 
saints and continues to show His mercy and 
lovingkindness to us.  
 
I ask you to remember those living in darkness in 
Philadelphia with your prayer, care and gifts of 
support.  We specifically need an additional $8500 to 
cover a budget deficit for this year.  Please consider 
how you might be able to contribute fi nancially as 
2018 draws to a close.  

Thank you for your participation in our Father’s 
merciful work of salvation here in Philadelphia.  

       
        Thank you for your continued support!  
         Please Pray For . . .  

•  Year-end financial support to address a budget deficit of $8500 
• Christmas Day service at Logos Lutheran 
• University students as they complete finals  
• Vicar Christian Einertson  
• Pastor Kieselowsky and his family 
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Medicine and Faith 
by Rev Robert Kieselowsky 
Executive Director

When you walk onto the campus of 
Jefferson Medical School here in 

Philadelphia, you come face-to-face 
with the school’s symbol of clinical 
excellence, a winged bull flying more 
than sixteen feet above the walkway. 

The bull stands as a symbol of St. 
Luke, physician and evangelist.  Other 

medical symbols, such as the snake on the pole, have roots 
in Greek mythology—even the Hippocratic oath originally 
contained references to a deity.   

But last spring, when I attended a medical school 
graduation, it went on for hours without a single mention 
of the Creator.  The medical community has removed any 
reference to the divine from the Hippocratic oath to fit 
with modern sensibilities.  As the influence of the church 
has diminished, science and medicine have moved further 
away from humbly and gratefully recognizing our 
Heavenly Father’s gifts including all the tremendous 
scientific advancements we enjoy.   

Such hubris—belief that humans have accomplished all 
these advancements without God—reflects the universal 
need for humble reliance upon Christ.   

In the midst of it all, however, I have been encouraged. 
Christ keeps His remnant.  Medical students, striving to 
persevere through this secularized culture, continue to seek 
other saints, study, and prayer.  Even when the veneer of 
society seems to be crumbling, there are godly men and 
women who trust in Christ as they train to serve their 
neighbors in medicine.  
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I have the honor of serving these individuals who will 
eventual ly become leaders in communities and 
congregations in Philadelphia and elsewhere.  The ministry 
at Logos Lutheran enhances the medical profession by 
providing spiritual care for students and doctors within the 
city.  Th is summer, one such young woman arrived in 
Philadelphia to do her medical residency in an underserved 
section of the city. Vicar Einertson and I also interact 
regularly with students from four different university 
medical programs.   

Citizens of Philadelphia certainly need the care and 
compassion of medical professionals.  More than that, they 
need healing from the Great Physician, Christ Himself.  In 
Matthew 9:11-13, the Pharisees ask Christ’s disciples, 
“Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” 
Jesus answers the question for them: “Those who are well 
have no need of a physician, but those who are sick.  Go and 
learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, and not sacrifice.’ For 
I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.”  

People are not aware that they are spiritually sick.  The 
church calls them to repentance by showing them their need 
for forgiveness of sins. Jesus as the Great Physician does not 
just heal people in His earthly ministry; He also forgives 
sins.  In fact, the early church fathers called communion the 
medicine of immortality.  Christ offers this medicine to 
repentant sinners who recognize their illness, the corruption 
of sin.  What a joy to see young people who recognize both 
their own needs before God and the medical needs of their 
neighbors—and who desire to serve God and their neighbor 
in their vocations.   

We continue to request your ongoing prayers and support so 
that we can continue this work in the heart of the city.  
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Thank you for your continued support!  
Please Pray For . . .  

• Medical students as they prepare to serve in their vocations 
• Vicar Christian Einertson as he serves for the year in Philadelphia  
• Pastor Rob Kieselowsky and his family



 

Pastor Kiese lowsky had the 
privilege of officiating the wedding 
of Logos members.  It was pastor’s 
first wedding in the city as 

missionary.  He met with the couple 
a number of times for marriage 

counseling, and it was a joy to see a new 
family form this summer.  

Pastor Kieselowsky Officiates 
Wedding in Philadelphia

In the earliest years after our Lord’s 
Ascension, the Church was a small 

group of people devoted to a 
religion that was soon proscribed 
and persecuted by the Roman 
Empire. Yet within three centuries, 

before Christianity was even 
legalized, Christians made up a 

substantial portion of the Empire’s 
population. Given that surprising turn of events, it’s 
natural to ask this question: how did so many become 
interested in this strange, illegal religion, even to the point 
of undergoing catechesis and, by the power of the Holy 
Spirit, coming to faith in a crucified Lord? 
  
It certainly wasn’t through engaging preaching or 
appealing services—outsiders weren’t even allowed in the 
services of the Church. It wasn’t through advertising or 
outreach events—those would have been illegal. Rather, 
people became interested in Christianity because they saw 
the lives of Christians. “See how much they love one 
another,” they would say as they saw these Christians 
living lives of compassion toward their neighbors, 
especially toward their brethren in the Church. This lesson 
from the earliest Christians remains pertinent for us 
today. In a culture estranged from the gospel, the best 
outreach the Church can have is found in the lives of her 
members as they love and serve their neighbors in their 
various callings in society. 
  
All of us involved in the mission at PLM know this to be 
true, and church workers have an important role in this 
task of living out the Christian life in the public sphere. 
Consequently, I have been intentionally going to the 
university campuses where many parishioners at 
Logos study, taking a German class and getting 
involved in the German department at Temple 
and singing in two choirs at the University of 
Pennsylvania. I look forward to getting to 
know these new neighbors that the Lord will 
put in my path on those campuses, and I pray 
that the Lord will use me—as He uses all of the 
saints at Logos in their vocations—as an 
ambassador of the new life given to us in the 
resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.
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Christian Living as Outreach Logos Lutheran Chapel

This summer, Logos Lutheran set up a chapel within the 
church building it rents.  The main reason for creating this 
new space was fairly mundane—intense summer heat.  
Stone buildings and concrete in the city absorb the direct 
sunlight, and the temperatures inside the sanctuary can 
easily reach 900. The smaller area allows the congregation to 
set up an air-conditioning unit and fans, and the lower 
temperatures of the chapel create a much more welcoming 
worship space.   

In addition to some climate control, the multi-use space 
can be used for many 
different events.  It allows 
us to meet both Sunday 
and Wednesday evenings.  
The busy professionals and 
s t u d e n t s , w i t h o d d 
s c hedu l e s , now have 
options for services.  In 
September, the PLM 
Board of Directors met in 
the chapel for its triennial meeting.   

As with any new project, setting up the chapel incurred 
some significant costs:  

1. Air-conditioning unit strong enough to cool the 
entire chapel space;  

2. Folding chairs enough to seat the regular attendees 
and visitors; 

3. Folding tables for meetings and special events. 

Thank you for your contributions that help offset these 

Philly Free Streets Comes to Broad

A few years ago, the city of Philadelphia shut down its 
bridges and center city streets to accommodate the crowds 
streaming into the city to greet the Pope.  The pedestrians of 
the city enjoyed the freedom so much they petitioned the 
city to give them days annually when they could walk freely 
along the streets.   

In August the “Philly Free Streets” 
program closed down a fi ve-mile 
stretch of historic Broad Street to 
traffic.  Happy dog walkers, 
families with strollers, runners and 
cyclists fi lled the street’s four lanes 
for hours on a Saturday morning.  
Since Logos Lutheran meets on 
Broad Street, right at the center of 
this walking stretch, Pastor 
Kieselowsky and the vicar set up a 
tent to distribute free water bottles, muffins, dog treats, and 
Small Catechisms to the passersby.  A few members of 
Logos Lutheran came to ride bikes down the center of the 
street and to chat with people who stopped at the tent.  

Logos Lutheran Fellowship Meals

After Sunday Divine 
Service, Logos Lutheran 
welcomes all attendees 
to a full meal in the 
fellowship hall (right).  
F o r s t u d e n t s a n d 
individuals with limited 
resources, these meals 
ensure they have a hot 
dinner at the beginning of the week.  It also gives the 
congregation time to visit with one another and share 
events from their lives with pastor, vicar and other 
Christians.   

The meals are provided through the generosity of 
individual donors and private grants.  

By Vicar Christian Einertson
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Christian Living as Outreach Logos Lutheran Chapel

This summer, Logos Lutheran set up a chapel within the 
church building it rents.  The main reason for creating this 
new space was fairly mundane—intense summer heat.  
Stone buildings and concrete in the city absorb the direct 
sunlight, and the temperatures inside the sanctuary can 
easily reach 900. The smaller area allows the congregation to 
set up an air-conditioning unit and fans, and the lower 
temperatures of the chapel create a much more welcoming 
worship space.   

In addition to some climate control, the multi-use space 
can be used for many 
different events.  It allows 
us to meet both Sunday 
and Wednesday evenings.  
The busy professionals and 
s t u d e n t s , w i t h o d d 
s c hedu l e s , now have 
options for services.  In 
September, the PLM 
Board of Directors met in 
the chapel for its triennial meeting.   

As with any new project, setting up the chapel incurred 
some significant costs:  

1. Air-conditioning unit strong enough to cool the 
entire chapel space;  

2. Folding chairs enough to seat the regular attendees 
and visitors; 

3. Folding tables for meetings and special events. 

Thank you for your contributions that help offset these 

Philly Free Streets Comes to Broad

A few years ago, the city of Philadelphia shut down its 
bridges and center city streets to accommodate the crowds 
streaming into the city to greet the Pope.  The pedestrians of 
the city enjoyed the freedom so much they petitioned the 
city to give them days annually when they could walk freely 
along the streets.   

In August the “Philly Free Streets” 
program closed down a fi ve-mile 
stretch of historic Broad Street to 
traffic.  Happy dog walkers, 
families with strollers, runners and 
cyclists fi lled the street’s four lanes 
for hours on a Saturday morning.  
Since Logos Lutheran meets on 
Broad Street, right at the center of 
this walking stretch, Pastor 
Kieselowsky and the vicar set up a 
tent to distribute free water bottles, muffins, dog treats, and 
Small Catechisms to the passersby.  A few members of 
Logos Lutheran came to ride bikes down the center of the 
street and to chat with people who stopped at the tent.  

Logos Lutheran Fellowship Meals

After Sunday Divine 
Service, Logos Lutheran 
welcomes all attendees 
to a full meal in the 
fellowship hall (right).  
F o r s t u d e n t s a n d 
individuals with limited 
resources, these meals 
ensure they have a hot 
dinner at the beginning of the week.  It also gives the 
congregation time to visit with one another and share 
events from their lives with pastor, vicar and other 
Christians.   

The meals are provided through the generosity of 
individual donors and private grants.  

By Vicar Christian Einertson



 

 

 

 

Medicine and Faith 
by Rev Robert Kieselowsky 
Executive Director

When you walk onto the campus of 
Jefferson Medical School here in 

Philadelphia, you come face-to-face 
with the school’s symbol of clinical 
excellence, a winged bull flying more 
than sixteen feet above the walkway. 

The bull stands as a symbol of St. 
Luke, physician and evangelist.  Other 

medical symbols, such as the snake on the pole, have roots 
in Greek mythology—even the Hippocratic oath originally 
contained references to a deity.   

But last spring, when I attended a medical school 
graduation, it went on for hours without a single mention 
of the Creator.  The medical community has removed any 
reference to the divine from the Hippocratic oath to fit 
with modern sensibilities.  As the influence of the church 
has diminished, science and medicine have moved further 
away from humbly and gratefully recognizing our 
Heavenly Father’s gifts including all the tremendous 
scientific advancements we enjoy.   

Such hubris—belief that humans have accomplished all 
these advancements without God—reflects the universal 
need for humble reliance upon Christ.   

In the midst of it all, however, I have been encouraged. 
Christ keeps His remnant.  Medical students, striving to 
persevere through this secularized culture, continue to seek 
other saints, study, and prayer.  Even when the veneer of 
society seems to be crumbling, there are godly men and 
women who trust in Christ as they train to serve their 
neighbors in medicine.  
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I have the honor of serving these individuals who will 
eventual ly become leaders in communities and 
congregations in Philadelphia and elsewhere.  The ministry 
at Logos Lutheran enhances the medical profession by 
providing spiritual care for students and doctors within the 
city.  Th is summer, one such young woman arrived in 
Philadelphia to do her medical residency in an underserved 
section of the city. Vicar Einertson and I also interact 
regularly with students from four different university 
medical programs.   

Citizens of Philadelphia certainly need the care and 
compassion of medical professionals.  More than that, they 
need healing from the Great Physician, Christ Himself.  In 
Matthew 9:11-13, the Pharisees ask Christ’s disciples, 
“Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” 
Jesus answers the question for them: “Those who are well 
have no need of a physician, but those who are sick.  Go and 
learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, and not sacrifice.’ For 
I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.”  

People are not aware that they are spiritually sick.  The 
church calls them to repentance by showing them their need 
for forgiveness of sins. Jesus as the Great Physician does not 
just heal people in His earthly ministry; He also forgives 
sins.  In fact, the early church fathers called communion the 
medicine of immortality.  Christ offers this medicine to 
repentant sinners who recognize their illness, the corruption 
of sin.  What a joy to see young people who recognize both 
their own needs before God and the medical needs of their 
neighbors—and who desire to serve God and their neighbor 
in their vocations.   

We continue to request your ongoing prayers and support so 
that we can continue this work in the heart of the city.  
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Thank you for your continued support!  
Please Pray For . . .  

• Medical students as they prepare to serve in their vocations 
• Vicar Christian Einertson as he serves for the year in Philadelphia  
• Pastor Rob Kieselowsky and his family



 

 
 

 

As I reflect upon the life of Don Frueh, a 
longtime board member of Philadelphia 
Lutheran Ministries, I cannot help but 
think of the words of St. Paul: “I thank my 

God in all my remembrance of you, always 
in every prayer of mine for you all making 

my prayer with joy, because of your partnership in 
the gospel from the first day until now” (Phil. 1:3-5).  
Don had been a part of PLM as an 
organization from its earliest days in 
the late 1990s, and although a 
partnership with the gospel can take 
many different forms, Don seemed 
to encapsulate them all.  

When Don passed away in March, I 
had the great honor of serving at his 
funeral and committal, days before 
the start of Holy Week.  Don, always 
organized, had chosen hymns and 
Scripture to be included in his 
funeral, and he proved to be encouraging of our work in 
Philadelphia to the very end by choosing I Corinthians 
15:54-58, which concludes, “ Therefore, my beloved brothers, 
be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in  the work of 
the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.” 
With these words echoing in my ears, we committed Don to 
the ground on a hill overlooking Philadelphia, where he will 
rest until Christ’s return.   

Don Frueh lived according to his confirmation verse: “I have 
fought the good fight,  I have finished the race, I have kept 
the faith” (II Tim. 4:7).  He worked tirelessly and strove to 
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encourage others in the race. Th roughout his life, he 
reflected his faith in Christ’s work on our behalf by 
supporting pastors as they proclaimed the gospel to sinners. 

Don was a native of the Philadelphia 
area,  so he understood the true need for 
the gospel in the city.  He was unfailingly 
gracious in his fi nancial support of the 
work and in the time he invested, serving 
as chairman of the board over the years 
and overseeing a number of labor 
intensive projects.  Even more, he 
personally invested himself emotionally 
to the end goal of proclamation of liberty 
in Christ.   

He encouraged pastors to be busy about 
Christ’s work, carrying His atoning 
message to sinners.  The same grace he received from our 
Lord he showed to pastors as they proclaimed Christ’s 
Word in an area underserved by the LC-MS.   

Don’s wife Wilma kindly let us borrow Don for all sorts of 
things.  He would meet me in coffee shops to talk things 
over, to such an extent that Wilma called Starbucks his 
other office.  She and Don had already made plans to watch 
the Concordia St. Louis Seminary vicarage placement 
service, excitedly anticipating the next vicar that would 

assist us in Philadelphia.  Being able to 
host vicars and see future pastors being 
formed was a special joy to him.   

We share the same confidence Don held, 
that “he who began  a good work in 
you will bring it to completion at the day 
of Jesus Christ” (Phil. 1:6).  On that day 
of Jesus Christ, we will be reunited in the 
resurrection with our brother and friend.  

Thank you for your continued support!  
Please Pray For . . .  

• Vicar Joe Schlie and his wife Kristen as they return to Concordia Seminary, Ft Wayne 
• Pastor Kieselowsky and his family 
• Marriage of a young couple who have been attending Logos Lutheran 
• Vicar Christian Einertson as he moves to Philadelphia 

Don Frueh addresses 
the PLM Board of 
Directors

Don Frueh 1948-2018



 

At the same time graduates prepare to leave the city, 
Philadelphia Lutheran Ministries welcomes another year-long 
vicar, Christian Einertson, who studies at Concordia 
Seminary, St. Louis.  He is a native of Marietta, Georgia and 
has degrees in Modern Foreign Languages and Music-Voice 
with Sacred Music Emphasis from Augustana University 

(Sioux Falls, SD).  

An av id t rave ler and 
student of languages and 
cultures, he has been 
blessed to study in a 
number o f count r i e s . 
During his travels, he has 
enjoyed getting to know 
some of the churches in 
fellowship with the LCMS 
in other countries, and he is 

passionate about the spread of the gospel and the promotion 
of sound Lutheran doctrine throughout the world.

This summer, we wish Vicar and 
Kristen Schlie godspeed and farewell as 
they move back to Indiana so that 
Vicar can fi nish his fi nal year of his 
seminary training.  It has been a joy to 
serve with them both and to have them 
as a part of our work in Philadelphia.   

Pastor Kieselowsky enjoys very much 
his ministry to students who come to 
the area to study at local universities.   
He had the joy of attending the 
graduation ceremony of a parishioner, 
Tyler Walker, from medical school and 
rejoices with those who are beginning 
new chapters in their lives.
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The fi rst sermon that I ever preached during 
my time as Vicar for Philadelphia Lutheran 
Ministries was on Luke 5:1-11. Th e text 
reads, “[ Jesus] said to Simon, ‘Put out into 
the deep and let down your nets for a 

catch.’ And Simon answered, ‘Master, we 
toiled all night and took nothing! But at your 

word I will let down the nets.’ And when they had done 
this, they enclosed a large number of fish, and their nets 
were breaking.”  

Jesus’ words to Peter stand at the heart of the mission and 
work of PLM. He commanded Peter to do two things. 
First, he is to put his boat out into the deep. The Church 
is to go out into all the world. It is to be among all people 
wherever they may live. Our nation’s cities are not to be 
neglected. Second, Peter is to let down his nets for a 
catch. From the Church, the nets of the gospel go forth 
through the preaching of the word and the 
administration of the sacraments to bring all who are 
called safely into God’s kingdom. It is not enough for 
Peter to put his boat out into the deep. He must also cast 
the nets. The gospel must be proclaimed in the city.  

This task of bringing in a catch is not easy; we cannot 
accomplish it on our own. Peter’s response to Jesus 
encapsulates the fear and stress of many working in the 
mission fi eld: “Master, we toiled all night and took 
nothing.” We as individuals are not capable of converting 
anyone to the faith. This is the work of the Holy Spirit, 
who, as Luther put it in the Small Catechism “calls, 
gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian 
Church on earth and keeps it in the one true faith.” All 
Peter can do is trust in the word of Jesus, that the gospel 
will not return void but accomplish the purpose for which 
it was sent. At Jesus’ bidding the Church goes into the 
deep of the world and proclaims the good news. No 
matter how foolish or impractical it may seem, through 
the proclamation of the gospel the nets are filled.  

I am very grateful for my time in Philadelphia and the 
opportunities given to me by Pastor Kieselowsky to 
preach God’s word. It seems only fitting that Luke 5:1-11 
will also be the text for my last sermon as my time in the 
city comes to a close. Please continue to pray for the work 
being done in Philadelphia, that the nets of God’ word 
may bring many safely into the boar, the church.

Casting Nets
With the support of 

510
individual donors 

79
congregations across 

the nation

71
LCMS pastors from 

many states

2
 LCMS districts

2
LWML chapters

1
LCMS Office of Urban 

& Inner-City Mission

PLM has helped 
establish

1
mission church

1
congregation

in a city of 

1.5 million 
people

Your Labor is Not in Vain

It is a privilege to be involved in Christ’s work in the 
city.  All of the projects highlighted in this newsletter 
happen through prayer and Christ’s people giving in 
response to His goodness.  So thank you to all who give 
to Philadelphia Lutheran Ministries. Together we 
labor, doing Christ’s work  in Philadelphia.  

Godspeed to Graduates

Vicar and Kristen Schlie 
(above) at her graduation 
from Villanova University 

in May. 

Pastor Kieselowsky with 
Dr. Tyler Walker and his 
family (above) at Tyler’s 

graduation from 
Jefferson Medical School. 

by Vicar Joe Schlie

Welcome, Vicar Einertson

Vicar Einertson accepts his vicarage 
placement paperwork in April at 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis.

On Pentecost Sunday, we 
celebrated the confirmation of 
Timothy (left), a gentleman 
who has been faithfully 
attending Logos for a year, 
regardless of a number of 
challenges he has faced.  

Pastor Kieselowsky and his 
family (right) after Easter 
service at Logos Lutheran
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As I reflect upon the life of Don Frueh, a 
longtime board member of Philadelphia 
Lutheran Ministries, I cannot help but 
think of the words of St. Paul: “I thank my 

God in all my remembrance of you, always 
in every prayer of mine for you all making 

my prayer with joy, because of your partnership in 
the gospel from the first day until now” (Phil. 1:3-5).  
Don had been a part of PLM as an 
organization from its earliest days in 
the late 1990s, and although a 
partnership with the gospel can take 
many different forms, Don seemed 
to encapsulate them all.  

When Don passed away in March, I 
had the great honor of serving at his 
funeral and committal, days before 
the start of Holy Week.  Don, always 
organized, had chosen hymns and 
Scripture to be included in his 
funeral, and he proved to be encouraging of our work in 
Philadelphia to the very end by choosing I Corinthians 
15:54-58, which concludes, “ Therefore, my beloved brothers, 
be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in  the work of 
the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.” 
With these words echoing in my ears, we committed Don to 
the ground on a hill overlooking Philadelphia, where he will 
rest until Christ’s return.   

Don Frueh lived according to his confirmation verse: “I have 
fought the good fight,  I have finished the race, I have kept 
the faith” (II Tim. 4:7).  He worked tirelessly and strove to 

P.O. Box 15155 
Philadelphia, PA 19130

Proclaiming Liberty in Christ in the City 

NEWSLETTER  |  TRINITY 2018
Your Labor is Not In Vain 
In Memoriam: Donald Frueh 
by Rev Robert Kieselowsky 
Executive Director

encourage others in the race. Th roughout his life, he 
reflected his faith in Christ’s work on our behalf by 
supporting pastors as they proclaimed the gospel to sinners. 

Don was a native of the Philadelphia 
area,  so he understood the true need for 
the gospel in the city.  He was unfailingly 
gracious in his fi nancial support of the 
work and in the time he invested, serving 
as chairman of the board over the years 
and overseeing a number of labor 
intensive projects.  Even more, he 
personally invested himself emotionally 
to the end goal of proclamation of liberty 
in Christ.   

He encouraged pastors to be busy about 
Christ’s work, carrying His atoning 
message to sinners.  The same grace he received from our 
Lord he showed to pastors as they proclaimed Christ’s 
Word in an area underserved by the LC-MS.   

Don’s wife Wilma kindly let us borrow Don for all sorts of 
things.  He would meet me in coffee shops to talk things 
over, to such an extent that Wilma called Starbucks his 
other office.  She and Don had already made plans to watch 
the Concordia St. Louis Seminary vicarage placement 
service, excitedly anticipating the next vicar that would 

assist us in Philadelphia.  Being able to 
host vicars and see future pastors being 
formed was a special joy to him.   

We share the same confidence Don held, 
that “he who began  a good work in 
you will bring it to completion at the day 
of Jesus Christ” (Phil. 1:6).  On that day 
of Jesus Christ, we will be reunited in the 
resurrection with our brother and friend.  

Thank you for your continued support!  
Please Pray For . . .  

• Vicar Joe Schlie and his wife Kristen as they return to Concordia Seminary, Ft Wayne 
• Pastor Kieselowsky and his family 
• Marriage of a young couple who have been attending Logos Lutheran 
• Vicar Christian Einertson as he moves to Philadelphia 

Don Frueh addresses 
the PLM Board of 
Directors

Don Frueh 1948-2018



 

 
 

 

Ministry in Philadelphia, especially in 
establishing Logos Lutheran, aims to create 
sons and daughters of their dear Father in 
heaven.  People we encounter need to know 

that they are created beings, not the Creator.  
They need to know that their heavenly Father, 

their Creator, is not a vengeful, capricious God like the gods 
of ancient Rome, gleefully punishing those who mess up or 
toying with people.  Instead, we pray they come to 
understand God as the one who created all of humanity so 
that He might give it all manner of good, and that their 
pursuits away from the created order are not for their good 
and ultimate benefit.  

As a result of sin and the fall, we are in a natural state of 
rebellion toward God.  To bring us back to union with our 
Creator, He sent His Son, the very image and likeness of the 
Father, so that the image and likeness in which we were 
created might be restored. As Jesus Himself taught, “I 
am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me. If you had known me, you 
would have known my Father also” ( John 14:6,7). 

Thus, we proclaim at Logos Lutheran that we are 
brought into the presence of God the Father through 
Christ crucified, who suffered as our substitute, rested 
in the tomb, rose again on the third day, and ascended 
to the right hand of the Father.  And by the Holy 
Spirit’s gracious presence, those who hear the 
proclamation can believe and know the Creator.   

Luther's explanation of the fi rst petition begins, 
“With these words God tenderly invites us to believe that 
we are His true children, so that with all boldness and 
confidence we may ask Him as dear children ask their dear 
Father.” This relationship forms how we view this life.
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I cannot read, meditate or teach this portion of the 
catechism without thinking of my four daughters, Sofiya, 
Ella, EvaMarie and Lily.  As a father of children ages 4-11, 
I enjoy the close, cordial bond we share in this stage of life, 
albeit full of ups and downs, and how love shows itself in 
laughter, joy, discipline, accountability and maturity. As with 
kids this age, I receive all sorts of requests from our little 
petitioners.  Th ey know when to ask and what to ask 
because they know me pretty well.  My daughters know me 
well because of the time we spend together and the interests 
that we share. And in reality, they know themselves a little 
better because they know their father.   

Recently, my daughters learned a great deal about their 
father's long-time passion for the sport of football. The 
euphoric season began when the hometown Eagles won a 
game on a last-minute fi eld goal.  I'm not sure when I've 
seen my daughters so excited about something.  The older 
girls were able to sit through games, asked dozens of 
questions, and as the team kept winning, they began to 
understand the intricacies of the game.  We took a family 
vacation in late October, and they wanted to make sure we 
would still be able to watch the game. I realized the fullness 
of their knowledge of football by the end of December 
when, sitting together at lunch, my two oldest were 

distracted from conversation by 
a college football game on the 
TV in the restaurant.  Th ey 
were arguing whether or not 
the player caught the ball as 
the re-runs of the play kept 
running across the screen.   

Soon enough, Eagles hats 
alone were insufficient—they 
needed some serious gear. 
Sofiya, as the eldest, petitioned 

to get numbered jerseys before the Super Bowl.  By then, 
she understood Dad well enough to know there was a 
decent chance he would agree.                           
                                                               (continued on page 2)

Thank you for your continued support!  
Please Pray For . . .  

• Vicar Joe Schlie and his wife Kristen 
• Pastor Kieselowsky and his family 
• Marriage of a young couple who have been attending Logos 
• Pakastani medical student working toward confirmation in the faith 
• Vicarage placement service at the end of April 
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In Acts chapter 6 the apostles were 
stretched to their limits. Th eir hearts 
were willing to serve, but physically they 
c o u l d n o t m a n a g e a l l o f t h e 

re spons ib i l i t i e s . So, “ the twe l ve 
summoned the full number of the disciples 

and said, ‘It is not right that we should give up 
preaching the word of God to serve tables. Th erefore, 
brothers, pick out from among you seven men of good 
repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will 
appoint to this duty. But we will devote ourselves to 
prayer and to the ministry of the word.’” 

One of the challenges to starting a new congregation is 
the lack of full-time leadership from within the church. 
There are no elders, no trustees, no fi nance chair, no 
stewardship committee, no altar guild. All of these 
responsibilities fall on whoever endeavors to plant the 
church. Logos Lutheran in the heart of Philadelphia is no 
different. Many of these necessary tasks that evolve out of 
a congregation fall on the shoulders of the pastor. 
However, much like the church in Acts chapter 6, this 
administrative work can draw him away from the 
ministry of the word and prayer. That is where having a 
vicar comes in handy.  

I am very grateful for all of the opportunities I have been 
given to teach and to preach under pastor’s supervision, 
but I am also thankful for the work of deacon that has 
been appointed as some of my duties. Opening and 
closing the church. Setting up for communion. Counting 
and depositing the offering. Making the bulletins. 
Playing the liturgy and hymns on 
the iPad during the service. These 
are but a few of my weekly tasks.  

O n e o f t h e m o r e u n i q u e 
opportunities of serving in an 
urban vicarage is that there are 
always people wandering into the 
church from the streets. In 
particular, I have gotten to know a 
man named Tim who is poor and 
nearly blind. He came into our 
church because he couldn’t see to 

Vicar as Deacon 

read the scriptures but was willing to hear them read aloud.  
Since Tim expressed an interest in the Lutheran faith, we 
have been meeting weekly to discuss the catechism and other 
aspects of his life. Sometimes people just need an ear that is 
willing to listen.  

As many who serve in the more administrative functions of 
the church know, they are not the most glamorous of tasks. In 
fact, they mostly go unnoticed, unless, of course, something 
goes wrong. Filling these diaconal roles has been a humbling 
and invaluable experience. Seeing and doing all that goes on 
behind the scenes of a congregation has led me to a greater 
appreciation of those who serve the church in whatever role 
that may be.  

Please continue to pray for the work being done at Logos, 
and for those who gather weekly to hear the word.

Dear Father in Heaven (continued from page 1) 

The imagery throughout Scripture of Father and child is not 
arbitrary.  It is purposeful.  As we know the Father, we 
understand His gracious nature and look to Him for every 
good thing.  Stability for those we seek to reach in 
Philadelphia will be found in a solid foundation in the 
knowledge of their Creator.   

As enjoyable and important as community is, the church is 
more than just a club with members.  It is a place where 
people are confronted with the reality of sin and the need for 
a savior, re-orienting their knowledge of themselves, their 
Creator and what this life should look like. 

Christ gives us the means by which this occurs, most 
especially through preaching, instruction in the Scriptures, 
reception of the Sacraments, regular worship, prayer, and 
pastoral care. Th ese are what drive our focus and make us 
unique.  They are what Philadelphia desperately needs.

by Vicar Joe Schlie

Last fall, I moved to Philadelphia in order to pursue a 
Ph.D. at the University of Pennsylvania. Since then, Logos 
Lutheran has been quite literally a Godsend as I 
make the effort to follow my vocation.  

Coming out of my undergraduate, I was hungry 
for a tradition of worship that ministered to the 
whole person, body and soul. This meant finding 
something very different than what I knew from 
the nondenominational church in which I grew 
up. I wanted to fi nd a church that recognized 
the value of two thousand years of Christian 
history and liturgy. In my two years as a Master’s 
student, I was blessed to explore Lutheran 
teaching initially through the University Lutheran Chapel 
at the University of Colorado. It was through campus 
ministry that I was first confirmed in the LCMS.  

When I picked up and moved to Penn, however, I thought 
it would be difficult to fi nd a church home. I have no 
vehicle and had built my plans for transportation around 
what was available in the city.  It would have been a 
considerable logistical and financial challenge to travel too 
far to get to church.  Before I found Logos, I was 
concerned that I might have to settle for a less-than-ideal 
church situation.  

Thanks to the presence of Logos in the city, though, I have 
much more opportunity to ground my work and daily life 

in faithfulness to Christ. 
Because of its location, I am 
able to participate in rich, 
weekly Divine Service and 
mid-week Bible study and 
prayer.  Pastor Kieselowsky 
and all who contribute to 
keeping Logos’ doors open are 
providing much needed light 
in the midst of the city.  I’m 
grateful to have been able to 

find a home among God’s people.     

In PLM News . . .  
• We have welcomed a number of university students 

this year to Logos Lutheran.  One Pakistani medical 
student has expressed interest in learning more about 
the Lutheran faith and working toward confirmation 
in the faith.   

• Pastor Kieselowsky looks forward to officiating the 
wedding of one young couple who have been regularly 
attending Logos Lutheran.  

• The vicarage placement services take place at the end 
of April. We will learn who our next vicar will be 
then.   

Finding Logos Lutheran in the City

by Kyle West

Tim at our weekly  
meeting for coffee and 
instruction 
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Ministry in Philadelphia, especially in 
establishing Logos Lutheran, aims to create 
sons and daughters of their dear Father in 
heaven.  People we encounter need to know 

that they are created beings, not the Creator.  
They need to know that their heavenly Father, 

their Creator, is not a vengeful, capricious God like the gods 
of ancient Rome, gleefully punishing those who mess up or 
toying with people.  Instead, we pray they come to 
understand God as the one who created all of humanity so 
that He might give it all manner of good, and that their 
pursuits away from the created order are not for their good 
and ultimate benefit.  

As a result of sin and the fall, we are in a natural state of 
rebellion toward God.  To bring us back to union with our 
Creator, He sent His Son, the very image and likeness of the 
Father, so that the image and likeness in which we were 
created might be restored. As Jesus Himself taught, “I 
am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me. If you had known me, you 
would have known my Father also” ( John 14:6,7). 

Thus, we proclaim at Logos Lutheran that we are 
brought into the presence of God the Father through 
Christ crucified, who suffered as our substitute, rested 
in the tomb, rose again on the third day, and ascended 
to the right hand of the Father.  And by the Holy 
Spirit’s gracious presence, those who hear the 
proclamation can believe and know the Creator.   

Luther's explanation of the fi rst petition begins, 
“With these words God tenderly invites us to believe that 
we are His true children, so that with all boldness and 
confidence we may ask Him as dear children ask their dear 
Father.” This relationship forms how we view this life.
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