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Proclaiming Liberty in Christ in the City
NEWSLETTER | CHRISTMAS 2020
And Was Made Man
by Rev Rob Kieselowsky
Executive Director
Why does the church persist in saying the creed as
frequently as possible?
What benefit comes from
repeating the words “I believe in Jesus Christ . . . who for us
men and for our salvation . . . was incarnate . . . and was
made man” in the life of a Christian?
Those words put everything into perspective. Reciting the
creed is an act of defiance—we shake our fists in the face
of devil, death and disease (even COVID) and declare
Christ victorious over it all. Christ has died to overcome
all of these things, and we need that reminder regularly,
especially in diﬃcult years such as this.

Thank you for your continued support!
Please Pray For . . .
•
•
•
•
•
•

Logos Lutheran as it continues to meet under
pandemic restrictions
a recent university graduate continuing instruction
with Pr Kieselowsky who will be confirmed in January
the incarcerated at the Federal Detention Center where visitors are still not allowed
Vicar Anthony Mandile
Pastor Kieselowsky and his family
University students many of whom study online

We’ve had a surprising number of visitors this year—
some who come to church one Sunday and some whom
Christ sends for much longer. One person exclaimed
upon seeing our house for the first time, “Oh, you
live in the city!” We are indeed down in the middle of
things, close to Center City. And I view life in the city as
a reflection of what Christ does in all times and in all
places—He lives among His people. Christ was born in
a particular time and place for the benefit and salvation
of mankind throughout all time and in all places. In
flesh, He continues His work, even during a pandemic
and national unrest.
It’s important that Philadelphia Lutheran Ministries
maintain its focus on ministry in the city. The voting
trends in November’s election vividly showed an
American landscape in which much of the nation set
itself against urban areas. The creed reminds us to view
the stark contrast of politics within a greater perspective.
Cities are more than their government policy: they are

places full of people for whom Christ died. Christ does
not avoid urban areas but comes to people in their sin
through His word and sacraments. Whenever I look at
these contrasts and the size of the metropolitan area, I
feel overwhelmed. The creed focuses my purpose back
onto Christ and His work on the behalf of all people in
Philadelphia.
The words of the creed give meaning and significance to
every seemingly small action in the work of the church. It
gives purpose to our existence. As an example,
throughout a year full of uncertainty, Christ has allowed
us to partner with a group of Ethiopian Christians who
this year have become a congregation within the LC-MS.
They are looking forward to being part of a larger group
in the Lutheran tradition, and we look forward to
connecting with saints of Ethiopian background through
this congregation. Who can predict the way the Lord
works, even amid a pandemic?
Philadelphia Lutheran Ministries exists for these times, to
enliven the city through Christ’s living word and to show
that Christ was made man for our salvation.
Please remember Philadelphia Lutheran Ministries in your
year-end giving to help us meet our budget after a year of
irregular giving. We rely heavily upon individual and
church donations to sustain the ministry of Christ in
Philadelphia.
Thank you for your continued prayers and support for our
work in the city!
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Celebrations and Community

By Vicar Anthony Mandile
Each vicar who comes to serve with
Philadelphia Lutheran Ministries is
tasked with helping to sustain a
physical presence in the city, to keep
Christ visible to anyone He sends our
way. The vicars maintain and update the
PLM Facebook and Instagram accounts
and the content on its website. We assist in regularly
scheduled services on Sundays and Wednesdays, so
people know where to find us.
Before this time of pandemic, past vicars of PLM spent
time at the campuses of Temple, Drexel, and the
University of Pennsylvania. The goal was simply to sit in
coﬀee shops or in student common areas to initiate
conversation and to represent Christ clearly to those who
moved through the space. But now that undergraduate
programs have all been moved online, the campuses of
Philadelphia no longer provide a high-traﬃc location to
be a visible presence.
So, this year, I decided to make the steps of the church
building my location to be present and visible. Since
arriving in Philadelphia, I have been able to sit on the
Broad Street steps at a regular time each week. Broad
Street is the widest
major arterial street in
t h e c i t y, a n d i t
stretches for nearly
thirteen miles.
There is always a fair
amount of foot traﬃc
during the afternoon
when I am there. I sit
across the street from
a newly renovated
building, (left) which
now has dozens of
new apartments and a
bustling new cafe on
street level.

When classes are in session at Benjamin Franklin High
School, located just a few blocks down the street,
students and teachers pass by the church in the
afternoon, and people walk up and down the street
between subway stops.
While sitting on the church steps, I have the opportunity
to greet those who pass by. A woman who was working
as a Lyft driver stopped to ask me about the Ephesians
commentary I was reading. On another occasion, an
elderly gentleman stopped to talk just because he was so
surprised seeing a young man my age wearing a clerical
collar. I’ve been able to provide help to pedestrians who
need directions, and I have bottles of water and granola
bars to give out to those in need.

With more people telecommuting, students studying
virtually, and cities limiting indoor dining, people at
Logos Lutheran have had to get creative to put together
social activities for the congregation to enjoy.
Pastor Kieselowsky preached at a September wedding for
two members of Logos Lutheran (left), and the
congregation at Logos celebrated in November with an
apple-themed reception (below left).
Vicar Mandile has also organized meals at outdoor popup restaurants and game nights (below) over the past few
months.

While these various interactions and opportunities to
help pedestrians
are encouraging,
the
most
important part of
sitting on the
steps is being a
presence.
Our God works
through means.
Our Lord Jesus
continues to make
his visitation to
the people of
Philadelphia
through His
Church. It is my
prayer that the
people who see me, with the gates and doors to the
church open behind me, will realize that the church is
still alive and active and here for them. The Church is
still here, in Center City, to bring Christ’s word and
sacrament to the people of Philadelphia.
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Celebrations and Community

By Vicar Anthony Mandile
Each vicar who comes to serve with
Philadelphia Lutheran Ministries is
tasked with helping to sustain a
physical presence in the city, to keep
Christ visible to anyone He sends our
way. The vicars maintain and update the
PLM Facebook and Instagram accounts
and the content on its website. We assist in regularly
scheduled services on Sundays and Wednesdays, so
people know where to find us.
Before this time of pandemic, past vicars of PLM spent
time at the campuses of Temple, Drexel, and the
University of Pennsylvania. The goal was simply to sit in
coﬀee shops or in student common areas to initiate
conversation and to represent Christ clearly to those who
moved through the space. But now that undergraduate
programs have all been moved online, the campuses of
Philadelphia no longer provide a high-traﬃc location to
be a visible presence.
So, this year, I decided to make the steps of the church
building my location to be present and visible. Since
arriving in Philadelphia, I have been able to sit on the
Broad Street steps at a regular time each week. Broad
Street is the widest
major arterial street in
t h e c i t y, a n d i t
stretches for nearly
thirteen miles.
There is always a fair
amount of foot traﬃc
during the afternoon
when I am there. I sit
across the street from
a newly renovated
building, (left) which
now has dozens of
new apartments and a
bustling new cafe on
street level.

When classes are in session at Benjamin Franklin High
School, located just a few blocks down the street,
students and teachers pass by the church in the
afternoon, and people walk up and down the street
between subway stops.
While sitting on the church steps, I have the opportunity
to greet those who pass by. A woman who was working
as a Lyft driver stopped to ask me about the Ephesians
commentary I was reading. On another occasion, an
elderly gentleman stopped to talk just because he was so
surprised seeing a young man my age wearing a clerical
collar. I’ve been able to provide help to pedestrians who
need directions, and I have bottles of water and granola
bars to give out to those in need.

With more people telecommuting, students studying
virtually, and cities limiting indoor dining, people at
Logos Lutheran have had to get creative to put together
social activities for the congregation to enjoy.
Pastor Kieselowsky preached at a September wedding for
two members of Logos Lutheran (left), and the
congregation at Logos celebrated in November with an
apple-themed reception (below left).
Vicar Mandile has also organized meals at outdoor popup restaurants and game nights (below) over the past few
months.

While these various interactions and opportunities to
help pedestrians
are encouraging,
the
most
important part of
sitting on the
steps is being a
presence.
Our God works
through means.
Our Lord Jesus
continues to make
his visitation to
the people of
Philadelphia
through His
Church. It is my
prayer that the
people who see me, with the gates and doors to the
church open behind me, will realize that the church is
still alive and active and here for them. The Church is
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Proclaiming Liberty in Christ in the City
NEWSLETTER | CHRISTMAS 2020
And Was Made Man
by Rev Rob Kieselowsky
Executive Director
Why does the church persist in saying the creed as
frequently as possible?
What benefit comes from
repeating the words “I believe in Jesus Christ . . . who for us
men and for our salvation . . . was incarnate . . . and was
made man” in the life of a Christian?
Those words put everything into perspective. Reciting the
creed is an act of defiance—we shake our fists in the face
of devil, death and disease (even COVID) and declare
Christ victorious over it all. Christ has died to overcome
all of these things, and we need that reminder regularly,
especially in diﬃcult years such as this.

Thank you for your continued support!
Please Pray For . . .
•
•
•
•
•
•

Logos Lutheran as it continues to meet under
pandemic restrictions
a recent university graduate continuing instruction
with Pr Kieselowsky who will be confirmed in January
the incarcerated at the Federal Detention Center where visitors are still not allowed
Vicar Anthony Mandile
Pastor Kieselowsky and his family
University students many of whom study online

We’ve had a surprising number of visitors this year—
some who come to church one Sunday and some whom
Christ sends for much longer. One person exclaimed
upon seeing our house for the first time, “Oh, you
live in the city!” We are indeed down in the middle of
things, close to Center City. And I view life in the city as
a reflection of what Christ does in all times and in all
places—He lives among His people. Christ was born in
a particular time and place for the benefit and salvation
of mankind throughout all time and in all places. In
flesh, He continues His work, even during a pandemic
and national unrest.
It’s important that Philadelphia Lutheran Ministries
maintain its focus on ministry in the city. The voting
trends in November’s election vividly showed an
American landscape in which much of the nation set
itself against urban areas. The creed reminds us to view
the stark contrast of politics within a greater perspective.
Cities are more than their government policy: they are

places full of people for whom Christ died. Christ does
not avoid urban areas but comes to people in their sin
through His word and sacraments. Whenever I look at
these contrasts and the size of the metropolitan area, I
feel overwhelmed. The creed focuses my purpose back
onto Christ and His work on the behalf of all people in
Philadelphia.
The words of the creed give meaning and significance to
every seemingly small action in the work of the church. It
gives purpose to our existence. As an example,
throughout a year full of uncertainty, Christ has allowed
us to partner with a group of Ethiopian Christians who
this year have become a congregation within the LC-MS.
They are looking forward to being part of a larger group
in the Lutheran tradition, and we look forward to
connecting with saints of Ethiopian background through
this congregation. Who can predict the way the Lord
works, even amid a pandemic?
Philadelphia Lutheran Ministries exists for these times, to
enliven the city through Christ’s living word and to show
that Christ was made man for our salvation.
Please remember Philadelphia Lutheran Ministries in your
year-end giving to help us meet our budget after a year of
irregular giving. We rely heavily upon individual and
church donations to sustain the ministry of Christ in
Philadelphia.
Thank you for your continued prayers and support for our
work in the city!

NON PROFIT ORG
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
ST LOUIS, MO
PERMIT NO. 146

P.O. Box 15155
Philadelphia, PA 19130
Address Service Requested

Proclaiming Liberty in Christ in the City
NEWSLETTER | REFORMATION 2020
Peace and Quietness
by Rev Rob Kieselowsky
Executive Director
Late one night this summer, a group of young men
raided the gas station across the intersection from our
house to get the money from its ATM. The explosion
blew the façade oﬀ the station kiosk and shook our
house. A few days later, another group successfully
raided the ATM in a Chinese restaurant in broad
daylight in full view of our kitchen window by
orchestrating a distraction further down the street to
keep the police at bay.
We are used to seeing protests and cycles of civil unrest
in the city, but our neighborhood rarely sees this kind of
looting. It rattled us. Quite literally.

Thank you for your continued support!
Please Pray For . . .
• Logos Lutheran as services and mid-week Bible
study resumed in the summer

• a recent university graduate continuing
•
•
•
•

confirmation instruction with Pr Kieselowsky
the incarcerated at the Federal Detention Center where visitors are still not allowed
Vicar Anthony Mandile
Pastor Kieselowsky and his family
University students many of whom study online

Few of us would choose the words peaceful and quiet to
describe the past few months, even in areas less impacted
by shutdowns, curfews, and protests. In particular,
though, these two events have given me a new
perspective on a prayer from the Vespers service in the
Lutheran Service Book, a prayer we pray each
Wednesday during weekly Bible study:
O God, from whom come all holy desires,
all good counsels, and all good works,
give to us, Your servants,
that peace which the world cannot give
that our hearts may be set to obey
Your commandments and also that we,
being defended from the fear of our enemies,
may live in peace and quietness;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. AMEN.

Where do we find this peaceful life?
St Paul suggests, “First of all, then, I urge that
supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be
made for all people, for kings and all who are in high
positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly
and dignified in every way. This is good, and it is pleasing
in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all people to
be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth” (I
Timothy 2:1-4).
Across America, communities have been struggling with
what role authorities play in promoting peace and
dignified lives for their citizens, especially in the face of
government-mandated lockdowns, racial protests, and the
vitriol that comes with a national election. Luther,
though, in his commentary on I Timothy, makes the
connection for us: “If we pray for public oﬃcials, this is
the fruit: to lead a placid, quiet, peaceful life . . . when
[public oﬃcials] have peace, we have peace, too. So, we
must pray also on behalf of evil men.”
It is easy to blow things up and tear them down—gas
stations and churches alike. Chaos comes easily to sinful
humans whose careless and rebellious actions undermine
the authority in their lives. As hard as it is to believe,
God establishes order through imperfect and fallen public
oﬃcials who He charges with the responsibility to reward
good and punish evil. In a democratic system, that means
we pray for those who run for oﬃce and for those placed
in oﬃce, that they would maintain order for us all.
Please continue to pray for the peace of the city and for
its stability. Pray for us as well as we live and work in the
city. The last few months have been discouraging in some
ways, but Christ builds His church how, where and when
He wills.
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Year in Review

Continuing the Work of the Church

By Zachariah Burgdorf

By Rev Kieselowsky

As I look back upon my year serving
Philadelphia Lutheran Ministries as a
vicar, one thing becomes clear: this
did not go as planned. Between a
pandemic, civil unrest, city-wide
protests, the birth of a child, and
living in a new city, I experienced
a far crazier year than I could
have anticipated. Nothing went
according to plan.
But living in the city, we expect things to change.
People come and go in the city, businesses open
and close, buildings are built and torn down
constantly. Life in the city is fast-paced and full of
changes, and this vicarage is no diﬀerent.
The world is fleeting, and its morals change year by
year, perhaps because of a pandemic or because of
social unrest or so many other reasons. Even in the few
hundred years between the beginning of our country and
now, what Americans consider “moral” and “upright” has
shifted a great deal. If we follow the way of the world, we
follow an ever-changing nebulous moral code that
preaches no objective truth.

If you had told me at the beginning of my vicarage that
for a good three months we would be unable to meet for
service, most of the interactions with people would be
online, we would need to wear masks, and we would take
extraordinary precautions including meeting in small
groups for the sacrament, I would have thought you were
crazy. But this is the work of the church, preaching and
remaining constant in a world fraught
with changes and lack of stability. So
here we are and here we will remain,
preaching, teaching, and proclaiming
the ever-consistent truth of Christ
crucified to a city that is everchanging and seeking the truth.
(left) Zachariah Burgdorf packs the truck to leave
Philadelphia at the end of his vicarage year.

Family Retreat
In September, we enjoyed a one-day retreat for families
of local Lutheran churches. A handful of families
gathered for prayer, singing, and activities for the youth.
We are grateful to Mount Calvary (Lititz, PA) for
allowing the group to use its facilities.

It’s common to think of cities as centers of worldly views.
It’s common to think of cities as places of constant
change and places of transition, and many problems in
the city are brought forth by constant change. But the
fact that everything changes is precisely why the Gospel
of Christ is so important here. In the midst of a
changing world, we are called to preach the ever-constant
Gospel. The Gospel of Christ is the same yesterday, today,
and tomorrow.

T

I would have never predicted that a mission church in
the heart of Philadelphia would welcome newcomers
during government restrictions and civil unrest, but I
rejoice for the visitors who have joined us, for two men
who have specifically inquired into the faith, and for a
recent Temple graduate who has been meeting with me
for instruction.
In August, after studying Lutheran teaching with me for
months, a doctoral
student was confirmed
in the faith at Logos
Lutheran (right). We
give thanks to Christ for
his presence with us and
for continually
gathering his sheep and
strengthening their faith
through his Word and
his precious body and
blood given for the
forgiveness of sins.

Oromo Congregation Constituted
Rev Kieselowsky, over the course of the year, had
shepherded a group of Oromo Christians from Ethiopia
through the process of joining the LC-MS. They are
especially asking for assistance with their children, many
of whom have been born in the U.S. and do not have
strong connections to their parents’ culture.
In August, Rev Kieselowsky had the privilege of
participating in a signing the paperwork (below) to make
the congregation
part of the
Lutheran ChurchMissouri Synod.
We give thanks for
G o d ’s w o r k o f
faith in this
congregation.

In a city where consistency is rare, the church oﬀers
something much needed, objective truth. A truth that
proclaims to us our sins as well as our savior. This is the
work I was placed here in Philadelphia to do. This is the
work Philadelphia Lutheran Ministries is dedicated to
doing, no matter the diﬃculties.
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Vicar Anthony Mandile
On July 18, Anthony Mandile headed
north from the Florida Keys, and he
arrived a few days later in
Philadelphia to begin his year-long
vicarage with Philadelphia Lutheran
Ministries (right).
This marks a return to Pennsylvania,
where he lived for eleven years when
his father served Immanuel Lutheran
Church in Scranton, PA. Over those years, Vicar Mandile
regularly played organ at a sister church, Our Savior
Lutheran Church in Mount Pocono, PA and participated
in coordinated activities with other local churches, St
Stephen’s and Peace Lutheran.
When his father accepted a call to serve in Florida, Vicar
Mandile headed to Concordia University Wisconsin. In
four years, he earned a bachelors in Accounting and an
MBA with a concentration in Innovation and
Entrepreneurship. He participated in two internships, the
first at Bank Mutual, a regional bank, in the Internal
Audit Department. The following summer, Vicar Mandile
worked at Concordia Plan Services in the Business
Analyst Program.
When Vicar Mandile talks about experiences that nudged
him toward ministry from business, he mentions two in
particular: the internship in St Louis in the Synod oﬃces
and international travel to Israel. More specifically, he
observes that he felt overwhelmed when visiting sites
where significant biblical events took place—especially the
Temple Mount and the Sea of Galilee—but thought
afterward about how God meets with his people not in
far-oﬀ sites but at the very altar where we receive the body
and blood of Christ. The travel informed the vicar’s
understanding of the events and setting of Scripture while
pointing his attention to Christ’s gifts he had received
from the hands of pastors in so many diﬀerent locations.
A few weeks after starting the vicarage year, he was able to
begin leading the weekly Bible study in person (rather
than Zoom) and is now helping with confirmation classes
and services at two locations each week.

(clockwise from top): Vicar Mandile teaches attendees a hymn; students
put together glass mosaics; Rev Seiﬀerlein races for the ball.
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Year in Review

Continuing the Work of the Church

By Zachariah Burgdorf

By Rev Kieselowsky

As I look back upon my year serving
Philadelphia Lutheran Ministries as a
vicar, one thing becomes clear: this
did not go as planned. Between a
pandemic, civil unrest, city-wide
protests, the birth of a child, and
living in a new city, I experienced
a far crazier year than I could
have anticipated. Nothing went
according to plan.
But living in the city, we expect things to change.
People come and go in the city, businesses open
and close, buildings are built and torn down
constantly. Life in the city is fast-paced and full of
changes, and this vicarage is no diﬀerent.
The world is fleeting, and its morals change year by
year, perhaps because of a pandemic or because of
social unrest or so many other reasons. Even in the few
hundred years between the beginning of our country and
now, what Americans consider “moral” and “upright” has
shifted a great deal. If we follow the way of the world, we
follow an ever-changing nebulous moral code that
preaches no objective truth.

If you had told me at the beginning of my vicarage that
for a good three months we would be unable to meet for
service, most of the interactions with people would be
online, we would need to wear masks, and we would take
extraordinary precautions including meeting in small
groups for the sacrament, I would have thought you were
crazy. But this is the work of the church, preaching and
remaining constant in a world fraught
with changes and lack of stability. So
here we are and here we will remain,
preaching, teaching, and proclaiming
the ever-consistent truth of Christ
crucified to a city that is everchanging and seeking the truth.
(left) Zachariah Burgdorf packs the truck to leave
Philadelphia at the end of his vicarage year.

Family Retreat
In September, we enjoyed a one-day retreat for families
of local Lutheran churches. A handful of families
gathered for prayer, singing, and activities for the youth.
We are grateful to Mount Calvary (Lititz, PA) for
allowing the group to use its facilities.

It’s common to think of cities as centers of worldly views.
It’s common to think of cities as places of constant
change and places of transition, and many problems in
the city are brought forth by constant change. But the
fact that everything changes is precisely why the Gospel
of Christ is so important here. In the midst of a
changing world, we are called to preach the ever-constant
Gospel. The Gospel of Christ is the same yesterday, today,
and tomorrow.
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I would have never predicted that a mission church in
the heart of Philadelphia would welcome newcomers
during government restrictions and civil unrest, but I
rejoice for the visitors who have joined us, for two men
who have specifically inquired into the faith, and for a
recent Temple graduate who has been meeting with me
for instruction.
In August, after studying Lutheran teaching with me for
months, a doctoral
student was confirmed
in the faith at Logos
Lutheran (right). We
give thanks to Christ for
his presence with us and
for continually
gathering his sheep and
strengthening their faith
through his Word and
his precious body and
blood given for the
forgiveness of sins.

Oromo Congregation Constituted
Rev Kieselowsky, over the course of the year, had
shepherded a group of Oromo Christians from Ethiopia
through the process of joining the LC-MS. They are
especially asking for assistance with their children, many
of whom have been born in the U.S. and do not have
strong connections to their parents’ culture.
In August, Rev Kieselowsky had the privilege of
participating in a signing the paperwork (below) to make
the congregation
part of the
Lutheran ChurchMissouri Synod.
We give thanks for
G o d ’s w o r k o f
faith in this
congregation.

In a city where consistency is rare, the church oﬀers
something much needed, objective truth. A truth that
proclaims to us our sins as well as our savior. This is the
work I was placed here in Philadelphia to do. This is the
work Philadelphia Lutheran Ministries is dedicated to
doing, no matter the diﬃculties.
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Vicar Anthony Mandile
On July 18, Anthony Mandile headed
north from the Florida Keys, and he
arrived a few days later in
Philadelphia to begin his year-long
vicarage with Philadelphia Lutheran
Ministries (right).
This marks a return to Pennsylvania,
where he lived for eleven years when
his father served Immanuel Lutheran
Church in Scranton, PA. Over those years, Vicar Mandile
regularly played organ at a sister church, Our Savior
Lutheran Church in Mount Pocono, PA and participated
in coordinated activities with other local churches, St
Stephen’s and Peace Lutheran.
When his father accepted a call to serve in Florida, Vicar
Mandile headed to Concordia University Wisconsin. In
four years, he earned a bachelors in Accounting and an
MBA with a concentration in Innovation and
Entrepreneurship. He participated in two internships, the
first at Bank Mutual, a regional bank, in the Internal
Audit Department. The following summer, Vicar Mandile
worked at Concordia Plan Services in the Business
Analyst Program.
When Vicar Mandile talks about experiences that nudged
him toward ministry from business, he mentions two in
particular: the internship in St Louis in the Synod oﬃces
and international travel to Israel. More specifically, he
observes that he felt overwhelmed when visiting sites
where significant biblical events took place—especially the
Temple Mount and the Sea of Galilee—but thought
afterward about how God meets with his people not in
far-oﬀ sites but at the very altar where we receive the body
and blood of Christ. The travel informed the vicar’s
understanding of the events and setting of Scripture while
pointing his attention to Christ’s gifts he had received
from the hands of pastors in so many diﬀerent locations.
A few weeks after starting the vicarage year, he was able to
begin leading the weekly Bible study in person (rather
than Zoom) and is now helping with confirmation classes
and services at two locations each week.

(clockwise from top): Vicar Mandile teaches attendees a hymn; students
put together glass mosaics; Rev Seiﬀerlein races for the ball.
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NEWSLETTER | REFORMATION 2020
Peace and Quietness
by Rev Rob Kieselowsky
Executive Director
Late one night this summer, a group of young men
raided the gas station across the intersection from our
house to get the money from its ATM. The explosion
blew the façade oﬀ the station kiosk and shook our
house. A few days later, another group successfully
raided the ATM in a Chinese restaurant in broad
daylight in full view of our kitchen window by
orchestrating a distraction further down the street to
keep the police at bay.
We are used to seeing protests and cycles of civil unrest
in the city, but our neighborhood rarely sees this kind of
looting. It rattled us. Quite literally.

Thank you for your continued support!
Please Pray For . . .
• Logos Lutheran as services and mid-week Bible
study resumed in the summer

• a recent university graduate continuing
•
•
•
•

confirmation instruction with Pr Kieselowsky
the incarcerated at the Federal Detention Center where visitors are still not allowed
Vicar Anthony Mandile
Pastor Kieselowsky and his family
University students many of whom study online

Few of us would choose the words peaceful and quiet to
describe the past few months, even in areas less impacted
by shutdowns, curfews, and protests. In particular,
though, these two events have given me a new
perspective on a prayer from the Vespers service in the
Lutheran Service Book, a prayer we pray each
Wednesday during weekly Bible study:
O God, from whom come all holy desires,
all good counsels, and all good works,
give to us, Your servants,
that peace which the world cannot give
that our hearts may be set to obey
Your commandments and also that we,
being defended from the fear of our enemies,
may live in peace and quietness;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. AMEN.

Where do we find this peaceful life?
St Paul suggests, “First of all, then, I urge that
supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be
made for all people, for kings and all who are in high
positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly
and dignified in every way. This is good, and it is pleasing
in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all people to
be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth” (I
Timothy 2:1-4).
Across America, communities have been struggling with
what role authorities play in promoting peace and
dignified lives for their citizens, especially in the face of
government-mandated lockdowns, racial protests, and the
vitriol that comes with a national election. Luther,
though, in his commentary on I Timothy, makes the
connection for us: “If we pray for public oﬃcials, this is
the fruit: to lead a placid, quiet, peaceful life . . . when
[public oﬃcials] have peace, we have peace, too. So, we
must pray also on behalf of evil men.”
It is easy to blow things up and tear them down—gas
stations and churches alike. Chaos comes easily to sinful
humans whose careless and rebellious actions undermine
the authority in their lives. As hard as it is to believe,
God establishes order through imperfect and fallen public
oﬃcials who He charges with the responsibility to reward
good and punish evil. In a democratic system, that means
we pray for those who run for oﬃce and for those placed
in oﬃce, that they would maintain order for us all.
Please continue to pray for the peace of the city and for
its stability. Pray for us as well as we live and work in the
city. The last few months have been discouraging in some
ways, but Christ builds His church how, where and when
He wills.
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Proclaiming Liberty in Christ in the City
NEWSLETTER | EASTER 2020
Easter Plunder
by Rev Rob Kieselowsky
Executive Director

I have a favorite Easter tradition that I keep with my
family: I play a recording from Handel’s oratorio,
I s r a e l i n E g y p t . L o u d l y. Tr i u m p h a n t l y.
Enthusiastically. Preferably early in the morning to
make sure everyone else is awake.
Some may not immediately think of the Exodus on
Easter morning, but the first Passover when God
freed his people from the hands of Egyptians sets the
context for Christ’s death and resurrection.
It
captures the magnificent way in which God always
delivers His people, plundering the false gods of this
world.

Thank you for your continued support!
Please Pray For . . .
• the incarcerated at the Federal Detention Center;
•
•
•
•
•

Bible studies have been suspended during the
pandemic and they are confined to their cells all day
Logos Lutheran leaders and members during these diﬃcult and bizarre days
a graduate student continuing confirmation instruction with Pr Kieselowsky
Vicar Zachariah Burgdorf, his wife Claire and their baby, John
campus outreach eﬀorts of Vicar Burgdorf
Pastor Kieselowsky and his family

In the story of Exodus, God sends Moses to declare
the release of His people. God tells Moses, “I AM
who I AM,” to emphasize that He will keep His
promises to defeat his enemies and bring the
Egyptian gods to their knees. At the end of Exodus
3, God gives very specific instructions to Moses
about what the people will take when they leave
Egypt. He ends with the words, “So shall you
plunder the Egyptians” (Exodus 3:22).
God’s name goes before Moses in power and great
glory to overwhelm Pharaoh and his army, picking
oﬀ each Egyptian god one at a time through signs
and plagues, until finally God’s people leave for the
Promised Land. And that is how God continues to
work to defeat sin, death and the devil.

The segment I usually play on Easter morning
begins with the song of Miriam:
Sing ye to the Lord;
For He has triumphed gloriously!
The horse and His rider He has thrown into the sea.
Through the passion, death and resurrection of
Christ, God defeats Satan. Christ continues to
plunder Satan’s domain through the baptismal work
of the church, claiming souls as His own and
stealing them from the clutches of sin and hell. We
rejoiced in March at the baptism of John Elijah, son
of our current vicar, as
he was snatched
from the kingdom
of darkness into the
kingdom of light.
W ith the strong
name of God—
Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit—Christ
claimed this child as
His own.
In recent weeks,
we’ve revisited the
idea of fighting an
enemy collectively.
Americans often
focus upon themselves as individuals, keeping their
lives in comfortable boxes. But a microscopic virus
has reminded us that there are some things that we
must face together in a coordinated eﬀort. It’s a
reminder that Christ’s church works collectively
according to Christ’s timing and gracious good will.
(continued on page 3)

P

H

I

L

A

D

E

L

P

H

I

A

L

U

T

H

E

R

A

N

M

I

N

I

S

T

R

I

E

S

City of Confusion

P

H

I

L

A

D

E

L

P

H

I

A

L

U

T

H

E

R

A

N

M

I

N

I

S

T

R

I

E

S

Easter Plunder (continued from page 1)

By Vicar Zach Burgdorf
I grew up in the suburbs, never
really venturing into the big cities
in the vicinity. Even St Louis,
the biggest city nearby, seemed
chaotic and busy. And yet, year
after year, people flock to cities to
find significance and meaning in
work, social groups, and cultural opportunities. They
go to cities to find like-minded people, especially
those who feel out of place in the smaller
communities they grew up in.
In the city, progressive ideology and cutting-edge
wisdom says that any idea can be tolerated, any
perverse thought has a support group dedicated to it.
The sin of humanity shines through. No matter how
destructive your habits, thoughts, or actions, given
enough people, you can find a place to belong. At
least, that is what conventional wisdom says.
But the great irony of urban living remains: even in
densely populated, bustling cities, people feel alone
and isolated. The hollow core of social groups and
work often fades after major life events, leaving
people wondering what they have been doing all
along. Support groups help for a time, buoying
determination, but many still question the purpose
of trying to push through the fog and desperation.
What are we trying to achieve?

Rather than just a wisdom of laws (do this or don't
do that), Solomon presents the Gospel of Christ
Crucified. He writes, “The fear of the Lord is the
beginning of Wisdom” (Proverbs 9:10). This
Wisdom of Christ’s atoning sacrifice for our sin is
not absent here in the city.
Solomon writes,
“Wisdom cries aloud in the street, in the markets
she raises her voice; at the head of the noisy streets
she cries out; at the entrance of the city gates she
speaks” (Proverbs 1:20-21). Wisdom is present here
in the preaching of the church, in the sacrament
oﬀered every week and the righteousness that
follows. Christians find significance and meaning
among the communion of saints and the blessed
presence of Christ.
The city can certainly seem like a chaotic and
isolating place, but there is peace and community
oﬀered with the sacrifice of Christ. His atoning
work lifts the human experience up out of the mire
and into the realm of heaven.
Christ is our
community; Christ is our wisdom; Christ is our
salvation. To Him be the glory forever and ever.

Maybe recent events have highlighted all of this
loneliness even more. It has at least brought the
issue of isolation that comes with social distancing
into the conversation.
During Wednesday night Bible study before Lent,
we worked through the book of Proverbs, a book of
wisdom written mainly by Solomon. Here in the
Word of God, we see a diﬀerent wisdom presented.

God continues to use the universal church to
triumph over Satan and to claim lives as His own.
That work continues in Philadelphia, even during the
restrictions handed down by the local authorities.
While the governor’s restrictions have meant that we
have not gathered as a whole congregation for
services, I have been allowed to oﬀer pastoral care to
families and individuals by meeting at the church.
Although most of the university students and young
professionals who regularly attend Logos Lutheran
have returned to family to ride out the COVID-19
crisis, a few have remained in the city.
The
congregation in Philadelphia cares for one another,
making sure individuals get the food and supplies
they need. Wednesday night service moved online,
but we continue to meet regularly to pray together,
study God’s Word, and check on one another’s wellbeing. We have enjoyed seeing one another across
the internet.
Together, as the church of Christ, we
uphold one another in prayer and
through God’s Word. You understand
the importance of the church working
together to the glory of Christ’s name,
which is why you have continued to
support our work in Philadelphia.
Thank you for your partnership,
particularly during these times of
uncertainty. We give thanks for your
generosity as Christ continues to use
His church to call people to Himself
and to free them from the clutches of
the evil one.

(above) The
Kieselowsky
family in March
(right) Pastor
Kieselowsky
meets with a
member of Logos
Lutheran.

(above) The Bible study at Logos Lutheran meets online during Lent for prayer
and study of God’s Word.

(right) A new member joins
Logos Lutheran.
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Easter Plunder (continued from page 1)

By Vicar Zach Burgdorf
I grew up in the suburbs, never
really venturing into the big cities
in the vicinity. Even St Louis,
the biggest city nearby, seemed
chaotic and busy. And yet, year
after year, people flock to cities to
find significance and meaning in
work, social groups, and cultural opportunities. They
go to cities to find like-minded people, especially
those who feel out of place in the smaller
communities they grew up in.
In the city, progressive ideology and cutting-edge
wisdom says that any idea can be tolerated, any
perverse thought has a support group dedicated to it.
The sin of humanity shines through. No matter how
destructive your habits, thoughts, or actions, given
enough people, you can find a place to belong. At
least, that is what conventional wisdom says.
But the great irony of urban living remains: even in
densely populated, bustling cities, people feel alone
and isolated. The hollow core of social groups and
work often fades after major life events, leaving
people wondering what they have been doing all
along. Support groups help for a time, buoying
determination, but many still question the purpose
of trying to push through the fog and desperation.
What are we trying to achieve?

Rather than just a wisdom of laws (do this or don't
do that), Solomon presents the Gospel of Christ
Crucified. He writes, “The fear of the Lord is the
beginning of Wisdom” (Proverbs 9:10). This
Wisdom of Christ’s atoning sacrifice for our sin is
not absent here in the city.
Solomon writes,
“Wisdom cries aloud in the street, in the markets
she raises her voice; at the head of the noisy streets
she cries out; at the entrance of the city gates she
speaks” (Proverbs 1:20-21). Wisdom is present here
in the preaching of the church, in the sacrament
oﬀered every week and the righteousness that
follows. Christians find significance and meaning
among the communion of saints and the blessed
presence of Christ.
The city can certainly seem like a chaotic and
isolating place, but there is peace and community
oﬀered with the sacrifice of Christ. His atoning
work lifts the human experience up out of the mire
and into the realm of heaven.
Christ is our
community; Christ is our wisdom; Christ is our
salvation. To Him be the glory forever and ever.

Maybe recent events have highlighted all of this
loneliness even more. It has at least brought the
issue of isolation that comes with social distancing
into the conversation.
During Wednesday night Bible study before Lent,
we worked through the book of Proverbs, a book of
wisdom written mainly by Solomon. Here in the
Word of God, we see a diﬀerent wisdom presented.

God continues to use the universal church to
triumph over Satan and to claim lives as His own.
That work continues in Philadelphia, even during the
restrictions handed down by the local authorities.
While the governor’s restrictions have meant that we
have not gathered as a whole congregation for
services, I have been allowed to oﬀer pastoral care to
families and individuals by meeting at the church.
Although most of the university students and young
professionals who regularly attend Logos Lutheran
have returned to family to ride out the COVID-19
crisis, a few have remained in the city.
The
congregation in Philadelphia cares for one another,
making sure individuals get the food and supplies
they need. Wednesday night service moved online,
but we continue to meet regularly to pray together,
study God’s Word, and check on one another’s wellbeing. We have enjoyed seeing one another across
the internet.
Together, as the church of Christ, we
uphold one another in prayer and
through God’s Word. You understand
the importance of the church working
together to the glory of Christ’s name,
which is why you have continued to
support our work in Philadelphia.
Thank you for your partnership,
particularly during these times of
uncertainty. We give thanks for your
generosity as Christ continues to use
His church to call people to Himself
and to free them from the clutches of
the evil one.

(above) The
Kieselowsky
family in March
(right) Pastor
Kieselowsky
meets with a
member of Logos
Lutheran.

(above) The Bible study at Logos Lutheran meets online during Lent for prayer
and study of God’s Word.

(right) A new member joins
Logos Lutheran.
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Proclaiming Liberty in Christ in the City
NEWSLETTER | EASTER 2020
Easter Plunder
by Rev Rob Kieselowsky
Executive Director

I have a favorite Easter tradition that I keep with my
family: I play a recording from Handel’s oratorio,
I s r a e l i n E g y p t . L o u d l y. Tr i u m p h a n t l y.
Enthusiastically. Preferably early in the morning to
make sure everyone else is awake.
Some may not immediately think of the Exodus on
Easter morning, but the first Passover when God
freed his people from the hands of Egyptians sets the
context for Christ’s death and resurrection.
It
captures the magnificent way in which God always
delivers His people, plundering the false gods of this
world.

Thank you for your continued support!
Please Pray For . . .
• the incarcerated at the Federal Detention Center;
•
•
•
•
•

Bible studies have been suspended during the
pandemic and they are confined to their cells all day
Logos Lutheran leaders and members during these diﬃcult and bizarre days
a graduate student continuing confirmation instruction with Pr Kieselowsky
Vicar Zachariah Burgdorf, his wife Claire and their baby, John
campus outreach eﬀorts of Vicar Burgdorf
Pastor Kieselowsky and his family

In the story of Exodus, God sends Moses to declare
the release of His people. God tells Moses, “I AM
who I AM,” to emphasize that He will keep His
promises to defeat his enemies and bring the
Egyptian gods to their knees. At the end of Exodus
3, God gives very specific instructions to Moses
about what the people will take when they leave
Egypt. He ends with the words, “So shall you
plunder the Egyptians” (Exodus 3:22).
God’s name goes before Moses in power and great
glory to overwhelm Pharaoh and his army, picking
oﬀ each Egyptian god one at a time through signs
and plagues, until finally God’s people leave for the
Promised Land. And that is how God continues to
work to defeat sin, death and the devil.

The segment I usually play on Easter morning
begins with the song of Miriam:
Sing ye to the Lord;
For He has triumphed gloriously!
The horse and His rider He has thrown into the sea.
Through the passion, death and resurrection of
Christ, God defeats Satan. Christ continues to
plunder Satan’s domain through the baptismal work
of the church, claiming souls as His own and
stealing them from the clutches of sin and hell. We
rejoiced in March at the baptism of John Elijah, son
of our current vicar, as
he was snatched
from the kingdom
of darkness into the
kingdom of light.
W ith the strong
name of God—
Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit—Christ
claimed this child as
His own.
In recent weeks,
we’ve revisited the
idea of fighting an
enemy collectively.
Americans often
focus upon themselves as individuals, keeping their
lives in comfortable boxes. But a microscopic virus
has reminded us that there are some things that we
must face together in a coordinated eﬀort. It’s a
reminder that Christ’s church works collectively
according to Christ’s timing and gracious good will.
(continued on page 3)

