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Dear Father in Heaven
by Rev Robert Kieselowsky
Executive Director
Ministry in Philadelphia, especially in
establishing Logos Lutheran, aims to create
sons and daughters of their dear Father in
heaven. People we encounter need to know
that they are created beings, not the Creator.
They need to know that their heavenly Father,
their Creator, is not a vengeful, capricious God like the gods
of ancient Rome, gleefully punishing those who mess up or
toying with people.
Instead, we pray they come to
understand God as the one who created all of humanity so
that He might give it all manner of good, and that their
pursuits away from the created order are not for their good
and ultimate benefit.

Thank you for your continued support!
Please Pray For . . .
•
•
•
•
•

Vicar Joe Schlie and his wife Kristen
Pastor Kieselowsky and his family
Marriage of a young couple who have been attending Logos
Pakastani medical student working toward confirmation in the faith
Vicarage placement service at the end of April

As a result of sin and the fall, we are in a natural state of
rebellion toward God. To bring us back to union with our
Creator, He sent His Son, the very image and likeness of the
Father, so that the image and likeness in which we were
created might be restored. As Jesus Himself taught, “I
am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through me. If you had known me, you
would have known my Father also” ( John 14:6,7).
Thus, we proclaim at Logos Lutheran that we are
brought into the presence of God the Father through
Christ crucified, who suﬀered as our substitute, rested
in the tomb, rose again on the third day, and ascended
to the right hand of the Father. And by the Holy
Spirit’s gracious presence, those who hear the
proclamation can believe and know the Creator.
Luther's explanation of the fi rst petition begins,
“With these words God tenderly invites us to believe that
we are His true children, so that with all boldness and
confidence we may ask Him as dear children ask their dear
Father.” This relationship forms how we view this life.

I cannot read, meditate or teach this portion of the
catechism without thinking of my four daughters, Sofiya,
Ella, EvaMarie and Lily. As a father of children ages 4-11,
I enjoy the close, cordial bond we share in this stage of life,
albeit full of ups and downs, and how love shows itself in
laughter, joy, discipline, accountability and maturity. As with
kids this age, I receive all sorts of requests from our little
petitioners. Th ey know when to ask and what to ask
because they know me pretty well. My daughters know me
well because of the time we spend together and the interests
that we share. And in reality, they know themselves a little
better because they know their father.
Recently, my daughters learned a great deal about their
father's long-time passion for the sport of football. The
euphoric season began when the hometown Eagles won a
game on a last-minute fi eld goal. I'm not sure when I've
seen my daughters so excited about something. The older
girls were able to sit through games, asked dozens of
questions, and as the team kept winning, they began to
understand the intricacies of the game. We took a family
vacation in late October, and they wanted to make sure we
would still be able to watch the game. I realized the fullness
of their knowledge of football by the end of December
when, sitting together at lunch, my two oldest were
distracted from conversation by
a college football game on the
TV in the restaurant. Th ey
were arguing whether or not
the player caught the ball as
the re-runs of the play kept
running across the screen.
Soon enough, Eagles hats
alone were insuﬃcient—they
needed some serious gear.
Sofiya, as the eldest, petitioned
to get numbered jerseys before the Super Bowl. By then,
she understood Dad well enough to know there was a
decent chance he would agree.
(continued on page 2)
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Finding Logos Lutheran in the City

Vicar as Deacon

by Kyle West

by Vicar Joe Schlie
In Acts chapter 6 the apostles were
stretched to their limits. Th eir hearts
were willing to serve, but physically they
could not manage all of the
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s . S o, “ t h e t w e l v e
summoned the full number of the disciples
and said, ‘It is not right that we should give up
preaching the word of God to serve tables. Th erefore,
brothers, pick out from among you seven men of good
repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will
appoint to this duty. But we will devote ourselves to
prayer and to the ministry of the word.’”
One of the challenges to starting a new congregation is
the lack of full-time leadership from within the church.
There are no elders, no trustees, no fi nance chair, no
stewardship committee, no altar guild. All of these
responsibilities fall on whoever endeavors to plant the
church. Logos Lutheran in the heart of Philadelphia is no
diﬀerent. Many of these necessary tasks that evolve out of
a congregation fall on the shoulders of the pastor.
However, much like the church in Acts chapter 6, this
administrative work can draw him away from the
ministry of the word and prayer. That is where having a
vicar comes in handy.
I am very grateful for all of the opportunities I have been
given to teach and to preach under pastor’s supervision,
but I am also thankful for the work of deacon that has
been appointed as some of my duties. Opening and
closing the church. Setting up for communion. Counting
and depositing the oﬀering. Making the bulletins.
Playing the liturgy and hymns on
the iPad during the service. These
are but a few of my weekly tasks.
One of the more unique
opportunities of serving in an
urban vicarage is that there are
always people wandering into the
church from the streets. In
particular, I have gotten to know a
man named Tim who is poor and
nearly blind. He came into our
church because he couldn’t see to

read the scriptures but was willing to hear them read aloud.
Since Tim expressed an interest in the Lutheran faith, we
have been meeting weekly to discuss the catechism and other
aspects of his life. Sometimes people just need an ear that is
willing to listen.
As many who serve in the more administrative functions of
the church know, they are not the most glamorous of tasks. In
fact, they mostly go unnoticed, unless, of course, something
goes wrong. Filling these diaconal roles has been a humbling
and invaluable experience. Seeing and doing all that goes on
behind the scenes of a congregation has led me to a greater
appreciation of those who serve the church in whatever role
that may be.
Please continue to pray for the work being done at Logos,
and for those who gather weekly to hear the word.

Dear Father in Heaven (continued from page 1)
The imagery throughout Scripture of Father and child is not
arbitrary. It is purposeful. As we know the Father, we
understand His gracious nature and look to Him for every
good thing.
Stability for those we seek to reach in
Philadelphia will be found in a solid foundation in the
knowledge of their Creator.
As enjoyable and important as community is, the church is
more than just a club with members. It is a place where
people are confronted with the reality of sin and the need for
a savior, re-orienting their knowledge of themselves, their
Creator and what this life should look like.
Christ gives us the means by which this occurs, most
especially through preaching, instruction in the Scriptures,
reception of the Sacraments, regular worship, prayer, and
pastoral care. Th ese are what drive our focus and make us
unique. They are what Philadelphia desperately needs.

Coming out of my undergraduate, I was hungry
for a tradition of worship that ministered to the
whole person, body and soul. This meant finding
something very diﬀerent than what I knew from
the nondenominational church in which I grew
up. I wanted to fi nd a church that recognized
the value of two thousand years of Christian
history and liturgy. In my two years as a Master’s
student, I was blessed to explore Lutheran
teaching initially through the University Lutheran Chapel
at the University of Colorado. It was through campus
ministry that I was first confirmed in the LCMS.
When I picked up and moved to Penn, however, I thought
it would be diﬃcult to fi nd a church home. I have no
vehicle and had built my plans for transportation around
what was available in the city. It would have been a
considerable logistical and financial challenge to travel too
far to get to church. Before I found Logos, I was
concerned that I might have to settle for a less-than-ideal
church situation.

Thanks to the presence of Logos in the city, though, I have
much more opportunity to ground my work and daily life
in faithfulness to Christ.
Because of its location, I am
able to participate in rich,
weekly Divine Service and
mid-week Bible study and
prayer.
Pastor Kieselowsky
and all who contribute to
keeping Logos’ doors open are
providing much needed light
in the midst of the city. I’m
grateful to have been able to
find a home among God’s people.
In PLM News . . .
• We have welcomed a number of university students
this year to Logos Lutheran. One Pakistani medical
student has expressed interest in learning more about
the Lutheran faith and working toward confirmation
in the faith.
• Pastor Kieselowsky looks forward to oﬃciating the
wedding of one young couple who have been regularly
attending Logos Lutheran.
• The vicarage placement services take place at the end
of April. We will learn who our next vicar will be
then.

Proclaiming Liberty in Christ to the City

Please contribute to the work of Christ in Philadelphia. Return this form with your check in the envelope
provided. Make checks payable to Philadelphia Lutheran Ministries.
Please ensure we have your correct contact information.
Name ____________________________________________________________
Street Address __________________________________ City _______________ State ______ Zip ______
Email address:__________________________________________________________________ (optional)

Donate online at phillyministries.org

Tim at our weekly
meeting for coﬀee and
instruction

P.O. Box 15155 Philadelphia, PA 19130

Last fall, I moved to Philadelphia in order to pursue a
Ph.D. at the University of Pennsylvania. Since then, Logos
Lutheran has been quite literally a Godsend as I
make the eﬀort to follow my vocation.

Your contribution to Philadelphia Lutheran Ministries is tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law. You will receive a letter as a tax receipt.
PLM is a Registered Service Organization (RSO) of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod.

www.phillyministries.org

P.O. Box 15155 Philadelphia, PA 19130

www.phillyministries.org
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Dear Father in Heaven
by Rev Robert Kieselowsky
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Ministry in Philadelphia, especially in
establishing Logos Lutheran, aims to create
sons and daughters of their dear Father in
heaven. People we encounter need to know
that they are created beings, not the Creator.
They need to know that their heavenly Father,
their Creator, is not a vengeful, capricious God like the gods
of ancient Rome, gleefully punishing those who mess up or
toying with people.
Instead, we pray they come to
understand God as the one who created all of humanity so
that He might give it all manner of good, and that their
pursuits away from the created order are not for their good
and ultimate benefit.
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As a result of sin and the fall, we are in a natural state of
rebellion toward God. To bring us back to union with our
Creator, He sent His Son, the very image and likeness of the
Father, so that the image and likeness in which we were
created might be restored. As Jesus Himself taught, “I
am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through me. If you had known me, you
would have known my Father also” ( John 14:6,7).
Thus, we proclaim at Logos Lutheran that we are
brought into the presence of God the Father through
Christ crucified, who suﬀered as our substitute, rested
in the tomb, rose again on the third day, and ascended
to the right hand of the Father. And by the Holy
Spirit’s gracious presence, those who hear the
proclamation can believe and know the Creator.
Luther's explanation of the fi rst petition begins,
“With these words God tenderly invites us to believe that
we are His true children, so that with all boldness and
confidence we may ask Him as dear children ask their dear
Father.” This relationship forms how we view this life.

I cannot read, meditate or teach this portion of the
catechism without thinking of my four daughters, Sofiya,
Ella, EvaMarie and Lily. As a father of children ages 4-11,
I enjoy the close, cordial bond we share in this stage of life,
albeit full of ups and downs, and how love shows itself in
laughter, joy, discipline, accountability and maturity. As with
kids this age, I receive all sorts of requests from our little
petitioners. Th ey know when to ask and what to ask
because they know me pretty well. My daughters know me
well because of the time we spend together and the interests
that we share. And in reality, they know themselves a little
better because they know their father.
Recently, my daughters learned a great deal about their
father's long-time passion for the sport of football. The
euphoric season began when the hometown Eagles won a
game on a last-minute fi eld goal. I'm not sure when I've
seen my daughters so excited about something. The older
girls were able to sit through games, asked dozens of
questions, and as the team kept winning, they began to
understand the intricacies of the game. We took a family
vacation in late October, and they wanted to make sure we
would still be able to watch the game. I realized the fullness
of their knowledge of football by the end of December
when, sitting together at lunch, my two oldest were
distracted from conversation by
a college football game on the
TV in the restaurant. Th ey
were arguing whether or not
the player caught the ball as
the re-runs of the play kept
running across the screen.
Soon enough, Eagles hats
alone were insuﬃcient—they
needed some serious gear.
Sofiya, as the eldest, petitioned
to get numbered jerseys before the Super Bowl. By then,
she understood Dad well enough to know there was a
decent chance he would agree.
(continued on page 2)

