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When Free Isn’t Good Enough
By Rev Robert Kieselowsky, Executive Director
It seems fairly obvious: people like free
stuﬀ. When I put out on the curb a
bicycle that our girls had outgrown,
someone took it within a half hour. We
regularly scour neighborhood exchanges
on Facebook for free items and gleefully
report our thrifty finds.
Free is good, right?
In Luke 14:15-24, Jesus tells a story about a man who
prepares a great banquet. But Jesus makes a startling
revelation as he continues, “And at the time for the
banquet he sent his servant to say to those who had been
invited, ‘Come, for everything is now ready.’ But they all
alike began to make excuses.”

Thank you for your continued support!
Please Pray For . . .
•
•
•
•
•

Newly confirmed members of Logos Lutheran
Bible Study at the Federal Detention Center
New students arriving at colleges and universities
Vicar Zachariah Burgdorf and wife Claire as they look forward to the birth of their
first child
Pastor Kieselowsky and his family as they begin a new school year

The invited guests have very specific excuses for not
accepting his invitation, and their care for work, money
and relationships blinds them to the value of the banquet
itself. Instead of rest, they reach for labor. Instead of a
table prepared for them, they choose to feed themselves.
Instead of fellowship around a feast, they isolate
themselves. Th ey put immediate, material things above
things that are eternal.
In our heavenly Father’s invitation, He oﬀers for free what
we need for the well-being of our souls. In the gospel,
Christ does the work of salvation for us through His
perfect life, suﬀering, death, and resurrection to give to us
the forgiveness of our sins. But in the face of His gracious
oﬀer, people fi nd excuses in their distraction by work,
money and relationships.

I see this vividly in the city of Philadelphia. The vicars
and I beg people to join Christ’s people at the banquet,
to receive Christ’s generosity, but they find all sorts of
reasons to refuse. City life inundates Philadelphians
with advertisements, sales pitches, and general noise.
Only the Holy Spirit cuts through all the chatter to
call people to repentance—the eye-catching, earsnatching attractions and responsibilities of this world,
especially things having to do with work, money and
relationships, easily take over lives.
In August, I set up a small water tent on Broad Street
during the annual Philly Free Streets event. During
Philly Free, the city shuts down traﬃc along the main
boulevard that cuts north-south through the city and
allows pedestrians, cyclists, and skaters to take over the
pavement for fi ve miles. Along the fi ve-mile stretch,
restaurants, labor unions,
schools, gyms, theaters,
and companies play
music and advertise their
services. I give out free
w a t e r t o e n c o u r a ge
people to talk to me and,
I hope, take a free copy
“Free Water” tent during Philly
of the Small Catechism.
Free Streets

It’s hard to give away that
water, let alone the gospel. People are cynical, hesitant
and distracted by the cares of this life. In many cases,
people have become jaded to a point that they don’t
believe there can be any good news at all.
(continued on page 3)
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Meet the Burgdorfs
Th i s s u m m e r, P h i l a d e l p h i a
Lutheran Ministries welcomed
its fourth vicar, Zachariah
Burgdorf, from Concordia
Theological Seminary (Fort
Wayne, IN). Christ has
graciously sent vicars to
Philadelphia with varied
skills and interests, each of
whom support the work of
PLM in his own unique way.
Each vicar arrives with prayer, a
serious desire to serve Christ, and
a hunger for the pure teaching of God’s Word. The year-long
vicarage program in Philadelphia exists to train future pastors
in many diﬀerent facets of ministry, from preaching and
teaching to outreach to the mundane task of printing
bulletins, and through that training, they help the ongoing
work of PLM greatly.
Zach, and his wife Claire, arrived in July eager to begin their
year-long service in Philadelphia. Zach, originally from
Round Rock, Texas, earned a degree in physics from Missouri
University of Science and Technology. He met his wife Claire
at the seminary where they are both students. While Zach
works as vicar for Philadelphia Lutheran Ministries, Claire
will serve Logos Lutheran as a deaconess field worker.
Previously, Vicar Burgdorf worked as a summer vicar in
Michigan, where he helped to lead Bible studies, preached
and cared for God’s people. During his time at the seminary,
Zach has also sung in the Kantorei choir.
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Synod Convention

Visit Philadelphia
Consider a visit to Philadelphia!
During the busy
summer months, we
were able to host a
number of visitors and
to act as tour guides to
major historical sites,
including Constitution
Hall (right),
the
Liberty Bell (below)
and various museums across the city.
If you are in the city on a
Sunday, please join us for
service at Logos Lutheran
(628 N. Broad St) at 3:00
pm. We look forward to
seeing you!

The Burgdorfs look forward to welcoming their first child in
March 2020. In their free time, they explore the city of
Philadelphia and try new recipes in their kitchen. They are
excited for what the year will bring as they serve Christ’s
church in the proclamation of the gospel.
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When Free Isn’t Good Enough (continued from page 1)

In July, Pastor Kieselowsky traveled to Tampa, FL for
the LC-MS Synod convention to present the work of
Philadelphia
Lutheran
Ministries.
Former vicar,
Christian
Einertson
(left), and Pr
Kieselowsky
spent three
days sharing
information
about the work in Philly with convention delegates.

Claire, originally from Papillion, Nebraska, studied political
science and lobbied for religious liberty at the capitol. She
then served for six years in military intelligence for the Army
National Guard, a job that allowed her to travel all around
the U.S. and to Croatia.
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They cannot hear the good news that Christ has done
everything to win their salvation. They cannot hear that the
banquet is freely given without the work of the Holy Spirit reorganizing their priorities.
It takes patience to call people to Christ’s banquet in the city.
It takes faith that the Holy Spirit will cut through chatter and
noise to open people’s ears. But I have learned that Christ
builds His church when and how He pleases, even in the
midst of noisy distractions.
Christ builds His church by calling His children to receive
His gifts. After attending church for nearly two years, a
gentleman with an advanced degree in physics who lives and
works in the city was confirmed as a member of the
congregation. We rejoice that the Spirit called this man who
had struggled with disillusionment with the Christian faith
but found a place at the banquet.
In the middle of all this urban noise, my
daughter was confirmed in the faith at
Pentecost. She hears the confusing and
distracting messages all over the city—in
the public library, on the streets, in
protests and parades, in the transience of
urban life—but Christ has called her to
Himself through the Holy Spirit to His
banquet. We rejoice in the faith our
Father has given to her.

Even through the noisy chatter of this world, Christ
c alled His ser vant, Jacob
Benson, to the Oﬃce of Holy
Ministry. When I traveled to
Connecticut to participate in my
former vicar’s ordination this
summer, I rejoiced that part of
his training in Philadelphia
made this new pastor open to
accepting a call to serve a parish
on the East Coast.
I continue to marvel that the men in my Bible study
at the Federal Detention Center, men whose lives
have been put on hold while they await trial, long to
hear Christ’s call. I remind them that their detention
may be eternally significant because the noise of the
world has been shut out to some extent, allowing
them to listen to God’s Word calling them to
repentance. Th e Holy Spirit invites these broken,
jaded men to the banquet.
When we ask for your prayers for our work in
Philadelphia, we mean it. We desperately pray for
patience as Philadelphia Lutheran Ministries,
especially through Logos Lutheran Fellowship,
invites cynical people to hear the good news of the
gospel and to join us at the Great Feast.

Proclaiming Liberty in Christ to the City

Please contribute to the work of Christ in Philadelphia. Return this form with your check in the envelope
provided. Make checks payable to Philadelphia Lutheran Ministries.
Please ensure we have your correct contact information.
Name ____________________________________________________________
Street Address __________________________________ City _______________ State ______ Zip ______
Email address:__________________________________________________________________ (optional)

Donate online at phillyministries.org
Your contribution to Philadelphia Lutheran Ministries is tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law. You will receive a letter as a tax receipt.
PLM is a Registered Service Organization (RSO) of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod.

P.O. Box 15155 Philadelphia, PA 19130

www.phillyministries.org

P.O. Box 15155 Philadelphia, PA 19130

www.phillyministries.org
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Meet the Burgdorfs
Th i s s u m m e r, P h i l a d e l p h i a
Lutheran Ministries welcomed
its fourth vicar, Zachariah
Burgdorf, from Concordia
Theological Seminary (Fort
Wayne, IN). Christ has
graciously sent vicars to
Philadelphia with varied
skills and interests, each of
whom support the work of
PLM in his own unique way.
Each vicar arrives with prayer, a
serious desire to serve Christ, and
a hunger for the pure teaching of God’s Word. The year-long
vicarage program in Philadelphia exists to train future pastors
in many diﬀerent facets of ministry, from preaching and
teaching to outreach to the mundane task of printing
bulletins, and through that training, they help the ongoing
work of PLM greatly.
Zach, and his wife Claire, arrived in July eager to begin their
year-long service in Philadelphia. Zach, originally from
Round Rock, Texas, earned a degree in physics from Missouri
University of Science and Technology. He met his wife Claire
at the seminary where they are both students. While Zach
works as vicar for Philadelphia Lutheran Ministries, Claire
will serve Logos Lutheran as a deaconess field worker.
Previously, Vicar Burgdorf worked as a summer vicar in
Michigan, where he helped to lead Bible studies, preached
and cared for God’s people. During his time at the seminary,
Zach has also sung in the Kantorei choir.
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Synod Convention

Visit Philadelphia
Consider a visit to Philadelphia!
During the busy
summer months, we
were able to host a
number of visitors and
to act as tour guides to
major historical sites,
including Constitution
Hall (right),
the
Liberty Bell (below)
and various museums across the city.
If you are in the city on a
Sunday, please join us for
service at Logos Lutheran
(628 N. Broad St) at 3:00
pm. We look forward to
seeing you!

The Burgdorfs look forward to welcoming their first child in
March 2020. In their free time, they explore the city of
Philadelphia and try new recipes in their kitchen. They are
excited for what the year will bring as they serve Christ’s
church in the proclamation of the gospel.
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When Free Isn’t Good Enough (continued from page 1)

In July, Pastor Kieselowsky traveled to Tampa, FL for
the LC-MS Synod convention to present the work of
Philadelphia
Lutheran
Ministries.
Former vicar,
Christian
Einertson
(left), and Pr
Kieselowsky
spent three
days sharing
information
about the work in Philly with convention delegates.

Claire, originally from Papillion, Nebraska, studied political
science and lobbied for religious liberty at the capitol. She
then served for six years in military intelligence for the Army
National Guard, a job that allowed her to travel all around
the U.S. and to Croatia.
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They cannot hear the good news that Christ has done
everything to win their salvation. They cannot hear that the
banquet is freely given without the work of the Holy Spirit reorganizing their priorities.
It takes patience to call people to Christ’s banquet in the city.
It takes faith that the Holy Spirit will cut through chatter and
noise to open people’s ears. But I have learned that Christ
builds His church when and how He pleases, even in the
midst of noisy distractions.
Christ builds His church by calling His children to receive
His gifts. After attending church for nearly two years, a
gentleman with an advanced degree in physics who lives and
works in the city was confirmed as a member of the
congregation. We rejoice that the Spirit called this man who
had struggled with disillusionment with the Christian faith
but found a place at the banquet.
In the middle of all this urban noise, my
daughter was confirmed in the faith at
Pentecost. She hears the confusing and
distracting messages all over the city—in
the public library, on the streets, in
protests and parades, in the transience of
urban life—but Christ has called her to
Himself through the Holy Spirit to His
banquet. We rejoice in the faith our
Father has given to her.

Even through the noisy chatter of this world, Christ
c alled His ser vant, Jacob
Benson, to the Oﬃce of Holy
Ministry. When I traveled to
Connecticut to participate in my
former vicar’s ordination this
summer, I rejoiced that part of
his training in Philadelphia
made this new pastor open to
accepting a call to serve a parish
on the East Coast.
I continue to marvel that the men in my Bible study
at the Federal Detention Center, men whose lives
have been put on hold while they await trial, long to
hear Christ’s call. I remind them that their detention
may be eternally significant because the noise of the
world has been shut out to some extent, allowing
them to listen to God’s Word calling them to
repentance. Th e Holy Spirit invites these broken,
jaded men to the banquet.
When we ask for your prayers for our work in
Philadelphia, we mean it. We desperately pray for
patience as Philadelphia Lutheran Ministries,
especially through Logos Lutheran Fellowship,
invites cynical people to hear the good news of the
gospel and to join us at the Great Feast.

Proclaiming Liberty in Christ to the City

Please contribute to the work of Christ in Philadelphia. Return this form with your check in the envelope
provided. Make checks payable to Philadelphia Lutheran Ministries.
Please ensure we have your correct contact information.
Name ____________________________________________________________
Street Address __________________________________ City _______________ State ______ Zip ______
Email address:__________________________________________________________________ (optional)

Donate online at phillyministries.org
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When Free Isn’t Good Enough
By Rev Robert Kieselowsky, Executive Director
It seems fairly obvious: people like free
stuﬀ. When I put out on the curb a
bicycle that our girls had outgrown,
someone took it within a half hour. We
regularly scour neighborhood exchanges
on Facebook for free items and gleefully
report our thrifty finds.
Free is good, right?
In Luke 14:15-24, Jesus tells a story about a man who
prepares a great banquet. But Jesus makes a startling
revelation as he continues, “And at the time for the
banquet he sent his servant to say to those who had been
invited, ‘Come, for everything is now ready.’ But they all
alike began to make excuses.”

Thank you for your continued support!
Please Pray For . . .
•
•
•
•
•

Newly confirmed members of Logos Lutheran
Bible Study at the Federal Detention Center
New students arriving at colleges and universities
Vicar Zachariah Burgdorf and wife Claire as they look forward to the birth of their
first child
Pastor Kieselowsky and his family as they begin a new school year

The invited guests have very specific excuses for not
accepting his invitation, and their care for work, money
and relationships blinds them to the value of the banquet
itself. Instead of rest, they reach for labor. Instead of a
table prepared for them, they choose to feed themselves.
Instead of fellowship around a feast, they isolate
themselves. Th ey put immediate, material things above
things that are eternal.
In our heavenly Father’s invitation, He oﬀers for free what
we need for the well-being of our souls. In the gospel,
Christ does the work of salvation for us through His
perfect life, suﬀering, death, and resurrection to give to us
the forgiveness of our sins. But in the face of His gracious
oﬀer, people fi nd excuses in their distraction by work,
money and relationships.

I see this vividly in the city of Philadelphia. The vicars
and I beg people to join Christ’s people at the banquet,
to receive Christ’s generosity, but they find all sorts of
reasons to refuse. City life inundates Philadelphians
with advertisements, sales pitches, and general noise.
Only the Holy Spirit cuts through all the chatter to
call people to repentance—the eye-catching, earsnatching attractions and responsibilities of this world,
especially things having to do with work, money and
relationships, easily take over lives.
In August, I set up a small water tent on Broad Street
during the annual Philly Free Streets event. During
Philly Free, the city shuts down traﬃc along the main
boulevard that cuts north-south through the city and
allows pedestrians, cyclists, and skaters to take over the
pavement for fi ve miles. Along the fi ve-mile stretch,
restaurants, labor unions,
schools, gyms, theaters,
and companies play
music and advertise their
services. I give out free
w a t e r t o e n c o u r a ge
people to talk to me and,
I hope, take a free copy
“Free Water” tent during Philly
of the Small Catechism.
Free Streets

It’s hard to give away that
water, let alone the gospel. People are cynical, hesitant
and distracted by the cares of this life. In many cases,
people have become jaded to a point that they don’t
believe there can be any good news at all.
(continued on page 3)

NON PROFIT ORG
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
PHILADELPHIA PA
PERMIT NO. 7657

P.O. Box 15155
Philadelphia, PA 19130

Address Service Requested

Proclaiming Liberty in Christ in the City
NEWSLETTER |PENTECOST 2019
Baptism Now Saves
By Rev Robert Kieselowsky, Executive Director

Af ter weeks without singing
alleluias during service, I found it
fitting that I would baptize little
Hallelujah just as the church
began its celebration of Easter.
We began the Easter Vigil as usual
outside near the fire pit before
proceeding into the sanctuary by
candlelight. And then, in the dim light, Hallelujah and
her fi ve siblings received the gift of baptism into
Christ’s death and resurrection. I stood by the
font, rejoicing at how our Lord worked to
bring this family to us through various
means and diﬀerent people.

Thank you for your continued support!
Please Pray For . . .
•
•
•
•
•

Newly baptized Ethiopian family
Federal Detention Center Bible Study members
Jacob Benson and Joseph Schlie, former vicars, as they enter the ministry
Vicar Christian Einertson as he completes his vicarage year
Pastor Kieselowsky and his family

Hallelujah’s parents had arrived in
the United States from Ethiopia
many years apart to attend college.
I also learned that Hallelujah’s
mother had grown up in the
Lutheran church there. In fact,
one of the largest Lutheran
church bodies outside of the U.S.
thrives in Ethiopia where Christians
worship in Amharic, the national
language. I was able to give them
copies of the Small Catechism in both
Amharic and English, and through study,
the Holy Spirit drew this family back to the
biblical teaching on baptism.

What a joy it has been to spend time with this
family, to see their faith increase, to hear the
children recite the Lord’s Prayer and Apostle’s
Creed, and to discuss the many questions that
arise each time we are together. I pray that the
Spirit continues to work in the life of this family
and continually draws others to the faith.
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Reflection on the Philly Vicarage

Former Philadelphia Vicars Receive Calls to Holy Ministry

By Vicar Christian Einertson

By Rev Robert Kieselowsky

As even a cursory glance at the
list of vicarage placements will
confirm, serving as the vicar at
Philadelphia Lutheran
Ministries is certainly a unique
assignment. Vicarages on the
Eastern Seaboard—or either coast,
for that matter—are rare enough, and adding to that
a church plant in the heart of a major American city
ensures that this vicarage is a singular experience.
While I’m thankful for the unique experience that
I’ve had, I must admit that I wish it were not so
unique because the lessons that I’ve learned here are
lessons that I wish dozens of my brother seminarians
would also have the opportunity to learn.
One of these lessons was simply my introduction to
the process of planting a church in the heart of the
city. From high turnover in the population to people
with various mental and economic needs, the urban
church faces a unique set of challenges that require a
unique skill set. Even living in an area as densely
populated as Center City is a learning experience in
itself. As a historically rural synod in an age where so
many people—especially young people—are moving
to urban areas, these experiences living and serving
in the city will be crucial to our future pastors as we
seek to minister to our ever-growing cities.
This vicarage also has the benefit of serving not just
one but two congregations! While dual parishes can
be double the fun, they can also entail various
logistical challenges and competing priorities that
can be hard for the new pastor to balance. Given the
increasing number of dual parishes to which
seminarians are receiving their first calls, I’m
thankful to have spent this year in a situation that
closely resembles what a pastor might well expect in
his first years after seminary.

For these and the many other unique lessons I’ve
been blessed to learn during my vicarage, I can
only be thankful to the seminary, to the Synod,
and especially to PLM and its supporters. It is my
hope that the Holy Spirit will use the skills that I
—-and others after me—gain here for the benefit
of his Church throughout the world that he
would continue to add to her number all those
who are being saved.

Kieselowsky Family
Thank you for your continued support and prayers for
the Kieselowsky family as we live in Philly and
embrace the work Christ has given us to do. This
spring has been fi lled with the unique experience of
playing softball games on a fi eld nestled among
skyscrapers—we have gotten used to the doubledecker tour buses that
pass games, sending
out cheers for the
players as well as the
usual noise of nearby
festivals and rallies.
We a l s o e n j o y e d
recitals in which our
daughters played
violin and cello. We
are blessed to be
living in such a
vibrant place!

On April 30, I sat in Kramer Chapel at Concordia
Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne, IN, to witness
two former Philadelphia vicars
receive their Divine Call to the
Oﬃce of Holy Ministry.
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Our second full-year vicar, Joseph Schlie, received a
call to serve as Associate Pastor at Immanuel Lutheran
Church in Perryville, MO. He and
his wife Kristen welcomed a
daughter during the academic year
and will be moving the whole family
very soon. Joseph’s twin brother
Jesse also received a called to a
parish in Missouri, two hours
northwest of Joseph. We rejoice
with the Schlies as they begin their
work in the Midwest and pray that
Christ would bless them and their
congregations.

Jacob Benson served as a vicar
in Philadelphia during the
2016-17 academic year.
He
received a call to serve as Pastor
at Zion Lutheran Church in
Orange, CT. Jacob originally
hails from Wyoming, but after
s p e n d i n g a s u m m e r i n (L-R) Joseph Schile, Rev Kieselowsky, Jacob Benson
I praise Christ for Jacob and Joseph,
B a l t i m o re a n d a ye a r i n after the Call Service on April 30
their desire to serve the church in
Philadelphia, he requested a call
the
diverse
locations
where Christ has called them to
to the East Coast. This has been one of my hopes for
go. Both men are tremendous gifts to the church with
the Philadelphia vicarage—that young men
their many talents and good doctrine, and I am excited
introduced to the city would consider full-time urban
to see how they use these tools to shepherd Christ’s
ministry in the east. He and his wife Mary will move
sheep in the years to come.
to Connecticut in time for Jacob’s ordination in June.

Proclaiming Liberty in Christ to the City

Please contribute to the work of Christ in Philadelphia. Return this form with your check in the envelope
provided. Make checks payable to Philadelphia Lutheran Ministries.
Please ensure we have your correct contact information.
Name ____________________________________________________________
Street Address __________________________________ City _______________ State ______ Zip ______
Email address:__________________________________________________________________ (optional)

Donate online at phillyministries.org
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Reflection on the Philly Vicarage

Former Philadelphia Vicars Receive Calls to Holy Ministry

By Vicar Christian Einertson

By Rev Robert Kieselowsky

As even a cursory glance at the
list of vicarage placements will
confirm, serving as the vicar at
Philadelphia Lutheran
Ministries is certainly a unique
assignment. Vicarages on the
Eastern Seaboard—or either coast,
for that matter—are rare enough, and adding to that
a church plant in the heart of a major American city
ensures that this vicarage is a singular experience.
While I’m thankful for the unique experience that
I’ve had, I must admit that I wish it were not so
unique because the lessons that I’ve learned here are
lessons that I wish dozens of my brother seminarians
would also have the opportunity to learn.
One of these lessons was simply my introduction to
the process of planting a church in the heart of the
city. From high turnover in the population to people
with various mental and economic needs, the urban
church faces a unique set of challenges that require a
unique skill set. Even living in an area as densely
populated as Center City is a learning experience in
itself. As a historically rural synod in an age where so
many people—especially young people—are moving
to urban areas, these experiences living and serving
in the city will be crucial to our future pastors as we
seek to minister to our ever-growing cities.
This vicarage also has the benefit of serving not just
one but two congregations! While dual parishes can
be double the fun, they can also entail various
logistical challenges and competing priorities that
can be hard for the new pastor to balance. Given the
increasing number of dual parishes to which
seminarians are receiving their first calls, I’m
thankful to have spent this year in a situation that
closely resembles what a pastor might well expect in
his first years after seminary.

For these and the many other unique lessons I’ve
been blessed to learn during my vicarage, I can
only be thankful to the seminary, to the Synod,
and especially to PLM and its supporters. It is my
hope that the Holy Spirit will use the skills that I
—-and others after me—gain here for the benefit
of his Church throughout the world that he
would continue to add to her number all those
who are being saved.

Kieselowsky Family
Thank you for your continued support and prayers for
the Kieselowsky family as we live in Philly and
embrace the work Christ has given us to do. This
spring has been fi lled with the unique experience of
playing softball games on a fi eld nestled among
skyscrapers—we have gotten used to the doubledecker tour buses that
pass games, sending
out cheers for the
players as well as the
usual noise of nearby
festivals and rallies.
We a l s o e n j o y e d
recitals in which our
daughters played
violin and cello. We
are blessed to be
living in such a
vibrant place!

On April 30, I sat in Kramer Chapel at Concordia
Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne, IN, to witness
two former Philadelphia vicars
receive their Divine Call to the
Oﬃce of Holy Ministry.
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Our second full-year vicar, Joseph Schlie, received a
call to serve as Associate Pastor at Immanuel Lutheran
Church in Perryville, MO. He and
his wife Kristen welcomed a
daughter during the academic year
and will be moving the whole family
very soon. Joseph’s twin brother
Jesse also received a called to a
parish in Missouri, two hours
northwest of Joseph. We rejoice
with the Schlies as they begin their
work in the Midwest and pray that
Christ would bless them and their
congregations.

Jacob Benson served as a vicar
in Philadelphia during the
2016-17 academic year.
He
received a call to serve as Pastor
at Zion Lutheran Church in
Orange, CT. Jacob originally
hails from Wyoming, but after
s p e n d i n g a s u m m e r i n (L-R) Joseph Schile, Rev Kieselowsky, Jacob Benson
I praise Christ for Jacob and Joseph,
B a l t i m o re a n d a ye a r i n after the Call Service on April 30
their desire to serve the church in
Philadelphia, he requested a call
the
diverse
locations
where Christ has called them to
to the East Coast. This has been one of my hopes for
go. Both men are tremendous gifts to the church with
the Philadelphia vicarage—that young men
their many talents and good doctrine, and I am excited
introduced to the city would consider full-time urban
to see how they use these tools to shepherd Christ’s
ministry in the east. He and his wife Mary will move
sheep in the years to come.
to Connecticut in time for Jacob’s ordination in June.
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Baptism Now Saves
By Rev Robert Kieselowsky, Executive Director

Af ter weeks without singing
alleluias during service, I found it
fitting that I would baptize little
Hallelujah just as the church
began its celebration of Easter.
We began the Easter Vigil as usual
outside near the fire pit before
proceeding into the sanctuary by
candlelight. And then, in the dim light, Hallelujah and
her fi ve siblings received the gift of baptism into
Christ’s death and resurrection. I stood by the
font, rejoicing at how our Lord worked to
bring this family to us through various
means and diﬀerent people.

Thank you for your continued support!
Please Pray For . . .
•
•
•
•
•

Newly baptized Ethiopian family
Federal Detention Center Bible Study members
Jacob Benson and Joseph Schlie, former vicars, as they enter the ministry
Vicar Christian Einertson as he completes his vicarage year
Pastor Kieselowsky and his family

Hallelujah’s parents had arrived in
the United States from Ethiopia
many years apart to attend college.
I also learned that Hallelujah’s
mother had grown up in the
Lutheran church there. In fact,
one of the largest Lutheran
church bodies outside of the U.S.
thrives in Ethiopia where Christians
worship in Amharic, the national
language. I was able to give them
copies of the Small Catechism in both
Amharic and English, and through study,
the Holy Spirit drew this family back to the
biblical teaching on baptism.

What a joy it has been to spend time with this
family, to see their faith increase, to hear the
children recite the Lord’s Prayer and Apostle’s
Creed, and to discuss the many questions that
arise each time we are together. I pray that the
Spirit continues to work in the life of this family
and continually draws others to the faith.
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Least of These
by Rev Robert Kieselowsky
Executive Director
A startling contrast exists in our city.
Millions of people visit historic
Philadelphia as tourists each year,
but just blocks away from those
historic sites, thousands of
people also pass through the
federal detention system. The
detained are lowly, unseen visitors
to our city.

Thank you for your continued support!
Please Pray For . . .
• An Ethiopian pastor, working toward colloquy with Pastor Kieselowsky
• Men detained in the federal detention center who meet for Bible study with Pastor
Kieselowsky

• Vicar Christian Einertson
• Pastor Kieselowsky and his family

City tours do not include the federal detention center, of
course. Anyone who wishes to enter the facility needs to
attend training seminars and to receive security clearance
through a facility-monitored program. I became aware of
all of this nearly two decades ago when the facility first
opened near our apartment in downtown
Philadelphia. And now, after two years working
through the required process, I have clearance to
go into the detention center to lead a weekly
Bible study and proclaim Christ to the men
there.
I do not go into this alone. Your support for
PLM means that I have the whole church body
with me when I visit the men detained there.
The work of Philadelphia Lutheran Ministries includes
visiting the strangers and the imprisoned because PLM
“exists to enliven the city through the proclamation of
liberty in Christ . . .” The Lord has finally put the pieces
together for me to meet regularly with detainees in the
facility during a diﬃcult stage in their lives. While I have
the prayers and support of the whole body of Christ,
many men I will meet have had no support from pastors,
fathers, brothers or positive male role models at any point
in their lives. I pray that the Word of God will pierce
through the troubles and isolation they face and draw
them to Christ.

Because it is a federal incarceration facility, a small
percentage of the population has been charged with
white-collar, internet or human traﬃcking crimes. A
vast majority, though, are there on drug-related crimes.
Of the 800 men in the facility, primarily ages 25-55,
only 64% have a high school education.
No one in this facility is serving time. Instead, they
are being held while awaiting trial and sentencing.
Because of this, I will interact with a very transient
group of men. Th e federal system has a 94%
conviction rate, so at the end of a lengthy trial and
sentencing, there is a very high probability that they
will end up serving time elsewhere.
The process has reminded me of Jesus’ words about the
Final Judgment: “Then the King will say to those on
his right, ‘Come, you who are
blessed by my Father, inherit
the kingdom prepared for you
from the foundation of the
world. For I was hungry and
you gave me food, I was
thirsty and you gave me drink,
I was a stranger and you
welcomed me, I was naked
and you clothed me . . . I was
in prison and you came to me’” (Matt 25:34-36). You
may recall the response of the righteous: “Lord, when
did we do these things?” Jesus says, “As you did it to
one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to
me” (Matt 25:40).
There may be a certain amount of forgetfulness on the
last day as individual believers lose track of the ways
they have loved their neighbors since no act of love has
earned their salvation.
continued on page 3
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Least of These (continued from page 1)

In the Beauty of Holiness
By Vicar Christian Einertson
When you think of life in the
middle of the big city, what are the
words that come to mind? Dirty,
run-down, filthy? These are
common words that I’ve heard
people use to describe
places like Center City, and
I’d be lying if I said that they
don’t have some truth behind them. If you visit
some parts of the city—especially on trash day
—“beauty” might not be the first word to come
to your mind.
But our city is the home of great beauty.
Crowds of people flock to our museums to find
inspiration in the visual arts. Even those at a
distance often like and share beautiful
Christian artwork from the Philadelphia
Museum of Art that Logos shares on our
Facebook page. From the Curtis Institute to
the Kimmel Center, the city is similarly a place
of musical beauty; I’m even a member of a
choir at the University of Pennsylvania where
people from around the city set aside time
every week to come together and make
beautiful music.

P

though, is not beauty for its own sake. It is beauty used in
the service of the Word of God.
Those who look for beauty can fi nd it in the soaring
language of the historic liturgy, in the congregation
singing the praises of God in
rich four-part harmony, in the
vibrant stained glass depicting
our Lord's earthly ministry.

Stained glass window in sanctuary

Yet those who seek inspiration and beauty in Center City
need to look no further than Logos, for our Divine
Service is filled with beauty and the arts. This beauty,

Snow Days (left) At the
fi r s t s i g h t o f s n o w,
children throughout the
neighborhood take their
sleds to a hill in one of
the many public parks.
Pastor Kieselowsky ’s
daughters play in the
snow at Lemon Hill.

It’s one of my great joys on
vicarage to work toward
adorning the Word of God with
the best that Philly has to oﬀer.
Just the other week I had the
opportunity to use one of the
beautiful stained glass window
as an illustration for a sermon
on the scene depicted therein.
I’m similarly privileged every
week to lead the congregation’s
song from the bench of a
majestic pipe organ from the
turn of the twentieth century.

In all this, Logos adds to the beauty of our beautiful city,
but not for the sake of worldly inspiration. Instead, in the
beauty of our worship, we point our beautiful city to the
one whose beauty surpasses all of our understanding, the
one by whose beautiful passion and resurrection we are,
ourselves, made beautiful to our Heavenly Father.

Fe l l o w s h i p ( r i g h t )
Many attendees from
Logos Lutheran
gathered at a local
restaurant to celebrate a
birthday in February.

But some of the surprise may come from the fact that the
whole Church has done all these things throughout time,
across the world. It is not me alone but the people of
Christ working together; the
body of Christ as a whole
aﬃrms the value of this ministry.

Your support is a significant part of making this
happen. With your prayers, your support, and God’s
Word going forth, we trust Christ that his Word will
accomplish its purposes.
It is a tremendous
privilege to proclaim our Lord’s grace and love in
Philadelphia, even to the least of these.

When we together welcome the
stranger, clothe the naked or
visit the imprisoned, we do so as
an act of service to Christ
Himself. Th ose detained in a
federal facility cannot go to
church, so Christ’s church must
go to them.

City Leagues

I am very realistic in terms of
my impact—I am not allowed to
have any contact with the
incarcerated men outside the Federal Detention Center,
Philadelphia
hours of Bible study. I am only
allowed to bring a Bible with me
into the facility. I may never see the fruit of the
proclamation once the men leave the facility.
I ask that you remember me in your prayers. Some days,
it is hard to find motivation to go spend time with these
men, but the work remains rewarding. The reward comes
because I proclaim liberty in Christ to the least of these,
those for whom Christ died, those he loves deeply.

Pa s t o r K i e s e l o w s k y ’s
daughters spent the
winter
months
participating in league
basketball, meeting other
girls from the community
and learning the
fundamentals of the game.

When the family
placed a basketball
hoop in the
driveway to allow
the girls to
p r a c t i c e ,
neighborhood
children noticed.
This has led to a
series of informal
pick-up games with new acquaintances who have
returned on sunny days to shoots hoops out back.
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In the Beauty of Holiness
By Vicar Christian Einertson
When you think of life in the
middle of the big city, what are the
words that come to mind? Dirty,
run-down, filthy? These are
common words that I’ve heard
people use to describe
places like Center City, and
I’d be lying if I said that they
don’t have some truth behind them. If you visit
some parts of the city—especially on trash day
—“beauty” might not be the first word to come
to your mind.
But our city is the home of great beauty.
Crowds of people flock to our museums to find
inspiration in the visual arts. Even those at a
distance often like and share beautiful
Christian artwork from the Philadelphia
Museum of Art that Logos shares on our
Facebook page. From the Curtis Institute to
the Kimmel Center, the city is similarly a place
of musical beauty; I’m even a member of a
choir at the University of Pennsylvania where
people from around the city set aside time
every week to come together and make
beautiful music.
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though, is not beauty for its own sake. It is beauty used in
the service of the Word of God.
Those who look for beauty can fi nd it in the soaring
language of the historic liturgy, in the congregation
singing the praises of God in
rich four-part harmony, in the
vibrant stained glass depicting
our Lord's earthly ministry.

Stained glass window in sanctuary

Yet those who seek inspiration and beauty in Center City
need to look no further than Logos, for our Divine
Service is filled with beauty and the arts. This beauty,

Snow Days (left) At the
fi r s t s i g h t o f s n o w,
children throughout the
neighborhood take their
sleds to a hill in one of
the many public parks.
Pastor Kieselowsky ’s
daughters play in the
snow at Lemon Hill.

It’s one of my great joys on
vicarage to work toward
adorning the Word of God with
the best that Philly has to oﬀer.
Just the other week I had the
opportunity to use one of the
beautiful stained glass window
as an illustration for a sermon
on the scene depicted therein.
I’m similarly privileged every
week to lead the congregation’s
song from the bench of a
majestic pipe organ from the
turn of the twentieth century.

In all this, Logos adds to the beauty of our beautiful city,
but not for the sake of worldly inspiration. Instead, in the
beauty of our worship, we point our beautiful city to the
one whose beauty surpasses all of our understanding, the
one by whose beautiful passion and resurrection we are,
ourselves, made beautiful to our Heavenly Father.

Fe l l o w s h i p ( r i g h t )
Many attendees from
Logos Lutheran
gathered at a local
restaurant to celebrate a
birthday in February.

But some of the surprise may come from the fact that the
whole Church has done all these things throughout time,
across the world. It is not me alone but the people of
Christ working together; the
body of Christ as a whole
aﬃrms the value of this ministry.

Your support is a significant part of making this
happen. With your prayers, your support, and God’s
Word going forth, we trust Christ that his Word will
accomplish its purposes.
It is a tremendous
privilege to proclaim our Lord’s grace and love in
Philadelphia, even to the least of these.

When we together welcome the
stranger, clothe the naked or
visit the imprisoned, we do so as
an act of service to Christ
Himself. Th ose detained in a
federal facility cannot go to
church, so Christ’s church must
go to them.

City Leagues

I am very realistic in terms of
my impact—I am not allowed to
have any contact with the
incarcerated men outside the Federal Detention Center,
Philadelphia
hours of Bible study. I am only
allowed to bring a Bible with me
into the facility. I may never see the fruit of the
proclamation once the men leave the facility.
I ask that you remember me in your prayers. Some days,
it is hard to find motivation to go spend time with these
men, but the work remains rewarding. The reward comes
because I proclaim liberty in Christ to the least of these,
those for whom Christ died, those he loves deeply.

Pa s t o r K i e s e l o w s k y ’s
daughters spent the
winter
months
participating in league
basketball, meeting other
girls from the community
and learning the
fundamentals of the game.

When the family
placed a basketball
hoop in the
driveway to allow
the girls to
p r a c t i c e ,
neighborhood
children noticed.
This has led to a
series of informal
pick-up games with new acquaintances who have
returned on sunny days to shoots hoops out back.
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Least of These
by Rev Robert Kieselowsky
Executive Director
A startling contrast exists in our city.
Millions of people visit historic
Philadelphia as tourists each year,
but just blocks away from those
historic sites, thousands of
people also pass through the
federal detention system. The
detained are lowly, unseen visitors
to our city.

Thank you for your continued support!
Please Pray For . . .
• An Ethiopian pastor, working toward colloquy with Pastor Kieselowsky
• Men detained in the federal detention center who meet for Bible study with Pastor
Kieselowsky

• Vicar Christian Einertson
• Pastor Kieselowsky and his family

City tours do not include the federal detention center, of
course. Anyone who wishes to enter the facility needs to
attend training seminars and to receive security clearance
through a facility-monitored program. I became aware of
all of this nearly two decades ago when the facility first
opened near our apartment in downtown
Philadelphia. And now, after two years working
through the required process, I have clearance to
go into the detention center to lead a weekly
Bible study and proclaim Christ to the men
there.
I do not go into this alone. Your support for
PLM means that I have the whole church body
with me when I visit the men detained there.
The work of Philadelphia Lutheran Ministries includes
visiting the strangers and the imprisoned because PLM
“exists to enliven the city through the proclamation of
liberty in Christ . . .” The Lord has finally put the pieces
together for me to meet regularly with detainees in the
facility during a diﬃcult stage in their lives. While I have
the prayers and support of the whole body of Christ,
many men I will meet have had no support from pastors,
fathers, brothers or positive male role models at any point
in their lives. I pray that the Word of God will pierce
through the troubles and isolation they face and draw
them to Christ.

Because it is a federal incarceration facility, a small
percentage of the population has been charged with
white-collar, internet or human traﬃcking crimes. A
vast majority, though, are there on drug-related crimes.
Of the 800 men in the facility, primarily ages 25-55,
only 64% have a high school education.
No one in this facility is serving time. Instead, they
are being held while awaiting trial and sentencing.
Because of this, I will interact with a very transient
group of men. Th e federal system has a 94%
conviction rate, so at the end of a lengthy trial and
sentencing, there is a very high probability that they
will end up serving time elsewhere.
The process has reminded me of Jesus’ words about the
Final Judgment: “Then the King will say to those on
his right, ‘Come, you who are
blessed by my Father, inherit
the kingdom prepared for you
from the foundation of the
world. For I was hungry and
you gave me food, I was
thirsty and you gave me drink,
I was a stranger and you
welcomed me, I was naked
and you clothed me . . . I was
in prison and you came to me’” (Matt 25:34-36). You
may recall the response of the righteous: “Lord, when
did we do these things?” Jesus says, “As you did it to
one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to
me” (Matt 25:40).
There may be a certain amount of forgetfulness on the
last day as individual believers lose track of the ways
they have loved their neighbors since no act of love has
earned their salvation.
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