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A few days ago you read a phrase “Context is King.” A verse of Scripture cannot mean something different out of context and be interpreted 
accurately! As mentioned earlier, there are three basic kinds of context: Grammatical, Situational, and Historical. For the next week, you will engage 
in the process and practice of interpreting Scripture. Remember, you are in relationship with an INVISIBLE God who doesn’t speak audibly! Studying 
Scripture is one of His best means of communicating with you. SO let’s jump in! Grab your Bible or go to your online Bible. 

Here’s the practice verse: John 5:44 “How can you believe since you accept glory from one another but do not seek the glory that comes 
from the only God?” 

What does it say (grammatically)? _________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

For grammatical and situational context, who is speaking? ________________________________________________________________

Who is being spoken to? ________________________________________________________________________________________

Historically, why would this group of hearers in the context of the verse be caught up with “accept[ing] glory from one another”?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Are there any key concepts that come before this verse that help you understand what it says? _____________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What does the concept of “belief” have to do with “accepting glory” from someone? _____________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How does Jesus use the word “believe” in other parts of the Book of John? ___________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

NOW write in a few sentences, what you think the verse means? __________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Consider what happened to the returning refugees to Jerusalem after they had the opportunity to hear and consider the Word of God. “They 
read from the Book of the Law of God, making it clear and giving the meaning so that the people understood what was being read” 
(Nehemiah 8:8).

Congratulations!!! You’ve just engaged in personal Bible study! You’re getting off milk and onto solid food!!!

WEEK 6 DAY 36

Study the Word
CONTEXT IS KING

(PRACTICE-READ JOHN 5:44)
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When I was in my teens, our local church had a young energetic worship leader, announcement maker, and general MC (master of ceremonies) 
for our morning services, who was a bit naïve when it came to handling Scripture. I’m convinced that he loved to hear himself speak, and was 
also convinced that he thought HE was the “glue” that held our services together. Our Pastor was planning to speak on Philippians 4:13 which 
says, “I can do all this through him who gives me strength.” So “Brother Tommy” decided to sermonize a little during his announcement time in 
anticipation of the pastor’s message. The following is a little clip from that sermonette: “I’m convinced from Philippians 4:13 that if God wanted 
me to, I could simply fly around this room like a bird or float like an angel… I can do ALL things through HIM who gives me strength!” (Needless to 
say, as a 14 year old picturing this guy floating around the sanctuary was pretty funny – I definitely got the look from my mother that I’d better not 
laugh out loud or there’d be no Sunday fried chicken for me!)

What does this verse say in its context? _____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How does its grammatical context explain what Paul meant? ______________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What was Paul’s situation while writing this letter to the Philippians? ________________________________________________________

How does this situation influence the meaning of this verse? ______________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Was “Brother Tommy’s” interpretation of Philippians 4:13 what Paul meant when he penned this verse? ____________________________

 ________________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________________

RULE: No verse can mean “out of context” something different “in context.” That 
said, what is the meaning of Philippians 4:13?

 ________________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________________

WEEK 6 DAY 37

Study the Word
CONTEXT IS KING

(PRACTICE-READ PHILIPPIANS 4:13)
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WEEK 6 DAY 38

Study the Word
CONTEXT IS KING

(PRACTICE-READ PSALM 19:1-4)

Psalm 19:1-4

“The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands. Day after day they pour forth speech; night after night they 
reveal knowledge. They have no speech, they use no words; no sound is heard from them. Yet their voice goes out into all the earth, their words 
to the ends of the world. In the heavens God has pitched a tent for the sun.”

I overheard someone at a local coffee shop using this verse to justify reading their horoscope and visiting a local astrologer. “God wants us to 
consult the stars. Even the Bible says that ‘The heavens declare…’” 

Read ALL of Psalm 19. What did the Psalmist mean when he wrote these words? ____________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Is there any indication in the historical context of David’s life that he studied or prescribed to astrology or horoscopes? _________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Is there any place in Scripture prior to David’s writing that might indicate that astrology might be theologically dangerous or sinful?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What DO the heavens declare to us about God?

 _____________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________
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Revelation 3:20 

“Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with that person, and they with me.”

This may be one of the most misquoted verses in all of Scripture, used by many an evangelist to call sinners to let “Jesus through the door of 
their heart and into their life” but a careful study of context will show a VERY different MEANING to the verse. Not to be repetitive, but a verse of 
Scripture cannot mean something different out of context and be interpreted accurately. 

Who is speaking in Revelation 3:20? _____________________________________________________________________________

Who is being spoken to? ________________________________________________________________________________________

This verse is in a group of verses in the first three chapters of Revelation which are addressed to historic 1st Century churches, each with their own 
specific issues, strengths, and problems. Revelation 3:20 is full of idioms. An idiom (Latin: idioma, “special property”, f. Greek: ίδίωμα — 
idiōma, “special feature, special phrasing”, f. Greek: ίδιος — idios, “one’s own”) is an expression, word, or phrase that has a figurative 
meaning that is comprehended in regard to a common use of that expression that is separate from the literal meaning or definition of the words 
of which it is made. There are estimated to be at least 25,000 idiomatic expressions in American English according to Wikipedia. Fortunately, the 
context of the other six church letters gives very clear clues as to the literal meaning behind the figurative speech. That said, what did Jesus mean 
when He said to the Church in Laodicea, “Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and 
eat with that person, and they with me.”?   

 ________________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________________

WEEK 6 DAY 39

Study the Word
CONTEXT IS KING

(PRACTICE-READ REVELATION 3:20)

http://www.ask.com/wiki/Latin_language?qsrc=3044
http://www.ask.com/wiki/Greek_language?qsrc=3044
http://www.ask.com/wiki/Greek_language?qsrc=3044
http://www.ask.com/wiki/Word?qsrc=3044
http://www.ask.com/wiki/Phrase?qsrc=3044
http://www.ask.com/wiki/Figurative_language?qsrc=3044
http://www.ask.com/wiki/Meaning_(linguistic)?qsrc=3044
http://www.ask.com/wiki/Literal_and_figurative_language?qsrc=3044
http://www.ask.com/wiki/Definition?qsrc=3044
http://www.ask.com/wiki/American_English?qsrc=3044
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WEEK 6 DAY 40

Study the Word
CONTEXT IS KING

(PRACTICE-READ MATTHEW 13:33)

Matthew 13:33

He told them still another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed into about sixty pounds of flour until 
it worked all through the dough.”

Like idioms, parables have a surface meaning and a “parallel” meaning that is intended by the author or speaker. The above parable is one in 
a whole chapter of parables that Matthew records for us that Jesus gave. Each parable explains one or two characteristics of the “kingdom of 
heaven.” Read Matthew 13 and for each parable, give one or two characteristics of the kingdom Jesus was focusing on… 

Parable of the sower ________________________________________________________________________________________

Parable of the weeds ________________________________________________________________________________________

Parable of the mustard seed ___________________________________________________________________________________

Parable of the hidden treasure _________________________________________________________________________________

Parable of the pearl _________________________________________________________________________________________

Parable of the net ___________________________________________________________________________________________

With each of these parables emphasizing a slightly different aspect of the kingdom of heaven (God), what is the meaning behind the parable of 
the yeast?

 _____________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________
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Matthew 6:16-18 

“When you fast, do not look somber as the hypocrites do, for they disfigure their faces to show others they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have 
received their reward in full. But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, so that it will not be obvious to others that you are fasting, 
but only to your Father, who is unseen; and your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.” 

Historical / Cultural Context: _____________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Situational Context (Who is speaking, who is listening, and why would these words be important to the hearers?) ________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Grammatical Context (How do these verses fit into the flow of Jesus’ sermon?) _________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

                                                                               What do the verses say? _____________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________________

What do the verses mean? ___________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________________

WEEK 6 DAY 41

Study the Word
CONTEXT IS KING

(PRACTICE INTERPRETATION-READ MATTHEW 6:16-18)
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1 Corinthians 4:7

“For who makes you different from anyone else? What do you have that you did not receive? And if you did receive it, why do you boast as though 
you did not?” 

This “nugget” of a verse sits smack in the middle of a VERY interesting situational context. Paul uses the opportunity to create a teaching moment and 
drop three very significant spiritual truths, all couched in the form of three questions which the writer Paul knew the Corinthians could easily answer.

Historical / Cultural Context: _____________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Situational Context (Who is speaking, who is listening, and why would these words be important to the hearers?) ________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Grammatical Context (How does this verse fit into the context of 1 Corinthians 3 & 4?) ________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What does this verse say? ____________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________________

What does this verse mean? __________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________________

WEEK 6 DAY 42

Study the Word
CONTEXT IS KING

(PRACTICE INTERPRETATION-READ 1 CORINTHIANS 4:7)
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