PREAKNESS REFORMED CHURCH
FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
WORSHIP AT HOME AND IN THE SANCTUARY
APRIL 25, 2021
10:00 A.M.
Welcome to the Preakness Reformed Church!
“In the Book of Acts, we have to acknowledge the spiritual vitality shown by a multitude of unnamed and unremembered saints.
We have to feel their shared heartbeat of generosity and linger with their willingness to risk. For the community itself, in its unity
of purpose and its commitment to protect the well-being of all, especially its most vulnerable members, bears witness to the
new life God makes possible through Christ and in the power of the Holy Spirit.” –Professor Matt Skinner
 Congregation standing, as able
Masks on looking down

WE GATHER IN THE JOY OF EASTER
PRELUDE

Come, Thou Fount Of Every Blessing

The Sacred Harp

EASTER LITANY
Come and hear the good news of our Savior Jesus Christ.
We thought he was dead, but he is risen from the dead and lives forevermore! Sometimes good things are
right in front of us and we don’t see them.
May the Lord open our eyes this day to see the goodness of the Lord and open our hearts to receive the
Lord’s blessings.
Today we rejoice and call upon the name of the Lord!
In God’s holy Word, in the music, in the prayers, and in the liturgy, God is present with us.
OPENING SONG OF PRAISE 206

Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing
(verses 1-3)

TRURO

 PASSING THE JOY AND PEACE OF EASTER
It’s wonderful to greet one another in the name of Jesus.
We are glad to be here! Glad to be in the presence of this faith community.
CHRIST IS RISEN!
CHRIST IS RISEN INDEED! ALLELUIA! AMEN!
(Please offer a sign of joy and peace safely to one another in the sanctuary and at home.)

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRAYER OF BLESSING
SONG OF REFLECTION 396

For the Fruit of All Creation

AR HYD Y NOS

THE EASTER MESSAGE
THE READING OF THE WORD
THE MESSAGE

Acts 4:32-37

“Great Power, Great Grace and Great Generosity”
RESPONDING WITH THE HOPE OF EASTER

PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION
…concluding with the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
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Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.
 RESPONDING IN FAITH

-Our World Belongs to God (Sec.39, 48, 49 & 54)

The church is a gathering of forgiven sinners called to be holy.
Saved by the patient grace of God, we deal patiently with others
and together confess our need for grace and forgiveness.
Restored in Christ’s presence, shaped by his life, this new community lives out
the ongoing story of God’s reconciling love, announces the new creation,
and works for a world of justice and peace.
Our work is a calling from God. We work for more than wages
and manage for more than profit so that mutual respect
and the just use of goods and skills may shape the workplace.
While we earn or profit, we love our neighbors by providing useful products and services.
In our global economy we advocate meaningful work and fair wages for all.
Out of the Lord’s generosity to us, we give freely and gladly of our money and time.
Rest and leisure are gifts from God that relax us and set us free to discover and to explore.
But we
confess that often our addiction to busyness allows our tools and toys to invade our
rest and that an internet world with its temptations distorts our leisure.
Reminding each other that our Maker rested and gave us rest, we seek to rest more trustingly and to
entertain ourselves more simply.
Followers of the Prince of Peace, we are called to be peacemakers,
promoting harmony and order and restoring what is broken.
We call on our governments to work for peace and to restore just relationships.
We deplore the spread of weapons in our world and on our streets
with the risks they bring and the horrors they threaten.
We call on all nations to reduce their arsenals to what is needed
in the defense of justice and freedom.
We pledge to walk in ways of peace, confessing that our world belongs to God;
the Lord our God is our sure defense.

CLOSING SONG

“Springtime”

Renzema & Bentley

EASTER BLESSING
POSTLUDE

Shout to the Lord

Darlene Zschech

(Please allow our ushers to usher you out of the sanctuary.)
Assisting God’s people in worship this morning are Pastor Eric Nichols, worship leader;
Rev. Mary Marcus, liturgist; Glenn O’Connell, sound;
Jessica Amato, soloist; Kevin Lynch, accompanist
and Dan King, director of music ministries.
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