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WORSHIP IN THE SANCTUARY AND AT HOME 
July 17, 2022 

10:00 AM 
 

Welcome to the Preakness Reformed Church! 
 

“Jesus does indeed say that there will always be some people who are poor.  In this fallen world, 
turned away from God, social inequalities will always exist to some extent, no matter what our 
economic system.  Only the return of Jesus and the reign of God it brings will end all poverty of 

mind, spirit and possessions.”   

Commonly Misunderstood Verses of the Bible: What They Really Mean  

by Rev. Dr. Bob Van Voorst 

 
 Congregation standing, as able 
  

   GATHERING IN GOD’S PRESENCE 
 

PRELUDE           
  

      WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

       OPENING SENTENCES                                -Psalm 126 The Message
                
       

It seemed like a dream, too good to be true, when God returned Zion’s exiles.  We laughed, 
we sang, we couldn’t believe our good fortune. 

We were the talk of the nations—“God was wonderful to them!”  God was wonderful to 
 us; we are one happy people. 

And now, God, do it again—bring rains to our drought-stricken lives.  So those who planted 
their crops in despair will shout “Yes!” at the harvest, 

So those who went off with heavy hearts will come home laughing, with armloads of 
blessing. 



2 
 

  
 OPENING SONG OF PRAISE 521      “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”       NETTLETON                         
 
 SALUTATION  
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 

Forgiving and patient Lord, when we look at our own lives, we claim to have many 
responsibilities which keep us from following you. Be persistent with us O 
God.  Continue to call us again and again in mission. Forgive us when we look the 
other way when people are in need. Forgive us our angry attitudes and actions 
which hurt rather than heal. Wrap your arms around us, healing our wounds, 
binding us to you. Move and push us into service in your name… 
 

(silent prayers of confession) 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE AND GRACE 
 
GUIDE FOR GRATEFUL LIVING (Responsive words from Deuteronomy 15) 
 

“If there is among you anyone in need, a member of your community in any of your 
towns within the land that the Lord your God is giving you, do not be hard-hearted 
or tight-fisted toward your needy neighbor… 

Give liberally and be ungrudging when you do so, for on this account the Lord your 
God will bless you in all your work and in all that you undertake. Since there will 
never cease to be some in need on the earth, I therefore command you, open your 
hand to the poor and needy neighbor in your land.” 
 

 PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST  
 

The peace of Christ be with you! 
 
And also with you. 
 

(Please share a sign of peace safely with one another.) 
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GATHERING AROUND GOD’S WORD 
 

SOLO                “Open Our Eyes”                              Kevin Keil 
                       Vivian Brock, soloist 
 
SCRIPTURE READING                                    Mark 14:3-9 (page 51) 
 
 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 
 Praise to you, O Christ! 
 
MESSAGE            Clarifying Clichés of Scripture: “the poor will always be with you” 
 
PRAYER OF BLESSING  
 

RESPONDING TO GOD 
 

 OUR CALLING AS FOLLOWERS OF JESUS  The Belhar Confession” (selected verses)  
 
We believe in the triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, who gathers, protects and cares 
for the church through Word and Spirit. This, God has done since the beginning of the world 
and will do to the end. 

We believe in one holy, universal Christian church, the communion of saints called from 
the entire human family. 

We also believe that God has revealed himself as the one who wishes to bring about justice 
and true peace among people; that God, in a world full of injustice and enmity, is in a 
special way the God of the destitute, the poor and the wronged; 

that God calls the church to follow him in this, for God brings justice to the oppressed and 
gives bread to the hungry; that God frees the prisoner and restores sight to the blind; 

that God supports the downtrodden, protects the stranger, helps orphans and widows and 
blocks the path of the ungodly; 

that for God pure and undefiled religion is to visit the orphans and the widows in their 
suffering; that God wishes to teach the church to do what is good and to seek the right. 
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PRAYERS OF PRAISE AND CONCERN…concluding with the Prayer of St. Francis 860 
 
 CLOSING SONG 928 “Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service”          PLEADING SAVIOR 
     
 BLESSING  
      
 POSTLUDE                           
 

Assisting God’s people in worship this morning are Pastor Eric Nichols, worship leader; Kris Macagney, 
liturgist; Barbara De Berry, worship host; Vivian Brock, soloist; Kevin Lynch, accompanist; Dan King, 

Director of Music Ministries.  
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REFLECTIONS ON THE MESSAGE 
 

Our message series this summer is based on the book Commonly Misunderstood Verses of 
the Bible:  What They Really Mean by the Rev. Dr. Bob Van Voorst.  Here are a few 
discussion questions from our verse “the poor will always be with you.” 
 

• Why do you think there are so many poor people in the world? 
 

• In your own words, what is the point of Jesus’ statement about the poor? 
 

• What are some of the challenges and disagreements the church faces in addressing 
poverty? 
 

• Have you had your own struggles in knowing how to help the poor?  If so, what are 
these struggles, and how have you responded to them? 

 
Upcoming Reflections 

7/24  “Money is the root of all Evil”  (I Timothy 6:6-10) 

7/31  “Forgive and Forget”  (Jeremiah 31:31-34) 

8/7   “God gave his only Son”  (John 3:16) 

8/14  “God doesn’t give you more than you can handle” (I Corinthians 10:6-13) 

8/21  Musical Service 

8/28  “Do not judge”   (Matthew 7:1-5) 

9/4  “Who is a Samaritan?”  (Luke 10) 

9/11  “Thou shall not Kill”  (Deuteronomy 5) 


