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Welcome to the Preakness Reformed Church! 
 

“There was a time when the church was very powerful — in the time when the early Christians 
rejoiced at being deemed worthy to suffer for what they believed. In those days, the church 
was not merely a thermometer that recorded the ideas and principles of popular opinion; it 

was a thermostat that transformed the mores of society… If today’s church does not recapture 
the sacrificial spirit of the early church, it will lose its authenticity, forfeit the loyalty of 

millions, and be dismissed as an irrelevant social club with no meaning.”   

-Letter from a Birmingham Jail by Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 Congregation standing, as able 

GATHERING TO WORSHIP IN SPIRIT AND IN TRUTH 
 
      GATHERING SONG              "Light of the World (Sing Hallelujah)"             - We The Kingdom                                   
      
      WELCOME     

 CALL TO WORSHIP   
         

People of God, who do you come to worship?     
 We have come to worship the one true God! 

 
How will you worship?        

 Not with words alone, but by living lives of justice and love. 

Come, you who belong to God.       
 Even though God’s ways sometimes appear foolish in the eyes of the world,  
 we will come and abide in God’s presence and in God’s heart, now and forever. 

 
Open your minds to God’s spirit of wisdom,       

 that we may know how to live as God’s people.     
 We will open our hearts that we may love God’s people with a love  
 that reflects justice, kindness, and radical grace. 

May our time of worship be authentic and pleasing to God this morning. 
 

 OPENING SONG OF PRAISE       "May the Peoples Praise You"              (see page 5 for lyrics)    
- Keith Getty, Kristyn Getty, Stuart Townend, Ed Cash, & David Zimmer 
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 SALUTATION 
 
CHILDREN’S MOMENT 
 

(The children invited to Sunday School at this time.) 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 

Patient and forgiving God, far too often we desire acceptance and praise from the 
eyes of the world.  But we forget our true identity, we have wandered away from 
your ways.  We have said and done hurtful things to others.  We have lost the path 
of true worship, focusing on form and words rather than deeds.  We have forgotten 
what true discipleship is.  Forgive us and help us live into becoming the people you 
have created and called us to be…  
 

(silent prayers of confession) 
 

WORDS OF FORGIVENESS AND GRACE 
 
OUR CALLING AS FOLLOWERS OF JESUS 
 
 THE PASSING OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
 

The peace of Christ be with you! 
And also with you! 

 
(please pass the peace of Christ safely with one another) 

 
THE HOLY SPIRIT SPEAKS TO US 

 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 
 
SCRIPTURE READING   Micah 6:1-8 (page 866) 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 
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GOSPEL READING   Matthew 5:1-12 (page 4) 
 
 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ! 
 
MESSAGE          “Extreme Sports according to the Prophets and Jesus!” 
 

RESPONDING TO GOD 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE…concluding with the Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
      hallowed be thy name, 

       thy kingdom come, 
       thy will be done, 

              on earth as it is in heaven. 
        Give us this day our daily bread. 

        And forgive us our debts, 
      as we forgive our debtors. 

      And lead us not into temptation, 
      but deliver us from evil. 

      For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH          “The Belhar Confession”               -Sec. 1, 3a, 5 

 
We believe in the triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, who gathers, protects and cares for 
the church through Word and Spirit. This, God has done since the beginning of the world and 
will do to the end. 

We believe that God has entrusted the church with the message of reconciliation in and 
through Jesus Christ, that the church is called to be the salt of the earth and the light of the 
world, that the church is called blessed because it is a peacemaker, that the church is 
witness both by word and by deed to the new heaven and the new earth in which 
righteousness dwells. 
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That God’s lifegiving Word and Spirit has conquered the powers of sin and death, and 
therefore also of irreconciliation and hatred, bitterness and enmity, that God’s lifegiving 
Word and Spirit will enable the church to live in a new obedience which can open new 
possibilities of life for society and the world. 

We believe that, in obedience to Jesus Christ, its only head, the church is called to confess and 
to do all these things, even though the authorities and human laws might forbid them and 
punishment and suffering be the consequence. 

Jesus is Lord. To the one and only God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be the honor and the 
glory for ever and ever. 

 
 CLOSING SONG OF PRAISE 296      “We Are Called”                                         - WE ARE CALLED 
 
 BLESSING AND SENDING 
 
 SENDING SONG               "Kingdom Come"          - Rebecca St. James & for KING & COUNTRY 

 
 

Assisting God’s people in worship this morning are Pastor Eric Nichols, worship leader; 
Cathy Tanis, liturgist; Ken Tanis, worship host; Tech Team; Berdan Hall Band; 

Kevin Lynch, accompanist; Dan King, Director of Music Ministries. 
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"May The Peoples Praise You" 
 
Verse 1      Verse 5 
You have called us out of darkest night  This our holy priv'lege to declare 
Into Your glorious light    Your praises and Your name 
That we may sing the wonders of   To every nation tribe and tongue 
The risen Christ     Your church proclaim 
 
Verse 2      Bridge 
May our every breath retell the grace  Holy, Holy is the Lord Almighty 
That broke into our strife    Worthy, worthy is the Lamb who was slain 
With boundless love and deepest joy   Holy, Holy is the Lord Almighty 
With endless life     All creation praise Your glorious Name 
 
Chorus       Chorus 
May the peoples praise You 
Let the nations be glad 
All Your blessing comes 
That we may praise 
May praise the Name of Jesus 
 
Verse 3 
All the earth is Yours and all within 
Each harvest is Your own 
And from Your hand we give to You 
To make Christ known 
 
Verse 4 
May the seeds of mercy grow in us 
For those who have not heard 
May songs of praise build lives of grace 
To spread Your Word 
 
Chorus 
 
CCLI Song # 7063739 
David Zimmer | Ed Cash | Keith Getty | Kristyn Getty | Stuart Townend 

 


