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Welcome to the Preakness Reformed Church! 
 

“Compassion asks us to go where it hurts, to enter into the places of pain, to share in 
brokenness, fear, confusion, and anguish. Compassion challenges us to cry out with those in 

misery, to mourn with those who are lonely, to weep with those in tears. Compassion requires 
us to be weak with the weak, vulnerable with the vulnerable, and powerless with the 

powerless. Compassion means full immersion in the condition of being human.”    
― Henri J.M. Nouwen 
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 Congregation standing, as able 
 

GATHERING IN LENT 
 
      GATHERING SONG                                “Come As You Are”                                       - Crowder                                     
 
      WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                  

 CALL TO WORSHIP      - based on Psalm 23 and 1 John 3:16-24 
                                              

Day by day, God leads us: 
 To the deep, deep pools of peace, to the green, lush lawns of grace. 
 
 Day by day, Jesus calls us: 
 To pour out ourselves in service, to anoint the stranger with hope. 
  

Day by day, the Holy Spirit shows us:  
 The community we could be, the family we are called to become.  

        
 OPENING HYMN          "Reckless Love"                - Cory Asbury, Caleb Culver, & Ran Jackson 

(see lyrics on page 4) 
 

 SALUTATION  
 
CHILDREN’S LENTEN LESSON  (The children are invited to attend Sunday School at this time.) 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 
Gracious God, our sins are too heavy to carry, too real to hide, and too deep to undo.  Forgive 
what our lips tremble to name, what our hearts can no longer bear, and what has become for 
us a consuming fire of judgment.   
 
Set us free from a past that we cannot change; open us to a future in which we can be 
changed; and grant us grace to grow more and more in your likeness and image; through 
Jesus Christ, the light of the world… 

 
 (silent prayers of confession) 
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WORDS OF FORGIVENESS  
 
 PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
 

The peace of Christ be with you! 
And also with you! 

 
(Please share a sign of peace with one another as you leave the sanctuary.) 

 
GOD’S WORD FOR OUR LENTEN JOURNEY 

         
SCRIPTURE READING    Mark 3:31-35 (pages 37-38) 
 This is the Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God! 
  
GOSPEL READING    John 19:23-27 (page 114) 
 
 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ! 
 
MESSAGE                 “Behold your Son, Behold your Mother” 
 
PRAYER OF BLESSING 
 

OUR RESPONSE AS FOLLOWERS OF JESUS 
 
  AFFIRMATION OF FAITH — from the people at Patmos Abbey: The Order of Saint Columba 

We believe that our lives are held within the encircling love of God, 
who knows our names and recognizes our deepest needs. 
 
We believe that Christ is the divine Child of the living God, 
and that his grace is like living waters that can never be exhausted. 
 
We believe in the birthing, renewing, enabling Spirit of God 
who yearns over our welfare as a mother yearns for her child. 
 
We believe that God is in the arid desert as well as in green pastures, 
and that hard times and disciplines are also loving gifts. 
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We believe that our journey has a purpose and a destination, 
and that our path leads to a human glory we cannot yet imagine. 
 
We believe that in the church we are fellow pilgrims on the road, 
and that we are called to love one another as God loves us. 
 
This is our faith and we are humbled to profess in Jesus the Christ. 
Amen 
 
PRAYERS AROUND THE TABLE…concluding with the Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
 CLOSING SONG                 "How Deep The Father's Love For Us"                 - Church of the City 

(see lyrics on page 5) 
   
 BLESSING  
 
 Sending Song                       "The Lord's Prayer (It's Yours)”                  Matt Maher, Bryan Fow 
 
 
 
 

 Assisting God’s people in worship this morning are Pastor Kim Pavlovich, worship leader;  
Eileen Domico, liturgist; Ryan Domico, worship host; Tech Team; Berdan Hall Band; 

Dan King, Director of Music  Ministries. 
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Reckless Love 
 

Verse 1 
Before I spoke a word You were singing over me 

You have been so, so good to me 
Before I took a breath You breathed Your life in me 

You have been so, so kind to me 
 

Chorus 
Oh, the overwhelming, never-ending, 

Reckless Love of God 
Oh, it chases me down, fights 'til I'm found 

Leaves the ninety-nine 
I couldn't earn it, I don't deserve it 

Still You give Yourself away 
Oh, the overwhelming never-ending 

Reckless Love of God yeah 
 

Verse 2 
When I was Your foe still Your love fought for me 

You have been so, so good to me 
When I felt no worth You paid it all for me 

You have been so, so kind to me 
 

Chorus 
 

Bridge x4 
There's no shadow You won't light up 

Mountain You won't climb up 
Coming after me 

There's no wall You won't kick down 
Lie You won't tear down 

Coming after me 
 

Chorus 
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How Deep The Father's Love For Us 
 

Verse 1 
How deep the Father's love for us 

How vast beyond all measure 
That He should give His only Son 

To make a wretch His treasure 
How great the pain of searing loss 

The Father turns His face away 
As wounds which mar the Chosen One 

Bring many sons to glory 
 

Verse 2 
Behold the Man upon a cross 

My sin upon His shoulders 
Ashamed I hear my mocking voice 

Call out among the scoffers 
It was my sin that held Him there 

Until it was accomplished 
His dying breath has brought me life 

I know that it is finished 
 

Verse 3 
I will not boast in anything 

No gifts no pow’r no wisdom 
But I will boast in Jesus Christ 

His death and resurrection 
Why should I gain from His reward 

I cannot give an answer 
But this I know with all my heart 

His wounds have paid my ransom 
 

Bridge 
No love is deeper, no love is wider 

Or stronger than the Father's love x4 
 

Coda 
Why should I gain from His reward 

I cannot give an answer 
But this I know with all my heart 

His wounds have paid my ransom 
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SERMON SERIES: 7 LAST WORDS FROM THE CROSS 

 
       Mar 26  "Into your hands I commit my Spirit" 
 
        Apr 2   Palm Sunday "It is Finished"  
 
        Apr 6   Maundy Thursday in Berdan Hall  
 
        Apr 7   Good Friday at the First Reformed Church of Pompton Plains 
 
        Apr 9   Easter Sunday   "You will be with me in Paradise"   

  (9:30am at the Columbarium and 11am in the Sanctuary) 


