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Welcome to the Preakness Reformed Church! 
 

“The one who is innocent forgives those who are guilty. Pilate, who was too weak-willed to 
save Jesus is forgiven. The crowd of people who had called for Jesus’ crucifixion are forgiven. 

The guards who had beat Jesus and made fun of him are forgiven. The soldiers who had nailed 
him to the cross are forgiven. Did any of those people ask for forgiveness? Did any of them 

repent? Is confession necessary before forgiveness can be given?”   
-Pastor Brian P. Stoffregen 
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 Congregation standing, as able 
 

GATHERING IN LENT 
 
      PRELUDE                                       “Beneath the Cross of Jesus”                           - F.C. Maker  
 
      WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS    

 CALL TO WORSHIP  
                                              

From the very beginning, God created us all in love.      
Yet we turned from that love and sought our own way.     

God continues to call us to return to God’s love.       
Let us place our trust in God, for God promises to provide for us  
and gather us into God’s kingdom. 

Are we willing to continue on this Lenten journey when we don’t know what we will 
experience and are not sure of the destination?  
No matter what, God is with us. That’s the promise and the hope.  
Let us step forward boldly, listening for God’s call in our lives. 
        

 OPENING HYMN 581          "Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee"                              HYMN TO JOY 
 

 SALUTATION  
 
CHILDREN’S LENTEN LESSON  (The children are invited to attend Sunday School at this time.) 
 
SONG OF CONFESSION  “Come and See (Kyrie)”                  -Marilyn Houser Hamm 

First time is a solo, then congregation joins and sings two more times. 
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 
Gracious God, our sins are too heavy to carry, too real to hide, and too deep to undo.  Forgive 
what our lips tremble to name, what our hearts can no longer bear, and what has become for 
us a consuming fire of judgment.   

Set us free from a past that we cannot change; open us to a future in which we can be 
changed; and grant us grace to grow more and more in your likeness and image; through 
Jesus Christ, the light of the world… 

 (silent prayers of confession) 
 
WORDS OF FORGIVENESS  
 

GOD’S WORD FOR OUR LENTEN JOURNEY 
 
ANTHEM              "Forgive Our Sins As We Forgive"      - Nancy M. Rabe & Rosamond E. Herklots 
         
SCRIPTURE READING   Hebrews 4:14-16 (pages 220) 
 
 This is the Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God! 
 
GOSPEL READING   Luke 23:32-38 (page 89) 
 
 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ! 
 
MESSAGE              “Father, Forgive Them; for they know not what they do” 
 
PRAYER OF BLESSING 
 

OUR RESPONSE AS FOLLOWERS OF JESUS 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

 Invitation and Meaning of the Sacrament 

 The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving (2) 811 

 Words of Institution and Communion 
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PRAYERS AROUND THE TABLE…concluding with the Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
 CLOSING SONG 142          “We Are People on a Journey”                               DEEPER JOURNEY 
 
 BLESSING  
 
 DOXOLOGY 965       “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”              GENEVAN 134/ 
                                                                                                                             OLD HUNDREDTH 
 
 PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
 

The peace of Christ be with you! 
And also with you! 

 
(Please share a sign of peace with one another as you leave the sanctuary.) 

 
 

 Assisting God’s people in worship this morning are Pastor Eric Nichols, worship leader; Steve Canova, 
liturgist; Patricia Lynch, worship host; Tech Team; Kevin Lynch, accompanist;  

Dan King, Director of Music   Ministries. 
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SERMON SERIES: 7 LAST WORDS FROM THE CROSS 
 

        Mar 5   "Father forgive them; for they know not what they do" 
 
        Mar 12  "My God, My God why have you forsaken me?" 
 
        Mar 19  "Behold your Son, Behold your Mother"  (in Berdan Hall) 
 
        Mar 26  "Into your hands I commit my Spirit" 
 
        Apr 2   Palm Sunday "It is Finished"  
 
        Apr 6   Maundy Thursday in Berdan Hall  
 
        Apr 7   Good Friday at the First Reformed Church of Pompton Plains 
 
        Apr 9   Easter Sunday   "You will be with me in Paradise"   

  (9:30am at the Columbarium and 11am in the Sanctuary) 


