
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reverence to God is the primary quality that makes us wise. Not till we have 

become humble and teachable, standing in awe of God’s essential holiness and 

majesty, willing to have our ways and will turned upside down, can we truly be 

wise.  

Derek Thomas, The Storm Breaks 

  

Order of Worship 

Announcements & Call to Worship 

 

Prelude 

 

Hymn………………………………………………………………….……. To God Be the Glory (19) 

 

1 To God be the glory, great things he Hath done: 

So loved He the world that He gave us His Son, 

Who yielded His life an atonement for sin, 

And opened the life-gate that all may go in. 

Refrain: 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, Let the earth hear His voice! 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, Let the people rejoice! 

O come to the Father, through Jesus, the Son, 

And give Him the glory, great things He hath done! 

2 O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood, 

To ev’ry believer the promise of God; 

The vilest offender who truly believes, 

That moment from Jesus a pardon receives. [Refrain] 



3 Great things He hath taught us, great things He hath done, 

And great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son; 

But purer, and higher, and greater will be 

Our wonder, our vict’ry, when Jesus we see. [Refrain] 
  

Scripture Reading……..…………………………………………………Malachi 3:1-5, 4:1-6 

                                                                 

3 “I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. Then 

suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come to his temple; the messenger of the 

covenant, whom you desire, will come,” says the LORD Almighty. 2 But who can 

endure the day of his coming? Who can stand when he appears? For he will be 

like a refiner’s fire or a launderer’s soap. 3 He will sit as a refiner and purifier of 

silver; he will purify the Levites and refine them like gold and silver. Then 

the LORD will have men who will bring offerings in righteousness, 4 and the 

offerings of Judah and Jerusalem will be acceptable to the LORD, as in days gone 

by, as in former years. 5 “So I will come to put you on trial. I will be quick to 

testify against sorcerers, adulterers and perjurers, against those who defraud 

laborers of their wages, who oppress the widows and the fatherless, and 

deprive the foreigners among you of justice, but do not fear me,” says 

the LORD Almighty. 

  

4 “Surely the day is coming; it will burn like a furnace. All the arrogant and every 

evildoer will be stubble, and the day that is coming will set them on fire,” says 

the LORD Almighty. “Not a root or a branch will be left to them. 2 But for you who 

revere my name, the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its rays. And 

you will go out and frolic like well-fed calves. 3 Then you will trample on the 

wicked; they will be ashes under the soles of your feet on the day when I act,” 

says the LORD Almighty. 4 “Remember the law of my servant Moses, the decrees 

and laws I gave him at Horeb for all Israel. 5 “See, I will send the prophet Elijah to 

you before that great and dreadful day of the LORD comes. 6 He will turn the 

hearts of the parents to their children, and the hearts of the children to their 

parents; or else I will come and strike the land with total destruction.” 

 Pastoral Prayer 

Hymn …............................................ The Perfect Wisdom of Our God (25) 

  

1 The perfect wisdom of our God, 

revealed in all the universe: 

all things created by His hand, 

and held together at His command. 



He knows the mysteries of the seas, 

the secrets of the stars are His; 

He guides the planets on their way, 

and turns the earth through another day. 

2 The matchless wisdom of His ways 

that mark the path of righteousness; 

His word a lamp unto my feet, 

His Spirit teaching and guiding me. 

And oh, the mystery of the cross, 

that God should suffer for the lost, 

So that the fool might shame the wise 

and all the glory might go to Christ. 

3 O grant me wisdom from above, 

to pray for peace and cling to love, 

And teach me humbly to receive 

the sun and rain of Your sov’reignty. 

Each strand of sorrow has a place 

within this tapestry of grace; 

So through the trials I choose to say, 

“Your perfect will in Your perfect way.” 

Hymn ……………………..…………………….…… God of Grace and God of Glory (92) 

1 God of grace and God of glory, 

On Thy people pour Thy power; 

Crown Thine ancient church’s story, 

Bring her bud to glorious flower. 

Grant us wisdom, Grant us courage 

For the facing of this hour, 

For the facing of this hour. 

  

2 Lo! the hosts of evil round us 

Scorn Thy Christ, assail His ways! 

Fears and doubts too long have bound us, 

Free our hearts to work and praise. 

Grant us wisdom, Grant us courage 

For the living of these days, 



For the living of these days. 

  

3 Cure Thy children’s warring madness, 

Bend our pride to Thy control; 

Shame our wanton, selfish gladness, 

Rich in things and poor in soul. 

Grant us wisdom, Grant us courage, 

Lest we miss Thy kingdom’s goal, 

Lest we miss Thy kingdom’s goal. 

  

4 Set our feet on lofty places; 

Gird our lives that they may be 

Armored with all Christ-like graces 

In the fight to set men free. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

That we fail not man nor Thee, 

That we fail not man nor Thee! 

  

 Scripture Reading ..................................................................... Matthew 11:1-20 

 
11 When Jesus had finished instructing his twelve disciples, he went on from 
there to teach and preach in their cities. 2 Now when John heard in prison about 
the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his disciples 3 and said to him, “Are 
you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” 4 And Jesus 
answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5 the blind receive 
their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the 
dead are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to them. 6 And 
blessed is the one who is not offended by me.” 7 As they went away, Jesus began 
to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What did you go out into the 
wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 8 What then did you go out to 
see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in 
kings' houses. 9 What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and 
more than a prophet. 10 This is he of whom it is written, “‘Behold, I send my 
messenger before your face, who will prepare your way before you.’ 11 Truly, I 
say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one greater than 
John the Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater 
than he. 12 From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven 
has suffered violence, and the violent take it by force. 13 For all the Prophets and 
the Law prophesied until John, 14 and if you are willing to accept it, he is Elijah 
who is to come. 15 He who has ears to hear, let him hear. 16 “But to what shall I 
compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the marketplaces and 
calling to their playmates, 17 “‘We played the flute for you, and you did not 
dance; we sang a dirge, and you did not mourn.’ 18 For John came neither 



eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon.’ 19 The Son of Man 
came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look at him! A glutton and a 
drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is justified by her 
deeds.” 20 Then he began to denounce the cities where most of his mighty works 
had been done, because they did not repent. 

 
Sermon ....................................................................................... Dr. Blair Waddell 

‘Man’s expectations vs God’s Wisdom’ 
Matthew 11:7 

 

Hymn ………………………………………...................... It Is Well with My Soul (407) 

  

1 When peace, like a river attendeth my way, 

When sorrows like sea billows roll; 

Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say, 

"It is well, it is well with my soul." 

Refrain 

It is well with my soul; 

It is well, it is well with my soul. 

2 Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come, 

Let this blest assurance control: 

That Christ has regarded my helpless estate, 

And has shed His own blood for my soul. Refrain 

3 My sin oh, the bliss of this glorious thought: 

My sin, not in part, but the whole 

Is nailed to the cross and I bear it no more, 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul! Refrain 

  

4 And, Lord, haste the day when the faith shall be sight, 

The clouds be rolled back as a scroll, 

The trump shall resound and the Lord shall descend, 

“Even so,’ it is well with my soul. Refrain  

 Benediction 

Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 

Praise Him all creatures here below 

Praise Him above ye heavenly hosts 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost 

 



Announcements 

Sunday School will resume next, Sunday, January 31st. Course Descriptions and 

have been emailed to the church body. Please email the church office with your 

name and what class you would like to sign up for. Seating is limited so please 

respond as soon as possible. 

K groups have started to meet virtually and are coordinating ways to meet 

while distancing. If you would like to participate please contact Jim Carter or 

Randy Cox or contact the church office and we can put you in touch with them. 

Baby Dedications will be postponed until Sunday, March 7th. If you would like 

your child dedicated please contact the church office at 

pbcfacilities2020@outlook.com. 

Christmas Card Mail Box Please take a moment this Sunday and pick up your 

cards in our mail box exchange.  

  

    

K Group Questions  

Matthew 11:7-19 

1.Read Psalm 135:13-14 and Matthew 10:32. How does Jesus example of 

testifying about John the Baptist compare with the concept in these two 

verses? 

  

2. What can be wrong expectations about religious leaders? 

  

3. How is John greater than a prophet? What does this mean to John’s 

importance? 

  

4. How is one least in the kingdom greater than John? 

  

5. Why is it difficult to perceive the wisdom of God? What can make us more 

receptive to it? 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Outline 24 January 2021 

‘Man’s Expectations Vs. God’s Wisdom’ Matthew 11:7 

  

IV. Third Division: Teaching and Preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom: Rising 

Opposition (11:2-13:53)  

  

A. Narrative (11:2-12:50) 

 1. Jesus and John the Baptist (11:2-19; John 1:1-13) 

  

a. John's question and Jesus' response (3:10-12, 11:2-6, 14:3-4) 

  

b. Jesus' testimony to John (11:7-19) 

1. John in redemptive history (11:7-15) 

  

a. The People’s Expectations 

  

   b. Jesus’s testifies to John (Psalms 26:1, 35:23-25, 135:14;  

       Malachi 3:1) 

  

c. New Kingdom Thinking (1 Peter 1:10-12) 

  

2. The unsatisfied generation (11:16-19) 

a.  Not playing Children’s Games 

  

b. Denial of the Facts (Malachi 4:5) 

  

c. Two Applications (Job 28; 1 Corinthians 1:18-15) 

  

2. The condemned and the accepted (11:20-30) 

3. Sabbath conflicts (12:1-14) 

4. Jesus' as the prophesied Servant (12:15-21) 

5. Confrontation with the Pharisees (12:22-37) 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+11%3A2-13%3A53
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+11%3A2-12%3A50
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+11%3A2-19
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+11%3A2-6
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+11%3A7-19
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+11%3A7-15
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+11%3A16-19
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+11%3A20-30
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+12%3A1-14
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+12%3A15-21
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+12%3A22-37


6. Doing the Father's will (12:46-50) 

B. Third Discourse (13:1-53) 

  

 

 

 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+12%3A46-50

