
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“What is God’s remedy for dejection at apparent failure in our labors? This- the 

assurance that God’s purposes cannot fail, that God’s plans cannot miscarry, 

that God’s will must be done. Our labors are not intended to bring about that 

which God has not decreed.” 

 -A.W. Tozer 

Order of Worship 

 

Announcements & Call to Worship 

 

Prelude ............................................................................................... Glen Harper 

  

Hymn ............................................................................ O Worship the King (135) 

O worship the King, all glorious above, 

And gratefully sing His wonderful love; 

Our Shield and Defender, the Ancient of Days, 

Pavilioned in splendor, and girded with praise. 

 

O tell of His might, O sing of His grace, 

Whose robe is the light, whose canopy space! 

His chariots of wrath the deep thunder clouds form, 

And dark is His path on wings of the storm. 

 

Thy bountiful care what tongue can recite?  

It breathes in the air, it shines in the light; 

It streams from the hills, it descends to the plain, 

And sweetly distills in the dew and the rain. 

 

Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail, 

In Thee do we trust, nor find Thee to fail: 

Thy mercies how tender, how firm to the end; 



Our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend! 

 
Scripture Reading .......................................................................... Ezekiel 17:1-24 
     
17 The word of the LORD came to me: 2 “Son of man, propound a riddle, and 
speak a parable to the house of Israel; 3 say, Thus says the Lord GOD: A great 
eagle with great wings and long pinions, rich in plumage of many colors, 
came to Lebanon and took the top of the cedar. 4 He broke off the topmost of its 
young twigs and carried it to a land of trade and set it in a city of merchants. 
5 Then he took of the seed of the land and planted it in fertile soil He placed it 
beside abundant waters. He set it like a willow twig, 6 and it sprouted and 
became a low spreading vine, and its branches turned toward him, and its roots 
remained where it stood. So it became a vine and produced branches and put 
out boughs. 

7 “And there was another great eagle with great wings and much plumage, and 
behold, this vine bent its roots toward him and shot forth its branches toward 
him from the bed where it was planted, that he might water it. 8 It had been 
planted on good soil by abundant waters, that it might produce branches and 
bear fruit and become a noble vine. 

9 “Say, Thus says the Lord GOD: Will it thrive? Will he not pull up its roots and cut 
off its fruit, so that it withers, so that all its fresh sprouting leaves wither? It will 
not take a strong arm or many people to pull it from its roots. 10 Behold, it is 
planted; will it thrive? Will it not utterly wither when the east wind strikes it—
wither away on the bed where it sprouted?” 

11 Then the word of the LORD came to me: 12 “Say now to the rebellious 
house, Do you not know what these things mean? Tell them, behold, the king of 
Babylon came to Jerusalem, and took her king and her princes and brought 
them to him to Babylon. 13 And he took one of the royal offspring and made a 
covenant with him, putting him under oath (the chief men of the land he had 
taken away), 14 that the kingdom might be humble and not lift itself up, and 
keep his covenant that it might stand. 15 But he rebelled against him by sending 
his ambassadors to Egypt, that they might give him horses and a large army. Will 
he thrive? Can one escape who does such things? Can he break the covenant 
and yet escape? 

16 “As I live, declares the Lord GOD, surely in the place where the king dwells who 
made him king, whose oath he despised, and whose covenant with him he 
broke, in Babylon he shall die. 17 Pharaoh with his mighty army and great 
company will not help him in war, when mounds are cast up and siege walls 
built to cut off many lives. 18 He despised the oath in breaking the covenant, and 
behold, he gave his hand and did all these things; he shall not escape.  

19 Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: As I live, surely it is my oath that he 
despised, and my covenant that he broke. I will return it upon his head. 20 I will 



spread my net over him, and he shall be taken in my snare, and I will bring him 
to Babylon and enter into judgment with him there for the treachery he has 
committed against me. 21 And all the pick of his troops shall fall by the 
sword, and the survivors shall be scattered to every wind, and you shall know 
that I am the LORD; I have spoken.” 

22 Thus says the Lord GOD: “I myself will take a sprig from the lofty top of the 
cedar and will set it out. I will break off from the topmost of its young twigs a 
tender one, and I myself will plant it on a high and lofty mountain. 23 On the 
mountain height of Israel will I plant it, that it may bear branches and produce 
fruit and become a noble cedar. And under it will dwell every kind of bird; in the 
shade of its branches birds of every sort will nest. 24 And all the trees of the field 
shall know that I am the LORD; I bring low the high tree, and make high the low 
tree, dry up the green tree, and make the dry tree flourish. I am the LORD; I have 
spoken, and I will do it.” 

Lord’s Supper 

Hymn …................................................................ I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord (352) 

I love Thy kingdom, Lord, 

The house of Thine abode, 

The Church our blest Redeemer saved 

With His own precious blood. 

 

I love Thy Church, O God! 

Her walls before Thee stand, 

Dear as the apple of Thine eye, 

And graven on Thy hand. 

 

For her my tears shall fall, 

For her my prayers ascend; 

To her my cares and toils be giv’n 

Till toils and cares shall end. 

 

Beyond my highest joy 

I prize her heav’nly ways, 

Her sweet communion, solemn vows, 

Her hymns of love and praise. 

 

Sure as Thy truth shall last, 

To Zion shall be giv’n 

The brightest glories earth can yield, 

And brighter bliss of heav’n. 

 
 



Hymn …………………..…......................……………..……  There is a Higher Throne (119) 

There is a higher throne 
Than all this world has known. 
Where faithful ones from every tongue 
will one day come. 
Before the Son we'll stand, 
made faultless through the Lamb; 
Believing hearts find promised grace; 
Salvation comes. 

Hear heaven's voices sing; 
Their thund’rous anthem rings 
through em’rald courts and sapphire skies; 
Their praises rise. 

All glory, wisdom, pow’r, 
strength, thanks, and honor are 
to God, our King, who reigns on high 
forevermore. 

And there we'll find our home, 
our life before the throne. 
We'll honor Him in perfect song, 
where we belong. 
He'll wipe each tear-stained eye 
as thirst and hunger die. 
The Lamb becomes our Shepherd King; 
We'll reign with Him. 
 
Hear heaven's voices sing; 
Their thund’rous anthem rings 
through em’rald courts and sapphire skies; 
Their praises rise. 

All glory, wisdom, pow’r, 
strength, thanks, and honor are 
to God, our King, who reigns on high 
forevermore. 

 
Scripture Reading .................................................................... Matthew 13:31-35 

 
31 He put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven is like a 
grain of mustard seed that a man took and sowed in his field. 32 It is the smallest 
of all seeds, but when it has grown it is larger than all the garden plants and 
becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its 
branches.” 



33 He told them another parable. “The kingdom of heaven is like leaven that a 
woman took and hid in three measures of flour, till it was all leavened.” 

34 All these things Jesus said to the crowds in parables; indeed, he said nothing 
to them without a parable. 35 This was to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet:  

“I will open my mouth in parables; 

    I will utter what has been hidden since the foundation of the world.” 

Sermon ....................................................................................... Dr. Blair Waddell 

‘Big things CAN come in small packages!’ 

Matthew 13:31-33 
 

Hymn …………………………………………..…………….....….............. O Church, Arise (353) 
 

O church, arise and put your armor on; 
Hear the call of Christ our captain; 
For now the weak can say that they are strong 
In the strength that God has given. 
With shield of faith and belt of truth 
We’ll stand against the devil’s lies; 
An army bold whose battle cry is “Love!”  
Reaching out to those in darkness. 
 
Our call to war, to love the captive soul, 
But to rage against the captor; 
And with the sword that makes the wounded whole 
We will fight with faith and valor. 
When faced with trials on ev’ry side, 
We know the outcome is secure, 
And Christ will have the prize for which He died- 
An inheritance of nations. 
 
Come, see the cross where love and mercy meet, 
As the Son of God is stricken; 
Then see His foes lie crushed beneath His feet, 
For the Conqueror has risen! 
And as the stone is rolled away,  
And Christ emerges from the grave, 
This vict’ry march continues till the day 
Ev’ry eye and heart shall see Him. 
 
So Spirit, come, put strength in ev’ry stride, 
Give grace for ev’ry hurdle, 
That we may run with faith to win the prize 
Of a servant good and faithful. 



As saints of old still line the way, 
Retelling triumphs of His grace, 
We hear their calls and hunger for the day 
When, with Christ, we stand in glory. 
 
Benediction 
 
Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 

Praise Him all creatures here below 

Praise Him above ye heavenly hosts 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost 

   

 

K Group Questions 

Matthew 13:31-33 

 

1. Can you recognize how these final two of the four parables would be 
surprising to a person?  

2. In what way is the Kingdom of Heaven like a mustard seed?  
3. In what way is the Kingdom of Heaven like yeast?  
4. Take a moment to consider the central truths of these two parables. 

Have you seen examples of God’s kingdom operating in this manner? 
Please provide a testimony.  

5. In what way is the Christian family a means by which God establishes 
His Kingdom?  

 

 

Outline 05.09.2021 

‘Big things CAN come in small packages!’ 

 

I. Teaching and Preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom: Rising 

Opposition (11:2-13:53) 

a. Narrative (Matthew 11:2-12:50) 

b. Third Discourse -The Parables of the Kingdom 

i. A Brief review of Parables  

1. Definition 

2. It is a Messianic Trait (Matt 13:34-35) 

3. It is meant to edify the elect (Matt 13:10-13) 

4. It is meant to shock or awaken the hearer (Matt 

13:15-17) 



ii. The Parables to the Crowd 

1. The Sower 

2. The Weeds 

3. The Mustard Seed (Matthew 13:31-31; Mark 

4:30-32; Luke 13:18-19) 

a. The Details- ‘smallest of seeds’ 

(Matthew 1:20) 

b. The central truth- small to large (Ezek. 

17:22-24, 31:3-14; Dan 4:7-23) 

4. The Leaven (Matthew 13:33; Luke 13:20-21) 

a. The Details- Yeast, Measures, ‘a little bit 

permeates the dough’  

b. The central truth- transformative in 

nature  

5. How the Kingdom of God operates?  

a. Biblical Examples (Matthew 1:1-17) 

b. Historical Examples 

c. Current examples 

 

 

Announcements 

 

Church Pictorial Directory - Sunday, May 23rd 

We will have two photographers and plan to keep the process very quick and 
efficient. Photos will not be formal and will be taken on a first come, first served 
basis. Families with small children are being given the option to sign up for a 
specific time slot. Please contact Erin Konstantinow or Niki Ivey with any 
questions. 

Graduation Recognition Service - Sunday, May 16th 

If you have a high school or college student graduating this year, please email 
the church office with the school they are attending so we can recognize them 
in our service.  

Choir Rehearsal - This Wednesday, 8PM 

This Wednesday evening after K group the choir will be rehearsing in the 
transept area of the sanctuary. If you are interested in learning how you can be 
a part of the music and worship ministry, please contact Robin Kramer for more 
information.  

Church-wide Potluck Lunch - Sunday May 30th 

Mark your calendars for our first fellowship in the new building! We will be 
announcing more details soon! 

 


