
 

 
Living out the Truth  | Titus 3  

September 26, 2021  

Icebreaker  

What tough decision can you look back and 
feel good about? 
        

Key factors in my decision-making:  
q How much are the payments? 
q Will I go to jail? 
q How many grams of fat? 
q Will it bark, cry or keep me up at night? 
q Do they take Visa, MasterCard or Discover? 
q Heads I go for it; tails I don’t. 
q Other: _________ 

Hospitality in the Church  

Remind them to be submissive to rulers and 
authorities, to be obedient, to be ready for 
every good work, (Titus 3:1)   

Question: Why do you think submission is hard 
for western culture?  
_________________________________________ 

Question: How would you describe your own 
personal attitude toward submission?  
q Not very excited about it  
q I like submission as long as long as others 

are submitting to me  
q I am happy to submit when I like the rules   
q I’m learning to be OK with it  
q I’ve grown into it  
q Other: ________ 

For Discussion: At what point is it OK not to 
submit to authority?   
________________________________________ 

Tips and Tricks:  

The sermon notes are designed to 
be used as a guide for discussion. 
Don’t feel like you have to use every 
question. Some questions will take a 
while to work through and others will 
be over in a few seconds.  
1. Don’t teach the lesson. The 

sermon was just preached. Just 
ask the questions and let 
everyone else talk.  

2. Let other people ask questions. 
It’s OK to go “off topic” for a 
while. Sometimes those 
conversations are more 
interesting anyway! 

3. Have fun. Don’t forget to laugh 
and crack up. Relationships, not 
curriculum, are the heartbeat of 
our ministry. Remember: We have 
to build a relational bridge strong 
enough to hold the truth! 

Agenda for Group Time  

1. Ice Breaker - Lighthearted ice 
breaker question (10 minutes)  

2. Discussion - Bible study, sharing 
and application. (25 Minutes)  

3. Prayer - Pray together (5 minutes)  
4. Planning - Remember to talk 

about what’s coming up. 



… to speak evil of no one, to avoid quarreling, 
to be gentle, and to show perfect courtesy 
toward all people. (Titus 3:2)  

Question: How are "perfect courtesy” and 
“submission to rulers and authority” related to 
one another?   
q Continuing a thought  
q Its not related at all   
q Expanding a thought   
q Its something completely different  
q Other: ________ 

Why do you think Paul needs to remind the 
church to be nice to others?  
____________________________________________ 

[3] For we ourselves were once foolish, 
disobedient, led astray, slaves to various 
passions and pleasures, passing our days in 
malice and envy, hated by others and hating 
one another. [4] But when the goodness and 
loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, 
[5] he saved us, (Titus 3:3-5)  

How has God shown us hospitality? How 
should the hospitality God has shown help us 
to show hospitality?  
___________________________________________ 

Conflict in the Church  

But avoid foolish controversies, genealogies, 
dissensions, and quarrels about the law, for 
they are unprofitable and worthless. [10] As for 
a person who stirs up division, after warning 
him once and then twice, have nothing more 
to do with him, [11] knowing that such a 
person is warped and sinful; he is self-
condemned. (Titus 3:9-11)  

Question: What is Paul’s general advice about 
controversies and divisive people?  
q He would likely love it if we posted more on 

Facebook about how we feel about 
things.   

q Avoid them both   
q Our small group needs to discuss the 

controversies more - that would help more 
people feel welcome and interested.   

q Listen divisive person and then talk about 
them when they leave the room.  

q Other: ________ 

In your opinion, what is the draw of 
controversial topics and divisive behavior?  
____________________________________________ 

What is the three step process that Paul gives 
for a divisive person? Do you think this is harsh? 
Is this principle only for formal church decisions 
or can this be applied in our relationships? 
Why or why not?   
_____________________________________________ 

All who are with me send greetings to you. 
Greet those who love us in the faith. Grace be 
with you all. (Titus 3:15)  

In the last year, how have you seen evidence 
of God’s grace in your life?  
___________________________________________ 

Work It Out! 
One thing I’ll do differently because of this 
sermon: 

___________________________________________ 


