
 

 
Luke 10:25-32 

January 16, 2022 

Icebreaker: What is your favorite joke?  

Question: The big theme in this sermon is 
compassion. One of the pitfalls that we often 
fall into, is that we limit compassion to what 
we might do in certain situations (like “what 
should I do if a panhandler asks me for 
money?”). Why do we do this and what might 
be some ways that we can have a more 
comprehensive view of compassion? 

Compassion is the Heart of the Law 

And behold, a lawyer stood up to put him to the 
test, saying, “Teacher, what shall I do to inherit 
eternal life?” (10:25). 

Question: How does the text say that this man 
addresses Jesus? Any thoughts on why he 
may be do this? 

Discussion: What do you think it means that 
the lawyer was putting Jesus to the test? Have 
you ever had someone do this to you? What 
do you think the lawyer might have been 
trying to do here? 

Question: What’s surprising about Jesus’ 
response to the lawyer? 
! I’m not surprised. This is exactly how I 

would have responded. In fact, I usually 
respond exactly the way Jesus would 
respond. 

! Jesus doesn’t correct the question 
! Jesus doesn’t seem to  explicitly 

acknowledge that the lawyer was trying to 
test hm  

! Jesus tells the lawyer that he has answered 
correctly and breaks off the dialogue.  

Question: Can you think of another place in 
Scripture that talks about how we may inherit 
eternal life? Maybe read Mt. 19:30, John 3:36, 
6:47, 17:3, Rom. 6:23 

Tips and Tricks:  

The sermon notes are designed to 
be used as a guide for discussion. 
Don’t feel like you have to use every 
question. Some questions will take a 
while to work through and others will 
be over in a few seconds.  
1. Don’t teach the lesson. The 

sermon was just preached. Just 
ask the questions and let 
everyone else talk.  

2. Let other people ask questions. 
It’s OK to go “off topic” for a 
while. Sometimes those 
conversations are more 
interesting anyway! 

3. Have fun. Don’t forget to laugh 
and crack up. Relationships, not 
curriculum, are the heartbeat of 
our ministry. Remember: We have 
to build a relational bridge strong 
enough to hold the truth! 

Agenda for Group Time  

1. Ice Breaker - Lighthearted ice 
breaker question (10 minutes)  

2. Discussion - Bible study, sharing 
and application. (25 Minutes)  

3. Prayer - Pray together (5 minutes)  
4. Planning - Remember to talk 

about what’s coming up. 



29 Desiring to justify himself, he said to Jesus, 
'And who is my neighbor?’ 

Question: What is the lawyer really asking 
here? 

Discussion: It is tempting for us to believe that 
if we just focus more on all the do’s and do 
not’s that we read about in Scripture (or we 
pick up from the culture around us), that these 
will make us into good people. But reality, laws 
like this don’t change our hearts — what is it 
that truly can change our hearts? Why do we 
often look to formulas or programs or other 
solutions instead of seeking the freedom we 
have in Christ? 

Compassion is the Heart of God’s 
People 

But a Samaritan, as he journeyed, came to 
where he was, and when he saw him, he had 
compassion. 34 He went to him and bound up 
his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he 
set him on his own animal and brought him to 
an inn and took care of him. 35 And the next 
day he took out two denarii and gave them 
to the innkeeper, saying, ‘Take care of him, 
and whatever more you spend, I will repay 
you when I come back.’ 

Question: What are some of the details in the 
story that stick out to you or you might have 
never noticed before?  

Discussion: What is compassion? And how is it 
different from pity? 

Discussion: What are your thoughts on the 
statement, “we are always required to love 
our neighbor” and how might this look 
different depending on the circumstance? 

Question: How is this parable not only a 
picture of how we are to show compassion to 
others, but also a picture of God’s 
compassion to sinners like us? 

As B.B. Warfield said, “Only, when, like Christ, 
and in loving obedience to His call and 
example, we take no account of ourselves, 
but freely give ourselves to others, we shall find 
The path of self-sacrifice is the path to glory.” 

Questions: What made the Good 
Samaritan so good is that his actions 
flowed from the compassion in his heart. 
Ultimately, this parable is an image of how 
God relates to us and how He shows us 
compassion. What are some ways in 
which we can do as Jesus has 
commanded, to “go and do likewise.” 
! I need to be more concerned with 

showing compassion than appearing to be 
compassionate 

! I need to truly ask myself if there are 
people in my heart that I’ve excluded from 
the command “love thy neighbor.” 

! I need to make a habit of praying for those 
who are poor, marginalized, and in distress. 

! I need to deeply consider the compassion 
that God has shown to me and ask Him to 
show me ways I can show tangible 
compassion to those He puts in my path.  

! I need to move out from myself in love as 
God in Christ has moved toward me in 
love.  
 

Work It Out! 
One thing I’ll do differently because of this 
sermon: 

__________________________________________


