
God, give me wisdom, knowledge, 

God, let any knowledge I gain serve to
help me love You and others more, 

God, help me see something new 

God, correct any lies I believe about 

God, direct my steps according to 

Does the author introduce any people,
places, and/or events as you read?
How is this connected to what was
written before and/or after this passage?

What repeated words or ideas do you
see throughout the text?
What's the point of what you just read?
How does it point to the main theme of
the book?

Why was this book (or passage) written?
What was the author's original intent in
writing this text?

and understanding.

and not puff me up.

about You I’ve never seen before.

You or anything I misunderstand. 

Your Word.

Prayers adapted from Tara-Leigh Cobble

Read for the big picture
Read the entire book in one sitting, if
possible. If it's a longer book, consider
breaking it up over a few days. 

Read repetitively
As you study smaller sections within the
book, read the passage multiple times. The
more familiar it is, the easier it will be to
understand and retain the content.

Context

Theme(s)

Purpose 

Studying God's Word

READ  THE  TEXT

ESTABL ISH  THE  FRAMEWORK

PRAY



Read the text thinking about how the
original audience would have
understood this text.
Define words using a Bible dictionary. 
Look up cross-references, especially
related to key words or themes.
Read the same verse in 1 or 2 other
translations to understand the meaning
of a verse.
Summarize or paraphrase what you
just read in 1-2 sentences.

 
What do we learn about God? 
What do we learn about relating to God?
What do we learn about people? 
What do we learn about relating to people?

What does God want me to think/understand?
What does God want me to believe?
What does God want me to desire?
What does God want me to do?

The goal is to let the truths of God's Word
transform your heart. Consider these questions
and pray that the Holy Spirit would convict and
guide you.

These questions will help you as you study
verse by verse. After getting an overview of the
text, use the following exercises to help you
interpret what you are reading. 

GO  DEEPER

Use a Bible study website, such as
blueletterbible.org, to access study helps
like cross-references, translations and
definitions.

REFLECT  AND  RESPOND

Recommended resources
Women of the Word by Jen Wilkin

Dig Deeper by Nigel Beynon & Andrew Sachs
Asking the Right Questions by Matthew Harmon


