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Over the past few decades, 
most especially during 

the sufferings of war between 
north and south Sudan, tens of 
thousands of South Sudanese 
abandoned pagan idolatry 
and confessed Christ, others 
believed from Muslim back-
grounds.  Many thousands of 
households formed congrega-
tions throughout the country.  
Pastors often have had to walk 
on a weekly circuit from vil-
lage to village to preach God’s 
Word to tens of congregations. 
To meet the need, shortwave 
radio gospel broadcasts were 
begun in a major local language 
-- Nuer. MERF continues to air 
these daily.  

In 2003 the MERF Ministry 
Center opened in northern 
Kenya at Lokichoggio (Loki), 
just over the border from 
wartorn South Sudan, now an 
independent nation.  While 
armed conflict in South Sudan 
waxed and waned over the 
past sixteen years, the MERF 
Center has steadily run inten-
sive 3-month Bible study 
courses, fully-sponsoring the 
training up of hundreds of 

South Sudanese spiritual lead-
ers from various tribes plus 
others of northern Kenya and 
even Tanzania.  Instruction is 
largely given by experienced 
pastors and elders volunteering 
to serve a few weeks as guest 
instructors.

Milestones
This year two milestone were 
reached. For the first time 
students had to pass a short 
entrance exam. The South 
Sudanese MERF-Loki Manager 
worked with tribal pastors to 
organize classes in several loca-
tions of English language Bible 
and the simplified Westminster 
Shorter Catechism in prepara-
tion for the exam. Second, after 
years of voluntary part-time 
service, UK Pastor Timothy 
Burden has taken on coordi-
nating the Augustine Program 
full-time. He reports:

The Augustine Program intro-
ductory booklet for poten-
tial students is now complete.  
Among other things, the book-
let has two tests. One is on the 
Catechism and the other is 

on Luke’s Gospel.  These also 
test commitment to reading 
Scripture and understanding of 
English. A report from the South 
Sudanese teacher of  the initial 
few weeks of intensive English in 
the Loki course suggests that the 
tests proved valuable in sifting 
suitable candidates.

Serving As Jesus 
Served

PowerPoints accompanied by 
worksheets have been produced 
for Unit 1 of the Augustine 
Program. They introduce How 
to Study, Stewardship and the 
Bible -- Serving as Jesus served. 
The studies on the Bible were 
prepared with Muslim back-
ground believers in mind, seek-
ing to give them confidence that 
the Bible can most certainly be 
relied upon as God’s written 
Word. These have students look-
ing into the Gospels to discover 
Jesus’ attitude to Scriptures as 
the example for how we are to 
view, treat and use them. Pastor 
Gurnam Singh was the first 
guest instructor to use them in 
Loki, giving positive feedback. 
Later I used them in Ethiopia, 

finding it very suitable and vital 
to the needs, which was a great 
encouragement.

We are grateful to God for 
His protection and enabling 
throughout our teaching visits in 
April to both Loki and Ethiopia.  
The students in both places 
were diligent and engaged and 
enjoyed their learning experi-
ence.  The Lord was very merci-
ful in sustaining my wife and 
me in health and in prompting 
thoughts during teaching and in 
guiding and overruling when the 
electrical power failed.

Tanzanian 
Opportunity

Of the 21 graduates from the first 
3-month Loki course in April, a 
good number were pastors, oth-
ers evangelists and a few young-
er men in their late teens were 
choir leaders. One of the older 
men was a senior pastor of a 
group of churches in Tanzania. 
He wanted to have the teaching 
that many of his younger men 
had received since 2006 and was 
hungry for further theological 
training. (There are usually two 

Equipping Spiritual Leaders in Loki

April 2019 graduates with Pastor Tim Burden and Nuer broadcasters
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thing I want to develop.  I believe 
God in His providence, brought 
on the course with us one stu-
dent for this reason. I have invit-
ed him back to Loki to assist me  
when I am teaching in August/
September. God willing, I will 
be able to further assess this and 
help him. He graduated some 
years ago from what was the Nile 
Theological College in Juba with 
a scholarship and is a very able 
man. He spoke of desiring to take 
the Augustine course material to 
the large refugee camp not far 
away at Kakuma, Kenya and also 
to refugees in Uganda. 

Praise God for the grounding 
of South Sudanese and other 
African church leaders in God’s 
Word at MERF’s Lokichoggio 
Ministry Center. This month 
pray for guest instructors: 
Pastors Ken Nelson from 
Ireland, David Dupee from the 
US and Spencer Cunnah from 
the UK.   Pray also for wisdom 
in following up opportunities 
to enlarge and multiply bibli-
cal training with the Augustine 
Program.

biblical overview of why this is so.

Students With 
Vision

It was a delight to hear about the 
work in which some of the men 
are engaged. One student needed 
some attention from Rosalind’s 
skills as a podiatrist for his foot. 
He had been preaching with oth-
ers in the open-air for six hours 
and this had strained his foot. 
When asked how many people 
stand to listen to their preach-
ing he answered five hundred, 
one thousand, even many more.  
He certainly had the voice and 
manner suited to open-air work, 
and this readiness of the people to 
listen must surely encourage us to 
believe God will be saving many.  
Another student was a delightful 
and able man, scoring 18/18 on 
one assignment I gave. He teaches 
children English and Catechism 
in a refugee camp and has 
responsibility for teaching women 
on Wednesdays. (Wednesday is 
Women’s day – It is men’s day 
everyday).

Looking to train up men from 
Africa to do the teaching is some-

Tanzanians on each course.) He 
has ten churches under his wing, 
many of them small and poor. 
Only three of the congregations 
have buildings, the rest meet in 
tents, or tent-roofed structures. 
(While we were there, he received 
a message from one congrega-
tion saying that the roof had been 
blown off in a storm.)

He has a vision for planting 
churches particularly in areas 
under growing Muslim influ-
ence. He is very keen on receiv-
ing materials to help local Bible 
teaching in Tanzania. He is plan-
ning a conference there next June/
July. This may be an opportunity 
to visit his work and take more 
teaching material.

Most of the other students came 
from South Sudan.   The majority 
were from the Nuer tribe, a few 
were Murle and one was a Dinka 
man. One student was from the 
northern Kenyan Turkana tribe.  
He came from a good distance 
away. Their English level was 
good, but their spiritual zeal bet-
ter. They were a good group of 
men, among the best we have 
had. This impression may be a 
combination of our improving 

ability to interact with the groups 
and the improved standard of 
recruits.

The timetable was full, mostly 
given over to lectures, but with 
some assignments to complete 
between classes. There was no 
reluctance whatever in their ful-
filling these assignments. My wife, 
Rosalind gave English lessons 
after the evening meal to students 
with the greater interest/need. 

I taught Unit 4 of the Augustine 
Program covering the bibli-
cal books of Mark, Daniel and 
Exodus. The students were given 
work books on Mark and Daniel, 
and while at Loki I produced 
handouts on Exodus, emphasiz-
ing Christ’s fulfilment of the types 
in this book.  It was a delight to 
teach. Additional lectures covered 
the genealogies in Matthew and 
Luke, the Sermon on the Mount 
and the Lord’s Prayer. One of the 
students said the Seventh Day 
Adventists were stealing people 
from their churches and baptis-
ing them, so our look at the cults 
focused on the SDA.  In discus-
sions, the question of Christians 
keeping the first day of the week 
was raised, so I was able to give a 

“Then he opened 
their minds to 

understand the 
Scriptures.”
- Luke 24:45
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MERF–Canada
Thank you for your 

faithful support! 
Please make cheques 

payable to MERF-Canada 
and send them to the 
address at the bottom 

of the page.
Online donations can 

be made to Middle East 
Reformed Fellowship 
(Canada) Inc. through 
www.canadahelps.org


