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J C Ryle, an outstanding 
19th century Bible teacher, 

authored seven volumes of 
tremendously insightful and 
edifying expository notes 
on the four gospels pub-
lished by Banner of Truth 
Trust. His notes on Matthew 
21:33-46, Christ’s Parable of 
the Vineyard Tenants, are 
outstanding. He references 
Isaiah 5:7 -- “For the vine-
yard of the Lord of hosts 
is the house of Israel.” This 
text was undoubtedly famil-
iar to Jesus’ learned Jewish 
hearers. Thus, the chief 
priests and Pharisees “per-
ceived” that he “was speak-
ing about them” and wished 
to kill him then and there. 
The parable referred to the 

persecution and murder 
of God’s servants sent to 
recover his honor and cov-
enant rights from his people. 
It pointed to the imminent 
murder of the Son of God.

Ryle wrote that God: 

…chose Israel to be a peculiar 
people to Himself. He sepa-
rated them from the other 
nations of the earth, and 
bestowed on them countless 
blessings. He gave them rev-
elations of Himself, while all 
the rest of the earth was in 
darkness. He gave them the 
law, and the covenants, and 
the oracles of God, while 
all the world beside was let 
alone. In short, God dealt 
with the Jews as a man deals 

with a piece of land which 
he fences out and cultivates, 
while all the fields around 
are left untilled and waste…
When the Lord separated the 
Jews from other people, He 
had a right to expect that they 
would serve Him, and obey 
His laws. When a man has 
taken pains with a vineyard, 
he has a right to expect fruit. 
But Israel rendered not a 
due return for all God’s mer-
cies. They mingled with the 
heathen, and learned their 
ways. They hardened them-
selves in sin and unbelief…
They refused to listen to His 
prophets. They abused those 
whom He sent to call them to 
repentance. And finally they 
brought their wickedness to 

a height, by killing the Son 
of God Himself, even Christ 
the Lord… The kingdom of 
God was taken from them, 
and given to a nation bring-
ing forth its fruits. (Matthew 
21:43) 

Ryle goes on to make an 
appropriate application -- 

And will the same thing ever 
happen to us? Will the judg-
ments of God ever come down 
on this nation of England, 
because of her unfruitfulness 
under so many mercies? Who 
can tell? We may well cry with 
the prophet, “Lord God, you 
alone know.” We only know 
that judgments have come on 
many a church and nation in 
the last 1800 years. The king-
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dom of God has been taken 
from the African churches. 
The Mohammedan (Muslim) 
power has overwhelmed most 
of the churches of the East… 
Nothing offends God so much 
as neglect of privileges. Much 
has been given to us, and 
much will be required. 

Islam’s role as God’s means 
of judgment reached also 
into Europe in the Middle 
Ages. Islam developed and 
prospered at the expense 
of a Church which had 
abandoned the gospel and 
adapted contemporary reli-
gious and cultural teachings 

and practices. The Church 
even persecuted those 
who sought to be faith-
ful to God’s Word and his 
Christ. The reformation 
divinely restored the Church 
to God’s Word and to the 
CHIEF CORNERSTONE, 
the SAVIOR of mankind. 
This resulted in more than 
spiritual renewal. It brought 
about a tremendous gospel 
advance and fruitfulness 
among countless tribes and 
nations.

Today, however, the Church 
is at major spiritual cross-
roads. A growing number 

of churches are overcome 
by the powerful humanistic, 
universalistic and hedonis-
tic Western culture. There is 
a swift surrender to moral, 
philosophical, religious 
and political “correctness.” 
Sweeping trends substitute 
foundational biblical teach-
ings and norms by alterna-
tives, acceptable and plea-
surable to the sinful human 
nature.

The very fabric of bibli-
cal assertions on manhood, 
womanhood, marriage and 
family are readily aban-
doned. The shift is speed-

ily impacting commitment 
to the very heart of the sav-
ing gospel -- “And there is 
salvation in no one else, 
for there is no other name 
under heaven given among 
men by which we must be 
saved.” (Acts 4:12)

Years ago, a Turkish nomi-
nal Muslim scholar study-
ing Arabic listened to our 
Arabic gospel broadcasts 
to enhance his knowledge 
of the language. He came 
to remarkable conclusions 
– “…Christ is not a mere 
prophet…the gospel trans-
forms not only individuals 
but societies, cultures and 
nations…” 

Ahmed, a recently converted 
chemistry professor at an 
Egyptian university, says: “…
let nobody falsely claim that 
Western political and moral 
ways adhere to the teachings 
of Jesus (Issa) or his gospel 
(Injeel) which, I have no 
doubt, are purely from heav-
en… It doesn’t matter what 
others believe or reject…” 

We must take to heart J C 
Ryle’s plea and earnestly 
pray for the renewed com-
mitment of the Church 
to God’s Word and to its 
CHIEF CORNERSTONE.

“The stone the 
builders rejected 
has become the 

cornerstone;
the Lord has 

done this, and it 
is marvelous in 

our eyes.”
- Psalm 118:22-23


