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At MERF’s recent 
International Council, 

it was a delight to share 
in heaven’s joy -- the joy 
of hearing of souls saved. 
Reports told of many East 
African students at MERF’s 
Lokichoggio, Kenya bib-
lical training center who 
were new to the faith. We 
saw photos of groups of 
Ethiopian men, converts 
now being trained to preach 
and lead the Lord’s people. 
We heard of various groups 
in other places who had 
been baptized and of those 
preparing for baptism. The 
whole gathering was moved 

by the personal testimony 
of a well-educated Muslim 
convert who seeks to win to 
Christ antagonistic family 
members. It is always edify-
ing to learn of what the Lord 
is doing in different lands.

Media 
Developments

The internet has become a 
vital means for evangelism, 
especially in communities 
closed to direct gospel wit-
ness. MERF has dedicated 
teams who constantly devel-
op their output. The Arabic 
media ministry continues to 
expand. It targets millions. 
The team has produced sev-
eral new programs includ-
ing: In Brief, The Root of the 
Story, and What They Said 
About Jesus Christ. They also 
added new live programs 
and interactive features to 
engage with listeners. The 
Dardasha7.com Arabic gos-
pel website now receives 

about 100,000 visits each 
month, 60,000 have down-
loaded its phone app, while 
its Facebook page has over 
a million followers. Some 
responses are negative. They 
seek to preach Islam or hurl 
insults. The majority, how-
ever, are encouraging -- peo-
ple wanting to know more of 
Christ, requesting Bibles or 
seeking help because of the 
dangers in following Jesus.

The Farsi media work has 
had dramatic increases this 
year in the numbers of visi-
tors to its sites. The hus-
band and wife team are now 
assisting by another couple. 
They have produced 55 vid-
eos and launched a YouTube 
channel. It is good to learn 
of numbers from Iran who 
are being converted and 
baptized.

In Indonesia, a new language 
program is being developed 
for reaching Selayar island. 
For all of Indonesia internet 

radio is getting underway 
and the number of listeners 
has increased.  Preaching is 
also done over the internet 
in the Urdu  language of 
Pakistan. Shortwave gospel 
broadcasts continue to give 
hope to South Sudanese 
Nuer speakers and Amharic, 
Oromo and Somali speakers 
in Ethiopia and other parts 
of East Africa.

Rising Generations
Prayer was requested sev-
eral times for younger gen-
erations: those in Pakistan 
to “become strong in the 
Christian faith because of 
rising persecution,” children 
of Sudan and orphans in 
Somalia placed in Muslim 
families. It was encourag-
ing to have positive reports 
of the Holiday Bible Clubs 
in Indonesia, and the out-
reach work to children and 
families in Bethlehem. In 
Pakistan prayers have been 
answered as young men have 
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been raised up to preach. 
In Egypt MERF’s Sunday 
School teaching materials 
are being used more and 
more.

Church Extension
The Lord’s promise to build 
His Church is being ful-
filled. We heard of five 
new churches established 
among refugees in Lebanon. 
Two of the five pastors are 
Muslim converts. In Egypt 
the number of churches is 
expanding, especially where 
the government allows the 
building of church build-
ings. The congregation 
in Limassol, Cyprus has 
doubled in size this year. 
In Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 
a Bible study group gath-
ers on Sunday afternoons 
as the start of a church. 
Church planting work in 

villages south of Lahore, 
Pakistan has been reinvigo-
rated and two graduates of 
the Seminary in Lahore are 
planting churches through 
Bible Literacy classes.

Biblical Training
Indonesia: 
On the island of Java, Pastor 
Eric conducts biblical train-
ing with churches. This 
included courses for elders 
and Christian parenting 
conferences. On Sulawesi 
island Pastors Armin Sukri 
and Henk DeWaard trained 
pastors, evangelists and 
other spiritual leaders in 
remote villages. The MERF 
center in Makassar conducts 
regular training programs.

Middle East: 
Pastor Samuel Kharrat 
holds regular Bible teaching, 

including training Syrian 
refugee women to help those 
suffering from trauma. The 
vision of the MERF com-
mittee in Egypt for 2019 is 
to extend the training of 
Sunday School teachers to 
more cities and villages. 

Africa: 
Those doing biblical train-
ing in Ethiopia are progress-
ing towards having training 
courses which extend sev-
eral weeks. This is a big step 
forward from the excellent 
three and four day courses 
they have been running. 

Pastor Tim Burden recent-
ly became Coordinator of 
MERF’s Augustine Program. 
He focuses on the biblical 
training course in MERF’s 
center just over the bor-
der from South Sudan at 
Lokichoggio, Kenya. He is 

working on study materials 
to enhance the training in 
other MERF fields.

Moving Forward 
Pastor Bruce Powell 
impressed on us from Acts 
6 the fundamental need of 
prayer in the Lord’s work. 
Then in a second season of 
prayer, Pastor Iain Wright 
opened up Exodus 33 where 
Moses pleaded: “if Your pres-
ence will not go with me, do 
not bring us up from here.” 
Passionately he reminded us 
of God’s glory, a glory shown 
in His grace which unites us 
to Christ and the reality that 
we can only truly move for-
ward in proclaiming God’s 
saving grace by His grace. 

Let us all give ourselves to 
the ministry of the Word 
and prayer.

“But we 
will devote 
ourselves to 

prayer and to 
the ministry of 

the word.”
- Acts 6:4
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Thank you for your
faithful support! 

Please make cheques pay-
able to MERF-Canada and 
send them to the address at 

the bottom of the page.
Online donations can 

be made to Middle East 
Reformed Fellowship 
(Canada) Inc. through 
www.canadahelps.org


