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Refugee Sponsorship Newsletter 
Our mission - encourage churches to consider the needs of refugees with           
                              compassion in light of  1 John 4: 11 

                   If God so loved us, we ought also to love one another.   

 

Syrian / Iraqi Refugees  

Under Syrian President Bashar Al Assad, the  

Christian population grew to more than a million 

and a half, comprised largely of refugees from 

Islamic persecution in other Middle Eastern 

countries.  Since the beginning of the war 

approximately 700,000 Christian refugees have fled 

the country. 

The civil war and treats from ISIL has caused Syrian 

and Iraqi refugees to flee to Lebanon, Jordan and 

Turkey which already had large refugee population.  

With the support of the UNHCR (United Nations 

High Commissioner for Refugees) and  

Humanitarian Aid organizations, these countries are 

struggling to care for this large influx of refugees.  

However limited resources has forced many 

refugees from the Middle East and parts of Africa  

to seek refuge in the EU. 

In September City of Refuge began receiving many 

requests for assistance from Syrian and Iraqi 

refugees.  It will take some time to correspond with 

the applicants and review their documents.  The 

Canadian government has committed to accepting 

10,000 Syrian /Iraqi refugees and  have them arrive 

in Canada by the end of 2016. 

Each of the Syrian and Iraqi applications we  

submitted to Canadian Immigration this year had 

extended family members living in British Columbia. 

Thankfully several groups in BC and a churches 

across Canada have enquired about how they could  

become  involved with a sponsorship!   

There is no limit on the number of applications City 

of Refuge may submit for Syrian or Iraqi refugees 

during the next 12 months.  In the coming weeks 

additional profiles will be available upon request 

from interested churches.  

Reports indicate these times of suffering have 

provided churches in the Middle East with 

additional opportunities to share the Gospel 

message with Muslims who are disenchanted with 

their religion. 

Please pray for guidance, protection and 

strengthening of God's people through these very 

difficult times and for the restoration of security 

and stability to the country.  

The Lord has done great things . . . 

Samri is Eritrean and was a refugee in Sudan and Cairo 

prior to her arrival in BC in July.  She is very thankful to be 

safe but has  concerns for her family left behind. 



 

 

 

 Alan a former Syrian refugee arrived in Ottawa, Ontario 
in Sept " I thank my Lord Jesus from the depth of my 
heart each time I remember City of Refuge and my 
Sponsor." 

 

Can You Help? 
Please prayerfully consider whether your church could  
offer a refugee the hope of a safe future  through a 
private sponsorship.  

A sponsor is required to provide basic financial (equal to 
provincial social assistance rates) and emotional 
support/care for 12 months or until the sponsored 
newcomer becomes self-sufficient, whichever comes 
first.  

Expanded profiles are available for each of the refugees 
requesting assistance through a private sponsorship.  

 

Let your light so shine before men, that 

they may see your good works and glorify 

your Father in heaven.             Matthew 5:16 

 

Syrian or Iraqi  

#1832. Ankara (6) Mahmoud, wife and 3 daughters, ages 
13, 12, and 11 and his brother in law Hovannes, are 
Syrians in Turkey since 2012 when both their homes 
were destroyed by a bomb.    In 2014 Mahmoud's wife 
had a miscarriage because they could not afford to take 
her to a good hospital.  Hovannes speaks and writes 
excellent English.  They have family in Toronto. 

#1887. Ankara (4) Tanil, wife and their 15 year old 
daughter and 11 year old son are from Aleppo, Syria.  
They fled Turkey in 2012 to escape extremist threats.  
Wife has a degree in translation and speaks English. 

 

 

 

 

#1991. Amman (4) Yasser, wife and 2 sons ages 10 and 8 
recently fled from Iraq to Jordan to escape  death threats 
from family members as well as Shiite extremist because 
of his conversion to Christianity in 2010. 

#1922. Ankara (3) John, wife and 2 sons ages 2 and 3. 
John was assaulted by 3 armed men who  demanded that 
he as an infidel, pay them $5000. as tribute every month 
or he would be killed.   In August 2014 they fled from ISIS 
in Iraq  and went to Turkey. Their 3 year old son is 
autistic.  Their Turkish landlord would evict them if he 
knew they are Christians.  John speaks English 

#1928.29.30 Beirut (3) mother with 2 adult sons ages 43 
& 38. Syrians who fled to Lebanon to escape ethnic and 
religious persecution.  They have family in Toronto. 

 

 
Other Visa Offices 
#1878. Singapore  (4) Mehwish and her husband are 
Pakistani and have 2 children ages 6 & 7 years old.  She 
was accused of blasphemy for refusing to attend a 
demonstration rally against a movie about the prophet 
Mohammad made in the USA.  She  received many death 
threats and fled to Thailand in 2012.  She speaks English.  

1897. Tel Aviv  (3) Mhreteab, is a 47 years old Eritrean 
widower with 2 children (still in Eritrea). After serving  10 
years in the military he fled to Sudan  to escape Eritrea's 
unlimited military service requirement.  However he was 
kidnapped by smugglers and is now in Israel.  A brother 
in the USA will cover his settlement costs but Mhreteab, 
who does not speak English would benefit from the 
emotional support of a sponsor. 

1932. Cairo (6) Bayak and his wife have 3 daughters ages 
8, 6 and 3 and a newborn son.  In 2005 he fled from 
South Sudan to Cairo  where he assisted many refugees 
but now his life is being threatened in Cairo. 

 

If you would like to support City of Refuge 
 
Donations would be gratefully received by treasurer:   
 
Mr James VanderZwaan 
26829 33B Ave  
Aldergrove, BC  V4W 3G8 
 

 
City of Refuge is recognized by Citizenship & Immigration Canada 
as a Sponsorship Agreement Holder. This agreement allows City 
of Refuge to submit applications from refugees applying for 
resettlement through Canada's Private Sponsorship of Refugee 
Program. This ministry is supported by the Federation of Free 
Reformed Churches.  

For more information contact the coordinator:  
Heddie Driegen  - refugee.efrc@msn.com 

 


