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Recently the Muslim 
world celebrated ‘Eid 

el-Adha’ (the Feast of 
Sacrifice).  In the Islamic 
calendar ‘Adha’ com-
memorates the divine 
provision of a substitute 
sacrifice when Abraham 
obediently offered up 
his precious son. Even 
though the event is the 
same, the Quran (Muslim 
holy book) departs from 
the Bible in claiming 
that Abraham’s first son 
Ishmael, not Isaac, was the 
one Abraham prepared to 
sacrifice in submission 
to God’s command.  The 
annual celebration calls 
for a ritual animal sac-
rifice, often a sheep or a 

cow. ‘Halal’ (kosher) kill-
ing of the animal requires 
total bleeding with the 
head facing the Muslim 
holy city of Mecca. Then 
the meat can be shared 
with family, friends and 
neighbors.

The ritual sacrifice is 
usually displayed open-
ly and jubilantly in 
streets and public places. 
Although a holiday, 
streets overwhelmed by 
sights, sounds and smells 
of animal slaughter does 
not please all.  In the 
past, it would have been 
life-threatening to criti-
cize the ceremonial prac-
tice.  But now on inter-

net social media, growing 
numbers fearlessly express 
strong negative opinions. 
Some call for regulation, 
such as limiting it to 
slaughterhouses. Others 
go as far as to reject the 
whole practice as disgust-
ing and inhumane.  Still 
others attack the religious 
value.

M.K. a retired professor 
of Islamics wrote: “…This 
does not reflect positively on 
the very God the practice is 
supposed to appease.  How 
can the slaughtering of an 
animal provide anyone with 
forgiveness of sin…I was 
not there to read Abraham’s 
mind during the original 

event. I can only speculate 
that to him the matter was 
a mere symbol for divine 
mercy…”

This scholar’s insight cer-
tainly agrees with the bib-
lical point of view: 

In sacrifice and offer-
ing you have not 
delighted, but you have 
given me an open ear. 
Burnt offering and sin 
offering you have not 
required.  Then I said, 
“Behold, I have come; 
in the scroll of the book 
it is written of me:  I 
delight to do your will, 
O my God; your law 
is within my heart.” 
(Psalm 40: 6-8.)
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It is finished
John 19:30
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follow-up text exchanges 
answering questions and 
sharing the Scriptures.

D. A., a Jordanian teach-
er of Palestinian origin, 
was confronted last year 
by Christ’s saving grace. 
Several months later he 
shared this prayer online:

“…In my state of despera-
tion you gave me real life 
changing hope. You liberat-
ed me from the deception 
of depending on myself and 
my religious convictions. 
Lord, it is my pleasure to 
be yours. Please continue 
to own my life; continue to 
save and renew me…”

spheres is vividly obvious.  
In Arab and Muslim lands 
this is often religiously 
inspired. So, the impact of 
human sin is not difficult 
to illustrate.  Facing the 
hopeless bad news pre-
pares for the message of 
God’s hopeful good news.  

Each one is brought to 
realize that nothing we do 
could appease the holiness 
and justice of God. What 
joy and peace to discover 
the sure mercies of the true 
living God. He has lovingly 
done it all for us in Jesus 
Christ. By God’s grace, 
this often occurs in the 

The occasion of Adha 
annually provides MERF’s 
Arabic Media Ministry 
team with a golden oppor-
tunity to present Christ. 
They are trained to tact-
fully present the gospel 
message of sin and grace 
in every message, epi-
sode, narration, interview, 
meditation, comment, 
drama and testimony. 
This is done simply, yet in 
a thought-provoking and 
spiritually challenging way.  
The program must speak 
to both the mind and the 
heart, enabling those visit-
ing the websites or hear-
ing the radio messages to 
encounter Christ. Directly 
or indirectly, the message 

points to the pervasiveness 
of man’s sin and the rich-
ness of God’s saving grace 
in Christ.  It is easy to 
bring to light the impact of 
sin on any area of human 
life, religious or secular, as 
individuals or corporately. 

Muslims, like all people, 
can see how even religion 
can bring out man’s worse 
qualities of hypocrisy, 
self-righteousness, greed 
and self-centeredness. 
Daily we encounter injus-
tice, oppression, violence 
and even killing.  Man’s 
corruption in social, polit-
ical, economical and other 

“Cleanse out 
the old leaven 
that you may 

be a new lump, 
as you really 

are unleavened. 
For Christ, 

our Passover 
lamb, has been 

sacrificed.”
- 1 Corinthians 5:7
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Choosing a sheep to slaughter for Adha

They shall come 
from east and 
west and from 

north and south
Luke 13:29
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Thank you for your 

faithful support! 
Please make cheques 

payable to MERF-Canada 
and send them to the 
address at the bottom 

of the page.
Online donations can 

be made to Middle East 
Reformed Fellowship 
(Canada) Inc. through 
www.canadahelps.org


