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Christian Hope 
in the Islamic World 

Arab Oil Funding
The Sunni inviter movement 
has existed for centuries but 
has flourished and broadened 
since the 1960s, heavily sup-
ported by Saudi and other 
Arabian Gulf petroleum rev-
enues. It made significant 
inroads in central and south-
ern Africa and experienced 
some success among nominal 
Christians in the West and in 
the Middle East during the 
second half of the twentieth 
century. Tens of thousands of 
Sunni Islamic inviters are very 
proactive around the world 
and are still heavily financed 
by Arabian Peninsula oil 
funds. Sunni inviters have 
developed “televangelists” 
and well-organized electronic 
media staff and volunteers 
trained to counter Christian 
evangelism. The big money 
involved contributes to the 
movement’s own fragmenta-
tion, with disagreements over 
who is more Islamic and thus 
deserves more funding.

Islamic “Daawa”
Islamic “Daawa” is an invi-
tation to convert to Sunni 
Islam. Few Shiite Muslims 
seek to convert non-Muslims. 
Shiite inviters try to attract 
adherents away from the rival 
Sunni Muslim majority. Due 
to disenchantment caused by 
violent Sunni Jihadists, their 
efforts are having some suc-
cess in the Middle East and 
North Africa.

Women “Evangelists”
Women inviters are a recent 
development. They speak 
with authority and can even 
issue Islamic edicts, “fat-
was.” Several have popu-
lar TV programs and talk 
shows. Dr. Soaad Saleh is 
perhaps the most famous. 
Her fatwas on provocative 
women’s issues have stirred 
much controversy. She was 
appointed professor of com-
parative Islamic doctrine at 
the Islamic Azhar University 
in Cairo and has a weekly sat-
ellite TV program and many 
YouTube lectures on Islamic 
law, “sharia.” She even con-
ducts seminars for Muslim 
women on techniques to con-
vert Arab Christian women 
and Westerners to Islam.

Unsuccessful Pressure
An Arab Christian lady medi-
cal doctor recently received 
an anonymous phone call 
addressing her by name 
and insisting she become a 
Muslim for her own good. 
When she politely affirmed 

her Christian commitment, 
the woman phoning warned 
her of believing in three false 
gods. Before hanging up she 
testified, “We Christians 
believe in the One True 
Living God and Savior, who 
revealed Himself in Christ 
and guides our lives by His 
Holy Spirit through His Holy 
Word.”

Gospel Progress 
in Morocco

Moroccan authorities con-
tinue to disallow foreign 
missionaries, even self-
supporting “tent-makers.” 
In foresight, past Christian 
workers trained up spiritual 
leaders from among converts 
to disciple and teach, leaving 
behind lively, self-sufficient 
small groups mostly meet-
ing in houses. MERF’s radio 
broadcasts and website min-
istries are providing many 
groups with much needed 
solid Bible study materials. 
A Moroccan couple trained 
in another Arab country 
will soon return for service 

Dr Soaad Saleh 
trains Muslim 

women to 
‘evangelize’

“But even if you should 
suffer for righteousness’ 

sake, you are blessed. 
“And do not be afraid 
of their threats, nor be 
troubled.” But sanctify 
the Lord God in your 
hearts, and always be 
ready to give a defense 
to everyone who asks 
you a reason for the 

hope that is in you, with 
meekness and fear.”

—1 Peter 3:14–15

Even young men too 
young to understand 

the consequences are 
drilled to become fanatical 

Muslims through Jihad
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for worship, even in homes. 
Contact has been totally lost 
with two groups who ran 
away when Al-Qaeda affili-
ated militias took control of 
their areas in the southeast. 
Please pray for the protection 
of God’s people, the work 
of the Gospel, and restora-
tion of peace. Give thanks 
for the spiritual nourish-
ment through MERF’s Arabic 
Media Ministries. Ahmad 
B. writes from a village out-
side Aden:  “Our family and 
the family of my cousin are 
blessed as we daily study 
two books from your web-
site—Frank Talk About Jesus 
the Christ, and Confession 
of Faith.”

asks for their safe return to 
home villages and churches 
in South Sudan and for the 
arrival of the new trainees.

Drought-stricken 
Ethiopian Christians 

Give Th anks
Since May, MERF has been 
providing food aid and trans-
portation costs for faithful 
Ethiopian Christian church 
workers voluntarily bring-
ing grain to hungry Christian 
families in the catastrophi-
cally drought-stricken areas. 
Pray for restoration of the 
rains needed to grow their 
own crops.

Believers 
Suff er  in Yemen

A sectarian war has raged 
over a year in Yemen, locat-
ed in the southern Arabian 
Peninsula. Millions have only 
sporadic access to clean water, 
sufficient food, electricity, 
and basic medical care. The 
safety and well-being of the 
small communities of believ-
ers in this war-torn country is 
a serious concern. Although 
email and text message con-
tacts with some have contin-
ued in both Sana’a and Aden, 
three groups of local converts 
can no longer get together 
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with MERF among their own 
people in a remote area of 
the country. Both rejoice in 
the encouragement of other 
converts in their extended 
families. Please pray for their 
witness and for the slow but 
steadily growing believing 
communities.

South Sudan 
Needs God’s Word, 

Not Oil Revenues
Renewal of the bloody con-
flict between rival armed 
forces of the two tribal lead-
ers of South Sudan in Juba, 
the capital, has recently 
caused hundreds more deaths 
and injuries. Thus, thousands 
have fled their homes. The 
conflict remains focused on 
power and resources. The 
violence has caused deaths 
even within the extremely 
crowded UN–run refugee 
camp in Juba. Pastor David 
Wat, manager of MERF’s 
ministry center just over 
the border in Lokichoggio, 
Kenya asks for prayers “for 
true repentance of the coun-
try’s leaders who profess to be 
Christian but in fact act like 
primitive African pagans…”
He also praises God for the 
graduation in July of the sec-
ond group of trainees and 

July 2016 Loki Biblical Training graduates  
with guest teacher Pastor Spencer Cunnah

Distributing MERF 
emergency food aid at 

the church compound in 
Marmessa, Ethiopia

MERF–Canada
Thank you for your faith-
ful support! Please make 

cheques payable to 
MERF-Canada and send 

them to the address at the 

bottom of the page.

Online donations can 
be made to Middle East 

Reformed Fellowship 
(Canada) Inc. through 
www.canadahelps.org
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