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At MERF’s International 
Council (IC) at John 

Calvin Center in Larnaca, 
Cyprus last month, the 
General Director stated: 
“Islam is a complex but 
crumbling world and life 
view, and as it crumbles it 
needs to be replaced by a 
complete, biblical world 
and life view. The gospel is 
the power of God. We must 
believe in His power and 
trust the Holy Spirit.” 

The power of the gospel was 
indeed well demonstrated 
in updates from through-
out what is often called the 
Muslim World. It is impos-
sible to convey the joy expe-
rienced by hearing of God’s 
work among Muslim peoples!

in our center in Lokichoggio 
(Loki) in northwest Kenya, 
near the borders of SS. After 
four months of in-depth bib-
lical training, the men return 
to their beautiful but war-
torn country to proclaim 
the Gospel of peace. Reports 
from the Loki center are very 
encouraging. One teacher 
reported that on average 5 or 
6 students obtained 100 in 
their exams!

A joyous report was also 
received from mainly 
Muslim northern Sudan. On 
a weekly-basis, MERF pro-
duces an hour of uncensored 
broadcasts aired on the gov-
ernment-controlled national 
TV and radio free of charge. 
We are also very active in 

Indonesia
Indonesia, a group of some 
13,000 islands inhabited 
by 250 million people, has 
a large, mostly nominal 
Muslim majority, but the 
number of Christians is 
steadily growing. MERF 
has been training pastors, 
elders, schoolteachers, and 
other spiritual leaders as 
well as producing radio, 
television, and Internet-
based programs. Just 
recently we have published 
a 600-page book mainly 
for church leaders, and are 
in the process of preparing 
Bible lesson books for chil-
dren.
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Ethiopia
The report from Ethiopia 
highlighted a very encourag-
ing response to the Amharic 
and Oromo radio broad-
casts and growing interest 
in the Reformed faith. And 
although Somalia is claimed 
to have an almost 100 
Muslim population, a Somali 
MERF staff member at our 
gathering spoke of the Lord’s 
rich blessing on the Somali 
gospel broadcasts, targeting 
hundreds of thousands in 
the Horn of Africa.

South & North Sudan
Hundreds of pastors and 
evangelists from South 
Sudan (SS) have been trained 
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downloads from one of the 
two websites. In Iran itself, 
Christians are enjoying 
more and more liberty as 
the government has shifted 
from emphasizing Islam to 
emphasizing Persian culture.

Arabic Ministries
Most exciting was the report 
from the Arabic Media team. 

Muslim peoples.

Medium and shortwave 
broadcasts along with 
online radio and websites 
reach millions in the 22 
nations of the Arab League 
and other Arabic-speaking 
people in different parts of 
the world. One website nets 
over 25,000 a month of bib-
lical material downloads. 
Issa-almasih Facebook page 
has received 305,000 ‘likes,’ 
while the Dardasha7 online 
radio Facebook page reports 
more than 705,000 ‘likes.’ 
The vast  majority are from 
young people.

Th ank You!
We are grateful for the fel-
lowship with friends old 
and new from all over the 
world and the care of the 
John Calvin Center staff. But 
above all, we were so encour-
aged to know that God is 
at work, especially among 
Muslims. We thank you for 
your prayers and would ask 
you to continue to pray. Only 
eternity will tell the result of 
the combined work of those 
in the field and those who 
support by prayer and giv-
ing. To God be the glory!

Lebanon and Syria
The population of 4.5 
million in Lebanon has 
increased by roughly 2 mil-
lion of mostly Muslim Syrian 
refugees. MERF’s daugh-
ter organization, Lebanon 
Reformed Fellowship (LRF), 
has been active in reaching 
out to such destitute people. 
Local churches are encour-
aged by the growing num-
bers of Syrian Muslims turn-
ing to Christ. There are now 
5 house groups among the 
Druze (Muslim sect) in the 
Lebanese mountains. 

After almost six years of civil 
war in Syria, the situation 
is very bad. Over 6 million 
children need humanitarian 
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“He shall have 
dominion from 

sea to sea.”
—Psalm 72:8

producing and distributing 
Christian literature in Bible 
schools and colleges.

Pakistan
In Pakistan (reportedly 
95 Muslim) MERF’s work 
continues among the 2,200 
students in the four Calvin 
Academies. We have helped 
with a number of church-
planting projects. One pas-
tor reports that he reads 
Bible passages over a loud-
speaker. A local Muslim, 
taking his water buffalo to 
feed, was moved by what 
he heard and made a point 
of seeking the pastor to 
thank him. Muslim neigh-
bors came with their local 
imam to urge the church to 
keeping airing “the beautiful 
words of God.”

Pastor and Mrs. McClean are active 
volunteers in MERF ministries.

aid. There are many oppor-
tunities to present the gos-
pel in Damascus and other 
places along with material 
aid. Please continue to pray 
for the churches in Aleppo, 
where much of the fighting 
has been concentrated.

Iran
The Farsi Media Ministry 
team leadership is now 
based in America. The use of 
Internet streaming has prov-
en not only cost-effective but 
also very successful. Over 
the past few months there 
have been over 400,000 

We eagerly and joyfully 
received the very profes-
sional audio-visual pre-
sentation by this Internet-
savvy media crew—well-
trained in effectively 
reaching Muslims. What 
a heartwarming and 
assuring experience of 
the work of this dedicated 
staff, augmented by many 
local Arab volunteers—
theologically sound and 
spiritually mature. Their 
fruitful efforts reflect the 
Lord’s goodness and rich 
blessing on MERF’s grow-
ing outreach to Arab and 

Thanksgiving and prayers were 
inspired by each field report

MERF–Canada
Thank you for your faith-
ful support! Please make 

cheques payable to 
MERF-Canada and send 

them to the address at the 

bottom of the page.

Online donations can 
be made to Middle East 

Reformed Fellowship 
(Canada) Inc. through 
www.canadahelps.org
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We wish to inform supporters that the partnership with 

Back to God and Words of Hope for Arabic work has 

been discontinued. They no longer contribute to any 

MERF ministry. The strategic and effective Arabic Media 

Ministries, operated by MERF alone, continue to grow 

and reach millions. They have been kept faithful to the 

Scriptures and the historic Reformed faith.




