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A Light in Lahore

F rom its icy Himalayan 
peaks to its steamy 

Arabian seaports, Pakistan 
is a land of diversity—
diverse lifestyles, diverse 
languages, and diverse peo-
ples, often living as their 
ancestors did. About 40 
percent of its 200 million 
people do not read or write. 
Over 96 percent are Sunni 
and Shiite Muslims, about 
3 percent are Christian, and 
1 Sikh, Hindu, and other. 
Christians are largely a 
poor, uneducated commu-
nity who converted from 
the lowest Hindu classes 
last century under British 
rule.

In Lahore, all mix together 

ful of Christian slum chil-
dren. With the support 
of Westminster Biblical 
Missions (WBM) this has 
expanded to 2,200 students 
in four Calvin Academies 
located in different slum 
areas.

In 2008, after an earth-
quake rendered thousands 
of Pakistanis homeless in 
the snowy mountains above 
Lahore, MERF joined the 
partnership, enabling the 
love of Christ to be shared 
in diaconal aid to Muslim 
neighbors who suffered 
from this disaster. Two years 
later aid was also provided 
in Christ’s name to victims 
of massive flooding. MERF 
also enabled the building of 
a free medical clinic next to 
one of the Calvin schools as 
a steady witness to the pov-
erty-stricken community, 
Muslim and Christian alike.

as the bustling leading city 
of northeastern Pakistan, 
not far from the border 
with India. Lahore has been 
a cultural and trading cen-
ter through the rise and fall 
of many empires. Today it 
is Pakistan's second larg-
est city and capital of the 
Pakistani Punjab.

Slum Witness
Praise God for the wit-
ness of the Lahore Bible-
Believing Churches made 
up of 32 slum area con-
gregations reaching all the 
way to the neighboring city 
of Faisalabad. In 1990 the 
first Calvin Academy was 
established with a hand-
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suddenly mandated, which 
included the employment 
of trained armed guards. 
MERF support again 
enabled deadlines to be met. 

Cable TV
Praise God that despite 
tensions in the country, 
the Lahore Bible-Believing 
Churches and their Calvin 
schools continue to operate 
peacefully and grow. Beyond 
the church congregations, 
many eagerly receive God's 
Word over local cable TV 
in Lahore, Faisalabad, and 
Islamabad as well as on 
CDs and over the Internet. 
Please pray for the contin-
ued safety of the churches 
and Calvin schools as they 
bravely witness to the gos-

pel of Christ, serving as salt 
and light in this Muslim 
majority nation.

Praise & Prayer
Lokichoggio, Kenya: Praise 
God for the graduation of 
South Sudanese and other 
East African church lead-
ers from the third intensive 
three-month biblical train-
ing course held at the MERF 
Center this year. Pray for 
their ministries after return-
ing to their many different 
tribal communities.

Ethiopia: Praise God that 
Christians bypassed by 
aid in severely drought-
stricken Muslim areas have 
been sustained in body 
and encouraged in spirit by 
MERF-sponsored aid dis-
tributed by volunteers from 
faithful Ethiopian churches. 
Pray for a good harvest.

schools to both continue 
Christian education for the 
poor and raise up a local 
support base of alumni and 
local Christians in order to 
become self-sufficient.

With the rise of militant 
radical Islamic groups 
in Pakistan, security has 
become increasingly 
important. After terror-
ist events in the country 
last year, authorities sud-
denly required major secu-
rity measures for schools to 
remain open. MERF sup-
port enabled the immedi-
ate raising and fortifying of 
walls and gates so that not 
a day of classes was missed. 
Earlier this year, costly anti-
terror measures were again 
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“Now thanks  be to 
God who always 

leads us in triumph in 
Christ, and through us 
diffuses the fragrance 

of His knowledge in 
every place.”

—2 Corinthians 2:14

Light in Darkness
Today, in addition to the 
witness at two medical clin-
ics and two sewing instruc-
tion centers, the gospel goes 
out at 30 Bible literacy cen-
ters. A seminary prepares 
young men to plant church-
es and serve as their pas-
tors, and many of the gradu-
ates minister to two or more 
congregations. Praise God 
that all these congregations 
are self-supporting and are 
blessed by the slow addition 
of converts through Gospel 
work which must be carried 
out covertly.

The communities surround-
ing the schools continue 
to be blessed by the daily 
reading of Scriptures over 
the PA system. Neighbors in 
these populous areas stop to 
listen to the Word of God, 
and Muslims have repeat-
edly gone out of their way 
to express hearty thanks for 
the inspiring words.

Challenges
MERF has also enabled the 
Calvin Academies to reduce 
operating costs through 
various projects, such as 
rooftop solar systems. 
The goal is to enable these 
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MERF–Canada
Thank you for your faith-
ful support! Please make 

cheques payable to 
MERF-Canada and send 

them to the address at the 

bottom of the page.

Online donations can 
be made to Middle East 

Reformed Fellowship 
(Canada) Inc. through 
www.canadahelps.org
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