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Son of Mary, Son of God 
Response in Kind

This last statement inspired 
me to take action. So, ini-
tiating an Arabic phone 
call, also doing most of the 
talking, I sought to audibly 
clarify the true identity of 
Jesus. Obviously surprised 
to hear me speak Arabic, he 
seemed eager to listen in. I 
calmly explained that Jesus 
was not just a good prophet, 
but the One to whom Old 
Testament prophets point-
ed—the One who met the 
desperate human need by 
His substitutionary work 
as God-Man. I spoke how 
Jesus’ mission on earth was 
to take on Himself the pun-
ishment due to our sin by 
His death. It required His 
two natures to provide for 
divine justice while at the 
same time expressing God’s 
self-giving love towards the 
human race.

Off ense of Jesus
He seemed to listen intent-
ly and I returned to Christ’s 
office as prophet, adding 
that Jesus revealed complete-
ly who God is and fulfilled 
what is needed for saving the 
human race. Thus, He sealed 
and completely ended the 
revelatory office of prophet. 
At this, the man stood up, 
turned towards me with 
an angry look, and shook 
his head in disagreement. 
Obviously I had touched a 
most sensitive nerve—the 
legitimacy of any later proph-
et who claimed to speak for 

This is the title of a book 
by Dr. Stuart Olyott on 

the two natures of Christ 

which MERF published in 

Arabic translation. The doc-

trines of the Trinity, Christ’s 

Divine nature, and His 

redemptive work are per-

haps the most common sub-

jects Muslims query. 

Waiting in a Western airport 
for a connecting flight, I sat 
near a middle-aged man. He 
spoke loudly on the phone 
in Arabic with someone, 
doing most of the talking and 
complaining about his travel 
experience. 

The main subject of the 
conversation was the “blas-
phemous” belief of infidel 
Christians that God (Allah) 
has a son who became man 
in Jesus Christ (Issa). “They 
corrupt the good reputation 
of ‘Issa’ as a good prophet of 
Allah,” he said in exasperation.

God. This would include 
Mohammed, the founder of 
his religion. I did not have 
to say it; the conclusion was 
unavoidable. As he silently 
walked away, I could only 
pray that the message of the 
Gospel he had heard would, 
by God’s Spirit, continue to 
be at work in him and germi-

nate into lasting, saving faith.

Blessed Assurance
Christian apologetics must 

be founded on the fact that 

the central objective of God’s 

self-revelation in His inspired 

Word is to point to Christ. 

This is at the heart of the 

logical flow of Scripture from 

Arabic translation of Olyott’s 
Son of Mary, Son of God
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teaches that He is God indeed.”
Ahmed of Saudi Arabia 
writes: “I am learning from 
issa-almasih.com website 
about the supremacy of 
Christ (al-Masih) and about 
His great love. This contra-
dicts what I, and others in 
my religion, have been told to 
believe. It is so clear, He is far 
more than just a prophet or 
messenger from God (Allah).”

Waoud, a young Iraqi 
woman, writes from 
Baghdad: “After reading the 
book Frank Talk about Issa 
Al-Masih on your website, I 
realized the truth that Jesus 
(Issa) is indeed the Son of 
God.”

We have much reason for 
thanksgiving as we see grow-
ing numbers of Muslims 
embracing the message of 
the Gospel. Please pray for 
staff and volunteer teams in 
Lebanon, Egypt, and Sudan 
as they work together to pres-
ent audio and text materials 
faithful to God’s Word and 
relevant to Muslim audiences 
and website visitors. Pray also 
for those involved in one-to-
one contact with those seek-
ing further spiritual instruc-
tion via email, text messag-
ing, Skype and social media.

erate faith and transform 
lives (Rom. 10:17). Even the 
receiving of the Spirit comes 
by the “hearing of faith” (Gal. 
3:2). This truth gives assur-
ance and comfort to all God’s 
people, including the grow-
ing numbers leaving Islam to 
follow the Lord Jesus.

MERF’s Arabic 
Media Ministries 

Many Arabic speakers in the 
22 nations of the Arab League 
listen to our gospel broad-
casts on medium or short 
wave radio. A growing num-
ber listen over the internet 
and have the added oppor-
tunity of reading the Arabic 
Bible and benefiting from the 
sound literature download-
able for free from the min-
istry websites. The program 
“Titles of Jesus” generates 
much response:

Hazem from Tunisia 
writes: “I grew up being 
taught that Jesus (Issa) never 
attributed to Himself a divine 
nature. After listening to the 
program, I realized how wrong 
that was. I now have no doubt 
that the Holy Bible clearly 
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“This only I want to 
learn from you: Did 

you receive the Spirit 
by the works of the 

law, or by the hearing 
of faith?” 

—Galatians 3:1–2 

“So then faith comes 
by hearing, and 

hearing by the word 
of God.”

—Romans 10:17

Genesis to Revelation, the 
central theme that unifies the 
Old and New Testaments. 
As we tactfully yet faithfully 
share this truth with Muslims 
and others, we stand on God’s 
promise to open hearts and 
minds by the power of His 
Spirit through His Word. The 
revealed Word in the Bible 
climaxes in Jesus, the Word 
in the flesh, the incarnate 
Son of God. Nothing more is 
needed. It is all in Scripture 
and its proclamation is what 
the Holy Spirit uses to gen-

Frank talk about Issa al Masih (cover)

Faith and Hearing (Rom. 10:17)
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Thank you for your faith-
ful support! Please make 

cheques payable to 
MERF-Canada and send 

them to the address at the 

bottom of the page.

Online donations can 
be made to Middle East 

Reformed Fellowship 
(Canada) Inc. through 
www.canadahelps.org
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