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Gospel Hope in Ethiopia 

folk Islam traditionally domi-
nates Oromo culture. Islam 
is even more dominant in 
the Somali language areas of 
Ethiopia. These are the dry, 
less populated regions to 
the east and south, border-
ing Somalia and Kenya. In 
Ethiopia, Somali-speaking 

Although Ethiopia could 
be described as a col-

orful quilt of over 70 varied 
tribes and languages, most 
of the country is linked 
together by three main lan-
guages—Amharic, Oromo, 
and Somali. About a third of 
the total population, mostly 
living in the north central 
region, speak Amharic as 
their native tongue. 

Amharic has long had its 
own distinctive alphabet 
and literature, and it is the 
official language of Ethiopia. 
Amharic is also the language 
of the traditional Ethiopian 
Orthodox Church, steeped in 
superstition, but with a small 
back-to-the-Bible movement.

Islamic Peoples
The Oromo language is the 
native tongue of another 
third of the Ethiopian popu-
lation. Oromo people largely 
reside in the south and west 
central regions that surround 
the capital, Addis Ababa. In 
towns and urban areas, there 
is a significant and growing 
number of openly professing 
Oromo Christians. However, 

Top: Hundreds attend Bible teaching 
conferences in Gambella in West Ethiopia; 
Bottom: Training men and women to be 

regional Bible study group leaders 

Christians enjoy freedom 

of religion, but due to mili-

tant Islam prevailing in the 

region, most Somali-speaking 

Christians exercise their faith 

quietly and must share it with 

friends and family with dis-

cretion.

El Ninos
The high mountains of 
Ethiopia dramatically shape 
the whole of East Africa. 
Peaks and valleys divide 
Ethiopia into isolated com-
munities with very different 
living environments. The 
western half of the coun-
try has good rainfall, with 
streams rushing down into 
the Blue Nile. The east-
ern side of these mountain 
heights descending down 
to the Somali coast receive 
much less rain. Recently 
El Ninos weather patterns 
intensified conditions, result-
ing in crop failures and live-
stock deaths, bringing hunger 
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Biblical Training
Responding to God’s Word 
over the radio, young 
Christians and new converts 
gather together in small fel-
lowships in various parts of 
the country. These young 
churches long for steady, 
in-depth Bible teaching, but 
qualified pastors and Bible 
teachers are few. MERF-
sponsored biblical training 
conferences in different parts 
of the country help in build-
ing up the church in Ethiopia. 

This year already, sever-
al biblical training events 
have taken place in different 
regions. Most were two-day 
Bible study conferences for 
pastors and evangelists from 
different tribes. Some trav-
eled long distances to partici-
pate. 

Also, the MERF team made 

a 12-day trip to the Gambella 
province bordering South 
Sudan to give biblical train-
ing in four different towns. 
At each location, many hun-
dreds filled facilities to over-
flowing, eager to receive 
Bible teaching.

Prayer Requests
 � Praise God that despite 

sufferings from drought, there 
is hunger and thirst for God’s 
Word in Ethiopia.

 � Pray for broadcasters to 
be strengthened to bring the 
eternal hope in Christ rel-
evantly to those suffering from 
drought. 

 � Pray for Gospel messages 
to promote peace between 
different tribes and language 
groups that have seen ten-
sions flare into conflict over 
scarce resources recently.

 � Pray for the many refugees 
from the conflict in Somalia 
to find comfort in Christ 
through the gospel broadcasts 
and the testimony of faithful 
Ethiopian Christians.

Above: Biblical foundations for raising 
children are also included in the training 

programs;  Below: Abdusselam (on 
right), a Muslim convert records his 

testimony in Oromo with Getachew.

tries, and beyond. An inter-
net and text messaging min-
istry is also developing. 

“I am always encouraged to 
stand fast in my faith.”—S. 
A., Kelem Wolega 

“Don’t forget to remember us 
in your prayers, as you know 
we have many challenges 
from our Muslim relatives.”—
K. B., Zeway

Literature 
There is a shortage of good 
Christian literature in 
Ethiopian languages. Praise 
God for the recent publi-
cation of a Children’s Bible 
and gospel tracts in Somali. 
Pray that these may reach 
the hands of those in whose 
hearts the Lord is at work. 
Translation into Amharic of 
Preaching: Pure and Simple
by Stuart Olyott has begun. 

A Children’s Catechism 
is also being translated 
into both Amharic and 
Somali. 

Pray that these may 
soon be brought to 
completion and dis-
tributed. Pray also for 
the Lord’s provision of 
qualified translators for 
much-needed Oromo 
Christian literature.
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“Peace I leave with 

you, My peace I give to 
you; not as the world 
gives do I give to you. 
Let not your heart be 

troubled, neither let it 
be afraid.”—John 14:27

in the worst drought in 50 
years! 

Although Ethiopia is much 
better prepared than in the 
1980s, more help is need-
ed. Despite some interna-
tional food aid, ten million 
Ethiopians are hungry today. 
About 400,000 acutely mal-
nourished children’s lives are 
at serious risk. Not enough 
food aid has been sent for this 
natural disaster due to inter-
national focus on sufferings 
of wars elsewhere. Ethiopian 
authorities and aid agencies 
are working together to try to 
save lives. 

Pray especially for the 
Lord’s provision to feed 
Christians bypassed in the 
distribution of meager aid 
in drought-stricken Muslim 
areas.

Eternal Food 
The multi-ethnic MERF team 
of keen Ethiopian Christians 
works tirelessly to carry out 
gospel-centered, life-chang-
ing ministries. The focus is 
on biblical training of spiri-
tual leaders across this vast 
country. Their gospel radio 
messages carry the good 
news of eternal hope in 
Christ in each of the three 
major Ethiopian languag-
es—Amharic, Oromo, and 
Somali. These uplifting pro-
grams aired several times a 
week feed great spiritual hun-
ger and stimulate thankful 
responses from throughout 
Ethiopia, neighboring coun-

MERF–Canada
Thank you for your faith-

ful support! Please make 

cheques payable to 

MERF-Canada and send 

them to the address at the 

bottom of the page.

Online donations can 

be made to Middle East 

Reformed Fellowship 

(Canada) Inc. through 

www.canadahelps.org
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