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Faithful Egyptian Elders 

met each other for the first 

time at the conference. By 

the end of eight days they 

had become good friends 

and partners committed 

to praying for one another 

and keeping in close touch.

Biblical Eldership
They returned home 
enthused to serve more 
diligently as “overseers” of 
the Lord’s flocks which are 
entrusted to their care. This 
conference will be followed 
by 2 three-day regional 
conferences for many more 
elders—one in Upper Egypt 

By Past or 
Vict or Atallah

Last month we hosted   a 
conference at John 

Calvin Center on the island 

of Cyprus for 26 elders from 

churches all across Egypt. 

(The vast majority of the 

92 million Egyptians are 

Muslim, with 14 to 20 per-

cent professing Christians. 

About 1.5 million of these 

are committed evan-

gelicals.) These Egyptian 

elders were selected by a 

national committee of the 

Synod of the Nile. Many 

Eager to grow in God’s Word 
at John Calvin Center

and the other in Alexandria 
in the summer and autumn 
of this year. MERF partners 
with this Synod committee 
towards realizing a vision of 
activating a biblical practice 
of church eldership. The 
role of elders is crucial in 
maintaining sound minis-
tries of evangelism, preach-
ing, and pastoral care. This 
serves the cause of the puri-
ty and unity of God’s people 
in the whole region.

Christ is the Focus
I co-taught the group with 
two other Arab pastors. 
My sessions focused on the 

Old Testament books’ pro-

gressive teaching on the 

immensity of sin and the 

movement towards God’s 

Pastor Victor Atallah
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Vital Role
The church in Egypt rep-
resents the vast majority of 
Bible-believing Christianity 
in the Arabic-speaking 
world. At times like these, 
when many more Muslims 
are turning to Christ, a 
stronger commitment to 
the “whole counsel of God” 
is vital for two reasons. On 
the one hand, it preserves 
faithfulness to Scripture and 
the historic tenets of the 
Reformation in the face of 
aggressive attempts to intro-
duce Western liberalism. 
On the other hand, it pro-
vides an important prepara-
tion for healthy Gospel har-
vest among Muslim peoples 
in Arab lands and beyond.

What an assuring and grati-
fying reminder of how the 
Lord continues to fulfil His 
many promises to bless all 
families of the earth through 
promised Messiah, the seed 
of Abraham, the Savior of 
the world. (Please meditate 
on Genesis 12:1–2, Isaiah 19: 
18–25, and Galatians 3:26–
29)

Top: MERF’s Director of Biblical Training, 
Pastor James Hakim leading a session;  

Bottom: Some of the elders enjoying an 
outing in Cyprus

warming. There were ear-

nest prayers for suffering 

peoples in the neighboring 

Arab countries of Syria, 

Iraq, Libya, and Yemen, 

needing the comfort that 

only Christ can give. They 

also expressed renewed zeal 

to reach out to lost Muslims 

with Christ’s saving Gospel.

I will never forget a portion 
of a prayer offered by one of 
the elders: “Lord, my pres-
ence in this blessed gather-
ing was of your own divine 
providence. Have mercy on 
me so that I repent of sloth-
fulness, and help me realize 
my determination to be a 
more caring elder....”
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“And it will be for a 
sign and for a witness 

to the Lord of hosts 
in the land of Egypt; 

for they will cry to the 
Lord because of the 

oppressors, and He will 
send them a Savior and 
a Mighty One, and He 

will deliver them. Then 
the Lord will be known 

to Egypt, and the 
Egyptians will know the 

Lord in that day, and 
will make sacrifice and 
offering; yes, they will 

make a vow to the Lord 
and perform it.”

—Isaiah 19:20–21

saving plan in the promised 
Messiah. My two colleagues 
were Pastors Maged Karam 
and James Hakim. Pastor 
Maged dealt with Jesus’ I 
AM passages in the Gospel 
of John, and Pastor James 
stressed the New Testament 
affirmation of the bibli-
cal qualifications, call-
ing, and self-giving nature 
of the office of elder. The 
overall theme was serving 
as under-shepherds for the 
great Shepherd of the sheep.

Ready for Service
To varying degrees, the 
elders were all aware of 
MERF services to their 
churches. Many regularly 
pray for MERF ministries. 
A growing number active-
ly contribute in teaching, 
translation, discipling con-
verts, and other voluntary 
services. Some have been 
involved in MERF’s fruit-
ful Arabic media programs. 
Over the years, key leaders 
of the Synod have faithfully 
served on MERF’s local field 
committee.

Praying Together
The conference prayer ses-
sions were always heart-

MERF–Canada
Thank you for your faith-

ful support! Please make 

cheques payable to 

MERF-Canada and send 

them to the address at the 

bottom of the page.

Online donations can 
be made to Middle East 

Reformed Fellowship 
(Canada) Inc. through 
www.canadahelps.org
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