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Reaching Disenchanted Muslims 

to have been delivered from 
heaven to Mohammed 
through the angel Gabriel. 
Even the most literate native 
speakers have difficulty 
understanding its archaic 
Arabic language. About one 
third is in very rhythmic 
ambiguous language, with all 
kinds of disputable interpre-
tations.

Mohammed’s Sayings
The Hadith is a vast collec-
tion of sayings attributed to 
Mohammed from second, 
third, and fourth witnesses 
claiming he infallibly spoke 
in thousands of different 
occasions. These supple-
ment the Koran for judg-
ments on the minute details 
of Islamic beliefs and prac-
tices, and are foundational 
for the Islamic world and life 
view. 

Fanatics insist that Hadith is 
binding on all Muslims, even 
on matters reflecting the 
nomadic desert lifestyle of 
the prophet and his contem-
poraries. Some of these say-
ings approve and promote 

Over 60 percent of 
Muslims today are 

under thirty-nine years of 
age. The majority of adults 
are literate and use cell 
phones. A growing number 
own smart phones and are 
active on the internet. Thus, 
they are exposed to infor-
mation that increasingly 
raises questions and doubts 
about Islam.  

Moreover, rash claims and 
repulsive actions of the small 
number of Islamic zealots is 
intensifying the wave of dis-
illusionment among thinking 
Muslims. So does the grow-
ing violent tensions between 
the two main branches of 
Islam—Sunni and Shiite. 
Since the late 1970s more 
than three million people 
have been killed in conflicts 
between them.

Islam’s Language
Arabic is the language of 
both the Koran and Hadith, 
the two sources of Islam. 
It is forbidden to translate 
the Koran, as it is believed 

violent Jihad (religious war). 
A growing number of edu-
cated Muslims reject Hadith 
outright.

Who Are Th ey?
Less than 3 percent of 
Muslims worldwide prac-
tice the minimum Islamic 
requirements. Less than 5 
percent even know the basics 
of Islam. In fact, the vast 
majority of Muslims do not 

speak Arabic. Indonesians, 
Bangladeshis, Pakistanis, 
Nigerians, Turks, Iranians 
and others are required to 
memorize Arabic prayers 
which they do not under-
stand. 

The heart of Islam is the 
Arab World where it devel-
oped and from which it 
advanced to other parts of 
Africa and Asia. Ironically, 
today it is Arabic-speaking 
disenchanted Muslim schol-
ars who are leading the rap-
idly growing defections from 
Islam.

Strategic Arabic
Over many years, MERF’s 
most strategic mission-
ary endeavor has been in 
the Arabic language. From 
MERF’s inception, the con-
viction has been that the 
foundation for faithful and 
fruitful ministry among 
all Muslim peoples must 
first be established in the 
Arabic heartland of the 

Arab youth are Internet savvy.
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They are spiritually nour-
ished by local Arab churches 
which also provide many 
volunteers for discipling of 
the growing number of con-
verts. In addition to target-
ing teens and young adults, 
specialized programs effec-
tively reach out to children 
and families. Talented female 
members of the teams are 
able to connect with Muslim 
women.

Ministering to Refugees
The Lord has used this holis-
tic vision and strategy to 
also bless diaconal efforts 
among Syrian, Iraqi, and 
other Arab refugees. Today, 
more and more Muslim 
peoples are disenchanted in 
Arab lands—from Morocco 
on the west coast of North 

Africa, eastward across the 
Middle East to Iraq and 
down south to Saudi Arabia 
and Yemen. They are ready 
for the Gospel alternative.

Fatima K. of Yemen is an ele-
mentary school teacher. She 
says: “…what a joy to receive 
a written note from parents of 
one of my pupils to thank me 
for teaching her to memorize 
the heavenly words of Jesus 
about loving one’s enemies…I 
am able to refer many to your 
website which is full of good 
things about God’s salvation 
from sin and hell through the 
Gospel of Jesus.”

Above: Online children’s programs 
often involve the whole family. Left:

Arabic media team discussion. Providing 
literature suited for Muslim converts is one 

of MERF’s Arabic Media priority items.

The Arabic ministry has also 
led in developing the use of 
the Internet—email, website 
ministries, Skype contacts, 
Facebook pages and other 
social media, online radio, 
and cell phone text messag-
ing.

Human Resources
Today, MERF teams of 
well-trained native Arabic-
speaking Christians who 
understand Islam and are 
able to connect with Arab 
Muslim peoples bring the 
gospel message to millions. 
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“How beautiful upon 
the mountains a re 
the feet of him who 

brings good news, who 
proclaims peace, who 

brings glad tidings 
of good things, who 

proclaims salvation, 
who says to Zion, ‘Your 

God reigns!’ ”
—Isaiah 52:7

Muslim world. This has been 
accomplished by a holistic, 
four-fold approach binding 
together evangelism, church 
extension, biblical train-
ing, and diaconal aid. The 
focus has always been train-
ing teams of committed and 
qualified local people to do 
the work.

God’s Provision
The Lord has provided the 
human resources through 
the productive ministries of 
faithful pioneer missionaries. 
Godly native people fluent 
in the language and cultur-
ally sensitive can effectively 
bring the Gospel of God’s 
saving grace to their own 
people. MERF’s vision ini-
tially focused on the Arabic 
language, giving priority to 
radio broadcasting and pub-
lication of sound Arabic lit-
erature. Other Muslim lan-
guage work followed, until 
today the Gospel is pro-
claimed in ten languages of 
the Muslim world, includ-
ing Somalis, Ethiopians, 
South Sudanese, Iranians, 
Pakistanis, and Indonesians. 

MERF–Canada
Thank you for your faith-

ful support! Please make 

cheques payable to 

MERF-Canada and send 

them to the address at the 

bottom of the page.

Online donations can 
be made to Middle East 

Reformed Fellowship 
(Canada) Inc. through 
www.canadahelps.org
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