L I V I N G T H E S TO RY

OF GOD THIS WEEK
Open Door: Foundation
Celebrate Recovery
Open Door: Foundation
Divorce Care: Howard’s Office
Divorce Care for Kids: Gems Room
GriefShare: Room 6
Celebrate Recovery Step Study: Howard’s Office
Men’s Bible Study: Fellowship Hall
Open Door: Foundation
HS Youth Group: Foundation

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP — Invite your family and friends to
join us on Monday, December 24 at 5:00pm. A special offering will
be received for the Deacons’ Benevolent Fund.

SHEPHERDING PASTORATES — Alphabetical by last name:

FINANCIAL GIVING ENVELOPES — Are available in the
mailboxes; if you did not receive envelopes and would like them,
contact Sadie in the office. Forms to give electronically, or to
change your giving for 2019 are available in the rack in the lobby.

M 2:00p
6:30p
T 2:00p
6:30p
6:30p
6:30p
W 6:30p
Th 6:30a
2:00p
5:15p

A-B — Elder Harry & Deacon Leona van der Meer
C-G — Elder Scott Schneider & Deacon Lillian Hackathorn
H-L — Elder Steve Stinson & Deacon Les Bangma
M-R — Elder Steve Haringa & Deacon John Hendrikse
S-Z — Elder Weberton Figueiredo & Deacon Sue Cooper

This morning we are thrilled to have our children lead us in
worship as they present their pageant, “Census Time in
Bethlehem”! As we continue through our Advent journey
focusing on the Names of Christ, this pageant joyfully reminds us
who and why we celebrate this season… the coming of our
Messiah!

CARE — COME ALONGSIDE OTHERS
LET'S PRAY! — A Christmas newsletter was sent out this week
from our Resonate Global missionaries—Larry & Ruth Spalink
along with a ministry update from John & Carol Berthelette—
Merry Christmas to all our Missionaries around the world!

GROW — CULTIVATE YOUR FAITH
FROM COUNCIL — Thank you to all who joined us this past
Thursday for our annual meeting. We heard encouraging ministry
reports from our staff as well as updates from the deacons. Chris
Epplett reported on the work of the Transition Team. Brett Buma
and Randy DeVries gave an update on the Building Restoration
project. Mike Anema, Jack Crawford, Mark Hackathorn & John
Vriesema were received as elders and Michelle Graves, Keith
VandenAkker & Alicia Wierenga were selected as deacons. The
2019 budget was also unanimously approved. We look forward to
what God will do through our church in 2019! Thank you for your
continued prayers and support.
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SERVE — CONTRIBUTE YOUR TALENTS & RESOURCES

FROM THE DEACONS — Thank you to all who generously
donated Christmas gifts to Northbridge families in need.
Together, we donated to 28 families including 90 children with a
total of 180 gifts which will be distributed TODAY after worship.
Thanks for being a blessing to others!

COFFEE SETUP — If you are willing to help make coffee before
worship (instructions provided) please see our office admin,
Sadie. We have empty slots and would love to fill them! Thanks!!

REACH OUT — CONNECT WITH OUR COMMUNITY

FESTIVAL OF CAROLS — Join us tonight at 5:30pm at Fairlawn
CRC for a joint worship gathering led by choral and
congregational singing that tells the Story of the birth of our
Lord! A free-will offering will be taken for the NAC Food Pantry.
Nursery will be available, and refreshments will be served after
the service.
A FREE CHRISTMAS DINNER — will be held at noon on
December 25 at the Methodist Church at 61 Linwood Avenue.
2109 JANUARY SERIES LECTURES — You are invited to the
Calvin College January Series beginning January 3 and continuing
weekdays through January 23 at Fairlawn Church. Each lecture
will be shown via live feed from Calvin College, 12:30-1:30pm.
Visit calvin.edu/january for more details on the presenters,
topics, the remote site locations, times, online listening, and past
presentation archives.

Welcome! We’re so glad that you're here. If you've been worshipping
with us for a long time or you're entering the doors of a church for
the first time, it is our hope that you'll experience a kind welcome, a
sense of genuine community, and the grace and truth of Jesus Christ
that the Christian Church has celebrated for centuries. If you're asking
questions about faith and spirituality, join us in our formation
opportunities and ministry events to learn more and meet others.
Help us get to know you or let us know how we can pray for you by
filling in the Communication Card in the pew and putting it in the
offering basket—we'll be in touch. The Lord be with you!

WORSHIP — Celebrate What God Is Doing

We would love to assist in helping your kids become devoted
followers of Christ! Visit the KidStreet check-in station in the
foyer to get a security tag so your kids can join us downstairs. If
you arrive after the worship service has started and need help
checking in, assistance is available at the nursery. The nursery is
open to infants-3 year olds. We are downstairs ready to serve
you! Our KidStreet Class for PreK-2nd grade is dismissed to go
with teachers right before the sermon. Please bring your
security tag to pick up your children after the service. We are
excited to serve you!

Names of Christ—Messiah
Messiah means “Anointed One”. Someone who is anointed is “chosen
for a high honor of a special job”.1 The people of God had been
waiting for the Messiah for hundreds of years- waiting for the One
who would come for the “special job” of delivering them. Of course
there would be great joy when he came! Isaiah prophesied of that
day when he described it as refreshment in a dry desert: “The desert
and the parched land will be glad; the wilderness will rejoice and
blossom. Like the crocus, it will burst into bloom; it will rejoice greatly
and shout for joy” (Isaiah 35:1-2). Jesus is the Messiah, the Anointed
One, the One promised by God to be the deliverer of his people,
Israel. Today we celebrate with joy! [1. Sally Michael, God’s Names, P&R
Publishing, © 2011, p 98]

G AT H E R
Welcome & Announcements
Call to Worship
We gather in preparation
for good news is about to be proclaimed.
We gather in expectation
for joy is about to explode in our midst.
We gather in celebration
for we are those people who have said yes to the
manger, yes to love enfleshed, yes to the one
incarnate for others, yes to the wholeness of God.
With preparation and in expectation, let us celebrate!

Isaiah continues: “The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad,
the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the crocus it shall
blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing.”
And the apostle John says, “These are written that you may
believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by
believing you may have life in his name.”
We light these candles as a sign of our waiting and hope for the
coming Christ.
As we wait expectantly for Christ’s promised return, we live in
the assurance of God’s gracious forgiveness.
Thanks be to God!
SONG: Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming
Passing the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you!
COMMIT
Morning Prayers
Offerings: 1) Pleasant Street Ministries; 2) Faith Promise
Moment for Missions: Sergei Sosedkin - Back to God Hour

WORD
SONG: All Creation Sing
Candle Lighting
The Advent wreath is a circle with no beginning and no end. It
is a symbol of God’s unending love and faithfulness.
The prophet Isaiah said, “The Lord himself will give you a sign:
the virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will
call him Immanuel.” “For to us a child is born, to us a son is
given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will
be called… Prince of Peace.”

Children’s Musical: Census Time in Bethlehem
Scripture: John 4:19-26 + “Not Just Another Baby Boy”

SEND
Benediction
May our Lord Jesus Christ, the one who came with grace and
truth, also fill your hearts with grace and truth, as you serve
him in the days ahead. And may the joy of the Lord—Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit— be your strength.
Amen.

SONG: Go Tell It on the Mountain
Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere.
Go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born.
While shepherds kept their watching o’er silent flocks by night,
behold, throughout the heavens there shone a holy light.
The shepherds feared and trembled when lo! above the earth,
rang out the angel chorus that hailed our Savior’s birth.
Down in a lowly manger our humble Christ was born,
and God sent us salvation that blessed Christmas morn.
Dismissal
Let us go forth with joy to serve the world as those who love
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
Thanks be to God!

