L I V I N G T H E S TO RY

OF

GOD THIS WEEK

Today - 4:30p Sunday Night Bible Study at Cecile Gaigals'; I Samuel 9-10

M 9:30a Women’s Bible Study: Fellowship Hall
2:00p Open Door: Foundation
6:30p Celebrate Recovery
T 9:30a Coffee Break: Fellowship Hall; Childcare
2:00p Open Door: Foundation
6:30p Divorce Care: Howard’s Office
6:30p Divorce Care for Kids: Gems Room
6:30p GriefShare: Room 6
W 6:30p Celebrate Recovery Step Study: Howard’s Office
7:00p Christmas Choir Rehearsal: Sanctuary
Th 6:30a Men’s Bible Study: Fellowship Hall
2:00p Open Door: Foundation
5:15p

HS Youth Group: Foundation

MINISTRY STAFF — HOW CAN WE SERVE YOU?

Care Ministries: Rev. Howard DeVries; Youth: Annika Bangma;
Children: Kate Martinka; Worship: Becky VandenAkker; Office/
Finance: Sadie Perkins / firstname@pscrc.org

SHEPHERDING PASTORATES — Alphabetical by last name:

A-B — Elder Harry & Deacon Leona van der Meer
C-G — Elder Scott Schneider & Deacon Lillian Hackathorn
H-L — Elder Steve Stinson & Deacon Les Bangma
M-R — Elder Steve Haringa & Deacon John Hendrikse
S-Z — Elder Weberton Figueiredo & Deacon Sue Cooper

WE WARMLY WELCOME — This morning Pastor Mike Sullivan,
from Emmaus City Church, who will preach the Word.
When you want to get to know someone, where do you start?
How do you introduce yourself? Usually you start with
someone’s name. Did you know that there are a few hundred
names for Jesus in the Bible? Each name says something special
about Him. It seems no single name can explain who Jesus is or
what he means for us. Not even all the names together can
capture his being! Throughout this Advent and Christmas season,
we will explore just a few of the names of Christ. It is our hope
and prayer that you will grow to have a deeper understanding
and love for him. Soli Deo Gloria!

EMMANUEL — In his gospel, Matthew reminds us that God had
fulfilled what he promised through the prophets: “The virgin will
conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him
Immanuel” (which means ‘God with us’) (Matthew 1:23). For
God to dwell among us and to be with us is a tremendous thing.
Before He was incarnated as the man Jesus, God seemed far
away from us, dwelling in the heavens in unapproachable light.
But as a man on earth, Jesus, the very God Himself, was a
touchable, reachable, approachable man. He was truly Emmanuel,
God with us. –Bibles for America blog, © 2018
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CARE — COME ALONGSIDE OTHERS

LET'S PRAY! — for our shut-ins at this time of the year: Gladys
Bajema, Gladys Bangma, Mike Beinema, Joyce Buteyn, Alice Cook,
Jane Ebbeling, Ron Jorritsma, Gladys Nydam, Betty Nydam, Jim
Nydam, Herman Oosterman, Harold Swart and Theona Taylor.
MANY THANKS — I have overwhelming gratitude for the
prayers, cards, notes and food I received as we grieve the sudden
passing of Lori. It was so heartwarming for my family to see so
many from Pleasant Street attend the calling hours and memorial
service. We knew Lori was loved and had touched many lives,
both young and old, but it was beyond our knowing as we heard
hundreds of students, their families and friends express their
love and appreciation for what she meant to them. Our family
was blessed—Barb!
COUNCIL ANNOUNCEMENTS
AT THE CONGREGATIONAL — meeting on Dec. 13, new
elders (4) and deacons (3) will be selected by lot. Nominations
for elder are Mike Anema, Jack Crawford, Mark Hackathorn,
and John Vriesema. Nominations for deacon are Ruth Haringa,
Michael O’Rourke, Keith VandenAkker and Alicia Wierenga.
Additional nominees maybe announced today.
BUILDING RESTORATION FUND — If you haven’t done so
already, please make your donation and pledge soon. The goal is
100% participation by members of the congregation so we can
continue God’s story together at PSCRC. An update will be
provided at the congregational meeting.

Welcome! We’re so glad that you're here. If you've been worshipping
with us for a long time or you're entering the doors of a church for
the first time, it is our hope that you'll experience a kind welcome, a
sense of genuine community, and the grace and truth of Jesus Christ
that the Christian Church has celebrated for centuries. If you're asking
questions about faith and spirituality, join us in our formation
opportunities and ministry events to learn more and meet others.
Help us get to know you or let us know how we can pray for you by
filling in the Communication Card in the pew and putting it in the
offering basket—we'll be in touch. The Lord be with you!

WORSHIP — Celebrate What God Is Doing

We would love to assist in helping your kids become devoted
followers of Christ! Visit the KidStreet check-in station in the
foyer to get a security tag so your kids can join us downstairs. If
you arrive after the worship service has started and need help
checking in, assistance is available at the nursery. The nursery is
open to infants-3 year olds. We are downstairs ready to serve
you! Our KidStreet Class for PreK-2nd grade is dismissed to go
with teachers right before the sermon. Please bring your
security tag to pick up your children after the service. We are
excited to serve you!

Collect (Prayer of Preparation)
God of timeless grace, you fill us with hopeful expectation.
Make us ready for the message that prepares the way, that
with uprightness of heart we may eagerly await the kingdom
of your Son, Jesus Christ, who reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, now and forever. Amen.

G AT H E R
Welcome & Announcements
Choral anthem: Come, Emmanuel
Call to Worship—based on Isaiah 40:3
A voice cries:
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the
Lord, make straight in the desert a highway
for our God.”
As we worship today, let us prepare to welcome God’s
dramatic work in our midst, in our hearts, in our
community, and in all of creation.
Let us worship God.
SONG: Angels from the Realms of Glory
Call to Confession
Truly, the Lamb of God comes with pardon, giving hope to all
creation. In hope and confidence, then, as children of God, we
come before God during this Advent season with the honest
longings of our hearts, and of all creation. In that hope,
let us pray.
Prayer of Confession
Merciful God, always with us, always coming:
We confess that we do not know how to prepare for your
Advent. We have forgotten how to hope in miracles; we have
ignored the promise of your kingdom; we get distracted by all
the busyness of this season. Forgive us, God. Grant us the
simple wonder of the shepherds, the intelligent courage of the
Magi, and the patient faith of Mary and Joseph, that we may
journey with them to Bethlehem and find the good news of a

child born for us. Now, in the quiet of our hearts, we ask you to
make us ready for his coming. Amen.

Passing the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you!

Silent Confession
Children’s Message
God of grace, ever faithful to your promises, the earth rejoices in
hope of our Savior’s coming and looks forward with longing to
his return at the end of time. Prepare our hearts to receive him
when he comes, for he is Lord forever and ever. Amen.
Words of Encouragement
As we hear the ancient prophecies of the coming of Emmanuel,
we long for the day when death will be swallowed up and every
tear will be wiped away. As we wait expectantly for Christ’s
promised return, we live in the assurance of God’s gracious
forgiveness.
Thanks be to God!
SONG: O Come, O Come Emmanuel
Candle lighting—based on Isaiah 7:14; Luke 1:28
The Advent wreath is a circle with no beginning and no end. It is
a symbol of God’s unending love and faithfulness and our neverending hope.
The prophet Isaiah said, “The Lord himself will give you a sign:
the virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will
call him Immanuel.” The angel Gabriel said to the virgin Mary,
“Greetings you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.”
We rejoice that we too have found favor with God. God’s
mercy extends to those who fear him from generation to
generation.
We light this candle as a sign of our waiting and hope for the
coming Christ.
Thanks be to God!
SONG: God Made Low

KIDSTREET Dismissal — Children Pre-K to 2nd Grade

WORD
Morning Prayers
Isaiah 7:14 (p558); Zechariah 14:9 (p777); Revelation
21:1-6, 22-24, 27; 22:16-17 (p 1004-1005) + ‘Magnify Jesus,
Our Immanuel’
COMMIT
ECHO Dismissal — Children 3rd — 5th Grade
Offerings: Pleasant Street Ministries
SONG: Sing to the King

SEND
Benediction—Romans 15:12-13
Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to
rule the Gentiles; in him the Gentiles shall hope.” May the God
of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you
may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
SONG: Soon and Very Soon
Dismissal
Let us go forth in the hope of Emmanuel, God with us, to love
and serve the world.
Thanks be to God!

