L I V I N G T H E S TO RY

OF GOD
M 5:00 Christmas Eve Service: Come Join us!
T Merry Christmas!

THIS WEEK

MINISTRY STAFF — HOW CAN WE SERVE YOU?

Care Ministries: Rev. Howard DeVries; Youth: Annika Bangma;
Children: Kate Martinka; Worship: Becky VandenAkker; Office/
Finance: Sadie Perkins / firstname@pscrc.org

SHEPHERDING PASTORATES — Alphabetical by last name:

A-B — Elder Harry & Deacon Leona van der Meer
C-G — Elder Scott Schneider & Deacon Lillian Hackathorn
H-L — Elder Steve Stinson & Deacon Les Bangma
M-R — Elder Steve Haringa & Deacon John Hendrikse
S-Z — Elder Weberton Figueiredo & Deacon Sue Cooper

WE WARMLY WELCOME — This morning Pastor Ken Nydam who
will preach the Word.

CARE — COME ALONGSIDE OTHERS
LET'S PRAY! — For Barb Van Reed & family as Barb’s mom,
Christine Lane passed away peacefully last Wednesday at St.
Camillus—The Lord be with you! Please remember Mel
VandenAkker as he is at the last stages of his pancreatic cancer
and Grace Nyenhuis who is having hand surgery. A December
newsletter was sent out this week from our Resonate Global
Missionaries Leanne & Caspar Geisterfer along with a Christmas
newsletter from Shirley Kooistra. We give thanks and pray for
those who serve in our nation’s Armed Services and we
remember our Veterans. We wish them a Very Merry Christmas!
DIVORCE CARE & GRIEF-SHARE — New groups will start
Tuesday, January 8 at 6:30pm. See Pastor Howard for more
information.

GROW — CULTIVATE YOUR FAITH
CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP — Invite your family and friends to
join us tomorrow at 5:00pm for a Christmas Eve candlelight
service. A special offering will be received for the Deacons’
Benevolent Fund. ‘O come let us adore Him!”

THURSDAY MEN’S BIBLE STUDY — will meet again on January
3 at 6:30am every week in the fellowship hall with our continued
study in Max Lucado’s book, Anxious for Nothing, chapter 4. New
members are welcome.
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WOMEN’S WEEKLY PSALMS BIBLE STUDY — will reconvene on
January 7 at 9:30am in the fellowship hall. All women are welcome!
BEREA DEEP FREEZE RETREAT — 2019, will be February 22-24.
Registrations and $50 deposit are due to Annika by today! All
students in grades 6-12 are welcome to attend!

SERVE — CONTRIBUTE YOUR TALENTS & RESOURCES

THE DEACONS — would like to thank those who purchased
Christmas gifts for the 90 children in our community. Your
generosity brought many smiles and a lot of gratitude. Thank you
so much!!
COFFEE SETUP — If you are willing to help make coffee before
worship (instructions provided) please see our office admin,
Sadie. We have empty slots and would love to fill them! Thanks!!
GIVING — As a reminder: If you are planning on a year end
donation to the church, please bring it by next week Sunday or
mail it to the church postmarked by December 31. The law does
not allow accepting donations on January 1 and following for the
previous year. Thanks for your generous support of God’s work
through our church in 2018! Soli Deo Gloria! — PSCRC Council
FINANCIAL GIVING ENVELOPES — Are available in the
mailboxes; if you did not receive envelopes and would like them,
contact Sadie in the office. Forms to give electronically, or to
change your giving for 2019 are available in the rack in the lobby.

REACH OUT — CONNECT WITH OUR COMMUNITY

2109 JANUARY SERIES LECTURES — You are invited to the
Calvin College January Series beginning January 3 and continuing
weekdays through January 23 at Fairlawn Church. Each lecture
will be shown via live feed from Calvin College, 12:30-1:30pm.
Visit calvin.edu/january for more details on the presenters,
topics, the remote site locations, times, online listening, and past
presentation archives.

Welcome! We’re so glad that you're here. If you've been worshipping
with us for a long time or you're entering the doors of a church for
the first time, it is our hope that you'll experience a kind welcome, a
sense of genuine community, and the grace and truth of Jesus Christ
that the Christian Church has celebrated for centuries. If you're asking
questions about faith and spirituality, join us in our formation
opportunities and ministry events to learn more and meet others.
Help us get to know you or let us know how we can pray for you by
filling in the Communication Card in the pew and putting it in the
offering basket—we'll be in touch. The Lord be with you!

WORSHIP — Celebrate What God Is Doing

We would love to assist in helping your kids become devoted
followers of Christ! Visit the KidStreet check-in station in the
foyer to get a security tag so your kids can join us downstairs. If
you arrive after the worship service has started and need help
checking in, assistance is available at the nursery. The nursery is
open to infants-3 year olds. We are downstairs ready to serve
you! Our KidStreet Class for PreK-2nd grade is dismissed to go
with teachers right before the sermon. Please bring your
security tag to pick up your children after the service. We are
excited to serve you!

The Names of Christ—Lamb of God
For hundreds and hundreds of years, God’s people made animal sacrifices
to pay for their sins. Thousands and thousands of perfect animals were
killed and their blood was the payment for sin.1 John the Baptist testified
about Jesus when he said, “Look the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin
of the world!” (John 1:29). Jesus is the Lamb of God, the one who was
finally able to truly and effectively take away, by his blood, the sins of the
world. Now goats and lambs and calves no longer need to be sacrificed for
us because Jesus was2. Oh, what love!
1.
[ Sally Michael, God’s Names, P&R Publishing, © 2011,
p 92], [2. Schuurman & Vogel, Reformed Worship, #61]

G AT H E R
Welcome & Announcements
Call to Worship—based on Psalm 85:7-13
Show us your unfailing love, O God, our Savior,
and grant us your salvation.
Listen to what the Lord our God says:
He promises peace to his people, who are his beloved
saints.
The Lord will indeed give what is good.
Righteousness goes before him and prepares the way
for his steps.
May the Lord make his holy face to shine upon us in this time
of Advent worship.
May we see God’s face and know his love. Amen.
SONGS: You are Holy / Jesus, Lamb of God / O Come, Let Us Adore Him
Candle Lighting
The Advent wreath is a circle with no beginning and no end. It
is a symbol of God’s unending love and faithfulness.
The prophet Isaiah said, “The Lord himself will give you a sign:
the virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will
call him Immanuel.”
“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the
government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called…
Prince of Peace.”

“The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall
rejoice and blossom; like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly,
and rejoice with joy and singing.”
The apostle John says, “These are written that you may believe
that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing
you may have life in his name.”
And again John testifies, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes
away the sin of the world!
We light these candles as a sign of our waiting and
hope for the coming Christ.
SONG: O Little Town of Bethlehem
Call to Confession
Truly, the Lamb of God comes with pardon, giving hope to all
creation. In hope and confidence, then, as children of God, we
come before God during this Advent season with the honest
longings of our hearts, and of all creation. In that hope, let us
pray.
Prayer of Confession
God of love, all year long we pursue power and money,
yet you come in weakness.
All season long we covet great material gifts,
when you alone offer what is lasting.
Through the work of this Lord Jesus, who comes among us full
of grace and truth,
forgive us, heal us, correct us.
Then open our lips, that we may sing your praise with the
angels,
and remake our lives that we may witness to your
transforming love.
Through Christ, our Lord.
Amen.
Silent Confession
Words of Encouragement—John 1:12
To all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name,
he gave the right to become children of God.
This is the good news.
Thanks be to God!

SONG: Lord,You Were Rich Beyond All Splendor
Passing the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you
Stump the Pastor (Children’s Message)
KidStreet Dismissal

WORD
Morning Prayers
Exodus 12:1-13 (p 53), Numbers 3:11-13 (p 106) + ‘The Debt of
Forgiveness-A Lamb’
COMMIT
ECHO Dismissal
Offerings: Pleasant Street Ministries
SONG: Behold the Lamb of God

SEND
Benediction—1 Thessalonians 3:12-13
May the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one
another and for all. And may he so strengthen your hearts in
holiness that you may be blameless before our God and Father
at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.
Amen.
SONG: Love Has Come
Dismissal
Let us go forth in love to serve the world as those who love
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
Thanks be to God!

