
“They will tell of the power of your 
awesome works...” Psalm 145:6
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Jesus said, “Come and see.” (John 1:39)
 
Since 1722, believers in this remarkable community we call Red Clay have responded 
to Jesus’ wondrous invitation. We have studied scripture, held hands in prayer, looked 
into the eyes of the hungry, and laughed with children. We have opened up our hearts 
and our homes, our arms and our wallets. We have squinted and stared because we 
want to see God, to discern the comforting, disconcerting and surprising movement of 
the Holy Spirit.
 
As you flip through these pages, you wont see everything our church was up to in the 
past year - that would be impossible - but you will recognize the faces of friends and 
family. You will remember and celebrate. And most importantly, you might just see 
Jesus...anew!  Many thanks to the elders, deacons, and ministry leaders that submitted 
these pictures and captions and for leading us in a way that made them possible!
 
Grace and peace,
 
Nate and Patrick

Since 1722



We take every chance we can 
find to get together and have a 
good time as a church family.  
Children enjoyed our annual egg 
hunt (above) in the meadow.  
Friends dressed up and shared a 
great meal in Founders Hall at the 
first ever BBB - Bar-b-q, Bonfire, 
and Band (below).  

The 2nd Annual Red Clay 
Bowl (above) drew a nice crowd.  
We threw the ball around and 
even caught it once or twice.  No 
Red Clay members were injured 
in the taking of this picture!

This year’s Celebration Picnic 
brought perfect weather, healthy 
appetites, and lots of water 
balloons!  We trusted these guys 
(below) with the grill.

Belong



“What good fellowship we once 
enjoyed as we walked together 

to the house of God.”  
Psalm 55:14

Clockwise from top left: 
Keeping our heritage alive - Celebrating our Red Clay 'saints' - those who have been members at Red Clay 
for 50 years or more!
RCCPC’s Stephen Ministry equips lay people to provide confidential, one-to-one Christian care to individuals 
in our congregation and community who are experiencing difficulties in their lives.
Faith, Hope and Love Quilters shares faith, hope and love one piece at the time through quilts given for 
baptisms, individuals with special needs, babies in Costa Rica, children and mothers in South Africa, and 
homeowners in Appalachia and Maine.
The Advent Dinner was a huge hit - with a sing-a-long and, for the first time in RCCPC history, a live nativity 
with real wise men.
Our Craft Group meets regularly and sells their wares at various church events.
The Bake Sale is headed up by Anita Hunter and Carol Hunter.  Church members are solicited for baked good 
commitments, items are priced when dropped off, and then sold to benefit a mission. 



In July 2012, close to 200 (121 
children, 29 youth, and 43 adults) 
participated in SKY VBS (above) -- 
where everything is possible with 
God. We sang, acted out Bible 
Stories, had fun in Imagination 
Station, played Games, watched 
Chadder and ate delicious snacks.  
VBS 2013 is just around the corner 
- watch for the announcement of 
the theme and date! Nurture Groups (left) - About 

60 folks routinely participate, 
growing in faith and building 
friendships.

Sunday school (right) - our 
children are nurtured by a 
wonderful team of volunteer 
teachers.  Highlights of the year 
include Super Sunday, Celebration 
Picnic, and the Palm Sunday 
processional.

Forty-three new titles were 
added to the church Library this 
year (left), including suggestions 
from Pastor Nate’s summer 
reading list and books that support 
and enhance our children’s Sunday 
School curriculum.  A reference 
collection and Christian magazines 
are also available.  A listing of the 
collection can be found on the 
church website.

Nurture



No matter where our youth group goes, or what they do, they are always going to bring the energy and excitement of 
Red Clay with them.  Whether it be feeding the homeless in the streets of Philly, supporting each other at games 
and recitals, starting new traditions in Maine, or helping their director to get engaged, they are always Doing 
Awesome Things.  

Clockwise from top:  Mission to Maine youth get dressed up for bowling, campers on the Camp at the Eastward 
bus, John Moore dives into the One Shot Service Sunday clothes pile, Senior Highs on retreat.
 
Confirmation:  The 2012 confirmands finished off their confirmation experience by doing a weekend service project at 
Meeting Ground in Elkton MD.  The soon to be confirmands of 2013 started off their experience with a weekend 
retreat where they "blindly" lead, and relied on each other.  A skill they will hopefully use as they become confirmed at 
Red Clay. 
 

Youth 
Ministry



Adult Small Groups
The Empty Nesters are a group of 6 couples that meet in 

each others' homes to study, pray for each other and 
experience fellowship.  Currently, we are reading John 
MacArthur's Twelve Ordinary Men.  This has given us 
insight as to what God has done through His disciples 

and what He can do through us.

Thursday Men's Group - The better looking half of 
the group - been gathering for fellowship and 

breakfast for 13 years.

 

Disciple Bible Study - Tackling scripture, watching 
lectures, sharing our highs and lows, praying for one 

another - we have become a close knit group of 
women who understand that we are not perfect.    

God has brought us together as a family.  

Circles - We have several circles that meet regularly.  
Here Sarah Circle is making ornaments for the Adopt 

A Family Christmas Tree

Other Bible studies – Groups meet on Monday 
morning and Tuesday at noon.  The one pictured is 
led by Fred Crary and meets at Cokesbury Village at  

7 am on Wednesdays.  All are welcome.





Volunteers at the Adopt a 
Family workday (above) assemble 
holiday gifts for families adopted 
through the Adopt-a-Family Gift 
certificate program.  This annual 
event has been a Holiday tradition 
at Red Clay for 38 years!

Red Clay has a strong tradition 
of taking mission on the road, and 
short-term mission trips are a big 
part of that tradition. Each year 
volunteers - young and old - 
donate a week to Mission to 
Maine (left) and Appalachia 
Service Project  (right) to build 
relationships and offer assistance 
with emergency housing needs.  

Red Clay 5K for Mission (left)! 
This second annual family event to 
benefit our Maine and Appalachia 
mission teams was held            
May 5, 2012.  It was another great 
success in terms of fundraising, 
personal fitness enrichment, and 
community building.

Reach

http://rccpc.org/regional
http://rccpc.org/regional
http://rccpc.org/regional
http://rccpc.org/regional


Clockwise from top left: 
In 2012, we reached out locally to Friendship House in the following ways: serving dinners on Code Purple 
nights, at Andrew's Place, at Epiphany House, at the Women's Christmas Party, at the Sunday morning 
breakfasts, sorting clothes at the Clothing Bank, picking up and delivering Panera Bread to the shelters, and 
setting up a team of 22 Red Clay women to assist the graduates of the housing program. 
Members put on a baby shower at Wayfarer’s House (Meeting Ground).
Sorting food at one of our regular Food Bank of Delaware workdays.
Volunteers bring Red Clay’s world famous chili to Emmanuel Dining Room on the 28th of every month.
The Red Clay family puts Meals on Wheels for the local community.

Quilts for Comfort provides handmade quilts for people in need, made by people who participate in 
community quilt bees like in this picture.  In 2012, we made and delivered 600 quilts to patients at Helen 
Graham Cancer Center, Christiana Care NICU, Wilmington Hospital, St Francis Hospital and other local 
agencies.  

Local 
Mission



Clockwise from top left: 
The South Africa mission (Sibanye) team hosted Unathi, Elethu, and Liso in April for a 10-day visit. During the 
visit, we worked on plans for the next steps in our continuing mission work in South Africa to help to feed and 
educate the children of the Eastern Cape. In this photo, the RCCPC Sibanye team met at Sally Gore’s house 
for a lunch and discussion with Delaware’s United States Senator Chris Coons.
Elethu, Unathi, and Lisa sing in Sunday service.
The Appalachia Service Project team prepares with prayer.
Members of the ASP squad measure twice and cut once.
The Mission to Maine team completes a beautiful mural at the Sparrow’s Nest.
Two new Costa Rican friends check on our team's progress as we spent our days refurbishing school desks 
and painting the small church in the rural village of Cañas.

Regional and 
International 

Mission



Members of our church lay 
hands on Patrick and Nate as they 
are installed as co-pastors! 
(above)

The Homebound Communion 
committee provides communion to 
members who are unable to attend 
church services three times a year: 
March, October and December. 
Using small communion kits, about 

twelve loyal church members 
provide in-home communion to an 
average of seventeen members 
each time. To request this service, 
please contact the church office. 

Communion is offered at all 
worship services on the first 
Sunday of each month. A large 
number of preparers and servers 
ready and help distribute the 
elements of this Sacrament.

The Bell Choir is a multi-
generational group dedicated to 
making a joyful noise to the Lord - 
with bells! We are also a nurture 
group - helping and supporting 
each other in good times and not-
so-good times. This great team is 
Valerie Kratunis, Susan Malloy, Dot 
Archer, Amy Cziraky, MaryLou 
Boyce, Norm Carlson, Chip 
Gruber, Janice de Wit, Megan 
Cziraky, Barbara Jaffee, and Kathy 
Spencer.

Rejoice



Clockwise from top left: 
Our Joseph Choir leads us in worship.
Each Sunday, after the last service, our deacons faithfully deliver flowers, which were on the altar, to those of 
our congregation who are in the hospital, home recuperating, homebound, celebrating joys, or simply saying 
thanks.  This ministry provides a wonderful opportunity to speak and share with members of our congregation 
and community on a personal one-to-one basis. 
One of RCCPC's Lay Readers who reads the liturgy and assist in the worship services.
Lauda offers a warm and lovely song.
The Chancel Choir sings the soundtrack of our life in faith.
Welcome! Good Morning! Hello! Glad You are Here! This is what you may hear from a Greeter or an Usher 
upon entering a worship service.

"Let everything that 
hath breath, praise 
The Lord!" Psalm 150



Deacons

'Cards'

419 cards sent for illness, grieving or for 
celebrating birthdays, weddings & births.

'Teddy'

A meal, transportation, a warm hug, 
whatever we can do to help.

'Receptions'

For happy occasions and meals for 
grieving relatives after a funeral service

'Coffee Hour'

Coffee and snacks after each Sunday 
Church Service providing a time for 

fellowship.

'Tuesdays Together'

Sharing a meal and having a few hours 
of fellowship with one another



Personnel



The Memory Garden is a 
loving location for reflection and 
prayer.

Our Cemetery has been part 
of the Red Clay Church 
community since before the 
American Revolution and is 
managed by the Red Clay 
Creek Cemetery Corporation.

The History Resource 
Center has been "located" in its 
own home, and is looking for 
volunteers to rejuvenate its 
projects - decorating the HRC, 
exploring RCCPC records and 
educating our membership in 
the rich history of a 
congregation nearing its 
Tercentenary. 

Home
The Home Committee at Red Clay Creek Presbyterian Church continues to 
maintain the grounds and buildings that belong to the church. We do our best at 
this so that we can continue to BELONG, NURTURE, REACH, REJOICE and DO 
AWESOME THINGS.



An Awesome Plan. The past year has 
witnessed the continuation of the many awesome 
things that are now happening at Red Clay, made 
possible through our faith in the Lord.  Red Clay is 
effectively providing mission at many levels, 
including within our Congregation, to the local 
neighborhood, through our many PerMission 
activities, and through a local, national and global 
mission program.  To support these activities, Red 
Clay has chosen to support an expanding staff 
model that is providing both Theological and 
Program Leadership. In 2012, Red Clay programs 
called for an operating budget of $839,000 and an 
overall budget of $1,013,000.   Through the 
generous support of the Congregation, Red Clay 
has been able to operate within this budget with a 
slightly positive cash flow.  In addition, the 
Endowment and Reserve funds have received 
several gifts to support future program 
development.  Please see the accompanying 
budget summary for details.

Red Clay concludes 2012 with a completed 
Founders Hall building, new opportunities for 
worship, nurture, youth, and mission involvement, 
a full commitment to continue to grow our 
Christian Education and Youth Ministry programs, 
and a new and innovative Co-pastor relationship 
intended for program continuity and growth for 
years forward.  To support our exciting new 
programs and initiatives has required a step up in 
Congregational support; a step faithfully taken by 
the Red Clay Congregation the past two years.  
Red Clay is well positioned to move into the future 
with a strong staff, strong programs, and 
outstanding Congregational support.  Awesome 
things are happening at Red Clay, every day.   
Thank you for your faithful support.

Fulfilling Our Vision.  One of the most 
Awesome of all things has been the wonderful 
support and volunteer effort that lead to the 
completion of the lower floors of the Founders 
Hall building.  The project was fully planned and 
supervised internally and came to completion 
within expected cost guidelines.  The staff moved 
into new spacious and attractive office space at 
the beginning of the year and Founders Hall is 
experiencing unprecedented levels of activity.   
For 2012, Red Clay has stepped forward, in 
partnership with Friendship House, to support a 
significant new mission program, the Elizabeth 
House.   This Mission will provide living facilities 
for women transitioning from the Friendship 
House program back to an independent living 
situation.  A significant portion of the purchase 
and renovation of the Elizabeth House is being 
funded through the Capital Fund as outlined in the 
original Capital Fund Objectives.

The other major Capital fund objection is to 
completing pay down the building loan by the end 
of the Capital campaign in the spring of 2014.  
Red Clay ends 2012 having reduced the loan 
principal from the original amount of $1,100,000 
to about $300,000.  While there is a way to go to 
complete this objective, the end is in site and will 
be accomplished as our faithful Congregation 
completes their pledge going into 2014.  

 “Where there is no vision, the people perish 
(Proverbs 29:18).” Thankfully, God has given Red 
Clay a vision!   Thank you Red Clay for stepping 
forward to Fulfill Our Vision and to help us toward 
realizing Our God-inspired potential. 

 

Finance and Capital



January 1, 2012 to December 31, 2012

MEMBERSHIP
Communicant Roll as of January 1, 2012	 	 	 873	 (520 female)

GAINS:	 Certificate of Transfer		  19
	 	 Profession of Faith	 	  20
	 	 Reaffirmation of Faith		  44
	 	 Reinstated	 	 	    2  
	 	 Other	 	 	 	    0	 	 +  85

LOSSES:	 Certificate of Transfer		     2
	 	 Inactive Roll	 	 	     3
	 	 Deletion	 	 	     5
	 	 Death	 	 	 	   11
	 	 Other	 	 	 	     0	 	 -  21

Communicant Roll as of December 31, 2012	 	 	 937	  (551 female)

BAPTISMS
Infant	 	 	 	 	 	 13
Adult	 	 	 	 	 	   2

IN MEMORIAM
Mark W. Brustman	 	 William L. Micheline
Marjorie Cates	 	 	 Judith A. Dubbe Reschka
Betty Lou Dombrowski	 	 Harry C. Riblett Jr.
Jodie Ann Wilson Earley	 	 Constance M. Sabine
Thomas Francis Fisher	 	 Ruth Roberts Salter
Rachel Gambrill	 	 	 Joyce L. Sampson
H. Elizabeth Hancock	 	 Theodore William Simpson
Tyler Armstrong Keister	 	 Rev. Patricia Sams Singleton	
Alice Mary Dennison Klair		 Rhoda Eddinger Trexler
William J. E. Long 		 	 Austin W. White

YOUTH CHURCH SCHOOL
Total Students
Nursery – Kindergarten - 67  
Grades 1 – 6  - 92            
Junior/Senior High - 	 77	  
Teachers/Officers – 81   

      Sandy Sarjeant – Clerk of Session

Clerk’s Report


