
 

RCCPC COVID Protocol.  Updated 3/15/2022 
 

As we keep moving through the pandemic we recognize that the CDC has greatly changed their 

recommendations at a very rapid pace.  We also recognize that cases go up and down, variants are 

possible, and we have been burned before thinking that the pandemic was “over” in the past.  With that 

in mind, the Pandemic Response Team suggests the following guidelines be adopted and other COVID 

related motions are replaced:  

Regardless of Community Level we will covenant together to: 

• Respect that not everyone has the same comfort level and so we expect that all will  

o Respect those who have made the decision to wear a mask: 

o Respect physical distance: assume that others (regardless of masking) would prefer that 

you maintain distance, and ask permission before shaking hands, hugging, or touching 

• If you do not feel well, you will stay home and engage with us virtually 

o If you test positive for COVID after attending a church event you will alert the office 

o If you believe you may have been exposed assume you are positive for COVID until you 

test otherwise 

• Increase ventilation whenever possible and make use of outside space when able 

• Allow for leadership of specific meetings, groups, or activities to set stricter protocols and we 

promise to abide by those protocols when applicable. 

• Frequent Hand washing is encouraged and hand sanitizer will be made readily available in as 

many locations as feasible  

• Continue to provide masks for those who need one when required, or would like one for their 

own comfort 

• Allow for session meetings and votes to be conducted virtually 

o Other committees may meet virtually as well 

• The church office will continue to be open on Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays. Future office 

hours will be discussed once the new pastor arrives.  

Community level will be checked each Thursday and included in LATC for the following weeks activities.  

When the community level is: Low  

• For those up to date on their COVID vaccines, masks are optional in most cases in the building; 

But are encouraged.  Masks still required for those who are not up to date. 

• Individual staff members may still require masks for guests in their offices  

• We will increase ventilation whenever possible 

• We will continue to provide opportunities to connect with us online 



• Physical Distancing (3 ft.) is encouraged when possible 

• Meals and refreshments are allowed  

o Those serving food will wear gloves and masks 

• Worship may include “worship movements” (at the discretion of worship leadership) 

o “Worship Movements” include but are not limited to: 

▪ Passing of the peace can be done while respecting others boundaries 

▪ Collection of offering  

▪ Children’s Message 

▪ Distribution of Communion Elements. 

 
When the community Level is Medium  

• For those up to date on their COVID vaccines Masks are optional in most cases in the building; 

But Strongly encouraged. Masks still required for those who are not up to date. 

• Individual staff members may still require masks for guests in their offices  

• We will increase ventilation whenever possible 

• We will continue to provide opportunities to connect online 

• Light refreshments may be served, and Funeral receptions may be offered  

o Physical distancing (3 ft. or more) is maintained between households 

o Those serving food will wear masks and gloves 

• Worship planners will make efforts to shorten the length of service and reduce “worship 

movements” (at the discretion of leadership) 

When the community Level is High 

• Masks are required in the building for all church activities regardless of vaccination status 

• Masks required in common areas of the office 

o Individual staff may allow for the removal of masks in their offices 

• Light refreshments may be served provided: 

o Masks are worn by all, except when not actively eating 

o Physical distancing (3 ft. or more) is maintained between households 

o Those serving food will wear masks and gloves 

• Worship planners will commit to shortening the length of the service and we will keep 

movement to a minimum (passing the peace will be done by waving, other ‘movements’ may be 

cancelled) 

A few additional notes 

• The session will continue to evaluate these protocols and may update them if need.  

•  If any jurisdiction in which Red Clay falls institutes a ‘mask mandate’ Red Clay will abide, even if 

there is an exemption for houses of worship, or religious institutions 

• Restrictions on in-person visits from deacons are subject to the facility in which they are visiting 

and the comfort of each individual 

• Any restriction on choirs (ie: size and/or masking) is at the discretion of the Director of Music 

o The music director may require choir members to mask while singing, even if optional 

for the congregation 

• These protocols call for the allowance of certain activities, but are not a requirement to resume 

certain practices.   



o Specifically note that worship rules will happen over time as we re-introduce different 

aspects as we go 

• Up to date means a person has received all recommended COVID-19 vaccines, including any 

booster dose(s) when eligible. (from the CDC) 

Currently, this would mean that those who are not eligible (those under 5) would still be considered 

“up-to-date” 

 


